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GI SHOWS IN EUROPE: A SCANDAL 








Dotto’ Pyramids Jackpot Headache 
In TV Quizzical Sweepstakes 


Life for the “Dotto” principals + 


appeared to be getting grimmer , 
this week as the N.Y. District At- | 
torney’s Office began an investi- 
gation into the quiz program's sud- 
den bouncing from the NBC and 
CBS video channels. 

David S. Worgan, executive 
assistant d.a., revealed that he had | 
asked the networks to show him | 
certain kinescopes, especially those | 
wherein the “champion” purport- | 
edly had been given the answers | 
before going on the air. Worgan, | 
this week, also quizzed the standby 
contestant who had filed an affi- 
davit with the Federal Communi- | 
tions Commission charging that one 
of the participants on “Dotto” had | 
been provided with answers before | 
going on the program. | 

The standby contestant claimed | 
that he had been paid a sum of 
money “in lieu of legal action” and 
that a contestant who had appeared | 
and lost received $4,000 as com- 
pensation. 

The D.A.'s office, it was reported, 
would most likely quiz officials of | 
the network, agency and repre- 
sentatives of the Frank Cooper 
Associates, producers of the 
“Dotto” program, regarding certain 
aspects of the show. 

Frank Cooper has not been avail- 
able for comment but his brother, 
Bill, a member of the firm, was 
quoted as saying: “There’s another 
side to the story. When my brother 

(Continued on page 42) 





Merman’s Daughter, 16, 
Switches Name to Six, 
Plans Career as Dancer’ 


| 


Ethel Merman and her 16-year- | 
old daughter again have identical | 
full names. They're both Ethel 
Merman Six. The star’s daughter, 
formerly known as Ethel Merman 
Levitt, was recently granted the 
right to adopt legally the name of 
her stepfather, Robert F. Six, 
president of Continental Air Lines. 

The younger Miss Merman re- 
quested the surname change be- 
cause her father, Robert D. Levitt, 
died in New York last January and 
she wanted the new name “out of 
affection for her stepfather” and 
because she wished “to be identi- | 
fied as a member of the family.” | 

It’s understood that the teenager, | 
who lives with her family in Colo- 
rado, plans to take dance and bal- 
let training in New York this fall 
and winter in anticipation of a 
show biz career. 

Incidentally, the comedienne- 
singer is due east Sept. 9 to put 
her son, Robert Six Jr. in boarding 
school. While in New York, she'll 
also probably confer on preliminary 
plans for “Gypsy,” the projected 
musical comedy version of “Gypsy: 
A Memoir,” the Gypsy Rose Lee 
autobiography. The show is to 








be produced by David Merrick and 
Leland Hayward, 





possibly next 


spring. 





GY W' TAKE IN| 
ROOKING SETUP 


° ° London, Aug. 26 
Brit. Peerage Heiress At least the GI in Europe has, 
> i /one consolation, ae is not forced | 
Just Another Chorine to watch the shows that are pie-| 
Even the bean a ous re | sented under the guise of “Morale | 


. z ; and Entertainment.” He can always | 
don’t shy at their daughters going | gnq plenty of company on the 
into bn chorus line in Britain) streets or in the nearest Reerstube. 
nowadays. | Which is better for his morale is 

Lord and Lady Chelmsford’s | another question. 
elder daughter Dawn is dancing in| 








>? 


Dusk-to-Dawn Drive-In Diet 


Of Hooliganism Rapped in Tulsa 





Set Bergman-Power 
For B’way ‘Karenina’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Ingrid Bergman and Tyrone 


Power will costar on Broadway, 
probably next spring, in “Anna 
Karenina,” a dramatization of the 


|}Leo Tolstoi novel. That is re- 


After talking to many American | Ve#!ed by agent Irving P. Lazar, 


the line as a chorine in “Five-Past | in Fur t tory | Who secured the rights to the Mos- 
Eight” at the Alhambra Theatre. | Performers sostty ae -~ lek |cow Art Theatre version of the 
She is officially the Honourable} phe calibre of the entertainment | classic during his trip to the Soviet 


Dawn Thesiger, but has a strict) ang shows have sunk to an all-time | 
rule that her co-workers must not) jow, The salaries are ridiculous, | 
|the working conditions for ‘he | play, 
most part are the worst that can Le | realtor Roger L. Stevens and Euro- 


address her as such. 

Her father, Lord Chelmsford, 
is an accomplished musician, and 
conducted the local musical society 
in his Surrey village of Chidding- 
fold until “he had a row with 
them.” Dawn Thesiger, 23 is | american taxpayer anything.” 
distant cousin of actor Ernest That may be true, becaus2 a 
Thesiger. - 


Morty Gunty On 
How New Yolks 
Can Lay Big Egg 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 
Comedians’ use of old materal 
was defended by Morty Gunty, | 
who plays “Itchy” in the Music 
Fair's “Wish You Were Here,” in 
an interview in the Philadelphia 
Daily News last week. 


imagined, and the policy of the 
U.S. Armed Forces seems to be, 





for entertainment comes frem the 


it from the E.M., N.C.O. and of- 
ficers’ clubs go in part to pay for 
the entertainment. These profits 
are, in many cases, so tremendous 
that those responsible for the 
| spending of this money are hard 
put to get rid of it in time before 
|it might have to be turned in to 
the “General Fund.” Too much of 
| this could, of course, mean a re- 
| duction in the request for ‘‘appro- 
| priations for the operation of the 
Armed Forces.” Maybe it’s con- 
sidered not good sense to pay a 





see a solid show, presenting | 
. good American as well as English | 
I must waste $10,000 a year on | and European acts that are avail- 
new material,” he said sadly. “I| able and would be happy to work | 
buy a bit that seems brilliant when | for a reasonable salary and decent 
I hear it at Lindy’s. I take it to working conditions. 
the mountains and it bombs. So| Rather than this, it’s easier to 
I go right back to the routine about | get some local agent to buy a local 
about the Missus: ‘Now take my| act, pay the agent up to $400 a 
wife—Please!’ and I get laughs. | week, who in turn pays the act 
What are you gonna do? | only about $250 top. Naturally this 
“You can’t judge an audience by | type of act is very happy because | 
critics’ tastes. Take those three! even this is far more than it’s 
columnists in Miami. During the! worth by American standards. 
season they must hear a hundred | Another common practice.seems | 
comedians and every joke that| to be to redecorate the club—this | 


(Continued on page 56) | (Continued on page 54) 











of us. Our n 


Noting that theatrical film grosses “have been 
means around 


pretty fair” of late, Barney Balaban, the president 
of Paramount Pictures declared: 

“I sincerely believe that today the upswing 
in the index of industry’s business is at hand, 
We are on our way to «u renaissance that can 
dwarf all the others we have enjoyed following 
economic dips. I now urge that every member 
of this giant of an industry face the future with 
confidence and relish for the hard work ahead 


couraging words 


“It's only a toy, suppose there is | tation. 
a little graft, it’s not costing the | man’s fiance and was the producer 


large portion of the money spent | 


| decent salary to enable the average | ‘ 
soldier to, at least, once in a while! 


Union last spring. 


Gregory Ratoff is to stage the 
with Broadway producer- 


pean impresario Lars Schmidt 
possibly associated in the presen- 
Schmidt is Miss Berg- 


lof “Tea and Sympathy” in Paris 
last season, with her as star. 





GI's own pocket. Profit from slot 
machines, Monte Carlo Nites, prof- | all - D 


Angels of $25,000 
‘Mask and Gown 


“Mask and Gown,” the T. C. 
| Jones show currently playing en- 
gagements on the Coast, is be- 
| lieved to involve the largest line- 
|up of backers for any single show 
in legit history. Although the 
capitalization on the revue is only 
$25,000, the number of investors 
totals around 600, of whom 550 are 
ir for $10 apiece, 





The idea of going after small-. 


coin participants was launched 
early this summer by Michael El- 
lis, when the revue was at his 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. Jones, who played the 
barn in the same show the previ- 
ous year and set a new house rec- 
ord at the time, topped himself 
during a two-week return stand 
last June. 

The sock business registered by 

(Continued on page 62) 
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‘Films’ Future In Theatres: Barney Balaban 

; [Home-Toll As An Added ‘Cushion’ | 
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ew, greater prosperity is by no 
the corner, and it could remain 


out of reach if we failed to exercise to the full 

the business and artistic talents and merchan- 

dising genius that are ours.” 

The Paramount chief sat back, relaxed, in his | the AGVA national board that his 
New York office and uttered these and other en-| jaunt was financed by Hoffa. 


. Coming from a veteran with a 


reputation for conservatism, he was in effect, saying 
the industry’s “transitional period” vis-a-vis video | intense 
(Continued on page 18) 


Tulsa, Aug. 26. 


Controversy involving the local 
press and public was stirred in 
this area as three drive-in theatres 
staged all-night shows Saturday 
night—two of them offering six 
features and the other seven, and 
all of them of the rock 'n’ roll and 
exploitation category. Point of 
significance, tradewise, was that in 
the three situations the single ad- 
mission price of 75¢ provided the 
customer with so much program- 
ming. Theatres had the benefit of 
concession business; distributors de 
not share in this. 

Hi-way 66 and 
Theatres offered the same bill 
which comprised “Jail House 
Rock,” “Rock Pretty Baby,” “Rock- 
A-Billy Baby,” “Rock All Night,” 
“Runaway Daughters” and “Rock, 
Baby, Rock It." Sand Springs oz- 
oner had “Young and Dangerous,” 
“Love Slaves of the Amazon,” “Un- 
tamed Youth,’ “Voodoo Women,” 
“Bop Girl,” “The Undead” and 
“Jamboree.” 

Ads for the dusk-to-dawn shows 
were run by the Tulsa Tribune. 
And then the same daily came 
back with an editorial denouncing 
the whole idea of combining “the 
sleazier juvenile delinquent pic- 
tures.” The Trib commented fur. 
ther: 

“The management of these 
theatres is badly pandering to 
(Continued on page 62) 


the Riverside 





Senate Group Probing 
Teamsters’ Hoffa Ties 
To AGVA’s Jackie Bright 


Washington, Aug. 26 

A link between Teamsters Un- 
ion boss James R. Hoffa and Jack- 
jie Bright, national administrative 
secretary of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, is being sought 
by the Senate Select Committee on 
Improper Practices in Labor and 
Management headed by Sen. John 
B. McClellan. 

Bright has been requested to tes- 
tify before the Committee in Wash- 
ington on Thursday (28), ostensibly 
on gifts received from the Team- 
ster Union boss. Appearance be- 
fore the committee is voluntary. 

There have been several areas 
of cooperation between Bright and 
Hoffa in the past. Both unions 
worked together in organizing the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, a couple of years ago. The 
Teamsters also are reputed to have 
| supplied the coin for a circus spon- 
}sored by both unions in Boston 
| during the Ringling fight. Bright al- 
so attended a $100-a-plate dinner 
|}to Hoffa last year. Bright, in ex- 
plaining a trip to Israel, once told 


The Senate Committee is trying 
| to determine the reason for Hoffa's 
in Bright 


interest and 


AGVA. 


SCELLANY 


VARIETY 








Fancy Brussels Premiere But Menottis 


‘Maria Golovin’ Not Grade-A Opera 


s 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


Brussels, Aug. 26. 
With General David Sarnoff, 
RCA board chairman, lending his 
presence to the occasion, the NBC 
Opera Co. world- premiered the 
new Gian-Carlo Menotti epera, 
“Maria Golovin,” in the handsome 
American Theatre of the U. S. 
Pavillion at the Brussels Fair last 
Wednesday, (20). Diplomats and 
others celebs from all parts of 
Europe, including Belgium’s Queen 
Elizabeth, as well as a number of 
Americans attended the invitation 
affair and it was one of the more 
festive galas of the Expo in spot- 
lighting U. S. eultural contribu- 
tions. 
As a matter of the fact the only 





——__ —_— 


Maria Golovin 
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Have Typewriter, Won't 
Go Without It: Louella 


Honolulu, Aug. 25. 

Veteran Hollywood columnist 
Louella O. Parsons bristled mildly 
when a Honolulu interviewer asked 
her if it’s true she is 77 cars old. 
“That is not true,” she retorted. 
“I was born in 1893.” 

Miss Parsons told the newsman 
she makes far more than the $52,- 
000 a year figure reported. “And I 
earn every cent of it,” she added. 

Asked about her. “power” in 
Hollywood, she said she is ‘first 
and always a newspaperwoman. 
I have never used my column to 
satisfy a quarrel,” but she’s not on 
speaking terms with actor Orson 
Welles, she added. 


NBC Opera Co, reduction | ef Gian- 
pg 3 Manet “ae a oe eae She said she has no intention of 
saitieae ae AE cou, Ter-Arutunian. Pro- | retiring. “I shall write until 
— by ry f- -y 4 with _ -4 Gabriel calls me—and I'll take my 
er owles as . ” ” 
ante = RE Gotuasive conducted typewriter with me,” she added. 


by Peter Herman Adler. World prem‘:re 
at American Theatre, Brussels Fair, wed. 


Aug 


Domate .. ....cocscccccccces Richard Cross 
oe a, Ruth Kobart 
The Mother .......cceeeee Patricia Neway 


Herbert Handt 
anca Duval 


2. Zuckertanz 
aria Golovin 


Twetiele .... .cassscosnsan Lorenzo Mut 
he Prisoner ......... William Chapman 
seseeeneseeee John Wheeler 


Servant 





letdown of the evening was in 
Menotti’s opera itself, for ‘Maria 
Golovin” is not Grade A Menotti. 
(Broadway producer David Mer- 
rick was among those attending 
the world preem here and indi- 
cated that he would bring the work 
to a Broadway theatre in October, 
after which it will be presented on 
NBC-TV.) The chances of “Golo- 
(Continued on page 20) 


WOLFE KAUFMAN’S USS. 
REFRESHER HUROK TOUR 


Paris, Aug. 26. 

Wolfe Kaufman, Continental rep 
of Sol Hurok, has been shifted 
back to the U.S. for a home re- 
fresher. He will be company man- 
ager of the Old Vic during its 
forthcoming 25-week coast-to-coast 
tour of the U.S., opening in San 
Francisco on Sept. 14. Kaufman 
has been stationed here for Hurok 
for the past four years and it is 
Hurok’s notion that it will serve 
a useful purpose for Kaufman to 
wander around the country home a 
bit, shaking hands and reassaying 
U.S. taste. 

Kaufman will return te the Paris 
post, at which he will not be re- 
placed, next February. 


Ballet Seeks Belafonte, 
But Strictly as Singer 


London, Aug. 26. 
The Festival Ballet is seeking 
Harry Belafonte as a guest star 
at its ninth birthday gala ballet 
anne oe Sept. 9 at the Royal 
estival Hall. 
He would sing, not dance. 


} 

















Mandour Readying Film 
~ To Show West History 
Of Saudi Arabia’s King 
A young Egyptian producer-di- 
rector who has been studying film 
techniques in the U.S. for the past 
three years plans to produce a full- 


length feature dealing with King 
Ibn Saud, father of the present 


24-year-old Med Mandour, who 
heads Mandour International Stu- 


titled “Ibn Saud, the Courageous 
One,” will be non-political in na- 
ture and will be devoted to the 
king’s reentry to his homeland 
after World War I and the period 
of the discovery of oil in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Aim of the film, Mandour said, 
will be to give the world a better 
understanding of the Middle East. 
He said the picture would be filmed 
in English and dubbed in Arabic 
for showing in the Middle East. 


king of Saudi Arabia. According to | 


dios in Hollywood, the film, to be | 


Justice Not a Drama 


The American Civil Liberties 
Union reiterated last week its op- 
position to radio, television or 
newspaper photographic coverage 
of court proceedings. : 
| Union’s statement was timed to 
|eoincide with the American Bar 
Assn. convention in Los Angeles, 
which started Monday (25). 

Patrick Murphy Malin, ACLU 
exec, said the Union would sup- 
| port revision ef the ABA’s Canon 
|35 which would bar such coverage 
lof court proceedings on_ the 


| grounds that they have “a detri-| 


| mental psychological effect on the 
participants and divert them from 
the proper objectives of the trial.” 


Satchmo Only — 
- Ships Tibet In 
"59 World Tour 


| 





} Paris, Aug. 26. 
| The much-traveled Louis Arm- 
strong has been set for his biggest 
and longest foreign tour yet for 
| 1959 by his agent Joe Glaser, head 
jof Associated Booking Corp. The 
| \atter arrived here today (26) to 
|be in on the Olympia Music Hall 
pening of another one of his 
lients. The Platters. 
Armstrong’s seven-man combo 
| will get weekly rates ranging from 
| $21,900 for concert hall dates to 
“35,000 in sports arenas. Satch 
opens his tour in Stockholm Jan. 
| 16, for Scandinavian 
| Nils Hellstrom, and then one-night- 
tands his way through 24 coun- 
|tries going as far West as Dublin, 
as far North as Helsinki, as far 
South as Accra and as far East as 
Tel-Aviv. 

| Glaser will accomp Armstrong 
j;and book him in the various areas 
|thru local agents. Armstrong will 
first hit Finland, Norway, Sweden 
(Continued on page 50) 


LQ Woos Jane Russell 


| Deal is in the works for Jane 
| Russell to open at the Latin Quar- 
iter, N. Y., on Oct. 14 when a new 


0 
c 





impresario | 


Wednesday, August 27, 19538 


} 
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| Whether is was because George 
| Jessel was the focal point of a 
|“farewell” Saturday night show, 
or the presence of Jack Benny 
making his first-time Grossinger’s 
| visit (as a customer), or the pres- 
| ence of former U.S. Ambassador to 
| Israel James G. McDonald, also as 
la guest, along with other VIPs, 
show biz and otherwise, it pointed 


up anew that if an act can 
kill ‘em in the Catskills it 
can do pretty well generally. 


What's more, there is beaucoup 
playdating for scores of acts and, 
perhaps even more pertinent, is 
that sphere of professional pursuit 
is the largest proving grounds for 
any and ail talent. 

It’s not necessarily true that 
every borscht circuit click will 
belt ‘em as effectively in broader 
environs; there is a type of 
|““bagels-and-yocks” funster who 
| can find marathon employment 
| catering to patronage partial to the 
| fractured-Yiddish and kindred “‘in- 








Montparnasse’s Famed 


| Rotonde Into a Cinema 


Paris, Aug. 26. 

| The Cafe Rotonde, for the past 
half dozen decades one of the most 
important gathering places for the 
| world’s literati, arts and musicians, 
| has succumbed to what (in France) 
'is called the march of progress. 
It is being turned into a cinema, 
but will retain its name. 


During the hectic 1920s, the 


Rotonde was a regular stopoit on! 


| the itineraries of Ernest Heming- 
way, Elliot Paul, James Joyce, Igor 
| Stravinsky, Picasso, Man Ray, et al. 
| The Dome, across the street from 
| the Rotonde, and the Select, fur- 
|ther down the street, formed the 
} triumpvirate of Montparnasse cafes 
| which could always be counted 
upon to produce a dozen or so of 
the world’s greats in the various 
arts fields. 
| In 1929, the two headwaiters of 
|the Rotonde formed a partnership 
| to open the Coupole, which still 
| flourishes. It was at the Rotonde, 
| incidentally. that Zoltan Korda, a 


Weekend Gander at Grossinger’s 


By ABEL GREEN 


Mandour, son of a former Egyp- | show comes-in. New layout will be | painter and member of the avant 
tian Ambassador to Switzerland, produced by Donn Arden with Da- | garde, first helped his brother 
said he had the financial support of | vid Hays designing the sets. Latter | Alexander (via advice, natch) to 
Prince Talal Al Saud, one of the | did the sets for “A Winter’s Tale” | 8° into the film business. 

sons of the late king. jand “Hamlet” at the Stratford 





_| after his late uncle, 


As a student at the U. of South- 
ern California, Mandour copped an 
Oscar for his production of a short, 

(Continued on page 62) 


| (Conn.) Shakespeare festival. 

Another act signed for this lay- 
| out is magician Marvin Roy, cur- 
lrent at the Stardust, Las Vegas. | 





Friars’ Ball-Arnaz Fete 


The Coast edition of the Friars 
Club will fete Lucille Ball & Desi 





Robert L. Rothafel, managing di- 
rector of the Roxy Theatre, named 
Samuel L. 
Rothafel, has closed a deal to take 
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Bob Rothafel Heads Syndicate Taking Over From 
National—Will Restore Stage Shows 


| Arnaz at its annual testimonial din- 
ner for the benefit of theatrical 
| charities. Affair will be held Nov. 


Founder's Nephew Controls Roxy, N.Y. sis. css bss 


| Beverly Hills. 

| Committee in charge of the din- 
ner is co-headed by Harry Kar! and 
Barry Mirkin and includes Jack 
Benny, George Burns, Steve Broi- 
dy, Joe Cooper, Jules Covey, Jerry 
Giesler, Al Hart, Jules James, Tony 


s 





ai 


| Martin, George Murphy, Ronald 
over the theatre. Rothafel, asso-| Reagan, Frank Sinatra and Arthur 
ciated with an independent syndi-| w Stebbins 


cate, will continue in his present - 











side” jokes. Conversely, the per- 
former who is not circumscribed to 
local humor has not only an ap- 
preciative and show-wise audience 
but an important outlet for his 
wares. Conditions for “round” 
|actors being what they are, the 
talent-and-musicians roster in the 
resort mountain time eclipses that 
of Miami Beach and Las Vegas, 
the two most potent and eoncen- 
trated variety talent markets. That 
| is a statistic that may be dealt with 
in another reprise of the borscht 
| cireuit. 

| Trudi Adams’ Click 


| It is important to see a seasoned 
songstress like Trudi Adams, for 
example, at least enjoy substantial 
{showcasing as she has time an 
jagain at Grossinger’s, and else- 
, where in the summer circuits, and 
|perhaps find herself finally “dis- 
covered,” if Jack Benny's reaction 
|was any criterion. An obviously 
| Seasoned pro, she has been “no- 
;ticed” in the Variety New Act 
files as Trude Adams dating gack 
| to 1954 at the Village Vanguard 
but, nonetheless, rates important 
nitery, variety and vaudeo show- 
casing because she’s a comedienne 
of considerable impact. 

| The talent shortage being what it 
is, the Catskills at last may come 
into fuller recognition not only as 
|} an incubator but a maturer outlet 
|for variety talent. In the general 
scheme of things the Poconos, the 
Berkshires and the Catskills are 
rewarding show-wise. 





Benny ‘Discovers’ Jessel 


Benny, an audience including 

MCA veepee Danny Welkes. Block 
& Sully, Ambassador McDonald, 
Jan Peerce, Betsy Palmer, N.Y. 
State Senator Jerry Bloom, N.Y. 
Post sports columnist Milt Gross, 
ranking golfer Herman Barron, et 
al., all agreed they “never saw 
| Jessel better.” 
, When it was recalled how Eddie 
Cantor discovered Eddie Fisher 
singing at Grossinger’s, Benny 
cracked, “I too came 3,000 miles 
and discovered Jessel at Grossin- 
ger’s and I’m gonna take him back 
to the Coast also”: Jessel was in his 
prime in an inspired songalog. 

Will Jordan likewise evidenced 
;advanced study in his impression 
jtechnique. One on Ed Sullivan 
singing (7) a rock 'n’ roll number 
| will probably wind up on a Sunday 
night semester. Some new take- 
| offs included uncanny impressions 
| of Groucho Marx and Crosby; para- 
| doxically, with Benny out front, 
|his mimicry of the comedian was 
| below par. 
| The organization of the “moun- 
tain time” for package bookings is 
a recent evolution which requires 

ja Grossinger’s or a Concord to pay 
top prices for talent on the choicer 
nights and permits the same acts 
{to play the lesser resort hotels en 
the less trafficked Monday- 
through-Thursday, for example. 
The plus value for the act is that it 


{ (Continued on page 63) 








post in addition to acting as lessor 
when National Theatres’ lease ter- 
minates on Sept. 15 and the Cine- 
Miracle production, “Windjam- 
mer,” is withdrawn. 

Looks like Warner Bros.’ “Damn 
Yankees” will teeoff Rothafel’s in- 
dependent operation in late Sep- 
tember or early October. He also 
plans the reinstating of stage shows 
and will resume the old deluxer 
policy with selected pictures. 
While it was hoped to launch the 
stage policy with the reopening | 
under the new management, it’s | 
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on time. 
The Roxy is owned by Rockefel- | 
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Congress And Amusements 
[A Check-List of Action and Inaction] 
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Washington, Aug. 26. 
With everyone In a scramming mood, Rep. Oren Harris, chair- 
man of the House Interstate Committee, has abandoned plans 
to reform the Federal Communications Commission this session, 
he told VARIETY. 
“We will wait and approach the whole subject next year, 
probably enlarging the scope after additional hearings this fall,” 
Harris said. He’s got additional $60,000 to set up more hearings 
this fall, not necessarily on FCC, b t additional agencies. 

With the Congressional curtain about to go down on the 85th session, 
everyone is fighting for center-stage—or at least a speaking part in the 
final flurry of bill passing. 

Much legislation, expected to receive action, will be drowned out, 
by this chirping Congressional chorus. Much will get the necessary 
final bow. This week is the target date for adjournment, and the open- 
ing of campaigns for the 435 congressmen and some 32 Senators who 
face re-election. 

Meanwhile the record of this Congress was receiving strictly partisan 
applause. The Texas soft-shoe team of Democratic Leaders Sam Ray- | 
burn and Senator Lyndon Johnson asserted this was the most con- 
structive congress in 50 years,—a swipe at Ike for not “leading.” 

But the Republican National Committee launched its “scissors cam- 
paign” to cut down the Democratic majority in the next Congress, 
and “thus, slash the bands that bind the Administration's program.” 

For the entertainment industry, much legislation—taxes, spectrum | 
studies, cultural centers, to name a few—is pending. Here’s a run- 
down on it: 
| Admission Taxes | 

Congress wiped out Federal taxes on admissions up to $1. 


6 FCC Reform Bill || 

















The House Legislative Oversight Committee’s four-point reform} work followed by slack days and 
| distribute the workload more even- 


bill has been set aside until next year. 


_ | 
Educational TV | | 











House Interstate Committee voted out legislation authorizing grants | some 5.000 square feet and features 
of $1 million to allocate for educational tv construction and equipment | 4 sprinkier system though only 
| sefety film will be handled there. 
;|It has a loading ramp at truck 


in each state and territory. Favorable action is expected this session. 





Radio-TV Frequency Utilization | 





- 





| co-op basis, at cost, and is seen as 


| spread to other exchange centers. 


| film at a lower per-foot cost than 


| 
Senate has endorsed legislation calling for a study of the govern- | 


ment-control frequencies to see if reallocation can be made giving | 


more io civilian uses. House Interstate Committee reported out legis-| have discussed merged backroom | 
lation amending study to include civilian, as well as military spectrum operations, and outfits like Na- 
allocations. (“If we could bring together the bands that include 12) tional 
channels for VHF and 70 UHF channels, some transfers might produce | pitches to handle the work for the | 
additional civilian frequencies,” Chairman Harris said.) Senate’s agreed | distributors. 
| panies finally determined it would | 

}] be best to test a cooperative move. | houses reduction doesn’t become 


to accept House amendment next year. 
ri Defense Education Bill 


This measure includes Federal funds to promote education via | 











motion pictures, tv and radio. With Democratic leadership demanding | ties, 


passage before adjournment, it is expected to complete its rugged 
Congressional course this week. U.S. Office of Education will work 
out details, organize advisory commissions on its many facets. 








Capital Cultural Center 

Variety's revelations that House Public Works committee was drag- 
ging its feet on this Senate passed measure, brought a telegraphed 
boost fron Robert W. Dowling, chairman of the American National 
Theater and Academy, and heat from Washington’s Evening Star and 
Post & ‘‘imes Herald. Final approval expected. 


| Jukebox Bill 


"Dead for this session, althougn approved by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, 8-5, is the O'Mahoney bill giving composers royalties on 
the records of their music played in jukeboxes. Composers would get 
a two-cent royalty on each record manufactured for a coin-operated 
machine, and could work out a licensing arrangement for more royal- 
ties each time a record is played. an 
Smathers Bill 
Divorce of broadcasters from music recording is also dead. Florida 
Democrat Smathers became disenchanted early and made only one 
appearance at hearings of Senate Interstate’s Communications subcom- 
mittee. Chairman John Pastore (D-R.I.) declared, after 13 days of hear- 
ings, in four months, he saw no “compulsion” for stations in play 
any type of music. After summaries by ASCAP’s John Schulman and 
BMI’s Samuel Rosenman, record went to FCC and Justice Dept. Unless 
antitrust violations are found, this is the end of the line for the per- 
ennial ASCAP-BMI controversy, at least, this phase of it. 
government agencies will take months. 
| Roosevelt Royalty Bill | 
Rep. James Roosevelt's House Small Business subcommittee on al- 
leged inequities in distribution of ASCAP royalty funds may well 
strike pay dirt . . . not in legislation, but in crack-down by Justice 
on charged violations of ASCAP’s 1950 consent decree. Roosevelt re- 
vealed past week that negotiations between antitrust division of Justice 
and ASCAP spokesmen have already begun and he is eyeing develop- 
ments. He told House he wants to see if Justice will be successful “in 
bringing about a situation wherein smaller members of the industry 
can survive and compete with an acceptable degree of effectiveness.” 
Roosevelt estimates “literally hundreds” of smaller publishers and 
composers depend on action by Justice. 


Kefauver_ Pornography Bill 
House-Senate conferees will compromise on tougher Senate measure 
doubling penalities for distribution of pornographic material to juve- 


niles, and making prosecution possible at point of delivery. 


| Miscellany | 

Of interest to motion picture trade is 11th hour introduction of four 
bills by Senators Humphrey (D-Minn) and Long (D-La.), all aimed at 
correcting flaws in antitrust laws as affecting treble damage suits. 
Tossed into hopper at this late date, these can do little but get a head 
start on legislation next Congressional session. Though general in 
nature, certain provisions which would speed up process of such suits 
could expedite certain types of motion picture suits, such suits as those 
against National Screen Service and Technicolor (a consent judgment is 
on the books in this case). But the big Paramount case, for example, 
would not have come under provisions of proposed laws, since they 
do not apply to judgements entered before any evidence is taken. 









































Study by | 





ALO DEPOT TEST 





5 MAJORS CO-OP 
TOSHIP PRINTS 


In the first such move of its kind 
in the industry, six film com- 
panies (Metro, Paramount, Colum- 
bia, Universal, Warners and Allied 
Artists) are setting up a jointly- 
owned shipping depot in Buffalo. 
It'll be in operation within a 
month. 

Six distributors are cooperating 
in the venture and pooling their 
facilities for shipping, inspection, 
etc. Operation will be run on a 





an important test. If it succeeds, 
i.e. if the participating companies 
find it practical and economical, 
the pooling concept could easily 


The two companies not partici- 
pating are 20th-Fox, which has al- 
ways maintained that it can ship 


anyone else, and United Artists. 
In the Buffalo setup, the par- 
ticipating distribs will continue to 
run their individual sales offices, 
but will give up their backroom 
work. The pooled manpower ar- 
rangement is expected to eliminate 
the traditional periods of rush 


ly and economically. 
The joint depot in Buffalo covers 


level and is located in a convenient 
section. | 
| 


The companies from time to time | 








Film Service have made | 


However, the com- | 


Some individual companies have | 
merged their shippingroom facili- | 
Paramount and Metro did | 
this in New York and also in Cleve- | 
land. Others have discussed simi- | 
lar arrangements. For a time, a 
joint depot in N.Y. was under seri- 
ous consideration by the sales man- 
agers. 





EXHIBITORS CONSULTED! 


Texas Firm Asks About Theme, 
Title, Promotion 








Dallas, Aug. 26. 

“Bronco Fury” is title of rodeo 
featurette in color now getting its 
final editing by United National 
Film Corp. here. 

It was picked by exhibitors who 
have contracted to show film, Joe 
Graham, prez of United, stated. 
He has policy to work close with 
exhibitors in choosing subject-mat- 
ter, setting their lengths and deter- 
mining titles and means of pro- 
motion. 

“Bronco Fury” is the first film 
produced by United National un- 
der its agreement with Hurnberger 
Productions Ltd., was shot on lo-| 
cation at the S-M-S Ranches and | 
the Texas Cowboy Reunion ands 
Rodeo at Stamford, Tex. 





Shopping Center's Roof Parking 
A Reade Drive-In After Dark; 
First With ‘Wire-Less’ Speakers 


+ 
> 





But Non-Infectious 

Alfred Hitchcock's reliabili- 
ty so far as delivering product 
on the appointed time is con- 
cerned is seen in Paramount's 
slating of the producer's “No 
Bail for the Judge” for 1959 
Thanksgiving release. 

As Par global sales chief 
George Weltner puts it, if 
Hitchcock says it will be 3:10 
at Yuma (to borrow another 
company’s picture title) that’s 
the time it will be. 

It should be noted, of 
course, that the film-maker 
hasn't yet any ideas of cam- 
era work schedule and Par 
doesn’t know how the picture 
will turn out. 


Downtown Booth 











Crews Reduced ‘ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 28. 

New contract with Projectionists 
Union negotiated by Harry H. 
Weiss, RKO Theatres district man- 
ager, affords loop first run theatres 
considerable relief. It calls for one 
operator to booth instead of cur-| 
rent two starting next week. This | 
means employment of three pro- | 
jectionists in place of five includ-| 
ing swing man. 

While there's a raise in scale 
savings to show houses still will be 
considerable. 


| by the Reade circuit. 


Walter Reade's Dover Drive-In, 
first ozoner in the country to fea- 
ture a wire-less speaker system, 
will open within the next three 
weeks, It’s located in the heart of 
Dover, N. J., and is unique also in 
that it occupies the second story. 
of a shopping center. 

The drive-in started when it was 
proposed to build a second story 
to accommodate shoppers who 
come in with their cars. Reade 
suggested that, as long as the area 
existed, it might as well be used 
as an ozoner in the evenings. 
Drive-in accommodates about 550 
automobiles. 

Double-decker arrangement ne- 
cessitated a setup without cables, 
System used is described as an in- 
duction method, which utilizes wire 
coils placed beneath the floor. 


'There are no speaker ‘posts. Pa- 


trons pick up their speakers as 
they enter and the signal is broad- 
cast within the limited area from 
the booth. 

Cars also are given portable 
eaters, allowing the installation 
to function until late in the fall. 
The Dover ozoner brings to 13 
the number of drive-ins operated 
Situation, 
for the moment at least, can't get 
any firstrun product. 


Gary Cooper On 
Age ‘n Romance 


Concerning the teaming of vet- 





|ness. Wald, who produced the Os- | Vo 


In case of two United Paramount p= ‘Seunie antl to hen vel 
\last week “it might have been a 
|'mistake” that he was cast as the 
romantic co-lead with Audrey Hep- 
burn in William Wyler’s produc- 
tion of “Love in the Afternoon.” 
Picture, which was commercially 


Oscarcast Format To 
é ° ’ b> 

disappointing, was criticized by 
Stress Entertainment, }some professional appraisers on 
. 4 [the ground that Cooper was not 
As in Biz of Same Name suitable for the part calendar-wise. 
The Academy Awards telecast “But then, I don’t know,” said 
next year will run two hours, pro-|the star. “You know, in the west- 
ducer Jerry Wald reported last | erns we could have a dilly and it 
week. Show will have a drastically |didn't matter because perhaps 
revamped format that will stress|there was no emotion.” A dilly, 
entertainment. |Cooper inferred, meant a young 


Show is set for April 6, a Mon- | actress. 
day, to avoid hurting theatre busi- | 


effective until six months but oper- 
ators take immediate salary cut. 








gel’s European Trip; 
Believed Ready to Sell 
Meiro’s British Studio 


Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel 
returned to New York from Europe 
on Monday (25) following a 10-day 


car telecast this year, said he had 
the new format all worked out. In-| 
dications are that, among other; 
things, it’ll lump together some or 
all of the technical awards which, 
in the past, have tended to slow 
down the show. 





‘Long Gone’ Goes Col 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Motion picture rights to Peter | 
Dawson's “Long Gone” have been | 
acquired by Morningside Produc- | 
tions, which releases through Col- 
umbia. 
H. N. Swanson agency negotiated | 
for estate of the author. 





Draw Checks on Communist China Ban 
Hey, That’s Trading With the Enemy! 


The Hungarian film monopoly { 
opened a sterling payment drawing 
account at a London bank recent- 
ly, and the Motion Picture Export 


Assn. almost found itself violat- 
ing the Trading With the Enemy 
Act. 

It came about the following way: 
Once the deal was concluded call- 
ing for the sale of American films 
to the Hungarians, Budapest in- 
formed the Association that it had 
established a letter of credit for 
pound payments with the Bank of 
China in London. Money was to 
be used to cover out-of-pocket ex- 
penses for prints, etc. 





MPEA accepted, but routed a 
routine query through to its Lon- 
don office. London replied that this | 
was indeed a Communist Chinese | 
bank. MPEA then checked and) 
found that, under existing regula- | 
tions, dealing with that bank would | 
constitute a violation of the Trad-| 
ing with the Enemy Act. It’s okay 
for the British to do business with 
such a bank, since the British 
Government has recognized Red | 
China. 

MPEA then got in touch with 
Budapest and explained the situa- 
tion. The Hungarians opened an- 
other account with a French bank 
in London. 





visit to London and Rome. 

It's thought that he discussed 
the possible sale of Metro's British 
studio. 

Vogel surveyed the possibilities 
of additional cuts in the company's 
whole foreign operation, inciuding 
the dropping of non-productive 
properties and the consolidation of 
several exchanges on the Conti- 
nent with other companies. 

In Rome, Vogel checked on the 
progress being made in Metro's 
— production of “Ben- 

ur. 


SKOURAS TO EXAMINE 
EX-KING’S HUNT FILM 


Spyros P. Skouras, president of 
20th-Fox, leaves for Europe today 
(Wed.), going first to London, then 
Brussels, Paris, Rome and probably 
also Athens. 

In Rome he will be honored by 
the Italian Government for his 
services on both the humanitarian 
and film levels. 

In Brussels, Skouras expects to 
meet with ex-King Leopold and te 
look at some big-game films which 
the former king has shot in Africa. 
There apparently exists a possibil- 
ity that 20th may distribute the 
documentary. 
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By HY HOLLINGER 


The American market will be 
lost to foreign films if the present 
trend of mergers between indie dis- 
tributors and major U. S. film 
companies continues, according to 
Joseph Green, prexy of President 
Films, an independent importer 


and distributor of foreign pix. Al- 
though he did not mention the re- 
cent merger between Lopert Films 
and United Artists and the previ- 
ous tieup between Edward Kingsley 
and Columbia, Green apparently 
had these situations in mind. 

These associations, Green be- 
lieves, is part of the overall com- 
mercialization of foreign product. 
“The trend toward the commer- 
cialization of foreign films,” he de- 
clared, “must lead eventually to a 
state where the so-called art houses 
will be playing only American pic- 
tures.” He pointed out that this 
was already happening. He cited 
as an example the situation in 
New York where important Ameri- 
can films are day-and-dated on 
Broadway and at the east side art 
houses, thus bringing about a 
shortage of theatres for the show- 
ing of the foreign pix. 

According to Green, the new 
trend will also result in a deteriora- 
tion of the quality of foreign films. 
He feels that with the major film 
companies calling the turns, the 
foreign producers will be influ- 
enced by the lure of fabulous 
sums of money and will gear their 
entries to meet the demands of the 
mass market in the U.S. “It has 
created a situation,” he _ said, 
“where the foreign producer no 
longer thinks of his own market 
and the type of film he has to pro- 
duce for home consumption. His 
main concern now is how to ab- 
sorb the biggest possible market 
in the United States.” 

The consequence of this type of 
thinking, according to Green, is 
that it will remove the difference 
between American pictures and 
foreign pictures and all product 
will seem the same. “There will be 
less identification with the country 
of origin and all of Europe will be 
trying to make Brigitte Bardot 
pictures,” he added. 

Green maintains that this policy 
will drive away the specialized au- 
diences that helped to develop the 
popularity of foreign films in the 
U. S. and that it will also stop the 
natural growth of these films in 
this country. He also stresses that 
if the European producers continue 
to make films with their eyes on 
the American market, they’ll soon 
discover that they're losing their 
own local audiences. 


The indie distrib warns that the | 
influence of the U. S. majors will | 


lead to the U. S. companies inject- 
ing American standards into for- 
eign pictures, including the restric- 
tions of 
“Eventually,” he added, 
American companies will be send- 
ing over their own stars, directors 
and stories and will make their own 
foreign films.” 

Since 1940, Green stated, the in- 
die distributor of foreign films de- 
veloped the U. S. market in his 
own unique way, resulting in the 
increase in the number of art 
houses from a couple of dozen to 
ever 1,000. In addition, playing 
time was obtained in commercial 
houses, he noted. 
number of these houses would 
have doubled and tripled. It would 
have been a_ healthy, natural 
growth,” he declared. 

What has been happening to the 
quality of foreign films, Green 
said, is obvious from the crop that 
was available at the Caannes Film 
Festival. Green charged tbat be- 
cause of the interest in the U. S. 
market the foreign producers are 
trying to make blockbusters out 
of little pictures and that very lit- 
tle effort is made to develop the 
story. 

Green himself just returned 
from the European production cen- 
tres armed with four films he 
plans to distribute in the U. S. 
during this year. They include 
two German films — “Jonas,” a 
film critics award-winner in Ger- 
many and “Rose Bernd,” starring 
Maria Schell. In addition, he has 
ean lItalian-Freneh co-production, 
“His Last Sentence,” and a French 
entry which was produced in Co- 
penhageu, “Call Girls.” 





Regrets ‘Americanization’ of European 


Films Via U.S. Merger-With-Dictate 


ry 





— 


the Production Code. | 
“the 


| bership comprises 


“In time the} 
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National Boxoffice Survey 
Biz OK Pre-Holiday; ‘Pacific’ Again 1st, ‘Deb’ 2d, 
‘Country’ 3d, ‘Naked’ 4th, ‘Indiscreet’ 5th 


It's the week before Labor Day | 
| 


holiday weekend, with a batch of 
new, strong pix being launched 
shortly to take advantage of this | 
annual upbeat, and biz currently 
reflects this situation. Many key) 
cities covered by VARIETY are) 
loaded with holdovers and long-| 
runs; hence, trade is on the spotty 
side in many of them. 

“South Pacific’ (20th) is box- 
office champ this session, the same 
as last week. Playing in some 20, 
keys, it is considerably ahead of its 
nearest competitor. “Reluctant 
Debutante” (M-G) is _ finishing 
second, same as a week ago. 

“Big Country” (UA), a new- 
comer, is winding up third, with 
all indications of being heard from 
additionally in the future. “Naked 
and Dead” (WB), third last stanza, 
is taking fourth place. 

“Indiscreet” (WB), long high on 
the list and topper for weeks, is 
capturing fifth position. “Search 
For Paradise” (Cinerama) is tak- | 
ing sixth money. “Around World 
in 80 Days” (UA) is pushing up to 
seventh spot. 


“Gigi” (M-G) will take eighth 
while “La Parisienne” (UA) is 
winding in ninth slot. “Vikings” 


(UA), long in the upper brackets, 
is finishing 10th. “Imitation Gen-| 
eral” (M-G), just getting around, 
is taking 11th position while “Twi- | 
light For Gods” (U) rounds out the 
Top 12. 


“Certain Smile” (20th), “Rock- 


| Chi, 


| erness” 


A-Bye Baby” (Par), “Matchmaker” 
(Par), “Kings Go Forth” (UA) and 
“Key” (Col) are the runner-up pix. 

One of strongest newcomers is 
“Cat on Hot Tin Roof” (M-G), 
which is torrid and an outstanding 
entry in Boston. Another which 
looms as a terrific moneymaker, 
based on its showing to date in 
is “Defiant Ones” (UA), 
hanging up a second-week record 


after smashing the house high 
opening round. 
“The Hunters” (20th), which 


opens today at N.Y. Paramount, is 
rated fine in Washington. “Never 
Love Stranger” (AA) looks bright 
in Boston. “China Doll” (UA), 
fine in Toronto, shapes okay in 
Frisco. “Raw Wind in Eden” (U) 
is stout in Chi and Cleveland. 

“Badlanders” (M-G) looms neat 
in Toronto and okay in three other 
keys. It’s mild in Indianapolis and 
Philly. “Andy Hardy Comes 
Home” (M-G) is disappointing on 
first few dates. 

“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) is 
generally not so hot this round 
but strong in Chi. “White Wild- 
(BV) shapes big in N.Y. 
and L.A. 

“Attila” (Indie) shapes socko in 
St. Louis. “Light in Forest” (BV) 
looks nice in Chi and Providence. 

“No Time For Sergeants” (WB) 
looms boffo in Minneapolis. “The 
Fly” (20th), good in Balto, is rated 
nifty in K.C. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9-10) 





WB’s ‘Home Before Dark’ 
Ends Retrospective Fest — 
Of Americans in Brazil 


Warner Brothers’ “Home Before 
Dark,” starring Jean Simmons, Dan 
O'Heriihy, Rhonda Fleming and 
Efrem Zimbalist Jr., has been 
picked for the climax of the retro- 
spective American film festival in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Aug. 30. 

Fest started in June-under the 
title “History of the American 
Movies.” It received the coopera- 
tion of the U. S. State Dept., the 
Museum~-of Modern Art and the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. For 
the “occasion, the Brazilian govern: 
ment permitted a raise in the. 
frozen Brazilian admission prices. 

In N.Y., the film has been booked 
into Radio City Music Hall 


a RRS 


RE 


Paramount Pictures has blasted 
Allied States Assn., whosé mem- 
an estimated 
4,000 theatres. Surprise factors 
lie in circumstances that (a) 
rarely does a film company act 
singly and (b) the devastating na- 
ture of the Paramount attack. 

The battle is on _ antitrust 
grounds basically, which is a pretty 
significant area considering that 
the film companies collectively and 
some major circuits are defendants 
in about 160 current suits which 
ask total treble damages of over 
$500,000,000. Exhibs, of course, 
are the plaintiffs. | 

But within the framework of the | 
antitrust row, Par has accused 
Allied leaders of trying to place 
producers in such a straitjacket 
that big and important pictures 
could no longer be made and the 
entire industry would greatly suf- 
fer. 

The Par position was given by 
Louis Phillips, v.p, and general 
counsel. It was communicated in 
letter form to Hubert H. Hump: | 
hrey, chairman, subcommittee on 
Retailing, Distribution and Fair | 
Trade Practices, of the Senate's | 
Select Committee on Small Busi- 
ness, 


Paramount Ridicules Alli 


[Calls It Foe of ‘Big 


|on the general 


|FOUR LINED UP FOR 


-MARTY GOSCH O’SEAS 


Independent producer Martin 
Gosch left New York for Europe 
Mon. (25) to get underway with a 
series of four productions, three 
of which are to be made in asso- 
ciation with others. 

According to the blueprint the 
schedule is this: “Arena,” from the 
Chartes Grayson novel, to be made 
in Madrid in a tieup with Allen 
Dowling Two Cities Investing Co. 
of California; “Up at the Villa,” 
from the W. Somerset Maugham 
novel, rights to which have been 
acquired from Lorenzo Productions 
of N. Y.; “The Cid,” to be co-pro- 
duced in Madrid with Aspa Films, 
and “You Inspire Me,” for London 
production in association with Del- 
bert Mann 


Phillips. They fought for the di- 


|vorcement of theatres from pro-| rebuttal this week on its own for 


duction-distribution at one point 
of history and then followed up 
with a plea for this same kind of 
integration—that is, the right of 


the divorced circuits to segue into | so much of the surprise as stated 


production with preemptive book- 
ing rights, stated the veteran film 
biz lawyer. 


The next follow-up was their ob- | 
jection to the idea of a film com-| Phillips stated this ts baseless, for, 


pany acquiring a theatre, he as- 
serted. 

Phillips’ letter was in the riature 
of a counter-offensive. Short time 
ago the Senate unit issued a report 
field of antitrust 
laws and judicial interpretations. 
Allied shot back with a denuncia- 
tion of the Department of Justice’s 
alleged laxity in policing the de- 
crees in the film industry and 
charged the companies with vio- 
lations of the decrees by way of 


| price-fixing, abandoning a reason- 
| able system of clearances between 
| or among competing theatres and, 


in general, just asking too much 
money for their pictures, 

The little men of exhibition, said 
Allied, were being discriminated 
against because they couldn’t get 
pictures until the top firstruns and 
other big situations played them 
out. Particularly singled out for 


Allied leaders are “consistent | the alleged abuses was Par in its 
only in their inconsistency,” said ' handling of “Ten Commandments,” 


More ‘Motivational’ Data 
Desirable If Finances Are 
Available—Ralph Hetzel 


Efforts age being made by Ralph 
Hetzel, executive v.p. of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, to 
find financing for a continuation 
of the motivational study affecting 
motion picture theatre attendance 
which MPAA sponsored last year. 

Plan originally was to have ad- 
ditional studies financed out of the 
business building drive funds. 
However, any chances for money 
from that source now have petered 
out. 

Hetzel, who initiated the original 
survey, said last week that follow- 
up work was needed, particularly 
now that the “soft” areas had been 
discovered. The original two vol- 
umes of findings and _ statistics 
brought out interesting facts, but 
didn’t go much beyond facts which, 
in general outline, already were 
known to the industry. It was 
assumed from the outset that ad- 
ditional analytical work was 
needed. 

Film biz has never been strong 
in the statistical area and the 
MPAA survey was the first con- 
certed effort in the direction of de- 
fining the audience and its reac- 
tions under today’s conditions. 
One of the reasons why the film 
industry, unlike other industries, 
has been so laggard in getting to 
know its customers is the hesitancy 
of the distributors to play ball with 
any survey. 

Then, too, many in the produc- 
tion end of the business feel that 
they know the answers in broad 
terms, and that motion pictures, 
unlike other merchandise of more 
standard quality, can’t be easily ad- 
justed to statistical findings. Those 


who feel that a continuous study | 


is badly needed argue that mil- 
lions of Americans either have cut 
down on their attendance, or have 
given up seeing films altogether, 
and that a knowledge of their at- 
titudes is required before any at- 
tempt can be made to bring them 


back to the boxoffice. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Marcel Achard 
Frederick Brisson 
Geraldine Brooks 
Salvatoro Casolaro 
Sylvia Drulie 
Fred Gronich 
Alan Hewitt 
Constance Hope 
Arthur Hornblow Jr. 
Wolfe Kaufman 
Jeff Livingston 
Martin Manulis 
David Merrick 
Cliff Norton 
Charles Russell 
Herbert Sargent 
Maurice Silverstein 
Monique Van Vooren 
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Joseph R. Vogel 


Par, via Phillips, provided the 


the reason that price-fixing is an 
issue and the companies feel re- 
strained from acting in concert. In 
this respect the Par retort is not 


earlier but it does represent one 
of the few times that a company 
has answered back in such fashion. 

As for the charge of price-fixing, 


indeed, no law is violated by li- 
censing a picture on a per-capita 
royalty basis as is done with “Com- 
mandments.” The exhib is not told 
what price the public must pay for 
an admission any more than the 
manufacturer of chairs, while tak- 
ing a specific price for each chair, 
doesn’t tell the retailer how much 
to charge the consumer. 

As for the clearance angle, con- 
sider the situation that would de- 
velop if Allied had its way — if 
small houses would get big pic- 
tures pronto. This, said Phillips, 
would deprive the distribs of fiex- 
ibility and discretion in merchan- 
dising their product, an uneco- 
nomical number of prints would 
be required, word of mouth would 
be lost if the quick playoffs and 
the public wouldn’t have sufficient 
opportunity to see the better prod- 

uct. The  big-money pictures 
would be just too risky to make, 








he added. 


Films Legal on TV, 
Not in Theatres 


Greensboro, N.C., Aug. 26. 

Sunday films are ok in South 
Carolina—if you see them on tele. 
vision. 
| Also swim if you will on the 
Sabbath, but do not fish. Golf ig 
permissable. 

Atty.-Gen. T. C. Callison, gave 
his legal opinions in a letter to 
Spartanburg theatre interests. He 
said state blue laws permit opera- 
tion of swimming pools but not fish 
ponds. 

Sunday movies are permitted 
in this state only in cities with a 
population of more than 62,000. 
Callison advised. But he said its 
legal to watch movies on television. 

The question involving Sunday 
recreation was raised by Spartan- 
burg Attorney Sam R. Watt. Thea- 
tre Manager Robert Talbert was 
acquitted of blue law violation a 
month ago but warned he would 
be subject to arrest if he opened 
his theatre again on Sunday. 





Juve Delinquency Novel 
By Manhattan Instructor 
To Metro for $200,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

“Strike Heaven on the Face,” an 
unpublished novel tby Charles Cali- 
tri, has been bought by Metro for 
$200,000 cash plus participation 
and escalator clauses which may 
give the author eventual payment 
as high as $500,000. Pandro Ber- 
man has been assigned to produce 
the property. 

Crown Publishing Co. is brings 
ing the book out Oct. 17, and 
paperback rights have been sold to 
the New American Library, but 
latter editions won't be out for two 


| years. 


Escalator clauses in the pix pact 
give author additional coin, based 
on sales of the book. Calitri is an 
English teacher at Benjami 
Franklin high school in N. Y., an 
this is his second novel. It’s about 
high school juves and juve delin- 
quency in Gotham. 

Deal for writer was closed by 
the Shirley Collier agency. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Ardrey 
Louise Beck 
Poliy Bergen 
Karl Bernstein 
Peggy Cass 

Joe Cramer 
Richard Duckett 
Samuel G. Engel 
George Englund 
Eddie Fisher 
Nancy Franklin 
Eva Gabor 

Cary Grant 
Norman Grang 
Grace Hayes 
Maury Hill 

Earl Holliman 
Henry Jaffe 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Paul N. Lazarus Jr. 
Sophia Loren 
Frank Maxwell 
Charles McGregor 
Abe Montague 
Ralph Nelson 
Arthur O’Connell 
Bill Ornstein 
George Pellitier 
Carlo Ponti 
Vincent Price 
Cyril Ritchard 
George Sidney 
John Smith 

Paul J. Wexler 
Marie Wilson 


N. Y. to Europe 


Eugene Castle 
James Cagney 
Jules Furthman 
George Glass 
Hope Lange 
Donald La Badie 
Fulton Lewis Jr. 
Nicole Maurey 
Don Murray 
Lester Ostermaa 
Walter Seltzer 
Albert Sharpe 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Miriam Stern 
Marcel Weil 


N. Y. to L. A. 


I. Robert Broder 
Jack Davies. 

Ed Feldman 
Arthur J. Funk 
Leah Salisbury 
Dana Wynter 
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VENICE’S ART-THO-IT-HURTS 





Panchali’ (India) Tops Vancouver 


Feature class plaque, plus a eulogy, 


chali,” 
Film is a four-time winner. 
ducer 
most flawless” 
already 
cal score, and camera work. 
Russia's “Don Quixote” got a 
Clair’s French feature 
peccable in all its aspects.’ 
Separa’ 
tries, headed by 
“City of Gold,” 
rush days, 
“Journey 
of Man,” 


and “created from 


into Spring,” 


Khottabych,” 

In the telefilm category, 
first place. “Skid Row,” 
citizens, 


India’s entry to the 1958 (initial) Vancouver 
Frank R. Crawley, 
and adjudicating chairman, declared “Panchali” 


established theme.” Film netted further 


“Porte des Lilas,” 


¢ panel conned documentary, 


Vancouver, Aug. 26. 
was awarded “Pather Pan- 
Film Festival. 
Canadian film pro- 
to be “al- 
scratch without depending on an 
kudos for musi- 


film” nod, as did Rene 
pronounced here as “im- 


“great 


children’s films and tv en- 


onetime American cameraman O. H. Borradaile. 
National Film Board opus on Dawson City 
took the plaque in the documentary 
and the Netherland’s 
netted special mentions. 
dren's feature, won the plaque for Japan. Russia's juve entry, 
ran a close second. 

“Onion Johnnie,” 
a documentary on Vancouver's 
attained special mention. 


gold 
class, Britain's 
“Rembrandt, Painter 
“Little Black Sambo,” a chil- 
“Old 


a British effort, won 
submerged 


Some 20,000 clicked through Odeon’s Vogue theatre turnstiles 


during the 12-day celluloid fest, amounting to 
Officials had budgeted for 40% 
, and the boxoffice was achieved sans much apparent or con- 


city audiences.” 
even 


sistent ballyhoo. 





“around 60° capa- 
turnout to break 








Rosen, Rosian, Wilkinson, Rose 


New Universal Sales Satraps 


Universal has revised the opera-,y 
tional setup of its domestic dis- 
tribution organization in a move 
that is said to be designed to ad- 
just the sales activities to the de- 
mands of the future. 

Duties formerly assigned to the 
company’s division manasers in 
the homeoffice have been dele- 


gated .to four regional sales man- 
agers who will maintain their 
headquarters in the field. This ar- 





rangement, it’s said, will place the 
regional execs in a better posi- 
tion “to cope with he changing 
conditions in conducting their day- 
to-day business with their exhibi- 
tor customers.” 

Effective Sept. 6, the New York, 
region ay be under the super-| 
vision of Joseph B. Rosen and will 
comprise the New York, Poston, 
Philadelphia and Washingtor 
branches and the Albany and New 


Haven sales offices. Headquarters 
will be in N. ¥ 

P. F. Rosian will handle the east- 
err region, headquartering in Chi- 
cago and supervising tie Atlanta, 
Charlotte, Jacksonville, Chicagzo, 
Indianapolis, M.lwaukee, Cincin- 


nati, Detroit, Buffalo, Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh branches 
The central region, with head- 


cuarters in Dallas, will have a me 
Wilkinson in charge and will com- 
prise the Dallas, New Orleans, Ok- 
lahoma City, Minneapolis, Des 
Moines, Omana, St. Louis, Kansas 
City and Memphis branches. 

Barney Rose will supervise the 
western region, headquartering in 
San Francisco and comprising the 
Los Angeles, Denver, Salt Lake 
City, San Francisco, Portland and 
Seattle exchanges. 

Sales chief Henry H. Martin 
stressed that no exchanges will be 
closed in this realignment and that | 
the present booking procedures | 
will be maintained. 





NABES MORE PRO-BRITISH | 


Non - Art ‘Subsequents 
Downtown-Exposed gs 





Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Local de luxe neighborhood nel 
sequent-run non-art houses in-| 
creasingly are booking British pic- 
tuees after they've played the loop | 
first-run 400-seat World and the 
uptown three art theatres, or, in} 
some instances, only the latter, | 
and enjoying boxoffice prosperity 
with them. 

A current instance is the neigh- 
borhood de luxe Hopkins, which is 
in the earliest 28-day clearance 
slot, teaming up “How to Murder 
a Rich Uncle” and “All at Sea,’ 
both of which, singly, had previous 
long runs at neighborhood art 


theatres 

The boxoffice response is so sub- 
stantial 
usually 
is holding over 
second 


that the Hopkins, which 
has two changes a week, 
the twin bill a 
week. oil 


| serving successively as 
sales head of a special films divi-| 














—And the Victims 








With the new sales supervision 
via four regional headquarters (see 
separate story), Universal has 
dropped four veteran sales execu- 
tives. Their “resignations” pe- 
come effective on Sept. 6. 

Victims are Peter T. Dana, 
ern sales manager; Foster M. 
Blake, western sales manager; 
Manie M. Gottlieb, district man- 
ager with headquarters in Chicago, 
and James V. Frew, district man- 
ager with headquarters in Atlanta. 

The new setup saw Harry Fel- 
lerman, sales manager of the N. Y. 
exchange since August, 1956, 
moted to the post of N. Y. brancna 
manager, succeeding Joseph 3». 
Rosen who has become one of the 
four regional sales managers in the 
reorganization of the company’s do- 
mestic distribution operation. 

The four exiting the company 
have been with 
or more years. Dana has peen 
with U for 28 years, having joined 
the company in 1930 as a salesman 
in Albany after holding buyer and 
booker posts with the Schine Cir- 
cuit. Blake is a 20-year veteran, 


| dating to 1938 in Portland. Gott- 


lieb is a 34-year man with U. He 
joined the company in 1924 as | 
|sales manager in Des Moines. 


Frew has been with the company 
for 20 years, starting as a salesman 
in Cleveland in 1938. 

Fellerman, who moves up a 
notch in the new U echelon, has 
been with the company since 1939, 
salesman, 
_ and sales the 
. Y. exchange. 


manager of 


east- | 


pro- | 


Universal for 20 | 


Se 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS 
Venice, Aug. 26. 
| Indepenhdently-minded organizers 
lof the Venice film testival this 
year have run into a barrage of 
| protests and complaints involving 
| entries from Russia, Germany, 
| Poland and Spain. 

Troubles stem mostly from the 
| Venice position, i.e., that the fest 
|comes first, which means that art- 
| istic values figure uppermost. 
| The controversy over the Polish- 
| German coproduction, “The Eighth 
|Day of the Week,” wasn’t unex- 
| pected. The Alexander Ford pic- 
ture already had been yanked by 
'the Poles themselves from this 
| year’s Cannes festival. 

The Polish (State) Film Produc- 
ers Assn., ostensible because the 
picture “does not conform to 
reality” in its presentation of 
Polish postwar youth, protested 
ithe Venice showing. However, 
| Venice replied that, under its pre- 
| selection system, films are invited 
| by the festival and the country 
| represented represents a secondary 
consideration. (In other festivals 
it's the .ountry which is invited 
and then submits films). 

In the Spanish case, the com- 
plaint was based on non-inclusion. 
Madrid charged that its entry, 
“The Trumpets of Fear,” was re- 
jected sight-unseen. Fest countered 
saying that the picture had arrived 
too late for the selection commit- 
tee’s extended Aug. 4 devsdline. 

Germany, which last year beefed 
when its entry was not accepted, 
| this year seemed reluctant to have 
| the accepted film, “Das Maedchen 
Rosemarie,” shown. Venice fest 
rejected the German foreign min- 
istry’s request that the screening 
be cancelled on the grounds that it 
might harm the prestige and good 
name of West Germany abroad 
Picture, starring Nadja Tiller, is 
about a highclass prostitute called 
Rose Marie Nitribitt. 

What's really worrying German 
officialdom is the moral backdrop 
of economically booming Germany. 
Case recalls a similar controversy 
over Hollywood's “Blackboard Jun- 
gle” (which was subsequently 
yanked in one of Venice’s best- 
known controversies.) 

Finally, Russia protested Ven- 
ice’s preference for one of the So- 
viet pictures submitted, “Otar’s 
Widow.” Moscow apparently would 
rather have its “The Idiot” in the 
fest. 





Will Rogers’ Collection 


Total of 2,991 theatres partici- 
|pated in the audience collections 
drive for the benefit of the Will 
Rogers Hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. Figures aren’t fully com- 
puted yet but indications are this 
year’s campaign will set a new 
;high in funds for the show busi- 
| ness institution. 

Theatres in six exchanges put off 
their hat-passing until later dates 
| because of local conditions. 

















3 States’ B.0. Tax | 














Washington, Aug. 26. 
A total of 31 states collected 
$15,839,000 in selective sales and 
gross receipts taxes on admission 
tickets in the fiscal year 1958, com- 
pared to $15,086,000 in fiscal °57. 
Per the U.S. Dept. of Commerce. 


Bogeaus Moon’ 
In Giantscone 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Giantscope, a new projection 
process reported to create a third- 
dimensional effect sans need for 
glasses, has been developed by 
technicians of Technicolor in as- 
sociation with indie producer Ben- 
edict Bogeaus and Lee Zaviiz, 
cinematic innovator. System first 
will be used for presentation of 
Bogeaus’ “From the Earth to the 
Moon.” 

Process, in addition to the tri- 
dee effect, is said to produce en- 
riched color and can be projected 
in any desired height or width 
without distortion. It is adaptable 
to any theatre and an inexpensive 
three-lens unit, mounted on the 





projector, is the only necessary 
equipment 

Process will be used exclusive- 
ly on Bogeaus’ new film, skedded 


for release within 60 days 


Victor Mature Deadiecies 
Own Film Company And 


Seeks Jane Russell 
Victor Mature plans to reactivate 
his own production company when 
he winds his current assignment In 
“The Bandit,” now locationing in 
Madrid. “Bandit” is his sixth for 
Irving Allen-Cubby Broccoli’s War- 
wick Films 
Under the banner of Victor 
Mature Productions, actor plans to 
produce and star in “Escape from 
Andersonville” late this year for 
United Artists release. Mature is 
bidding for Jane Russell as femme 


ing film rights to the MacKinlay 
Kantor novel “Andersonville,” but 
will not alter plans unless judicial 
action initiated by Columbia forces 
title change. 

Clarence McFarling, 
been manager of the RKO- 
Orpheum in Sioux City, lowa, for 
eight years, has been named man- 
ager of the RKOQ-Orpheum, Des 
Moines, succeeding Matt Plunkett 
who now becomes manager of the 
RKO- lowa at Cedar Rapids. 


who has 


| Festioal: Winning Pictures Come Laden 


Some distributors of foreign 
films in the U.S. are beginnning 


to doubt the wisdom of touting | 


their releases as winners of this 
or that international film festival. 
They’re arguing that, rather than 
help a picture, the reputation so 


inflates the expectations of the key | 


critics that there's an almost in- 
evitable letdown. 

At least one distributor last 
week, in the position of preparing 
the release of a prizewinning film, 
said he was planning to let it go 
out “cold,” i.e. without any par- 
ticular reference to past honors. 
“I think it’s better to let the New 


York critics ‘discover’ such pic- 
tures for themselves,” he com- 
mented. 


Most of the indies are conv fRced | 


|that the metropolitan N.Y. scribes 
| almost automatically apply a dif- 
ferent set of values when an im- 
port arrives, loaded with fest ac- 
colades. It’s somewhat similar to 
the argument made some months 
back in Variety by Budd Schul- 
berg when he complained that the 
“successful” writers and directors 
almost can’t afford to turn out 
| average-quality work in films with- 
out taking severe punishment from 
the critics who come expecting to 
see unusual and qualitatively su- 
perior work. 

Fact is that, when it comes to 
imports, the appraisals of the New 
York critics rarely coincide with 
the evaluations of their European 
, colleagues. A great many Con- 
| tinental pix. important critical suc- 
cesses in Europe, have been dis- | 


"With Inflated Expectations (of Critics) 


carded in the States, whereas re- 
leases going practically unnoticed 
in Europe have managed to con- 
siderably dent the market in the 
States. 

It’s one of the more curious as- 
pects of this situation that the 
“artistic” hits in Europe are fre- 
quently considered avant garde 
in the U.S. whereas” certain 
European productions, looked on 
as more or less routine even by 
those who made them, have cap- 
tured the imagination of the “art” 
minded reviewers who call the 
tune with Yank art audiences. 

This is one of the reasons why 
the business of importing films is 
such a risky one and the men who 
teday are forced to lay out con- 
siderable sums for them are 
gamblers of a special sort. 


+ 





star. Herschel Daugherty’ will 
direct. 

Actor faces a screen title con- 
| flict With Columbia Pictures, hold- ; 


A NATIONS NS YELP Lanuck Would Seek Free Exchange Of 
WS FESTIVA| top Technical Talent, U.S. and Europe 


London, Aug. 26. 

On his return to Hollywood after 
he has completed his current indie 
production of “Roots of Heaven,” 
Darryl F. Zanuck plans to launch 
a campaign for the free _ inter- 
change of top echelon technical 
talent between Hollywood and 
Europe, and vice versa. 

The producer will be initiating 
this on the basis of his experiences 
in filming “Heaven” with a hand- 
picked international crew. How- 
ever, after they had completed 
their arduous location in French 
Equatorial Africa and returned to 
France for interiors, he was obliged 
to have a standby crew to meet 
union regulations. 

Zanuck said he understood the 
union's attitude so far as lower 
echelon technicians were  con- 
cerned, but he felt that neither the 
American, British or French indus- 
tries were making the best use of 
available talent. 

As he understood that the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. favored the 
principle he had in mind, his of- 
fensive would be directed in the 
first place to the interested guilds 
and unions. He would start with the 
Motion Picture Producers’ Guild, 
of which he was a member, and if 
the response was encouraging he 
would next approach the Directors’ 
Guild. Subsequently, he would 
tackle the guilds which might be 
expected to resist———those cover- 
ing cameramen, cutters, art direc- 
tors, etc. 

Zanuck said he was aware that 
Americans were the first to impose 
such bans, but he considered them 
foolish and felt they should no 
longer apply. Why, he _ asked, 
should he be handcuffed and un- 
able to pick the crew he wanted? 

Of the location work, Zanuck 
said it was the most difficult he 
had ever encountered and he would 


never make another picture under 
such conditions. The unit, consist- 
ing of 130 non-Africans and 100 
\fricans, worked from 7 a.m. until 
noon. The intense heat made it 
impossible to carry on working 
after that time. They had over 
900 sick calls, including 12 cases 
of malaria and several of heat 


fever. 

As alveady reported, “Heaven” 
is skedded to open at the Palace, 
New York on a two-a-day basis, 
starting mid-October, after “Bridge 
on the River Kwai” has finished 
its run there. 


Vanguard’s Remake 


Of Wexley’s ‘Last Mile’ 
With Mickey Rooney 


Vanguard Productions, headed by 


Max J. Rosenberg and Milton Su- 
botsky, will roll a fresh screen ver- 
sion of “The Last Mile” Sept. 15 


at the Production Center, a New 
York studio. Based on a stage 
play by John Wexley, it was origin- 
ally filmed in 1932 with Preston 
Foster starred, 

Mickey Rooney has already been 
inked to re-create the Foster role 
while Frank Conroy, last seen as 
the defense attorney in the Bread- 
way production of “Compulsion,” 
will portray a key character in the 
prison yarn. Howard W. Koch will 
direct from a screenplay by Su- 
botsky. United Artists will release. 





BRITISH CENSOR SLANTS 


Brutality Top Worry—U. S. More 
Sexy Than France? 


London, Aug. 26. 
John Trevelyan, secretary of the 
British Board of Film Censors, 
claims that sex is not the Censor’s 
main trouble in nine out of 10 
films that have to be cut. Violence 
and brutality are the main reasons 
for thumbing down on scenes. He 
stated in a speech at the Summer 
F:lm School of the British Film In- 
stitute that one-third of the Ameri- 
can films sent to U.K. were 

tr:mmed because of those causes. 
But he added: “Surprisingly, sex 
causes us more trouble in Ameri- 
can films than in French pictures.” 
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The film footage of the recent 
Floyd Patterson-Roy Harris heavy- 
weizht championship fight 
been edited down to 1842 minutes 
to cover the highlights of Patter- 
gon's one-sided victory. In general, 
the action segments are forcefully 
delineated, but in other aspects the 
film is found wanting. 

The editing and synchronization 
of Chris Schenkel’s commentary 
with the action is a case in point. 
In one instance, Schenkel, describ- 
ing the action, says the crowd is 
shouting and is on its feet. How- 
ever, a panning shot of Wrigiey 
Field. Los Angeles, shows the 
crowd sitting quietly and unper- 
turbed. 

The ending of the fight is an- 


has l 





|public may like these scenes and | 


end) that it was the Germans who 
started all that unholy hatred 
among both nations. Commercial- 
* ad” seems to have at 
least satisfactory b.o. chances here. 

Action takes place in a prisoner- 
of-war camp in Russia and centers 
around a German medico who's de- 
—— as a good soul. He operates 
y means of a pocket-knife and 
helps wherever he can. The doctor 
also removes the brain tumor of 
the camp commander’s son and 
that wins him the human friend- 
ship of his former enemies. Woven 
in is the love story of a Russian 
woman doctor and a German 
surgeon which, however, ends 
tragically. A large part of the 


other example of poor editing.| perhaps the entire film but, seen 


Schenkel merely says that Patter- 
son has been awarded a knockout 


through more critical eyes, this is 
nothing more than a prison drama 


after the 12th round and all the | of mediocre calibre. 


viewers see is Patterson exiting the 
ring. There is no shot of the offi- 
cial decision or of Patterson’s arm 
being raised in victory. 

On the asset side, however, are 
the slow motien shets which follow 
immediately after a_ particular 
flurry instead of being reprised at 
the end of the round. The average 
fan should enjoy the film account, 
although it’s hoped that the pro- 


ducers will include the sound of | 


the bell to signify the end of each 
round. Holl. 


Ghest ef the China Sea 
Little action dualer. 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Columbia release of a Charles B. Grif- 
production. Stars David Brian; with 
ynn Bernay, Jonathan Haze, Norman 
right; also Harry Chang, Gene Bergman, 
a Fong Chun, Mel Prestige, Jaime Del 
osario, Dan Taba, Bud Pente. Directed 
by Fred F. Sears. Sereenplay, Charles B 
Griffith; camera, 
sic, Alexander Laszlo; 





Gilbert Warrenton; 
editor, Charles 









ison. Previewed at the studio March 
21, ‘58. Running time, 732 MINS. 
Martin French ..........6+. David Brian 
ustine Woolf .... Lynn Bernay 
rry Peters ... Jonathan Haze 
rby Edwards 
ito Matsumo 


batio Trinidad . 
t. Hakashima .. 
Gaetano Gato ....... 
daime Del Rosario.. 
Capt. Zaikaku ov 
Colonel McCutcheon 





Reviewed last March, only now |® 


released. “Ghost of the China 
Sea,” in its 73-minute seance, fails 
to materialize as anything but a 
laggardly and somewhat boresome 
trip through the Philippines. A 
rualer. 

Producer-writer Charles B. Grif- 
fith had an interesting idea in 
bringing together an embittered 
man and enough courageous souls 
to effect a change of heart. But the 
Columbia release pounds too hard, 
lacks even a dash of subtlety and 
sports too little action to make up 
for it. It was one of the last ef- 


‘dence of the old fact that even | 


: | features 





! 


| 


| 
! 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| 
| 


forts for director Fred F. Sears | 


and, though he tried hard, there 
was little that could be done. 
“Ghost” of the title is a dilapi- 
Gated boat, nicknamed the “U.S.S. 
Frankenstein,” that carries David 
Brian and his wards away from the 
invading Japanese during World 
War Il. The preblems on hand in- 
clude no food, no oil, no gasoline. 
no weapons. But enterprising 
Brian is up to it all and chases 
immediate danger to reach even- 


| 


Acting is partly very good, but 
“Stalingrad” gives clearly  evi- 


good actors cannot substitute an 
ample book or clean direction. 
Latter was in the hands of Hun- 
garian-born (now Austrian) Geza 
von Radvanyi, and it is not very 
convincing, often being too con- 
ventional and stands no compari- 
son with some of his earlier pix. 
Lensing by George Krause sur- 
pass this film’s artistic =. 
ans. 





High School Helleats 


Exploitable teenager with high 
8 l background; to be pack- 
aged with “Hot Red Gang.” 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
American - International release of 

Charles Buddy Rogers production. Stars 

Yvonne Lime, -y~ Halsey, Jana Lund; 





ton. Directed by Edward Bernds. Stery- 
screenplay, Mark and Jan Lowel; camera, 
Gilbert Warrenton. editor, Edward Samp- 


son. Reviewed Aug. 22, “58. Running 
time, 69 MINS. 

ev evecvescoccoccoscs Yvonne Lime 

os Sescececscoscotoscese Bret Halsey 

Jana Lund 


“Suzanne Sydney 
.. Heather Ames 
Nancy Kilgas 






ED... nrcvcccccecsocecess 
Mrs. Martin e* Viola Harris 
Ma .. Robert Anderson 


. Martin Braddock 


ip oui ede 
Mr. Anderson . Arthur Marshall 


Aimed at the teenage set, 





“High 


School Hellicats” should run up|standout in brief role and Steve | 
satisfactory grosses paired with | Drexel, another recording artist, is | 


“Hot Rod Gang” in package's in- 
tended market. There are enough 
exploitable ingredients to attract 
and topic has been handled with 
view to playing up these elements. 

Buddy Rogers’ production cen- 
ters on a phase of life increasing y 
prevalent in the nation’s schools, 
girl gangs. The Mark and Jan 
Lowel screenplay personalizes this 
in a transfer student to a high 
school where femmes are domi- 
nated by the gang leader. In the 
belief she won’t be able to get 
along if he doesn’t join, newcomer 
is drawn into a troubled existence 


climaxed by involvement in the 
death of leader at a party. 
A fairly good pace is hit by 


Edward Bernds in his direction and 
performances generally are okay. 
Yvonne Lime acquits herself well 
as the new student, Jana Lund 


tual safety. There’s an effective Suffices as the gang leader and 


tag to the opus, with Brian and 
three friends jumping into the 
Pacific after setting their boat afire 
to attract what they think is a 
Dutch cruiser but turns out to be a 
Japanese craft. The British save 
the day, however, sinking the en- 
emy and finding the allies. 

Brian is rough and tough and 
not at all nice. He sees nothing 

ood in those around him. And 

nally, when his followers act with 
courage, he’s ready to change his 
a. 7 and he does it’ quite capa- 

ly. Lynn Bernay, as the only 
femme, is fine, with okay support 
from the rest of the cast. 

Filmed with the cooperation 
of Polynesian Productions, Ltd. 
“Ghost” benefits from a good score 
by Alexander Laszlo. Ron. 





Der Arzt Von Stalingrad 

(The Deetor of Stalingrad) 
(GERMAN) 

Berlin, Aug. 19. 
Divina production of Gloria release. 
Stars O. E. Hasse, Eva Bartok and Hans 
Messemer; features Mario Adorf, Walther 
Reyer, Vera Tschechowa, Paul Boesicer, 
Valery Inkijinoff, Leonard Steckel, Sieg. 
fried Lowitz. Directed by Geza von Rad- 
vanyi. Screenplay, Werner Zibaso, after 
novel by Heinz G. Konsalik: cemera. 
bw * oe —, Siegfried Franz. 

Marmorhaus, b i i 
Se aan s. rlin. Running time, 


Have makers of this film ever 
been to Russia? This question 
comes up after having seen “Sta- 
lingrad” because too much rings 
untrue in vehicle. Pie may stir 
up considerable controversy, e<ne- 
cially among those who had to liv- 
in Russian prison camns. But th 
Divina production h&s its favorabl 


| 


| 


| 





hoda Williams makes the most 
of an understanding teacher role. 
Bret Halsey displays a nice per- 
sonality as Miss Lime’s romantic 
interest who tries to help her 
through her trouble. Balance of 
cast fit more or less smoothly into 
their respective characters. 

Expert technical credits are 
headed by Don Ament’s art direc- 
tion, Gilbert Warrenton’s facile 
camera and Edward Sampson's 
tight editing. Whit. 


Mierecoles De Ceniza 
(Ash Wednesday) 
(MEXICO) 

Berlin, Aug. 19. 

Cinematografica Filmex (Mexico) pro- 
duction, directed by Roberto Galvaidon. 
Stars Maria Felix, Arturo de Cordova, 
Victor Junco, Maria Teresa Rivas. Rodolfo 
La ndrea Palma and Maria Rivas. 
s y, Luis G. Basurto, Julio Ale- 
jando and Roberto Galvaldon: camera. 
Agustin Martinez Solares; music, Antonio 
Diaz Conde. At Berlin Film Festival. 
Running time, 112 MINS. 


The best that can be said about 
this film is that it has, as nearly 
always in Mexican features, out- 
standing photography. Otherwise, 
film is on the dull side—mainly be- 
cause of its endless-talkiness. It 
should have, however, some com- 
mercial chances, particularly in 
Catholic-dominated countries since 
this is, almost entirely, a Catholic 
film. The names of Maria Felix 
and Arturo de Cordova also sp 
marquee value. 

Attractive Maria Felix and Ar- 
turo de Cordova as weil as the 
other players turn in adequate per- 
ormances, But subject-matter is 
iimiting, Hans. 


> 


eii | 


audiences. 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
American-International release of Lou 
Rusoft production. Stars John Ashley, 
Jody Fair, Gene Vincent; features Steve 
Drexel, Henry McCann, Maureen Arthur, 
Gloria Grant, Dorothy Newman, Lester 
Dorr, Doodles Weaver. Directed by Lew 
Landers. Story-screenplay, Rusoff; cam- 
era, Floyd Crosby; editor, Robert S. 
Eisen; music, Ronald Stein. Reviewed 
Aug. 22, Running time, 71 MINS. 
John Abernathy the Third...John Ashley 
Lois Cavendish ........-- Jody Fair 
Gene Vincent Gene Vincent 





EE -Dacwecqsauscaevens Steve Drexel 
SD <depéeqnascevcees . Henry MeCann 
OS Pee . Maureen Arthur 
|Tammy .. Gloria Grant 

Anastasia Abernathy .. Dorothy Newman 
} Abigail Abernathy .... Helen Spring 

Dryden Philpot soe Lester Dorr 
| Wesley Cavendish . Doodles Weaver 

Bill keeKeve ‘ . Russ Bender 
CS aaa . Claire Dubray 

Al Berrywhiff ......- .. Dub Taylor 

Jack ‘ Scott Peters 

Jimmy Robert Whiteside 





Simmy Bow 
Earl McDaniels 
.. Kay Wheeler 


| Johnny Red Eye adie 
| Earl McDaniels 
| Specialty Dancer 





“Hot Rod Gang” offers a combo 
|hot rod-rock ‘n’ roll backdrop to 
draw aficionados in both these 
|fields. If narrative rambles afield 
at times pic more than makes uo 
for it in youthful action which will 
appeal to younger audiences, sum 
total spelling out the type of en- 
tertainment which elicits sequels. 

Film is given a rock. ’n’ roll 


artist Gene Vincent and his Red 
Caps, socking over several num- 
bers including “Dance in _ the 
Streets.” Script by Lou Rusoff, 
who also produces, deals with a 
young heir who must lead a very 
circumspect life to come into a for- 
tune. Unbeknownst to the two 
maiden aunts with whom he lives 
and family attorneys, he has or- 
ganized a hot rod gang and also a 
small r-r combo. Involved plot has 
him donning a disguise to join the 
Vincent group to earn coin for a 
de luxe hot rodder club he wants to 
build to enter into a national meet. 


John Ashley makes a good im- 
pression as the lead, handily war- 
bling a couple of songs heade« by 
swing version of “Annie Laurie.” 
Jody Fair, in for romance as 
daughter of one of the family at- 
torneys, capably fulfills role and 
Vincent is strongly cast in his jazz- 
bo character. Dorothy Newman and 
| Helen Spring as the two aunts are 
|dragged in for comedy, Doodles 
| Weaver as Miss Fair's father is a 





|}competent as the heavy. 

Lew Landers’ direction keeps ac- 
| tion hopping and is backed by ca- 
pable technical assistance, includ- 
jing Floyd Crosby's photography, 
|Ronald Stein’s musical supervi- 
ision, Don Ament's art direction 
and Robert S. Eisen’s editing. 

Whit. 


Stermv Cressing 
(BRITISH) 


Naive, rather dull second fea- 
ture enhanced only by novel 
theme for murder, Channel 
swimming; routine acting and 
direction. 








London, Aug. 19. 

Eros release of Tempean production. 
Stars John Ireland, Derek Bond ie 
Dwyer. Producer, Monty Berman. Di- 
rected by C. Pennington-Richards. Screen- 
play, Brock Williams from original story 
by Sid Harris and Lou Dyer; editor, 
Doug Myers; camera, Geoffrey Faithfull; 
music, Stanley Black. Previewed at Ham- 
mer Theatre, Londen. Running time, 72 
| MINS. 
| 


Griff Parker 

Paul Seymour 
| Bill Harris 
| Shelley Baxter 
| Danny Parker 
| Kitty Tyndall s¥esbs= 
| Inspector Parry ........... 
| Doctor 
| Sam Rockett 





John Ireland 
Derek Bond 
‘ Leslie Dwyer 
Maureen Connell 
Sheldon Lawrence 
. Joy Webster 
John Horsley 
Cameron Hall 
Himself 








This naive, dull little number 
may rate second billing in minor 
houses. It’s a pity the pic isn’t bet- 
ter faf® because it has the service 
of some capable performers, and 
also has the merit of a novel back- 
ground for murder, a Channel swim 
setting. But the film offers no sur- 
prises and flounders through old- 
fashioned dialog and direction plus 
uninspired thesping. 

Joy Webster is a fashion model, 
|} attempting to swim the English 
}channel as a publicity gimmick. 
| Also attempting this arduous, un- 
| rewarding chore is Sheldon Law- 
| rence, a young Yank pro swimmer. 

Miss Webster has been having an 
affair with her boss and sponsor, 
|a smooth character ably played by 
| Derek Bond. When he wants to 
| break off her clinging attentions, 
| he hits on the ungentlemanly plan 
of gatecrashing the Cannel swim 
and drowning the shapely mermaid. 
| By script coincidence, a fog makes 
his task easier. 

Lawrence suspects that she has 
| been murdered and Bond has to try 
|the same murder lark on him. By 
| this time, everybody’s suspicions 
are aroused, even those of the 








| police. Since the audience has seen | 





shot by appearance of recording | 


Rio Zone Norte (BRAZILIAN). Santos 
production and release. Stars Grande 
Otelo; features Jeca Valdao, Paulo Gou- 
lari, Maria Petar. Written and directed 
by Nelson Pereira, Dos Santos. Camera, 
Helio Silva; editor, Maria Del Ferro; 
music, Ze Keti. Urgel De Castro. At 
Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 
8S MINS. 





Film concerns a natural samba 
composer, who cannot write music, 
but who is exploited by a man who 
passes his work off as his own- 
The samba writer has a rugged life 
but finds release and happiness in 
his songs. He is a Negro, but this 
does not make it a problem pic 
since there is no color line in 
Brazil. It is simply told and is 
backed by some fine musie. He 
falls from a crowded train while 
composing a song and dies. 
looks like a likely U.S. lingo entry 
but lacks the polish for arty house 
use. Acting and technical credits 
are good. Mosk. 








| $tyridsatstyri (Forty Four) (CZECHO- 
| SLAVAKIAN). Crech State Film produc- 
| tien and release. With Juraj Sarvas, 
Dusan Blaskovic, Julius Vasek, Elena 
Poppova. Written and cirected by Palo 
Bielik. Camera, Frantisek Lukes: editor, 
Milan Novak. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 
| Running time, 105 MINS. 





This is reminiscent in theme of 
“Paths of Glory,” It eoncerns a 
group of Slovak soldiers during 
the first World War who revolt 
against their leaders. The mutiny 
is crushed and the 44 men are 
executed. But this lacks the essen- 
tial whiplash dramatics. It is more 
composite in flashbacks and devel- 
oping characters as well as denot- 
ing why the S'ovaks revolted 
against their treatment by Austro- 
Hungarian officers. 

Film is patchy with some good 
action segments. It is too long, 
but cut down might be of program 
interest of fer U.S. foreign lan- 


guage spots. Acting, technical 
qualities and direction are all okay. 
Mosk. 


Ewa Chce Spac ‘Eva Wants to Sleep) 
(POLISH). Polcki Siate Film production 
and release. With Barbara Kiratkowsko, 
Tadeusz Mikulski, I. Benoit. Written ond 
directed by Tadeusz Chuielewski, Cam- 
era, Josef Stawiski: editor, Roman Monn 
music. Henryk Boyz. At Karlovy Vary 
Film Fest. Running time, 95 MINS. 





This film kids the serious side of 
Polski pix, being a deft satire about 
pompous bureaucracy, silly police 





with the underworld goings-on is a 
love story between a girl looking 
for a place to sleep (‘she arrives 
| too late for her school derm) and 
a young policeman. Whitty visual 
U.S. 


possibility for foreign 


guage houses. 


hep to the Polski scene, but its 
light and entertaining proceedings 
might make this possible Yank 
dualer fare also. Acting, technical 
aspects and the well sustained di- 
rection and light vein of the pic 
all combine to make this a nice 
parody. Lilting musical score is 
also fine. Mosk. 





Vrei Jana (The Wolf Tram) (CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIAN). Czech State Film produc- 
tion and release. Stars Jana Brejchova, | 
Jirina Sejbalova. Miroslav Dolezal. Screen. | 
play, Jarmila Glazarova; camera Vaclav | 
ae vege Miroslav Hacek, At Kar 
ovy ary Film Fest. 
py a Running time, 90 





Well thought out period piece of 
the 1920's, this ."s setaie. re- 
strained love story with a perfec- 
tion in observation and execution | 
right down the line. It is an off-| 
beater with good art house! 
chances in the U.S. Pic concerns | 
an aging woman married to a much | 
younger man and the love that 
grows between her young ward 
and her husband. The wife's over- 
endulging of her spineless spouse 
and the growing love are neatly 





| Bond doing his dirty work, it mere- | 
ly has to settle back and wait for | 
the time when he is rounded up. 

| As.a basic idea there’s nothing 
| wrong with this and, in the right 
| Bands, quite a lot of tension might 
|have been worked up. But Brock 
| Williams’ screenplay plods through 
| incredibly trite dialog and Penning- 
| (on-Richards has directed with no 
sense of pace, urgency or imagina- 
tion. Small wonder that the actors 
walk through their parts as if wait- 
ing merely for pay day. 

John Ireland and Leslie Dwyer 
are wasted in their roles as swim- 
ming trainers. Though some femme 
glamour is supplied by Miss Web- 
ster and Maureen Connell, neither 
contribute much in the way of act- 
ing. Ex-Channel swimmer Sam 
Rockett acted as technical adviser 
and plays himself in the film. His 
main contribution is to offer a few 
documentary remarks advising any- 
body in the audience who wants to 
swim the Channel how to set about 
it. Camerawork is adequate. But 
the location sequences at Dover are 
| obviously the real thing and pro- 
Wade some refreshing atmosphere, 
Rich, 








Pic | 


+ Nayak. Directed by Mah Boo! 


and prostitution in review. Woven | 


gags and fine pacing make this a/| 
lan- | 
Some of the illu-| 
sions might be lost for those not | 


| ete. 


counterpointed. A blending of in- 
terior and surface emotions in the 
thesps, a controlled mood and 
high technical virtuosity make this 
|an outstanding film of its type. 

Lone flaw is the somewhat over- 
drawn aspects of the spiteful, 1e- 
vengeful servants, but this is 
| made up for by the taking quali- 
| ties of the pic. It will be the 
| Czech entry at the coming Venice 
Film Fest. This shou'd make a 
|}good pic gambit for Western 





| European marts as well as for 
| possible chances in the U.S. 
Mosk. 





| Rita (RUSSIAN). 


; Riga Siudios produc- 
|} tion and . 


With i. Gulbe, E. 
Pavuls, - Directed by A, 
Neretek. Screenplay, F. Knorre; camera, 
M. Rudzitis; editor, A. Skulte. At Karlovy 
| Vary Film Fest. Running time, 90 MINS. 





Latvian-made pic is a competent 
| war story about how a litt’e girl 
| helps save four escaped war prison- 
| ers by hiding them right under the 
|German’s noses. It’s interesting 
| to note that the Russkis are begin- 
| ning to show good German soldiers 
| since one helps Rita escape from 
|}a collaborator. This is nicely 
made and escapes sentimentality. 
| Technically it is solid, as is the 
| acting. But for the U.S., this has 
little chance except for possible 
language spots. Mosk. 


| Sobaivany (Pillar ef Salt) (HUNGAR- 

1AN). Hunnia Film production and re- 
! lease. Stars Antal Pager; features Eva 
Ruttkay, Mikles Gabor, Anna Tokes, Iren 
Psota. Directed bv Zoltan Varkonyi. 
Screenplay, Gabor Thurzo; camera, !<t- 
van Pasztor; editor, Mihaly Morell. At 
Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 
| 95 MINS 








| Picture concerns the coming ef 
political and social age of a dedi- 
| cated doctor who thinks only of his 
work. Some knowing direction and 
acting manage to partly humanize 
| this. However, its early human 
|; drama ends as a political tract. 
The recent picketing of a Hungar- 
ian film in the U.S. makes this a 
chancey item for America at best. 
Mosk. 


| 


| It is technically sound. 


Bharat Mata (Mother India) (INDIAN? 
SONGS; COLOR). Columbia release of 
Mehboob production. Stars Nargis. Sunil 
Dutt; features Radj Kumar, Mukri, Shila 
. ib. Screenplay, 
| Vehajat Mirza, Ali Raza; camera (Techni- 
color), Faridun Arani; editor, Naushad. 
| At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 
| 120 MINS. 





Columbia has picked up an un- 
abashed melodrama that is a saga 
of a woman who led a veritable 
| dog’s life after the beginning of a 
happy marriage. Her husband 
loses his arms working their land 
to pay off a greedy man they are 
sharecropping for. Her sen turns 
|out to be a wild one and kills 
their exploiter only to be slain 
by the mother for sullying her 
honor. 

Pic is full of songs and dances. 
Interior-made exteriors are blend- 
|ed with the real. But this has a 
| direct action flavor that could make 
this of curio interest for Yank 
specia) situations »r even for more 
general dualers. Acting, excert 


\for the mother plaved by Nargis, 


is as out'andish as the plot. Color 
is good and technical aspects 
opulent. Mosk. 


Synnove Solbakken (The Girl ef Sol- 
bakken) (SWEDISH; COLOR). Sandrews 


| production and release. With Synpove 


Strigen, Gunnar Hellstrom, Harriet An- 
derrson, Edvin Adolphson. Directed by 


| Gunnar Hellstrom. Screenplay. Olle Matt- 


son, Hellstrom; camera (Exstmancolor), 
Sven Nykvist; iter, Lennart Wallen. At 
Karlovy Vary Film Fest, Running time, 
95 MINS. 





Earthy period piece deals with 
dramatic events among an elemen- 
tal people. Fights are frequent 
as are love scenes, drunken orgies, 
Main theme concerns an em- 
bittered man, incapable of affec- 
tion, who almost ruins lives around 


| him until he finally recants at a 


show of affection. Too overstated, 
this is strictly for U.S. exploitation 
usage, lacking the depth fcr arty 
spots. Color and location shooting 


help. Acting is competent as are 
technical standards. Mosk. 
Inquiline (The Tenant) (SPANISH). 


Delta production and release. Stars | er- 
nando Fernan-Gomez, Maria Salgado; fea- 
tures Jose Davo, Paco Camoiras. Di- 
rected by Jose Nieves Conde. Screenp!<y, 
Manuel Caso, Jose Lozano, Nieves ‘Conde; 
camera, Francisco Sempere; editor, M. r- 
garita Ocha. At wood Vary Film Fest. 


| Running time, 95 M b 





The housing problem is handled 
for laughs here, and pic has a p/us 
in its underlying note of serious- 
ness and characterization. Though 
conventional on the surface this 
emerges with good general enter- 
tainment values. 

This makes the film a possibility 
for Yank-Latino-language chances, 
but not much possibility for art 
circuits or general runs. Direction 
is witty and knowing. Acting and 
technical values are fine. Mosk. 
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Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

The amusement industry—ever 
in search of “a simple, magnetic 
title’—is faced with “a state of 
aridity” since the “reservoir of 
novel and attractive titles” has al- 
most completely evaporated. This 
has seriously limited the area of 
selection and has also created keen 
competition in the choice of titles 
among those in the entertainment 
industry. 

So declared Samuel W. Tannen- 
baum, amusement industry attor- 
ney and copyright specialist, in an 
address here Saturday (23) before 
the patent, trademark and copy- 
right law section of the American 
Bar Assn. which is meeting at the 
Biltmore Hotel. Tannenbaum, head 
of the Copyright Society of the 
U. S., devoted a major portion of 
his discussion to methods of pro- 
tecting titles. He cited numerous 
court cases and rulings on titles. 

Tannenbaum stressed that it is 
firmly established that a title—the 
name of a work—is not protected 
by the copyright of a work. This 
principle, established in 1852, has 
been consistently followed, he em- 
phasized. He said that not only 
laymen but also lawyers speak 
erroneously of securing 

right” for a title, 

The attorney 
while the forum for the determina- 
tion of issues stemming from copy- 
right controversies is strictly in 
the domain of the Federal Court, 
disputes concerning the unlawful 


use of titles are governed by the} 


principles of unfair competition | 
and are triable in the state courts. 
He noted, however, that a claim of 
unfair competition may be joined 
with a related claim under the 
copyright, patent or trademark | 
laws Tar nenbaum called attention 





pointed out that) 


to the fact that since the only 
means of preventing the use of a 
conflicting title is in a state court, 
the wide discretion of these courts 
“makes it difficult to find con- 
sistency in the great body of con- 
flicting opinions.” 

At the conclusion of his address, 
Tannenbaum summarized the prin- 
ciples applicable in the choice of 
a title and steps to safeguard its 
use. 

(1.) Institute a careful research 
|of all prior uses on the proposed 
title before making any public an-| 


or performance of the work 

(2.) If the search discloses no 
prior use for stories, books, plays, 
films, music, radio or television, it 
would be reasonably safe to use 
the title. 

(3.) Should the search disclose | 
tbut one use, especially if fairly re- 
cently, it should be avoided; if 
used ten or.more years ago, it} 
would appear to be safe to use it. | 

(4.) Should there be a number 
|of prior uses, but one or more used 
fairly recently by a recognized au- 
thor or for a bestseller or paper- |! 
back book, it should not be used. 
(5.) If it’s contemplated using a 
le of an old book, play, film or 





| tit 
| should be made for possible re- 


especially in a paperback; if a play, 
jrecent revivals; if a picture, re- 
issues or television use. 

(6.) Suggestive or vulgar titles 
should be avoided. 
| (7.) Once a title is adopted, its 
use should be continued to avoid 
ja claim of abandonment. 
As a signoff, Tannenbaum noted 
|that the foregoing are his sugges- 
j tions, but “what a court of equity 
may decide, from time to time, is 
problematical. 


James Michener’s $200,000 Original 


Gets All-But. Screen Rights From 20th 
In ‘Leyte Gulf‘ Project 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Deal has been signed by 20th- 
Fox whereby James Michener will 
write an original story, “Battle of 
Leyte Gulf,” based on material the 
studio has. Michener will receive 
approximately $200,000 for his 
original, and also will receive all 
but the film rights, in other words, 
he gets publishing, legit, and other 
rights. 


Tony Muto had prepared the ma-| = 


terial in the 20th files, but the ac- 
tual Michener project may be a 
personal production of studio pro- 
duction chief Buddy Adler. 
Michener, now writing a novel 
in Hawaii, won't report to the 
Westwood lot for his assignment 
until next July, but he is due here 
in a couple of weeks for confer- 
ences with Adler on the project. 
Author was repped by the Wil- 
liam Morris agency in negotiations. 


UA's 6-Mo. Net 
At $1,319,000 


United Artists net earnings for 
the first half of 1958 jumped to 
$1,319,000, representing an 11% 
gain over the $1,196,000 income for 
the first six months of 1957, board 
chairman Robert S. Benjamin dis- 
closed this week. 

Global gross revenue in the first 
half of this year was listed at 
$37,453,000, compared with $32,- 
498,000 for the correspoading pe- 
riod a year ago. 

Net earnings were equal to $1.23 
per share on the 1,071,397 shares 
outstanding as of June 28. This 
compares with $1.11 per share for 
the first half of 1957 after adjust- 





ing the shares then outstanding to) 


the number out as of the end of| 
the new period. 





Puritanical Holdover 


Barre, Vt., Aug. 26. 

The traditional sounding of 
Barre’s 8:50 p.m. curfew siren 
has come to an end. 

The City Council voted to 
abolish the sounding of the 
siren after receiving reports 
that it disturbed patients at 
Barre City Hospital. 








Speed Fusion Of 
Yank Exchanges 


Consolidation of foreign ex- 
panies as part of the present-day 
economy kick is proceeding on an 
accelerated pace. On Oct. 15, for 
example, Metro and 20th-Fox will 
merge their exchange in Venezu- 
ela, with 20th taking over the 
physical handling of the M-G prod- 
uct. At the same time, the two} 
companies are negotiating for a 
similar arrangement in Puerto | 
Rico, where Metro will handle the | 


solidations are being confined to | 
so-called “smaller” foreign terri- 
tories. For example, Metro and 
Paramount joined forces in Den- 
mark and Norway, 


and Metro taking over Par picture 
in Norway. Sweden, according to 
reports, was considered too large 
a territory for a_ satisfactory 
merger. 

It’s understood that Metro is also 





holding talks with Universal nt 


similar consolidations 


nouncements. of the publication | 


cent re-publications of the book, | 


In O'seas Cities 


changes by the major film com- | 


20th product if the deals go) 
through. 
For the most part, these con- | 


with Paramount | 
handling M-G product in Denmark | 


There is increased discussion in 
New York film circles concerning 
the steady outpouring of “war” or 
“service-connected” feature films 
by the Hollywood studios. Nobody 
is sure why so many are being pro- 
duced. The argument that they 
are “boxoffice” seems answered by 
the playing down of the war theme 
in the ads and selling of many 
such releases and Universal's elim- 
ination of the phrase “And A Time 
to Die” from the Erich Maria Re- 

marque film now called simply “A 
| Time to Love.” 

The Army, Navy, Air Force and 
| Marines apparently delight in fea- 
| tures and seldom decline the ne- 
| cessary cooperation. But though 
service production cooperation is a 
budget asset to any producer there 





| is one aspect about American films | 


which mystifies foreigners (and 
many Americans, too) namely: the 
| fairly consistent showing of officers, 
line of command and service jus- 
tice in a dubious light. 

The latter aspect has particular- 
| ly irked these who are opposed to 
|the preponderance of war films, | 
| especially when they feel that these | 


“COPY-| musical composition, careful check | films have been made with the co- | 


| operation of a specific arm of the 
service. In “The Young Lions,” 


for example, a Jewish soldier is un- | 
| mercifully beaten again and again | 


by brutal men three times his size 
with the knowledge and assent of 
the American captain. Although 
the picture later shows that this 
officer is an exception to the general 
rule—and fated for court martial-— 
there are many who believe that 


these situations formulate an er- 

roneous and bad impression of 

America when shown abroad. 
Nincompoops 


Some critics of the war films 
have also taken exception to the 
war comedies, such as “No Time 
for Sergeants,” “Don’t Go Near the 
Water,” “Operation Mad Ball” and 
“Imitation General.” Frequently 
| these films depict the officers of 
} the various services as stuffed shirt 
nincompoops and after watching 
| the activities of the various serv- 
ices in these films, one often won- 
| ders how the U. S. is able to win a 
|war. The depiction of the fascist- 
like general in “The Naked and the 
|Dead” was also subjected to a 

|round of complaints. 


Perhaps ty pical of the comments | 


| made against “glutting the market” 
|with war films are those of Kate 
Cameron, film critic of the power- 
ful N.Y. Daily News. 
Sunday piece, Miss Cameron com- 
plained that the film patron had 
| little choice of subject matter. “It 
is either the brutality and wretch- 
edness of war and the soldier's 
dissatisfaction with his superior 
officers, or some touchy controver- 
sial subject,” she declared. “Even 


such pictures as we have on prac- | 
tically every screen cannot be con- 
sidered in the light of entertain- 
ment.” 





Deadhead Values 


predominance of war and service 


| the Army, Navy and Air Force are 


|underwriting these productions by | 


{contributing expert advisors, vai- 
| uable equipment and manpower to | 
|the picture.” The News critic 
said that while the argument may 
be that these films are boxoffice, | 
she’s inclined to believe “that the | 
money-conscious men now in con- 
|trol of the industry encourage the 


making of war films because vari- | 


ous military services help to pay 
the cost of production.” 

She noted that some pictures 
'which have been given such aid 
|have “traduced the men who so 
generously contributed to their 
|completion...” 

There have been, over the years, 
similar beefs from various sources 
about taxpayers’ 


how- 
their 


make a picture. The services, 
ever, have continued to lend 
cooperation to various film proj- 
ects on tive theory that these films 
serve as valuable public relations 


(Continued on page 16) 


NEED BE GENTS 


In a recent | 


though an issue may need airing, | 


Miss Cameron wondered if the | 


films “may be due to the fact that | 








‘Defiant Ones’ Record 
While focusing attention on 
the fact that United Artists’ 
“Defiant Ones” hit a new 
house record opening week at 
the Rooseveit in Chicago, 
VARIETY erred in correcting the 
revised totals for the week so 
that they read $35,000 instead 
; of the actual $53,000. The 
wired corrections had raised 
the estimate but the figure was 
inadvertently transposed in 
last-minute revisions of the 
story. 
Of course, the $53,000 figure 
| was an amazing one for a 
1,400-seat theatre which is the 
Roosevelt's capacity. 


Antitrust Suits 
Often Akin To 
Racket—-Phillips : 


within-the-law 
“racketeering” in the pictures 
business has been raised in 
course of the row between Allied 
States Assn. and Paramount, Louis 
Phillips, the film company’s v.p.- 
general counsel, insists private 
lawyers of ambulance-chasing char- 
acter have inspired many of the 
antitrust suits against the distribu- 
tors, via inducing exhibitors ‘some 
of whom didn’t need much persua- 
sion) into filing actions because, 
after all, what could they lose? 
The history of antitrust litigation 
in the picture industry does suz 











The question of 


gest that if all the actions had | 
merit, there wouldn't be a film in- 
dustry today Treble damages 


| asked, on a total basis in pending 
cases year after year, are on paper 
up around the _ half-billion-dollar 
level. This has gone on tor 
years. But instances 
distribs have been nicked for 
full claim have been few. 

The distributors have a trying 
time of it, money-wise, just the 
same. As each case is filed a de- 
fense must be made, often by local 
lawyers. And it’s often cheaper to 
settle an action than to put iup 
with the inconvenieence and time 


the 





| 


| 
{ 


the | Legion of Decency, 


NOTALLOFFICERS Again Issue of Hollywood Code: 
Importers Still Complain That 


Foreign Fi lms Get ‘Sterner’ Eye 


By FRED HIFT 


Forced to think more and more 
in commercial and broad-market 
terms, foreign film importer-dis- 
tributors are again giving thought 
to ways and means under which 
they could break the “Code bar- 
rier.” 

Not being organized in any way, 
the indies cannot take any con- 
certed action, but quite a few of 
them are increasingly disconcerted 
by the latitude which the Code ap- 
pears willing to grant to Holly- 
wood films, while at the same time 
it refuses to apply the same “‘lib- 
eral” approach to imports. Cited 
specifically last week was the is- | 
suance of a seal to Metro's “Cat 
On a Hot Tin Roof.” 

“If they give that a Code seal 
then what excuse can there -possi- 
bly be for not issuing one to 90° 
of the foreign films,” asked one of 
the distributors. 

The fact is that Code approval 
per se has very little meaning for 
the foreign films in itself. For 
instance, the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization, whose pictures could 
easily pass Code muster, isn't gub- 
mitting any of its releases to the 
Johnston office. : 

However, when a film is -¢ither 
condemned by the Roman Catholic 
or gets a “B’ 
rating, the fact of Code approval 


| becomes more important in terms 


10} 
where the} 


| Lopert, 
| deeply 


of circuit and general book'ngs out- 
side the art chain. 

Entry of United Artists into the 
foreign film market via its buyout 
of Lopert Films is seen increasing 
the pressure for the Code to ease 

aenees « on n pag ze 16) 


Raoul Levy Hits 
Back at Lopert 


Ilya Lopert, who raised indus- 
try eyebrows when he blasted Co- 
lumbia's “And God Created Wom- 
an” in a Boston Traveler inter- 
view the called the film “offensive 
and pornographic”), had his an- 
swer last week from Raoul Levy, 
producer of “Woman.” 

“The harsh judgment of Mr. 
sometime film critic, has 
touched me _ particularly 


| since his prime interest in distrib- 


required of distrib execs for depo- | 


| sitions and oral testimony. 
| Exhibition on the whole suffers 
from this. Although the suing ex- 
hib who loses his case sustains n¢ 
immediate monetary loss, the dis- 
tribs’ costs in defending themselves 
are added to their overhead. Mean- 
| ing another item added on to rent- 
| als that theatremen are called upon | 
to pay. 

Phillips has asked the Senate, 
laws, to put 
end to some of the abuses. 


jin the antitrust an 


He 


urges that the courtroom-minded | 


theatremen, upon losing a suit, be 
|charged with the defendants’ 
torney fees, just as presently, the 
| defendants are required to pay the 


| plaintiff's attorney fees. He wants | 


when and if it considers changes | 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| 
! 
| 


ee | 


| monetary awards to be discretion- | 


ary, rather than mandatory. In 
other words that triple-damage rap 
is unfair in many cases. This is 
particularly pertinent in areas 
where the defendant is suddenly 
found guilty of an a-t violation via 
some new, modern-day court inter- 
pretation of thet statute. 


On the third count, Phillips 
wants the Senate to look in on 
the “racket” in the treble damage 


action field. 





money being em- | 
ployed to help a film company | 


Sharby’s Far Rockaway Deal 

New Theatre, an 1,100-seater 
Far Rockaway, N.Y., has 
taken, over by Veronica Sharby on 
a longterm lease from the Perial 
Amusement Corp. 

Deal was negotiated by Berk & 
ij Krumgold, theatre brokers. 


in 


been | 


uting Brigitte Bardot’s ‘La Pari- 
sienne’ evidently resulted from his 


Lopert Revised 


Ven ce, Aug. 26. 

“La Parisienne,” the Brigitte 
Bardot starrer imported by 
Ilya Lopert, not being as sexy 
as its predecessor, “And God 
Created Woman,” it probably 
won't live up to original ex- 
pectations in the States, Lo- 
pert said here. 

Picture, released by United 
Artists, still should hit over 
$1,000,000 in the U.S., Lopert 
said. It gets hurt when word- 
of-mouth gets around that B.B. 
is married in it and not as 
free-and-easy as in “Woman.” 


a 











+ me 


not having distributed ‘And God 
Created Woman’ in the United 
States.” ran Levy's statement, as 
carried by the Traveler. 
“Apparently a major mistake in 
Mr. Lopert's fairly successful ca- 
reer in foreign film distribution 
was his failure to believe initially 
in ‘Woman,’ ,;whose suecess was en- 
tire!y unexpected by him. Mr. Lo- 
pert did not lag in getting Ameri- 
can distribution for the next BB 
picture which he has tried to book 


into the very same theatres as 
*“‘Woman’.” 
The original Lopert statement, 


attacking a competitor’s film in 
public, 
try. “Woman” 


N. Y. censor. 


was unusual in the indus- 
was passed by the 
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New 


Films Lift L.A.; 
$27,000, ‘Deb’ Smash 176, ‘Country’ 
Robust 11@ Days’ Big 23 G, 88th 


‘Baby’ Okay $15,000 in 
Toronto; ‘King N.Y.’ 56, 
‘Debutante’ Solid 146 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 
With the i6-day Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition currently denting 
the film boxoffice generally. North 
American preem of Chaplin’s 
“King in New York” is doing near- 


‘Naked Hefty 





Los Angeles, Aug. 26. + 


Flock of strong openers plus 
continued big biz being done by 
hard-ticket longruns is giving local 
first-runs a roseate hue this week 
with a lavish $251,200 total in 
sight. Pacemaker is “Naked and 
Dead,” hefty $27,000 in threé spots. 
“Reluctante Debutante” shapes 
comparatively as big at smash 
$17,000 in Fox Beverly opening 
round. 

“Big Country” is rated hotsy 
$11,000 or over at Warner Bev. 
Fiend Who Walked West” paired 
with “Naked Earth” is not so good 
in four spots. “High School Hell- 
cats” and “Hot Rod Gang” is good 

10,000 in two locations. “White 

ilderness” is showing fancy 
$9,500 at Fine Arts. 

“La Parisienne” still is strong 
in fourth round, two houses. “Kings 
Go Forth” is rated fair in second 
frame in two spots. 

Hard-ticket pix are headed b 
“Around World in 80 Days,” wit 

at $23,000 or over in 88th lap at 

arthay, biggest week there since 
April. “Windjammer” is upping to 
tall $23,800 in 20th Chinese round. 
“Seven Wonders of World” is sharp 

21,300 in 64th week at Warner 

ollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Dewntown Paramount, Wiltern, 
Vogue (ABPT-SW-FWC) (3,300; 
2.344; 825; 90-$1.50)—“Naked a 

" (WB) and “Manhunt in 
Jungle” (WB) (except Vogue). Hefty 

27,000. Last week, Downtown 
Paramount “Vertigo” (Par), “World 

as His Jury” (Par) (2d wk), $5,700. 
Wiltern with Hawaii, Downtown, 
“Twilight for Gods” (U), “Voice in 
Mirror” (U), $12,000. Vogue with 
Los Angeles, Ritz, “Imitation Gen- 
eral” (M-G), $15,000. 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,170; $1.50- 

)—“Reluctant Debutante” (M-G). 

mash $17,000 or near. Last week, 
with Orpheum, New Fox, Uptown, 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA), “Jungle 
Heat” (UA) (7th wk, Fox Bev; Ist 
wk, others), $19.300. 

Les Angeles, Hollywood, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,097: 756; 1,298; 
1,715; 90-$1.50) — “Fiend Who 
Walked West” (20th) and “Naked 
Earth” (20th). Slim $13,500. Last 
week, Hollywood with Hillstreet, 
“Tank Force” (Col), “Buchanan 
Rides Alone” (Col), $14,600. Loyola 
with Pantages, “Certain Smile” 
(20th) (2d wk), $9,600. 

Downtown (SW) (1,757; 90-$1.50) 
—"Littlest Hobo” (AA) and “Bull- 
whip” (AA). Okay $6,500. 

Hillstreet, Iris (RKO-FWC) (2,752; 
826; 90-$1.50)\—“High School Hell- 
eats’ (AI) and “Hot Rod Gang” 
(Al). Good $10,000 or over. Last 
week, Iris with Fox Wilshire, 


(Continued on page 10) 


‘ 5) 
Baby’ Sockeroo $8,000, 
_ = 19 
L’ville; ‘Attila’ Okay 96, 
‘ . 5 ee 

Kings’ Fairish at 106 

Louisville, Aug. 26. 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” at the Ken- 
tucky shapes smash. Looks like the 
biggest grosser of any Jerry Lewis 
pix, and sure to hold. “Kings Go 
Forth” will have nice gross on 
nine-day week. “Attila” and “Wild 
Heritage” at the Rialto is fair. 
Long runners, “South Pacific” at 
the Brown (15th wk) is oke and 
“No Time For Sergeants” in 8th 
- week at the Mary Ann is fair. Biz 
turned in by this pic at this 1,000- 
seat house is the best gross ever 

at this spot. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.) (1,200; 
$1.25-$2) —“South Pacific’ (20th) 
(16th wk). Solid $8,000. Last week, 
same. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 50-85)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par), Jerry 
Lewis opus proving smash $8,000 
and sure h.o. Last week, “Time To 
Love” (U), $7,000. 





nd |tion preem, is fine. 





Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
000; 85-$1.25)\—“No Time For Ser- | 
geants” (WB) (8th wk). Final stan- | 
va indicating fair $4.500 after sev- 
enth week hit $6,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 60- 
80'—"Attila” (Indie) and “Wild 
Heritage” (20th). Not cutting much 
ice currently at just okay $9,000. | 
Last week, “Certain Smile” (20th). | 
$10,000 

United Artists (UA) (3.900: 60- | 
§0'—"Kings Go Forth” (UA) and | 
Floyd Patterson-Roy Harris fight 
foo Fairly good $10,000 in 9 days 
0 





joms. Last week, “Gunman’s | 
alk” (Col) and “Lineup” (Col), | 
$8,500. ' 


capacity at 557-seat house. Toronto 
newspaper crix panned the pic: 
“Rock-A-Bye-Baby” is okay at Im- 
perial. “China Doll” is rated fine 
at a four-house combo. “The Fly” 
looks oke at 3 houses. “Reluctant 
Debutante” looms solid at Loew’s 
beth being in second weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $2,640,100 
(Based on 21 cities and 241 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 





cluding N. Y.) Beach, Downtown, Glendale, 
Last Year ........ $2,775,800 |State (Taylor) (1,288; 1,059; 995; 
(Based on 21 cities and 241 694; 50-75) — “China Doll” (UA) 
theatres.) be and “Toughest Gun in Tombstone” 
(UA). Fine $12,500. Last week, 

“Camp Blood Island” (Col) and 


“Return to Warbow” (Col), $27,000 
for eight-house Taylor combo 
(8,608 seats). 


‘Country’ Great 
. Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1385; 50-$1) — 
i“The Fly” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
ops aU. | $11,000. Last week, $19,000, 
? ; Hollywood ‘FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 


“10 North Frederick” (20th) 


Washington, Aug. 26. | (gh wk), Okay $7,000. Last week, 
Despite a few soft spots in long- | $8,000. 





run situations, the main stem box- | Bacon _, a = _ 
i : |“Rooney” (Rank), atisfactory 
office is looking up this session, | 9000. Last week, “Truth About 


thanks to the hype of two new-| (Continued on page 10) 





comers. “Big Country” at Loew’s 
Palace is way out in front by many | a 
lengths with greatest take of the 6 ’ 
summer. “The Hunters,” launched | orest rig 
at Loew’s Capitol by fancy invita- | 
“ ; “Indiscreet”’ 
shapes socko in two spots on sec- 
ond round. “Gigi continues great $8 i) Prov Ace 
in ninth stanza at Columbia, up 9 b e 
over last week. “Bridge on River , 
Kwai,” in 23d week at the Trans- Providence, Aug. 26. * 
Lux, looks pleasing. “Search for| The State's “Imitation General 
Paradise,” in 33d week at the War-| shapes fairly good but “Light In 
ner, is on the upgrade as result of | Forest” at Albee is standout with 
“final weeks” ads. “South Pacific” |a fine total. Otherwise biz is fairly 
shapes big in 20th week at the Up-| moderate. Hot seashore weekend 
town. |also hurt as many took — 
Estimates for This Week | of the closing summer season. Ma- 
jestic is okay with “Revenge of 
Ambassador - Metropolitan | (SW) | Frankenstein” while Strand marks 
(1,490; 1,000; — “Indis-| time with second week of “Naked 
creet , ~~ pore Dead.” 
$22,000. Last week, $27,000. Estimates for This Week 
Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 90-$1.25) Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)— 
—‘“The Hunters” (20th). Fine $19,- “Light In Forest” (BV) and “Once 
000, with fancy preem plus per-| Upon a Horse” (U). Nice $8,500, 
sonals by Dick Powell and June | and tops in city. Last week, “A 
Allyson helping. Stays. Last week,| Time To Love” (U) and “I Married 
“Twilight for Gods” (U) (2d wk),| Woman” (U) (2d wk), $3,000. 
(2,200; 65-80)— 


$9,000 for 6 days. | Majestic (SW) 
Columbia (Loew) (904: $1.25-| “Revenge of Frankenstein” (Col) 
$2.50)\—"“Gigi” (M-G) (9th wk).|and “Curse of Demon” (Col). Okay 


Hotsy $12,500. Last week, $12,000. | $7,000. Last week, “Certain Smile” 
Stays. |(20th) and “Cattle Empire” (20th), 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.25)— same. 


“Vikings” (UA) (8th wk). Still okay State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 
$7,000 after $8,000 in seventh.| “Imitation General” «M-G) and 
Holds on. “Gun Fever” (UA). Fairly good 


1 ( » 4 - 90-$1.25) $9,000. Last week, “High School 
_*Bie ’Conmery” ros = Confidential” (M-G) and “Cry Ter- 


|ror” (M-G), $7,000. 
Somers So Sep town. Stays. Last Strand (National Realty) (2,200; 


wh) $11,000." inane (24 | 65,80\—"Naked and Dead” (WB) 
Plaza (T-L) (276: 90-$1.50)—|(24_wk). Slow $5,000 after $7,000 
“God Created Woman” (Kings) |™@ first. 





(41st wk). Levelled off at steady}... ; 
(Continued on page 10) | ‘Fiend Okay $11,000, 
Denver; ‘Naked’ 12G, 2d 


je ? Denver, Aug. 26. 
‘Indiscreet Hep $12,000, | Biz is sagging here currently 
° “f-.’ O1 ‘although there are a few passable 
Port.; ‘Pacific 9°6, 5 ae “Fiend Who Walked the 
- a bang Aug. Rae | West” is rated okay at the Denver 

ig news here this stanza is the | “ ” 
smash biz being racked up by “In- | but Andy Hardy Comes Heaps” S 
discreet” opening week at the Fox. disappointingly light at Orpheum. 
“La Parisienne” is rated neat on | “Naked and Dead” is big in second 
initial round at Paramount while|round at Paramount. “La Par- 
isienne” looms good in second 


“Fiend Who Walked West” looks 
fine at Orphuem. “Gigi” looks dis- |,” : nee 
appointing opening round at the |frame at Denham while “Indis- 
Spam only 12 performances | creet” shapes only fair in feurth 
a week at outset. stanza at the Centre. 

Estimates for This Week Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (890; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“South Pacific” (20th) (13th | ,. Centre (Fox) (1,247; 90-$1.25)— 
wk). Sturdy $9,500. Last week, |‘Indiscreet” (WB) (4th wk). Fair 
$$.700. $5,000 in 4 days. Last week, $9,000. 





Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) | Denham (Cockrill) (1,429; 70-90) 
—“Indiscreet” (WB) and “Man-|—"La Parisienne” (UA) (2d wk.) 
hunt In Jungle” (WB). Boff $12,-| Good $7,500. Last week, $9,000. 


000. Last week, “Certain Smile’! Denver (Fox) (2,586; 70-90) — 
(20th) and “Beautiful But Danger- | “Fiend Who Walked West” (20th) 
ous” (20tH), $6,100. and “Gang War” (20th). Okay 

Guild (Indie), (400; $1.25-$3)—-|$11.000 or over. Last week, on 


“Gigi” (M-G) on reserved seat pol- | reissues. 
icy. Heading for smash $6,000. | Orpheum (RKO) (2,596; 70-90)— 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,865; $1- | “Andy Hardy Comes Home” (M-G) 
$1.50) — “Law and Jake Wade” | and “One That Got Away” (Rank). 
(M-G) and “Tarzan’s Fight For! Light $6,000 or near. Last week, 
Life {M-G). Lean $4,500. Last |“Imitation General” (M-G) and 
week, “Kings Go Forth” (UA) and | “Hell Drivers” (Rank), $10,500 
“Fort Massacre” (UA), $7.600. | p t (Wolfb : an: 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1-/ ¢ nays a (2.200; $0- 
erty - 3.4 | $1.25)— “Naked and Dead” (WB) 
$1.50 Fiend Who Walked West” | 24 wk). Bi . 
(20th) and “Gang War” (20th). Fine | 42 (Kk). Big $12,000. Last week, 
$6,000. Last week, “Naked and the | °°2-4YY: 
Dead” (WB) and “Badman’s Coun-| Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
try” (WB) (2d wk), $6,700. |‘‘South Pacific” (20th) (18th wk). 
Paramount (Port-Par) (3.400; $1- | Fine $5,500. Stays on. Last week, 
$1.50)—“La Parisienne” (UA) and 00. 
“Steel Bayonet” (UA). Neat $7.000 | 
or near. Last week, “Matchmaker” 
(Par) and “Across Bridge” (Rank), 
$5,000. 


Vogue Art (Sher-Shulman) (442; 
75-90)—“‘Mam-zelle Pigale” (Indie). 
Good $1,500. Last week, “Gates of 
' Paris” (Lope), same. 





Hub Hefty: ‘Cat’ Whopping $21,000, 
‘Country’ Big 186, Stranger’ Fat 226 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gress 

This Week . $577,200 
(Based on 23 theatres) 

Last Year ...... $639,000 
(Based on 23 theatres) 


Eden Lusty 126, 
Cleve.; Baby’ 96 


Cleveland, Aug. 26. 

Main stands are feeling the an- 
nual pre-school slump in biz here 
although the dip was not as much 
as had been anticipated. Biggest 
showing for regular-run newcomer 
is being made by “Raw Wind in 
Eden,” which is rated nice at the 











Allen. Elsewhere biz is rather rou- | 


tine with some mild to light ses- 
sions in prospect. “Vikings” looms 
fine on moveover at the Stillman 
and fifth week downtown. New 


Cinerama pic, “Search For Para-| 


dise,” is rated good in first four 
days at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,800; 75-90)—“Raw 
Wind in Eden” ‘U). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Twilight For Gods” 
(U), $9,500. 

Centinental Art (Art Theatre 
Guild) (850; $1.25)—“Night Heaven 


Fell” (Kings) (Indie) (m.o.). Aver- | 


age $2,600. Last week, “Mr. Hulot's 
Holiday” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,200. 
Embassy (Community) ‘1,300; 70- 
90)—“Lone Ranger Lost City of 
Gold” (UA) and “Steel Bayonet” 
(UA). Routine $2,500. Last week, 
“Snorkel” (Col) and “Camp on 
Blood Sand” (Col), $8,000. 
Heights Art (Art Theatre Guild) 
(925; $1.25)—“Time of Desire” (In- 
die). Fine $4,000. Last week, 


Boston, Aug. 26. 

A touch of fall weather and big 
new pix are improving biz at the 
wickets plus the Shriner conven- 
tion. “Cat On Hot Tin Roof” looms 
hottest new entry at State, being 
smash. “Fiend Who Walked West” 
is lofty at the Memorial and “Re- 
venge of Frankenstein” is rated 
loud at the Pilgrim. “Big Coun- 
try” shapes at the Orpheum. “Nevy- 
er Love Stranger” looms bright at 
Paramount and Fenway combo. 
Two new hard ticket shows arrive 
this week, “Gigi” opening at Gary 
Friday (29) and “Windjammer” 
opening at the Boston tomorrow 
(Wed.). 
| “Indiscreet” is robust in seventh 





session at the Astor. “Key” re- 
mains okay at the Beacon Hill in 
sixth round as does “La Parisi- 


}enne,” in fifth at the Gary. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (B&Q) (1,372; 75-$1.50)~ 

| ‘“‘Indiscreet” (WB) (7th wk). Slick 

| $7500. Last week, $8,200. 

| Beacen Hill (Sack) (678; 90-$1.50) 





|—“Key” (Col) (6th wk). Neat 
| $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 

| Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354: 
$1.25-$2.65)—“Windjammer” (NT). 


|Opens tomorrow Wednesday (27). 
|Last week, “Search for Paradise” 
inerama) (39th wk), big $12,000. 
Capri ‘Sack) (990; 90-$1)—“To 
Catch Thief” and “Man Who Knew 
| Too Much” (reissues) (2d wk). Mild 
| $3.000. Last week, $3,500. 

| Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 75-$1.25)— 
| “Your Past Is Showing” (Rank). 
| Opened Sunday (24). Last week, 
|“Rooney” (Rank) (4th wk), fair 
| $4,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 60-$1.10)— 
| ‘Never Love Stranger” (AA) and 
|“Bullwhip” (AA). Good $6,000. 
Last week, “Sierra Baron” (20th) 
}and “Gang War” (20th), $4,006. 
| Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.75)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (5th wk). 
| Oke $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 
| Kenmore (Indie) (700; 75-$1.25) 
|—“Golden Age of Comedy” (DCA) 
j and “Silken Affair” (DCA) (5th wke 
| final). Good $5,000. Last week, 


| ( 





“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (5th $6,500 


wk), $2,400. 

Hippodrome (Telem't) (3,700: 75- 
$1)—"“Kathy O” (U) and “Ride 
Crooked -Trail”’ (U). 
Last week, “Gunman’'s Walk” (Col), 


$11,000. 

Lower Mali (Community) (500; 
70-90) — “Monika” (Indie) and 
“Mixed Up Women” (Indie) (2d 
_ Mild $2,200 after $3,500 in 
rst. 


Ohio (Loew) (1,244: $1.25-$2.50) 
—“South Pacific” (20th) (21st wk). 
Stout $11,000 or near. Last week, 
$10,000. 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,523; 
$1.25-$2.40) — “Search For Para- 
dise” (Cinerama). Good $13,500 in 
first four days. Last week, “Seven 
Wonders of World” (Cinerama) 
(30th wk), $30,000 for 8 days. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Stillman ‘Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“Vikings” (UA) (m.o.). Great $11.- 
000 for fifth downtown lap after 
$10,000. 


‘Attila’ Smash 186 





Light $9,000. | 


| Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.10) 
—‘Fiend Who Walked West” (20th) 
j}and “Rx Murder” (20th). Hot $19,- 
'000. Last week, “Bravados” (20th) 
and “Thundering Jets” (20th) (2d 


| wk), $9,000. 

|_ Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 70- 
$1.10\—“Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(3d wk-final). Slim $9,000. Last 


week, $11,000. 
Mayflower (ATC) (683; 75-$1.25) 
—"Case of Dr. Laurent” (T-L) (2d 
(Continued on page 10) 


Fly’ Lively $14,600 In 
K.C; ‘Indiscreet’ Big 86, 
‘Search’ Great 126, 18 


Kansas City, Aug. 26. 
Film grosses are up on a high 
plateau currently although much 
lof the town is playing holdovers, 
{Strong newcomer is “The Fly,” 
| soaring at three Fox Midwest thea- 
|tres. “Indiscreet” is playing @ 
/sixth week at the Paramount, a 
| record for the house. 








‘ longrun E ! 
St. L; ‘Deb’ Fat 106, 2d Rite Sse Bn athe aon 


St. Louis, Aug. 26. 


Biggest new billing this week is | for Paradise” 
“Attila,” which looks smash at | Souri, playing its final (18th) 


the St. Louis. Otherwise, holdovers | 
predominate, with “Reluctant Deb- 
utante” still sock in a second frame 
at Loew's and “Rock-A-Bye Baby” 
going strong in first h.o. week at 
the Fox. The Orpheum also is brisk 
with “Peter Pan.” “Bolshoi Ballet” 
is nice in two houses. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Arthur) (5,000; 75-90)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) and 
“Buchanan Rides Again” (Col) (2d 
wk). Big $12,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,200: 60-90)— 
“Reluctant Debutante (M-G) and 


“Cry Terror” (M-G) (2d wk). Sock 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,900: 60-90)— 
“Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue). Tall 
$6,000. Last week. “Light in For- 
est” (BV) (3d wk), $5,500. 

Pageant (Arthur) (1,000: $1.80- 
$2.25) —“South Pacific” (20th) (19th 
wk). Sock $8,000. Last week, same. 

Richmond (Arthur) (1,000, $1.25) 
—“Bolshoi Ballet” (Rank). Okav 
$1,500. Last week, “Naked Earth” 
(Indie), ditto. 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3.800: 60-75) 
—“Attila” (Levine) and “The One 


That Got Away” (Rank). Smash 
$18,000. Last week, “Adam and 
Eve” (Indie) and “Bitter Victory” 


(Col), $10,000. 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (560; $1.25) 
—‘“Bolshoi Ballet” (Rank) Nice 
$1,700. Last week, “Naked Earth” 


| are streng in second weeks. “Search 
is big at the Mis- 
week, 
Drive-ins are getting better weath- 
er, ana turning in respectable fig- 


'ures on only moderate product. 


Estimates for This Week 

Crest Drive-in, Riverside Drive- 
in (Commonwealth) (1,000 cars 
each: 85)—“Sierra Baron” (20th), 
“Naked Earth” (20th) and “Violent 
Road” (WB). Moderate $10,000. 
Last week, “Hell Squad” (AI) and 
“Tank Battalion’ (AI), same. 

Glen, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive- 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(700; 750; 1,100 cars; 900 ears; 75- 
90'\—“Buchanan Rides Alone” (Col), 
“Screaming Mimi” (Col) and “Last 
Man To Hang” (Indie). Fairish 
$10,000. Last week, “It, Terror’ 
(UA} and “Curse Faceless Man 
(UA), $13,000. 

Lakeside, Hillerest, Boulevard, 
Heart (Independent Drive-ins) (600 
cars; 500; 700; 1,200; 75-85)—"Tank 
Force” (Col) and “Bitter Victory 
(Col). Hearty $15,000. These four 
independents usually play subse- 
quent-runs. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 
—“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(29th wk). Strong $2,100. Last 

yeek, $1,900. 

3 Mitatena (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $7,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
$1.25-$2)—“‘Search for Paradise 
(Cinerama) (18th wk). Great $12,- 





(Indie), $2,000, 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Chi to Summer High; ‘Country’ Tops, 
Boffo $50,000, Eden’ Fancy $24,000, 
Defiant’ Huge 376, 2d, ‘Indiscreet’ 286 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Plethora of strong product, new 
and holdover, is giving downtown 
cinemas one of their best sessions 
this summer. Big opener is State- 
Lake’s “Big Country,” which bids 
to collar a boffo $50,000 or better. 

Oriental’s preem stanza of “Raw 
Wind in Eden” is headed for a fine 
$24,000. “Outlaw’s Son” and “Gun 
Fever” tandem at Monroe is nice. 

Pacing the holdovers is “Defiant 
Ones,” which is expecting a tre- 
mendous second round at the 
Roosevelt after hitting a house 
high in preem sesh. “Indiscreet” 
is hotsy in United Artists third 
stanza. 

“Night Heaven Fell” is rated good 
at Woods in third round. “Naked 
and Dead” in third Chicago week 
is moderate. Garrick’s third frame 
of “Light in Forest” looks brisk. 
Esquire’s fourth round of “Match- 
maker” is sock while “La Parisi- 
enne” stacks snappy in fifth ses- 
sion at the Loop. 

Pacing the hard-ticket pix is 
“Around World in 80 Days,” still 
remarkable in 73d frame at Todd's 
Cinestage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capri (Dowd) (585; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Deadlier Than Male” (Cont) and 
“His First Affair” (Indie). Soft 
$4,000. Last week, “Miller's Beau- 
tiful Wife” (DCA), $3,000. 

Carnegie (Telem’t) (485; $1.25)— 
“The Goddess” (Col) (3d wk). 
Brisk $4,000. Last week, $4,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 90-$1.80) 
—“Naked and Dead” (WB) (3d wk). 
Mild $17,000. Last week, $28,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.50)@""Matchmaker” (Par) (4th 
wk Sock $13,000. Last week, 
$11,000 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Light in Forest” (BV) (3d_ wk). 
Fancy $12,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Harris (Indie) (984; . $1.25-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (7th wk). Steady 
$18,500. Last week, $17,200. 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50!— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (5th wk). 
Snappy $8,000. Last week, $9,000. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30)—“‘South Pacific” (20th) (22d 


wk). Sock $35,000. Last week, 
$32,000 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90)— 
“Outlaw’s Son” (UA) and “Gun 
Fever” (UA). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan’s Fight for Life” 
(M-G) and “Handle With Care” 
(M-G), $6,400. 


Opera House (Nat'l. Th.) (2,350; 
$1.50-$3.50)—““Windjammer” (NT) 
(9th wk). Mild $20,800. Last week, 
$21,300. 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.50) | 


—“Raw Wind in Eden” (U). Stout 
$24,000. Last week, “Kathy 0” 
(U) and “Ride a Crooked Trail 
(U) (ist wk), $17,000. 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
$1.25-$3.40)—“‘Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (19th wk). Socko $27,- 
000. Last week, $24,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 90-$1.80) 
—“Defiant Ones” (UA) (2d wk). 
Sock $37,000. Last week, $53,522 
for new house high and way over 
estimated figure here, which was a 
typo 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
$1.80)—“Big Country” (UA). ) Boff 
$50,000. Last week, “Vikings (UA) 
(9th wk), $16,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.50) 


—‘“Rooney” (Rank) (2d wk). Good 
$5.609. Last week, $5,400. 
Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1.036; 


$1.75-$3.50)—“Around World” (UA) 
(72d wk). Terrific $21,900. Last 
week, $19,800. 

‘United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.80)\—“Indiscreet” (WB) (3d wk). 
Exciting $28,000. Last week .$31,- 


000 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90- 
$1.50) — “Night Heaven Fell 


(Kings) (3d wk). Very good $12,000. 
Last week, $21,000. 





PROMOTE HELEN DEAN 
Albany, Aug. 26. 

Mrs. Helen Dean is the new of- 
fice manager for Metro in Albany, 
Branca Manager Edward Susse 
having promoted her from booker, 
to succeed Frank Carroll, now in 
charge of Clark Service's local in- 
speciing and shipping branch. 

Mrs. Dean has been with MGM 
for 17 years. 
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‘PARISIENNE’ BIG 106, | 
INDPLS.; ‘PACIFIC’ 116 


Indianapolis, Aug. 26. 
Biz is s 
this stanza. 


Indiana, “Badlanders” at Loew's 


are modest grossers. 


tes for This Week 

Cirele (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 75- 
|90)\—“La Parisienne” (UA) and 
“Across Bridge” (Rank). Dandy 
$10,000. Last week, “Matchmaker” 
(Par), $7,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90) — 
“Frankenstein 1970” (AA) and 


Last week, “Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(2d wk), $5,500. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 75-90)—‘In- 
discreet” (WB) (3d wk). Oke $6,000. 
Last week, $6,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427: 75-90) — 
“Badlanders” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s 
Fight for Life” (M-G). Slow $5,500. 
Last week, “Gunman’s Walk” (Col), 
$4,500. 

Lyrie (C-D) (850; $1.25-$2.20)— 
“South Pacific” (20th) 





Hefty $11,000. Last week, $9,500. 





‘Eden’ Oke $11,000, 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
Biz at deluxers this stanza shapes 
; very strong, with “Naked and 
| Dead” outstanding. It is solid in 
| Opening round at Paramount. “Raw 
Wind in Eden” also looks okay at 
Golden Gate while “Fiend Who 
| Walked the West” is rated fair at 
| the Fox. “Indiscreet” looms great 
}in third frame at the St. Francis. 
“Around World 
climbing to a giant figure in 87th 
|} session at Coronet while “Gigi” is 
|mear capacity in seventh frame at 
Stagedoor. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) 
—‘“Raw Wind in Eden” (U) and 
“Once Upon a Horse” (U), Okay 
$11,000 or near. Last week, 
“Matchmaker” (Par) and 
Bridge” (Rank) (2d wk), $10,000. 





“Fiend Who Walked West” (20th) 
and “Naked Earth” (20th). Fair 
$11,500. Last week, “High School 
Hellcats” (AI) and “Hot Rod Gang” 
(AL, $10,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2.656; 90-$1.25) 
—“Badlanders” (M-G) and “Fight- 


$9,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Naked and Dead” (WB). Solid 
$19,000. Last week, “Camp Blood 
Island” (Par) and “Snorkel” (Par) 
(2d wk), $6,000 in 3 days. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; $1.25- 
$1.50)\—“Indiscreet” (WB) (3d wk). 
Great $14,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Search For Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (24th wk). Fancy 
$19,000. Last week, $18,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,- 
207; 90-$1.25)—“China Doll” (UA) 
and “Lost City of Gold” (UA). 
Okay $8,000 or near. Last week, 
“It” (UA) and “Curse of Faceless 
Man” (UA), $7,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (7th wk). Near capac- 
ity $12,400. Last week, $12,300. 

Presidio (Hary-Parsons) (774; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Goddess” (Col) (6th 
wk). Oke $2,600. Last week, $2,900. 

Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25)—“Blue Murder at St. Trin- 
ian’s” (Cont) (5th wk). Fine $3,- 
800. Last week, $4.000. 

Coronet (United California) (1,- 
250; $1.50-$3.75)—“‘Around World” 
(UA) (87th wk). Giant $15,000. 
Last week, $14,000. 

Alexandria (United California) 
(1,170; $1.50-$3.50)—“‘South Paci- 
fic” (20th) (8th wk). Nice $23,000. 





0.000” | sharp at the flagship Albee, heads | —~ in ninth week at the Trans- 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— | 


ing Wildcats” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay | 


| downtown deluxers, some new pix 





| tional. 
“‘y at first-runs here | okay at the Fox. 
t But “La Parisienne” | 
is sturdy at the Circle to lead new dise,” in 29th week at the Music | “The Matchmaker” shapes neat at 
product, ‘South Pacific” has taken | Hall is smash, and “South Pacific,” | the Center for one of better show- 
another spurt in 18th week at/in its 20th session at the United | 
Lyric. “Frankenstein 1970” at the | 
“Indiscreet” | Adams. 
is okay in third round at Keith’s. | 


| 
i 


“Spy in Sky” (AA). Drab $6,500. | $!-25-$1.50) — “Indiscreet” 


| man’s 
| $25,000. Last week, “Imitation Gen- 


(18th wk). | 
| 90-$1.25—“Law 


Frisco; Doll 8G 


|—“Big Country” 


‘NAKED’ MIGHTY 
MILE’ POTENT 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 
A big week is in prospect for 





giving biz a shot in the arm. Pacing 

e field is “Naked and Dead” | 
which is heading for a terrific total 
at the Palms. “Indiscreet” at the 
Michigan and “Big Country” at the 
Madison shape great in second 
weeks, latter being nearly sensa- 
“A Certain Smile” looks 





Long-termers “Search for Para- 


Artists, shapes strong. “Gigi” is— 
slower in its 9th stanza at the 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 


| $1.50)—“Certain Smile” (20th) and | 


“Ambush at Cimarron Pass” (20th) | 


= Patterson-Harris fight pix.) 


ke $16,000. Last week, “The Fly” | $9 


(20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
(WB) | 
and “Stage Struck” (BV) (2d wk). | 
Socko $19,000. Last week, $27,500. | 

Palms (UD) (2,961; $1.25-$1.50)— | 
“Naked and Dead” (WB) and “Bad-_. 
Country” (WB). Terrific | 


eral” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s Fight for | 
Life” (M-G) (2d wk), $16,000. 
Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
(UA) (2d wk).} 
Great $22,000. Last week, $30,000. | 
Broadway-Capiteol (UD) (3,500: | 
and Jake Wade” 
(M-G) and “Looking for Danger” 
(AA). Started Monday (25). Last 
week, “Frankenstein 1970” (AA) 
and “Spy in Sky” (AA), oke $15,500. 
United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- | 
$3)—“South Pacific” (20th) (20th 


wk). Strong $13,000. Last week, 
$12,800. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
$2.75\—"Gigi” (M-G) (9th wk). 


| Slowing to nice $7,000. Last week, | 
200. 


in 80 Days” is) 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| tinues 


| 





Last week, $22,000. 


Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,205; 
$1.20-$2.65)—“Search for Paradise” | 
(Cinerama) (29th wk). Smash $17,- | 
500. Last week, $17,009. 

Trans-Lux Krim (Trans Lux) | 
(1,000; 90-$1.65)—“Night Heaven 
Fell” (Kings) (6th wk). Oke $6,000. 
Last week, $7,000. 





| okay at the Buffalo. 


| “Twilight for Gods” (U) and “Wild 





B'way Holds Up in Pre-Holiday Stanza; 
‘General’ 4-Star 356, Deb’ Dynamite 
1856, 2d, ‘Vikings’ Big $25,000, 11th 


ee 
? 








TWILIGHT’ BRISK 126, | 
BUFF; ‘PACIFIC’ 106 


Buffalo, Aug. 26. 
Cool weather is helping Buffalo 
first-runs in the current session. 


ings by newcomers. “Twilight For 
Gods” shapes bright at the Lafa- 
yette. “The Badlanders” is rated 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
“Badlanders” (M-G) and “Wink of 
Eye” (Indie). Oke $10,000. Last 
week, “The Reluctant Debutante” 
(M-G) and “Lost Paradise” (UA), 
800 


Center ‘(ABPT) (3,000; 70-90)— 
“Matchmaker” (Par). Neat $9,500. 
Last week, “Indiscreet” (WB) (3d) 
wk), $8,000. N 

Century ‘UATC) (1,410; $1.50-$3) 
—South Pacific” (20th) (14th wk). 
Hefty $10.000. Last week, $8,500. 

Lafayette (Basi!) (3,000; 70-90)— 


Heritage” (U). Bright $12,000. Last 
week, “Never Love Stranger” (AA) 
and “Quantrills’ Raiders” (AA), 
$11,000. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70- 
90)—“‘Tank Force” (Col) and “The 
Line-up” (Col). Trim $11,000. Last 
week, “Fiend Who Walked West” 
(20th) and “RX Murder” (Indie), | 
$9,000. 

Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1.25) 
—“And God Created Woman” | 
(Kings) (17th wk). Hot $2,200, Last 
week, $2,400. | 





Hardy Slow 76, 
Philly; ‘Smile’ 11. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. | 

Midtown cinemas are marking | 
time until the arrival of Labor Day 
although rain helned Sunday biz. | 
Town is loaded with holdovers and | 
extended-run pix with newcomers | 
not exciting. Major disapvoint- | 


Although it’s the week before 
the Labor Day holiday session, 
Breadway first-run trade is holding 
in solid fashion currently. It is 
being helped by only one new- 
comer but the stanza is being aided 
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
national convention (wound up last 
Friday) and cooler weather. A 
number of houses are bringing in 
new fare to take advantage of the 
next holiday weekend. 

“Imitation General” is soaring 
to a socko $35,000 opening round 
Of course, the champion continues 
to be “Reluctant Debutante” with 
stageshow at the Music Hall with @ 
terrific $185,000 for the second 
session or not much below the 
opening week's $191,600. 

“Vikings” is holding amazingly 
big with $25,000 or better in cur- 
rent (llth) stanza at the Astor. 
“Naked and the Dead” 
fairly big with $24,000 i 
round at the Capitol. Also in third, 
“Twilight for Gods” leoms okay 
$12,000 at the Mayfair. “Naked 
Earth” opens there tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

“Certain Smile” is being re 
placed today (Wed.) by “The Hun 
ters” at the Paramount after 4 
preem last night (Tues.). “Smile” 
dipped to $18,000 in final four days 
of fourth week. “La Parisienne” 
looks stout $17,500 in fourth round 
at the Victoria. “Key,” which was 
off in six days of eighth week at 
the Odeon and Fine Arts,” was 
supplanted yesterday (Tues.) by 
“Me and Colonel.” “Law and Dis- 
order” was fine $8,300 in third 
round at Baronet. 

“Around World in 80 Days” 
soared to a mighty $37,000 in 97th 
frame at the Rivoli. Newest hard- 
ticket pic, “South Seas Adventure,” 
held at socko $38,900 in fifth ses- 


| Sion at the Warner. 


“South Pacific” held at great 
$30,900 in 22d round at the Cri- 
terion. “Gigi” was capacity $19,- 
300 in 14th week at the Royale. 
“Bridge on River Kwai” was sturdy 
$23,800 in 36th session at the 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 
“Vikings” (UA) (11th wk). This 
stanza ending today ‘Wed.) looks 


‘General’ Sharp $14,000, pesee appears to be “Andy Hardy | like lusty $25,006. The 10th week, 


Cincy; ‘Colossus’ OK 76, 
‘Search’ Hot 1836, 38. 


Cincinnati, Aug. 26. | 
“Imitation General,” shaping | 
Cincy firstruns currently in extend- | 
ing a string of winning sessions. | 
“Badlanders” looms oke at the | 
Palace and “Colossus of New York” 
rates good at the smaller Grand. 
Lone holdover, “Matchmaker,” con- | 
sturdy at Keith’s. Hard 
ticket “South Pacific” and “Search | 
for Paradise” still are hotsy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Imitation General” (M-G). Sharp | 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Naked 
and Dead” (WB), $10,500. } 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1.376: 
$1.20-$2.65)—“Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (38th wk). In step with 
last week’s hotsy $18,500. Run set | 
to end Oct. 19. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 75-$1.10)— 
“Colossus of New York” (Par) and | 
“Space Children” (Par). 
$7,000. Last week, “Law and Jake | 
Wade” (M-G) and “Handle With | 
Care” (M-G), $6,500. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Matchmaker” (Par) (2d wk). Solid | 
$7,000 after $9,000 bow. | 





Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— | $2 


Good | ditto 


Comes liome,” which is rated slow | 
at the Fox. “Badlanders,” too, is 
slim at the Goldman in first round. | 
“Big Country” shapes bangun in| 
second Stanley week while “Cer- | 
tain Smile” looks slick in second | 
at the Viking. “The Vikings” is 


ux. 
Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— | 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (5th wk). | 
Slim $3,500. Last week, $4.000. | 
Boyd (SW) (1.480: $1 25-$2.75)— | 
“Gigi” (M-G) (9th wk). Big $9,000. 
Last week, ditto. 
Fox (National) (2,250; 65-$1.49)— 
“Andy Hardy Comes Home” (M-G). 


Slow $7.000. Last week, “Naked 
Earth” (20th) and “Sierra Baron” 
(20th), $7,500. 

Goldman (Goldman) (2.250: 65- 
$1.49)\—“Badlanders” (M-G). Slim 
$8,000. Last week, “Revenge of 
Frankenstein” (Col) and “Curse of 
Demon” (Col), same. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; $2- 


$2.75)—“South Pacific” (20th) (22d 
wk). Great $10,000. Last week, 


Randolph (Goldman) (1.250; 65- 
$1.80)\—“Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(3d wk). Good $8,000. Last week, 


0,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2.900: 99-$1.80)— 
“Big Country” (UA) (2d wk). Lusty 
5.000. Last 





week, $32,000. 


“Badlanders” (M-G). Just okay Giant, , : ; 

«Just "Stanton (SW) (1,483: 99-$1.29)— | 
$8,000. Last week, “A Time t0| «Kings Go Forth” (UA) (8th wk). | 
Love” (U), $9,000. /Fight pix holding this at brisk | 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; ie., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


| 





$2,500. 


$10,000. Last week, $10,700 
Studio (Goldberg) (385: 94-$1.49) | 


—‘Pagans” (AA) and “Hong Kong $1 


Last 
(Indie) 


Oke $3,300. 
Eden” 


Affair” (AA). 
week, “Garden of 
(4th wk), $3,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)— 
“Vikings” (UA) (9th wk). Sturdy 
$5.200. Last week, $6,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1.000; 99-$1.49)— 
“Certain Smile” (20th) (2d wk). 
Slick $11,000. Last week, $14,500. 


World (Pathe) (694; 94-$1.49)— 
“No Sun in Venice” (Indie) (2d 
wk) Quiet $2,200. Last week, 





|— “Twilight For Gods” 


$26,600. Stays on. 

Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie) 
(550; $1.25-$2) — “Matchmaker” 
(Par) (3d wk). Second week ended 
yesterday (Tues.) was strong $16,- 
000. First, near-record $19,000. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 
$1.70)—“Law and Disorder” (Cont) 
(4th wk). Third round completed 
Monday (25) was nice $8,300. Sec- 
ond was $9,160. 

Capito! (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—‘Naked and Dead” (WB) )4th 
wk). Third session finished yester- 
day (Tues.) was big $24,000. Second 
was $30,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1671; $1.80- 
$3.50)—“South Pacific” (20th) (23d 
wk). The 22d round finished Sun- 
day (24) was great $30,900. The 
2ist week was $31,500. 

Fire Aris (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Me and Colonel” (Cont). Open- 
ed yesterday (Tues.). In ahead. 
“Key” (Col) (8th wk-6 days), fair 
$4.800. Seventh full week was 
$5.500. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) — 
“Lovers and Thieves” (Indie) (4th 
wk). Third week ended Sunday 
(24) was good $7,000. Second was 
$8,200. Stays only three days of 
fourth session to open “Truth 
About Women” (Cont) tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Mayfair (Indie) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 
(U) (3d 
wk). This round extended through 
today (Wed.) looks like okay $12,- 
000 for eight days. Second was 
$14,000. “Naked Earth” (20th) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Normandie (Trans-Lux) 592; 95- 
80)— “White Wilderness” (BV} 
(34d wk). Second session com- 
pleted Monday (25) was still big 
with $11,500. First was $17,000, 

Palace (RKO) (1,642; $1-$3) — 
“River Kwai” (Col) (37th wk). The 
36th stanza ended yesterday (Tues.) 
was sturdy $23,000. The 35th 
week, $24,600. Going to continue 
with daily matinees indef 

Odeon (Rank) (813; 90-$1.80) — 
“Me ard Colonel” (Cont). Opened 

(Continued on page 19) 
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H.0.s Hit Balto; ‘Earth’ NSG $4,000, 
‘Country’ Big 136, 2d, ‘Pacific’ 96, 21 


a 





Baltimore, Aug. 26. + 


Action has slowed up this frame 
with holdovers dominating. Only 
new entries are “Naked Earth,” 
drab at the Century and “De-| 
moniac” oke at the Five West. Of | 
the holdovers, “Naked and Dead” 
at the Town shapes big while “Big | 
Country” at the Hipp is big, both | 
in second weeks. } 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
$2,500 for last four or five weeks. 


Continues. 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1.25- 
$2.50)—“Bridge on River Kwai” 
(Col) (23d wk). Pleasing $6.500 for 


“The Fly” at the Stanley is fairly /second consecutive week. Still big 
nice. “The Key” at the Mayfair|on weekends. Stays. 


looks hep in fourth. “Matchmaker” | 


looms nice in third frame at the | $1.25-$2.40)—‘Search 


(1.300; 
Para- 


(SW-Cinerama) 
for 


Warner 


Little. “Gigi” is slowing down in dise” (Cinerma) (33d wk). Hypoed 


Film Centre. | 


seventh week at 


“South Pacific’ shapes sturdy in| 
2ist round at the New. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 


$1.25)—“Naked Earth” (20th). Drae | 


$4000. ‘.2°t week, “Bravados” 
(20th), $7,500. 

Cinema (‘(Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25) — “Night Heaven Fell” 


(Kings) (5th wk). Slow $2,500 after 
$3,000 in previous week. 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 
$1.50-$2.50) — “Gigi” (M-G) (7th 
wk). Held at big $7,000 after same 
in sixth. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25)\—“Demoniac” (Indie). Oke 
$3,000. Last week, “Time to Love” 
(U) (5th wk), $3,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
50-$1.25)—“Big Country” (UA) (2d 
wk). Big $13,000 after $14,000 
opener. 

Little (Rappaport) (300; 50-$1.25) 
—‘“Matchmaker” (Par) (3d wk). 
Nice $3,000 after same in second. 

Mayfair (Fruchtman) (900; 50- 
$1.25\—"The Key” (Col) (4th wk). 
Hep $6,500 after $7,000 in third. 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“South Pacific” (20th) (21st 
wk). Steady $9,000 after ditto in 
20th. 


Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25\—"“Man in Raincoat” (Col) 
(2d wk). Oke $3,000 after $3,400 in 
first. 

Stanley (Fruchtman) (3,200; 50- 
$1.25)—"“The Fly” (20th) (2d wk). 


Fairly mild $6,000 after $12,000 
opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,125; 50- 
$1.25!\—“Naked and Dead” (WB) 


(2d wk). Hefty $9,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued frem page 8) 
Rialto, “Indiscreet” (WB) (2d wk), | 








$13,300. 
Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 
$1.25-$2)—“Big Country” (UA). 


Hotsy $11,000 or better. Last week, 
“The Key” (Col) (7th wk-9 days), 
$3,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—-‘White Wilderness” (BV). Fancy 


$9,500. Last week, “The Match- 
maker” (Par) (4th wk-9 days), 
$4,500. 


State, Four Star (UATC) (2.404; 
868; 90-$1.50) — “La Parisienne’ 
(UA) (4th wk). Stout $8,500. Last 
week, $10,500. | 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 90-$1.50)— 
“Twilight for Gods” (U) and “Voice 





in Mirror” (U) (2d wk). Slow) 
$2,800. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,320; 90-$1.50) —| 


“Imitation General” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Lagging at $3,500. 

Orpheum, New Fox (Metropoli- 
tan-FWC) (2,213; 765; 90-$1.50)— 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA) and “Jun- 


gle Heat” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
$9.600. 

Fox Wilshire, El Rey, Rialto 
(FWC-Metropolitan) (2,961; 861; 
839; 90-$1.50)\—“Indiscreet” (WB) 


(3d wk), Fox Wil, Rialto; 1st wk, 
El] Rey). Soft $10,500. Last week, 


to big $10,500. Last week, $9,700. 
Holding, 

Uptown (SW) (1.100; $1.25-$2.50) 
—‘“South Pacific” (20th) (20th wk). 
Big $10,000. Last week, same. 


H.0.s Hamper Mpls. But 
‘Eternity’ Stout $8,000; 
‘Pacific’ Loud 14G, 9th 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Despite attendance record for 
second day of the state fair, rain 
and cold weather over weekend is 
helping biz. “The Badlanders” 
looms mild at Orpheum but “Here 

to Eternity,” the oldie is smash. 
Hard ticket “Search for Para- 
dise” -and “South Pacific’ ave in 
their 26th and ninth weeks, being 
upped via added matinees for 
State Fair crowds. It’s the sixth 
session for “No Time for Ser- 
geants” downtown, now on move- 
over at RKO Pan. “La Parisienne” 

luoks sock in fourth World week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Academy (Mann) (947: $1.50- 
$2.65)—“South Pacific’ (20th) (9th 





|wk). Extra matinees and State Fair |). 


visitors proving a tonic currently. 
Big $14,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Century (SW-Cinerama) 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Search for Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (26th wk). Daily 
matinees this week boosting biz to 
a powerful $14,000. Last week, 
$12,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1.000; 85-90)— 
“Imitation General” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Winds up a nice run at okay $4,700. 
Last week, $5,300. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-90)—“‘Here 
to Eternity” (‘Col) (reissue). 
demonstration of what topnotch 
oldies can do. Stout $8,000. Last 
week, “The Fly” (20th) and “Space 
Master X-7” (20th) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— 


|““Twilight For Gods” (U) (2d wk). 


Modest $6.0.0 for 6 days. Last 


week, $8,000. 





(1,150; | 


& | $1.80-$3.50)—"South Seas 


NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 9) 


|yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“Key” (Col) (8th wk-6 days), okay 


$9 000 after $11,000 in seventh full 


week. 

Royale (Loew) (934; $1.50-$3) — 
| “Gigi” (M-G) (15th wk). The 14th 
|}week ended Saturday (23) was 
| capacity $19,300. The 13th stanza 
| was the same. 


Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2:\—"‘The Hunters” (20th). Opened 
with special preem last night | 


(Tues.), regular run starting today. 
In ahead, “Certain Smile” (20th) 
(4th wk-4 days), down to fair $18,- 
0CO in final days. Third was 
$22,000. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)—“‘Age of Infidelity” (Janus) 
(2d wk). First week ended Sunday 
(24) was moderate $6,500. Stays 
only through next Friday, with 
“Lucky Jim” (Kings) opening on 
Saturday (30). 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- | 


| fellers) (6,200; 90-$2.75)—“Reluc- 
/tant Debutante” (M-G) with stage- 
| snow (2d wk). This session is head- 


'from first week’s 

| hopes. Stays on, natch! 

| Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—‘“Around World” (UA) (98th wk). 
The 97th week completed yester- 
day (Tues.) was mighty $37,000, a 
great pickup from 96th week which 
| was $32,600. 

| Plaza ‘(Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 

“La Parisienne’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza finished yesterday 
|(Tues.) was nice $9,000. Third was 
$11,000. 
| Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (2,710; $1.75- 
|$3.50)—“‘Windjammer” (NT) (20th 
| wk). This round today (Wed.) looks 
|to hit okay $24,000 or ahead of 19th 
| week’s $23,000. 
| State (Loew) (3.450; 50-$1.75)— 
|““Imitation General” (M-G) (2d wk). 
|Initial session ended yesterday 
|(Tues.) was socko $35,000 or close. 
| In ahead, “Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) 
| (4th wk), $12,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Tale of Two Cities” (Rank) (4th 
Third round ended Sunday 
(24) was nice $5,500. Second was 
$7,100. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
$1.50-$2)—"Case of Dr. Laurent” 
\(T-L) (10th wk). The ninth frame 
completed yesterday (Tues.) was 





socko $10,000. same as eighth week. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,003; 50-$2) 
|—"La Parisienne” (UA) (5th wk). 
|Fourth session finished yesterday 
}(Tues.) was stout $17,500. Third, 
| $18.000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) 
Adven- 
Fifth 
was 

the 


|ture” (Cinerama) (96th wk). 
| Stanza ended Saturday (23) 
great $38,900. Fourth was 
same. 





KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 8} 


(1,600; | 


Hardtop Vs 


z 
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Ozoner Cost Ratios | 






| While salaries and film rental costs are less for a drive-in than for 
a conventional theatre, the ozoner’s wider drawing army, eeiase addi- 


tional coin for advertising, film delivery and upkeep. 


hese facts are 


revealed in a Theatre Owners of America study of average operating 


costs, in percentages, 
theatres was issued in April. 


advertising costs are 10.2% 


for drive-ins. 


A similar study on four-wall 


Drive-ins, for example, utilize 20.6% of the operating cost for salaries 
as compared with 23.5% for conventional theatres. However, drive-in 
as against 6.5° for four-wall 


houses. 


‘Drive-ins spend 2.3% for film delivery as compared with 1.2% for the 


conventional theatres. Ozoners ha 
utilities, maintenance, repairs, boot 
to 6.5%, 


of maintaining speakers, screens, roadbeds and paving. 


ve a higher operating expense for 
h, and cleaning supplies. It’s 11.6% 


the higher drive-in percentage being attributed to the cost 


Conventional 


houses take more on depreciation—7°% as compared with the drive-in’s 


4.3%. 


On miscellaneous items—telephone, postage, insurance, federal 


taxes, etc.—it’s 6.3% for the four-wallers and 4.9% for the drive-ins. 


TOA points out that the study is 


based on a relatively small segment 


of the total of some 4,500 drive-ins in the U.S. The figures, however, 


|represent a compilation of reports received from all sections of the 


| ‘Arbitration Drops een 
Vocabulary of Industry; 
Not Dirty Word to Kirsch 


Hope for the amicable settlement 
of exhibitor-distributor disputes— 
a goal on which several years of 
time has been devoted—appears to 
| be vanishing to the point of no re- 
turn. It’s been months since any- 
body in the industry—exhibitors or 
distributors—has mentioned the 
word “arbitration.” From all in- 
tents and purposes, it appears that 
efforts to establish an arbitration 
system have been completely aban- 
doned. There have been no meet- 
ings of the negotiating committees 
and, as far as can be ascertained, 
there is no plan to convene one. 

The only inkling that the sub- 
ject of arbitration is still on the 
books was contained in the annual 
report of Jack Kirsch, president of 
Allied Theatres of Illinois. Kirsch 
stated what everybody in the in- 
dustry has long believed—that the 
| chances for working out an arbitra- 
tion system for the industry “are 
very remote.” 

Kirsch calls attention to the fact 
that the radically changed pattern 
lof film selling and distribution 
makes it unlikely “that any system 
lof arbitration can be agreed upon 
| which would offer exhibitors any 
| measure of relief from one of the 
most perplexing problems plaguing 
subsequent run and small town the- 
atres—the matter of availabilities.” 


The distrib members of the arbi- 








RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 75- | 000, as rush in final week helps up | tration committee have been at- 


90)—“Badlanders” (M-G). Slight at 
$6.000. Last week, “No Time for 


Sergeants” (WB) (5th wk), $8,500 


at 95c-$1.25 scale. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 95-$1.25) 
—‘“No Time for Sergeants” (WB) 
(m.o.). Here after five big Orphe- 
um weeks. Hangs on_ sturdily. 
Mighty $7,500. Last week, “Left 
Handed Gun” (WB) and “Manhunt 
in Jungle” (WB), $5,000 at 85c top. 

State (Par) 
“Naked and Dead” (WB) (3d wk). 
Satisfactory $6,000. Last week, 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)—"‘Mam’‘zelle Pigalle” (Indie). 
Bardot is hot stuff here, Hefty 
$3,000. Last week, “‘Razzia” (Indie) 
(2d run), $1,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (4th wk). 
Sock $5,000. Last week, same. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
ae $8,200. Last week, 





El! Rey, “No Time for Sergeants” $10 


(WB), 
$2,500. 

Pantages (RKO) (2.815; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Certain Smile” (20th) (3d wk): 
Dim $5,000 in 5 days. 


“Goddess” (Col) (5th wk), 


Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1.468; $1.65-$3) — “Gigi” (M-G) 
(7th wk). Rich $21,700. Last week. 
$21,800. 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,392: $1.65-| 


$3.30)—“South Pacific” (20th) (12th 


wk). Fancy $22,000. Last week, 
$23,800. 
Chinese (FWC) (1,408: $1.75- 


$3.50) —""Windjammer” (NT) (20th 
by Tall $23.800. Last week, $22,- 
00. 





Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70- 
$1.10) — “Never Love Stranger” 
(AA) and “Bullwhip” (AA). Bright 
$16,000. Last week, “Sierra Baron” 
(20th) and “Gang War” (20th). 
$13,000. 

Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.30) 
—‘South Pacific” (20th) (20th wk). 
Sturdy $14,500. Last week, ditto. 


Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10)— | 


“Revenge of Frankenstein” (Col) 
and “Curse of Demon” (Col). Loud 


$12,000. Last week, “Naked Earth” | 


(20th) and “Desert Hell” (20th), 
$7,000. | 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 90-| 


$1.50)—“Big Country” (UA).- Big | 


(2,200; 90-$1.25)— | 


biz. Will mark a strong run for the 
| Picture here. “Windjammer” (NT) 
opens Aug. 28. 


—‘Indiscreet” (WB) ‘6th wk). Sets 
| a modern record for length of run, 
five weeks being previous record 


jheld by several films. Socko $8,- 
|000. Last week, same. 
| Rexy (Durwood) (879; 75-90)— 


| “Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $6,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
| (750; 75-90)—“Mitsou” (Indie) Oke 
$1,500. Last week, ‘“Deadlier Than 
Male” (Indie), same. 

Uptown, Fairway, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (2,043; 700; 1,217; 75-90) 
|—"“The Fly” (20th) and “Space 
Master X-7” (20th). Nifty $14,000. 
Last week, “Peter Pan” (BV) (re- 
issue) and “Wolf Dog” (20th), 
$12,000. 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 8) 


Nomen” (Rank) (3d wk), $4,000. 
Imperial (FP) (3,344; 75-$1.50)— 





“hock-A-Bye-Baby” (Par). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “The Key” 
(Col) (2d wk), $12,000. 
International (Taylor) (557; $1) 
|— “King in New York” (IFD). 
Curiosity-seekers lifting this to 
near-capacity $5,000 or over. Last 


week, “Lost Continent” (IFD) (4th 
wk), $3,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25)— 
“Reluctant Debutante” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40) — 
“South Pacific’ (20th) (8th wk). 
Big $13,000. Last week, same. 

Towne (Taylor) (695; $1-$2.50)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (5th wk). Still near- 


é i : $18,000 or near. Last week, “Law| capacity at $10,000. Last week, 
ee Hollywood = (SW-Cine-| and Jake Wade” (M-G) and “Tar- | same. 
rama) (1.384; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven | zan’s Fight for Life” (M-G) (2d| University (FP) (1,233; $1.50- 


Wonders” ‘Cinerama). Started 64th | 
week on Sunday (24) after solid 
$21,300 last week. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,135: 
$3.50)—“Around World in 80 Days” | 
(UA) (88th wk). Smash $23,500. 
Last week, $22,200, 


wk), $8,000. 
State (Loew) (3.600; 75-$1.25)— 
“Cat On Hot Tin Roof” (M-G). 


$1.75- Socko $21,000. Last week, ‘Imita- | 


tion General’ (M-G) and “True 
Story Lynn Stuart” (Col) (2d wk), 


| $9,000. 


| $2.40)—"‘Seven Wonders of World” 


|(Cinerama) (5th wk). A pick-up to| Prosperous future, we must in-| 


}a big $9,600. Last week, $9,000. 

Uptowm (Loew) (2,074; 89-$) -- 
\“The “Badlanders” “(M-G). eat 
| $9,000: Last week, “Twilight. for 
| Gods” (U) (2d Wk), $6,000, . 


Paramount (UP) (1,900; 90-$1.25) 





| tempting to get distributor officials 
| to agree to the arbitration of wait- 
| ing time, but the film companies 
have so far refused to consider 
j availability as an arbitrable issue. 
|“It is indeed unfortunate,” Kirsch 
concludes, “that our industry can- 
not get together on a prceject that 
would help avoid costly litigation 
and much of the blame for this can 





TOA FAVORS REVIVAL 
OF CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 


; quick endorsement and support to 


dren's Film Library. In a letter 
Ernest G. Stellings, TOA topper, 
said that “TOA stands ready to as- 


gram.” 

Stellings pointed out that TOA 
has long championed the necessity 
of cultivating the attendance of 
children at theatres “if our indus- 





particularly in view of the compe- 
tition of other entertainment me- 
dia.” He added that the present 
shortage of prints of special chil- 
|dren’s films has made the presen- 


| tation of “kiddie shows” extremely | 


| difficult to the average exhibitor. 
| Stellings noted, too, that the lack 
lof titles and prints has severely 
| hampered the exhibitors’ approach 
|to parent-teacher organizations, 
school systems and other commun- 
ity groups in the preparation of 
any series of children’s shows. 

“If our industry is to have a 
| grain the movie habit in the youth 
| of our nation and I can think of 
no’ more ‘valuable ‘and necessary 
toe? than the Childtén’s Library.” 
Stellings concluded. my 


|country and include theatres of all sizes and all types of runs. 


jing for mighty $185,000, not far | 
$191,600, over) 


be placed squarely on distribution.” 


Theatre Owners of America gave 


the efforts of the Motion Picture | 
Assn. of America to revive its Chil- | 


to Eric Johnston, MPAA president, | 


sist in any manner that would help | 
in the reconstitution of this piv-| 


try is to have a future audience, | 





— 


Goldwyn Repeats: 
Fewer nv Better 


Films ‘Healthier’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Again returning to an old thesis 
of his, Sam Goldwyn declares that 
when Hollywood makes fewer pic- 
| tures, it will make better pictures. 
|He comments, “The exhibitor has 
k Stronger chance of staying in 
business with fewer but better 
| films.” 


Goldwyn declared that too many 
| pix are being produced, basing his 
} opinion on his belief that there 
|aren’t enough good stories. Asked 
}if fewer pix wouldn't mean death 
| for some theatres, the producer re- 
| plied his first concern is making 
| pictures, not worrying about the 
|closing of a theatre, but he em- 
| phasized, “After all, a merchant 
can't stay in business withe poor 
| merchandise.” 

| At one time, Goldwyn had stated 
that it is only a matter of time be- 
fore Hollywood will be turning out 
|no more than 100 pix a year. He 
viewed that a fair picture has a 
chance but not if the theatre must 
| play a host of bad films, thus giv- 
ing the audience the feeling that’s 
| all there is. 

Goldwyn’s remarks were made at 
a press conference following his be- 
|ing honored by the Los Angeles 
|Chamber of Commerce for out- 
| standing service to his community, 
|home and profession. The con- 
| ference brought potpourri of ques- 
| tions, ranging from pay tv to “Pore 
| gy and Bess.” In answer to queries 
| about the latter, Goidwyn laughed 
|}and remarked, “Please don't ask 
me about ‘Porgy and Bess.’ Things 
are going too well right now, and 
I'm afraid to say anymore.” 

He did have some things to say 
about negotiations for release of 
the film, pointing out he has propo- 
sitions from three distributing 
firms and that he’ll conclude a deal 
within a matter of weeks. Goldwyn 
feels a deal is necessary in the near 
future in order that an organization 
can give the production what it 
needs on a global basis. 
| He said “Porgy” will not be fine 
ished for at least a year and prob- 
| ably will open in the fall of 1959 in 
New York. 

Goldwyn also had this to say 
about: 

Pay tv—‘“It’s going to be here. 
| It's only a question of time.” 

Major studios—“I don’t believe 
there is any one man who is capable 
of passing on 10 or 30 or even 10 
pictures a year. It they put me in 
|charge of a big studio, I'd break 
them in a year because I'd only 
start two or three pictures.” 

New talent—“Hollywood has been 
afraid of giving young people a 
chance. But that’s changing now.” 
| Television — “It’s made a great 
| contribution. I watch some of the 
|old movies and the commentators. 
| And I like to see some of the bad 
‘things to see how bad things can 

e.”” 


| BRACKETT EDINBURGH ENVOY 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Charles Brackett, 20th-Fox pro- 
| ducer, has been appointed official 
| U.S, rep and delegate to the Edin- 
burgh Film Festival by U.S, In- 
| formation Agency. ‘ 
He skies out this weekend. 
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The late Robert Donat’s last line in “Inn of Sixth Happiness”: 
“Farewell! We shall not see one another again.” 

Alfred Hitchcock is in Gotham to select locations for his first Metro 
production, tentatively titled “North by Northwest.” Actual produc- 
tion will begin in N.Y. next week with the filming of scenes in Man- 
hattan and Long Island .. . Robert Anderson signed to screenplay 
“Lady L” for Metro... Alfred E. Daff, Universal's exec v.p., off for 
a brief trip to the Far East. 

Jack Brodsky, 20th Fox's tradepress contact, marries Dorothy Chaika, 
of 20th’s exploitation department, in October . . . Marty Weiser joins 
the Arthur Jacobs Co. as chief of the motion picture department. For 
the past two years he has been publicity director of the Regal-Fox films 
. .. Kenneth Holden named acting manager of Loew's Bay Ridge Thea- 
tre, Brooklyn. Julius Rubenstein shifts to the 116th St. Theatre, Man- 
hattan, succeeding Ben Tripodo, who moves uptown to the Inwood. 
Rene Clairmount moves to New Rochelle to fill the vacancy left when 
Anthony Capra resigned because of illness in his family .. . 

Quote from Monte Carlo letter: “We see the Onassis yacht right be- 
low our terrace at the Hermitage, and when Mrs. Onassis had a cock- 
tail with us I told her we never see anybody on it. She said she wishes 
it was so because there are too many guests and too many people. 
Naturally, neither she nor her husband gamble because of his 47° 
control of the Casino. The Al (Dorothy) Strelsins entertained the wives 
of Senator Jacob K. and his brother Ben Javits. Latter was here but 
had to return on some legal matter and the other wife is meeting her 
Senator-husband in London and thence to the Brussels fair. Milton | 
Shubert here, also the Mike Frankovitches (Binnie Barnes). Latter and | 
Dorothy Strelsin are casino regulars and doing okay.” 

U.S. Dept. of Defense has formally approved Metro’s “Torpedo 
Run,” Glenn Ford starrer produced by Edmund Grainger with coopera- 
tion of U.S. Navy .. . Victor Lundin, Met opera warbler, makes screen 
bow in Warner Bros.’ “The Miracle,” in straight dramatic role . . . Jack 
Wrather Associates will film a “Lassie” theatrical feature following cur- 
rent lensing cycle of “Lassie” vidfilms . . . Robert “Anderson set to 
script Romain Gary's “Lady L” for producer Julian Blaustein . . . Caro- 
lyn Craig and Richard Long pair up as romantie leads of William Cas- 
tle’s “The House on Haunted Hill,” Vincent Price starrer for Allied 
Artists release .. . “Spartacus and the Gladiators” cleared through 
MPAA Title Registration Bureau for use by Alciona Productions on its 
upcoming Yul Brynner starrer for United Artists release. 

Diane Varsi borrowed by Warner Bros. from 20th-Fox to costar with 
Paul Newman in “The Philadelphian” . . . Leslie Stevens dickering with 
Tony Curtis to star in “Bullfight,” to be made jointly by two indies if 
deal finalizes .. . Samuel G. Engel inked Norman Corwin to script “The 
Song of Ruth” at 20th ... Henry Ephron, set to produce 20th-Fox’'s pic 
based on Tanglewood schoo! of music and festival, also will direct .. . 
James A. FitzPatrick launches his next indie feature, “The Pagan 
Princess,” in January on $1,200,000 budget. 

Universal's “A Time to Love and a Time to Die” opens in 90 thea- 
tres in the N.Y. metropolitan area today (Wed.) . . . Eric Ambler has 
arrived from England to write the screenplay of “The Wreck of the 
Mary Deare,” Julian Blaustein production for Metro. Assignment marks 
the British writer's first in Hollywood. Gary Cooper to star in the pic 

. Metro’s “Torpedo Run,” screened last week by producer Edmund 
Grainger for the Navy, has received official approval of the Dept. of 
Defense ... Anne Jackson, who recently completed her role in “The 
Journey,” in Vienna, with Yul Brynner and Deborah Kerr, in which 
she played a pregnant woman, is returning to the Austrian capitol this 
week for retakes of several scenes. However, some adjustments must 
be made because Miss Jackson, in private life the wife of actor Eli Wal- 
lach, was pregnant when she made the picture but since then has given 
birth to a daughter. 

Horacio Larretta, Paris correspondent for a number of South Amer- 
ican papers, including El Mundo of Argentina, and a member of the 
jury of various European film festivals, has been in the U.S. for several 
months on a lecture tour, discussing films and art. Currently in N.Y., 
he returns to his Paris headquarters in two weeks .. . Mauriee “Red” 
Sitverstein, v.p. of Loew's International, is back at his homeoffice desk 
after a six-week visit to the company’s offices in the far east and Eu- 
rope ... James A. Lebenthal, former Life reporter, has produced an 
1814-minute color documentary, “T Is For Tumbleweed,” described as 
a fantasy that exists in nature. Seen in the picture is four-year-old 
Anne Lockhart, daughter of actress June Lockhart and granddaughter 
of the late Gene Lockhart . . . Jerry Evans, Universal's eastern promo- 
tion manager, has been reappointed to the faculty of the Bernard Ba- 
ruch School of Business Administration of City College as an instructor 
in marketing in the evening division . . . Universal ad manager Jeff 
Livingston back from a European trip . . . Metro is happy about the 
way “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” opened in Boston over the last weekend 
_. . John P. Byrne, M-G sales chief, has set three advance dates for 
“The Decks Ran Red’”—Columbus, O. and St. Louis (Sept. 18) and 
Memphis (Sept. 25)... 

At Paramount: Company reps were in Chicago this week discussing 
the manufacture of home coin boxes for the International Telemeter 
subsidiary with a local outfit . . . Gross business will be less this year 
than last (when “10 Commandments”. was in greater play) but it’s too 
early to tell about the net profit, says Barney Balaban . . . George Welt- 
ner makes the point that theatres playing in competition with “10 C’s” 
have the benefit of first crack at all other companies’ product while 
the DeMille epic stays for its long-distance runs. 

Robert L. Lippert predicts that 42 of his RegalScope releases via 
20th-Fox will gross $16,000,000 worldwide. They cost between $100,- 
000 and $150,000 to make. On the new Lippert films for 20th, the bud- 
gets will be upped . . . David Epstein, formerly with Omnibus, has 
turned out a three-reel industrial film for Rodney Metals . . . United 
Artists has switched its “Parisienne” campaign . . . Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts & Sciences threatened with suits in the wake of the 
televising of old film clips on the Oscar tv. show last March... . George 
Schiffer has resigned from the Warner Bros. legal department and 
joins theatrical attorney, Harold Orenstein, Oct. 1. Schiffer came to 
WB from Harvard aw School five years ago. 

John Huston will direct H-H-Lancaster’s “The Unforgiven,” to roll in 
Mexico in November for United Artists release . . . 20th-Fox hoisted 
options of Christine Carere and Millie Perkins .. . Henry King shelved 
indie plans to film “His Own Country” and will do “The Hustlers,” 
original by Beirne Lay, instead . . . Metro acquired “The Big X.” new 
novel about test pilots by Miehael Frost... “Face of the Fire” is new 
tag for Allied Artists’ “The Monster” ... Novelist Ann Petry bows as 
scripter on Columbia Pictures’ “That Hill Girl” .. . Del Armstrong's 


new. pact with Lana Turner's Lanturn Productions boosts him to an 
associate... 


| Florida, 





RECESSION JUST 
VANK INVENTION 


Atlanta, Aug. 26. 

Recession? Who said? Film) 
showmen here point out that fig- 
ures for below Mason & Dixon 
Line show that unemployment is 
below national level and now U. S. 
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Production Has Upbeat Outlook: 
Deep Despond of Theatre Men 
Called Film Biz's Mai Handicap 


+ One of the handicaps of today's 


film business is exhibition's deep- 
rooted pessimism about ifs own fu- 
ture, a highly placed distribution 


Deals Set For Holland, New ~uti harged this week i 
Commerce Dept., reports reveal . | executive charge is week in 
that Georgians last year had more Zealand, Australia | New York. 
money to spend than ever before. Additional foreign installations | Having recently returned from a 


Entertainment Merchants 





in 1957, with per capita income | subsidiary, has. closed a deal for 
climbing to a record high of $1,431, | 

up $19 over previous year.| Rotterdam, The Netherlands, at the 
(Georgia, known as Empire State | Scala Theatre, operated by H. !lm- 


for Cinerama have been arranged | 
Total personal income for state | by Stanley Warner Cinerama Corp. 
rose to new high of $5,407,000,000 | Bernard G. Kranze, v.p. of the SW | 


swing through the country, he re- 
ported he had found among the- 
atremen nothing but a gloomy con- 
vietion that things are bound to get 
| worse if indeed they are ever going 


the introduction of Cinerama in| to get better 


This feeling prevails, apparenily, 


of South, has population of 3,800,-| er. The bow of the three-strip pro- | 4¢spite a good—if not outstanding 


000.) jcess is set for sometime in Octo- 
Total income figure for Georgia ber. 

was an increase of $170 million| At the same time, Cinerama will 
dollers over 1956, Commerce De-| be unveiled in Auckland, New Zea- 
partment report revealed, and 
ranked state 20th in nation. Per) Theatre, which is part of the 45- 
capita income ranking puts state | theatre Amalgamated 
in 42nd place. Since 1929, when} headed by Mike Moodabe, will be 
CD first compiled personal income | the Cinerama outlet. 

figure, Georgia's per capital in- | Widescreen medium is 
percentage increase in nation. Plaza Theatre 


|tember at Hoyt's 


Total, personal income has in-| in Sydney, Australia. 


creased 433% since 1929, ranking | 


state 11th in rate of gain. ” 
Dixie Per Capita 16 Disney Films Into 

Income for nation as a whole hit ° 
a record high of $345,272,000,000 or Selected Foreign Marts 
$2,027 per capita. Dixie (as repre- Vi he ’ | | | 
States) showed an increase in total 1a ew S nternationa 
income with the exception of two} An agreement has been signed | 
states, North Carolina and Mis-| for Loew's International to dis- 





sented by seven Southeastern 


sissippi. Aggregate income for the | tribute 10 Walt Disney pictures in} 


seven commonwealths — Alabama, | selected overseas markets. 
Georgia, Mississippi,| Deal, set with Roy O. Disney, 
North Carolina, South Caroling | President of Walt Disney Produc- 


and Tennessee—was $32,704,000,-/| tions, involves six features—‘Old 
“Westward Ho 


000. Per capita income for the| Yeller.” “Perri,” | “W - 
seven-state region average $1,388.|the Wagons, African Lion, 
|“Fantasia” and “The Sign of 


Here's state-by-state breakdown, | °° : 
ie - *| Zorro”—and four featurettes in the 
first figure indicating total income Disney “people and places” series 
in billions. second per capita in-|_«“camoa,” “Sardinia,” “Portu- 
come in 1956 and third per capita! ,.)> and Disneyland. U.S. A.” 
income fn 1987* gal” an isneyland. S. A. 
7 7 The pictures, all in Technicolor 
Alabama: $4,171: $1,254; $1,324. | with the exception of ‘Zorro,” will 
Florida: $7,522; $1,755; $1,836. be handled by Loew’s International 
Georgia: $5,407; $1,412; $1,431. 


Mississippi: $2,093: $964: $958 cluding Australia, New Zealand, 


the Phillipines, Puerto Rico, Do- 





North Carolina; $5,924; $1,333;! rinican Republic, Virgin Islands, 
$1,317. | Peru, Bolivia and Formosa. 
Seuth Carolina: $2,796; $1,157; 
$1,180. 


Sidney-Columbia Set 4 


Tennessee: $4,791; $1,347; $1,383. 
So, Dixie is not singing the Hollywood, Aug. 26 
economic blues. Industrywise few George Sidney and Columbia 
plants have been affected to the) Pictures have signed a new deal 
extent that they have had to shut cuHing for his indie company to 
down and the payrolls continue to| make four features for studio in 

be met. With super-crops in pros-| from two to three years. 

pect, entertainment biz is girding Negotiations between studio and 
for a prosperous fall and winter | preducer-director have been on for 
season. | several months. 








within a month . . . Can’t be too much wrong with the picture bust- 
ness when a picture Brosses $1.200,000 in a single run. That's the 
amount of loot piled up by “Indiscreet” in seven weeks at the Music 
Hall. 
Sunset Productions Inc. has been authorized to conduct a film dis- 
tribution business in New York. Capital stock is 200 shares, no par, 
value. Myron Saland is a director and filing attorney. | 

Gregory Peck in Denver to beat the drums for “The Big Country” 
set to open at the Paramount... ditto Hugh O’Brian in connection 
with 20th “The Fiend Who Walked the West.” 

Actor Sidney Poitier has agreed to star in Milten Perlman’s “Paris | 
Blues” next year, Film will be made in Paris and will, via jazz con- | 
tent, be slanted towards young people . . . Robert Evans testing for | 
“The Big Fisherman” at 20th-Fox . . . Otto Preminger, interviewed in | 
the N.Y. Post by Mike Wallace, said he wouldn't work again with Mari- 
lyn Monroe “because life is *oo short” because she’s never, but never, 
on time . . . Janus Films’ Swedish import, “The Seven:h Seal,” into 
the Paris Theatre, N.Y., the end of September . . . DuPont delaying 
field tests of its new Cronar safety film base pending development of 
a practical splicing material’ Cronar is tougher and thinner than con- 
ventional acetate film . .. MPEA has called a board meeting for Sept 
3 to discuss to the Soviets: Erie Johnston and the U.S. Information 
Agency's Turner Shelton go to Moscow on Sept. 8. 

John Patrick, author of ‘““eahouse of the August Moon,” didn’t want 


land early in 1959. The Mayfair) handful of top releases to really 


Circuit, | One exhibitor, operating a chain 


in groups in certain territories, in- | 


—July and August boxoffice. It's 
based on the belief that, regard- 
less of how good the product, the 
, outside competition (not only tv) 
| is too strong to allow more than a 


| draw large crowds consistently 


, in the east, said last week that his 
business had been good “up to a 


also > ” A san 
come has risen 309%, third largest | scheduled for showing in mid-Sep- week ago” but had drovped s'nce 


“because we haven't had any good 
product.” 

There is a feeling in some cir- 
cles in the industry that, consider- 
ing present cenditions, the U. S. 
today is over-seated and the over- 
| all product output is too great, 
| thoush few ge along with Samuel 
Goldwyn's theory that Hollywood 
should only make a handful of ab- 
so'utely top and spectaculer films. 

Exhibitors, related the d'stribu- 
tion man, speak optimistically for 
public consumption, but in the 
privacy of their offices adm't they 
fear lean years ahead. “With th’'s 
sort of attitude, which implies a 
doubt about the future of the in- 
Gustry as a whole, how can you 
throw yourself wholeheartedly into 
the job of selling films to the 
public?” he asked. “These men 
are more worried about creating 
‘securtiy’ than they are about help- 
ing this business stay on its feet.” 

These observations fit in with 
an overall distribution attitude 
which holds that exhibition today 
is the weak link in the industry 
chain. For years, the distributors 
have charged that exhibitors, partly 
| out of laziness and partly due to a 
lack of imagination and showman- 
ship, are bungling the point-of-sale 
| Job, partly also because they have 
| refused to update their services to 
the public. The theatres, on the 
other hand, have argued with 
equal vehemence that its cistribu- 
tion which won't let them live and 
$ interested in squeezing out the 
_ dollar regardless of anything 
eise. 

Psychologically, of course, tele- 
vision has put production-distribu- 
tion into a. favored position in 
terms of an overall attitude 
towards the future. While exhibi- 


| tion can. convert only into a non- 


film enterprise, production has al- 
ready begun to serve the vast tv 
industry and feels that, in th's ac- 
tivity, it always has something to 
fall back on. Also, where produc- 
tion has its foreign market to bail 
it out if need be, the theatre must 
cope inevitable with the peculiar 
priblems of the domest'c market, 
combatting conditions which have 
virtually no relationship to the ac- 
tual quality of the films offered. 


John Wayne’s ‘Crockett’ 
Chooses Texas Location 


Brackettville, Tex., Aug. 26. 
John Wayne’s Batjac motion pic- 
ture production company of Holly- 
wood has contracted with J. T. 








James T. Farrell has a lengthy piece on the American economy in 
Thought, leading Indian magazine published in New Delhi . . . Some 
personnel at the Herald Trib expect the takeover by Jock Warnes. 

ot 2 Cc Tu é ' i¢ ttle 


to adapt it for the screen nd thrice refused te, he said on CBS-TV's | Shahan; local ranchman to set up 
“One of a Kind” Friday (15). “Finally I decided I could ruin it as well | the scenic requirements for pro- 
as another writer, so I gav: in,” he added . . . Harold Robbins, author | ducing the $5,000,000 motion pie 
of “A Stone For Danny F’sher,” said, without naming it, he couldn’t| epic depicting the siege and fall 
imagine why the studio Fought film rights to his first novel, then | of the Alamo. Wayne will play the 
changed practically everyt!iing and even lost the publicity value of the | role of “Davy Crockett.” 
best-selling title. (It becarie the Elvis Presley starrer “King Creole.”) Aside from the many minor de- 
So Sydney Johnson report! in Montreal Star (16). ... tails, an exact replica of the Alamo, 

Sidney Schreiberg, gen«ral counsel for the Motion Picture Assn. of and the 10 foot high wali of adobe 
America, attending the American Bar Assn. convention on the Coast brick and stone, about a mile of it, 
... Robert Rubin, Barney Balaban’s exee assistant at Paramount Pic-| were required. The site of the 
tures, one of the prime ‘overs behind the establishment of the joint filming of the pic is nearing com- 
shipping depot in Buffalo. | pletion. 
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HECHT, HILL and LANCASTER present 


RITA HAYWORTH - DEBORAH KERR 
DAVID NIVEN WENDY HILLER 


BURT LANCASTER | 
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Edinburgh Heavy on Ballet 


12 New Works Scheduled at Festival—T. S. Eliot 
Play Debuts—Other Come-ons 


anutiinishanniiliatt 4 
By GORDON IRVING 


Edinburgh, Aug. 26. 

This Scot metropolis opened its 
12th International Festival on 
Sunday (24) with a battle against 
increased costs. Business houses 
asked to pony up an added $75,000 
have been dilatory, 

Set up as before to bait tourists, 
Fdinburgh will present 12 entirely 
new ballets, for one type of come- 
on Empire will house these under 
staging of Peggy Van Praagh. 
Guest dancers include Walter 
Gore, George Skibine and Marjorie 
Tallchief, Henning Kronstam and 

















| 1901 Refutes Hines | 


Miamf. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

Broadway Chatter reports esti- 
mable young Jerome Hines first 
Yank basso to sing in Parsifal at 
Bayreuth. In 1901 Robert Blass 
was cast in this opera. Lots of other 
American bassos, plus numerous 
bass-baritones and straight bari- 
tones have done other music 
dramas there. Hinckley, Whitehill, 
to name a couple. 

Theo. F. Gannon 





Kirsten Simone, Bjorn Holmgren 
and Elsa Marianna von Rosen, 
Belinda Wright and Heino Halhu- 
ber. 

Main drama event is the world 
preem at Lyceum Theatre of “The 
Elder Statesman,” new play by 
T. S. Eliot under the Henry Sherek 
banner, with Paul Rogers and 
Anna Massey. Play is directed by 
F. Martin Browne with Hutchinson 
Scott decor. 

The English Old Vic Plavers are 
presenting Michael Benthall’s pro- 
duction of Shakespeare's “Twelfth 
Night.” Company, now at the As- 
sembly Hall. will later tour Canada 
and the US.A., with John Neville 
as Sir Andrew, Barbara Jefford as 
Viola, and Joss Ackland as Sir 


Community Concert Assn. 


Rank on Verge of Deal 

To Distribute Pix Of 
British Lion in U.S. 

London, Aug. 26. 
In a bid to secure additional 
British production for its U.S. dis- 
tributing outfit, the Rank Organi- 
zation is on the verge of closing 
a deal with British Lion. The deal 
involves only a single picture, but 
it would be the first outside British 


feature to be handled by Rank- 
Yank since it opened in America 








Toby Belch. 
For the second and third weeks | 


more than a year ago. 
It is understood that no advance 


Opera, Symph Dominates, 
Jazz Lost in Big Aud 


By JAY TOMSON 


BOT Reports Gross B.0. Receipts Off 


$10,640,000 








Vancouver, Aug. 26. 


At Vancouver Arts Fest II7, In BYR Distribs Get 


London, Aug. 26. 





Richard Lewis to Frisco 





Vancouver took a $100.000 loss| 
on its first presumed-annual Inter- | 
national Arts Festival, with which 
a film festival ran concurrently. Of 
the $300,000 estimated box a Richard Lewis, British opera 
receipts about 80% came from this! signer, has been signed as a prin- 
section of Canada. Some 15% was | cipal tenor for San Francisco's 
attributed to holidaying Americans ; 3th opera season skedded to open 


;}on Sept. 12. This will be Lewis’s 
and the remaining attendance was| fourth consecutive season as guest 











London, Aug. 26. 


of Festival, Old Vie group will) guarantees are involved and that 
stage Stephen Spender’s new adap-| distribution would be undertaken 
tution of Schiller’s “Mary Stuart,” | on a straight percentage arrange- 


Girected by Peter Wood in settings | 
and costumes by Leslie Hurry. 
Title role is taken by Irene Worth; 
others in cast are Catherine Lacey, | 
John Phillins, Ronald Lewis. Ken-| 
reth Mackintosh, Derek Francis 
and Rosalind Atkinson. 

Afternoon verse recitals are be- 
ing offered during third week at 
the Lyceum Theatre by Dame 
Peggy Ashcroft and Dame Edith} 
Evans. 

Opera is being contributed by 
the Stuttgart State Opera, perform- 
ing four works by Mozart, Weber, 
Wagner and Lortzing. Ferdinand | 
Leitner is musical director, and 

rincipal singers are Martha Modl, | 
neghe Borkh. Wolfgang Windgas- | 
gen and Gustav Neidlinger. 

A Spanish Opera-Ballet program 
in third week will feature artistes 
from Madrid in two De Falla works 
“ta Vida Breve,” with Victoria de 
Los Angeles, and “The Three Cor- 
nered Hat.” with Antonio dancing 
the Miller. 

A speciallv-formed trio of Yehudi | 
Menuhin, Gasper Cassado and 
Louis Kentner is giving two recl- 
tals. Other soloists, either giving 
recitals or appearing with orchs, 
include Claudio Arrau, Kim Borg, 
Peter Pears and Benjamin Britten. 

Still big b.o. at the Festival 1s 
the Military Tattoo, which is draw- 
ing SRO biz to the open-air 
esplanade of the historic Edin- 
burgh Castle. It has Highland 
dancing, massed pipes and drums, 
and massed military bands, just 

(Continued on page 16) 


Italo Film Com 
Flowing Again 


Rome, Aug. 19. 

Film finance in Italy is begin- 
ning to flow once more following 
a long period of stagnation, accord- 
ing to ANICA President Eitel Mo- 
naco. More than $3,000 was loaned 
to Italian producers in June and 
July alone by the Banca del La- 
voro, Monaco revealed. The same 
bank’s film fund had a “special 
reserve” of some $2,225,000 and 
an annual net profit of about 
$300,000, with a 7% dividend to 
participants. 

This plus the desire to cut down 
even further on the inflated ranks 
of fiy-by-night® local producers, 
whom the Italo official termed 
dangerous, will result in an immi- 
nent further hike of the minimum 
capital required of Italo film- 





makers registered with ANICA. 
Boost would be from the current 


| product for 
| company, and thus relieve the load 
|of its substantial overheads. It is 


ment. Title of the film concerned 
has not be revealed. 

It has been known in trade cir- 
cles here for some time that the 
Rank Organization has been anx- 
ious to acquire further British 
its U.S. distributing 


known that Rafik would have liked 


|to have taken the bulk of the 


British Lion output, but some of 
the indie producers who release 
through B-L have favored continu- 
ance with existing U.S. affiliates. 
The Rank overseas organization 
has, however, handled British Lion 
and other British product in vari- 
ous parts of Europe and other ter- 
ritories. In the U.S. in addition to 
its own output it has had French 
and Swedish pictures. The overseas 
distribution has been substantially 
strengthened in recent weeks by 
the deals with RKO and Disney. 


Reds Protest Showing 
‘Dr. Stalingrad’ in Berlin 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 

The Soviet Embassy in East Ber- 
lin has protested to the head of the 
West Berlin protocol office, Dr. 
Walter Klein, against the current 
showing of the German film, “Dr. 
of Stalingrad,” in West Berlin 

A Gloria release, which depicts 
the experiences of a German med- 
ico at a POW camp in Russia does 
severe damage to the friendly re- 
lationship between the German 
and Russian people, according to 
I. Panasenko, repping the Soviet 
office. Dr. Kein said that there is 
no film censorship on the part of 
authorities in West Berlin, and he 
has no right to stop further show- 
ings of this film. 

Strangely enough, “Stalingrad” 
has already been running for sev- 
eral weeks in this city and West 
Germany and is currently rlaying 
only at a few local second-run 
houses. Why the Soviet protest 
—e so late has filmites wonder- 
ng. 


Col Grooms ‘Goddess’ 
For Scott Int'l Fest 


Edinburgh, Aug. 19. 

“The Goddess,” the U.S. pie re- 
leased by Columbia, will have its 
British preem at a gala show Aug. 
31 during the International Film 
Festival here. “Will Strawberries,” 
latest work of Ingmar Bergman, 
Swedisir director, will also have a 
preem. 

The American pic, “Old Man and 











$15,000 to $75,000. 

Monaco also predicted that the 
entire 1958-59 Ttalian film produc+ 
tion program would entail an ex- 
penditure of some $30,000,000. 


the Sea.” with Spencer Tracy, is 
set for screening on its U.K. preem 
‘during first week of the cellulotd 
| junket, which teesoff next week 
(24), 


from the Dominion outside British | 
Columbia. 

Natives and journalists feel 
event over-all was moderately suc- 
cessful for a first time, given the 
inexperience of the community, 
relatively dull promotion, little or 
nothing in the American news- 
papers. 

Despite the less - than - capacity 
crowds there were troubles aplenty 
with slow handle of. patrons. Es- 
timates suggest thousands may 
have balked at queues. 

Opera “Don Giovanni” was top 
event at Famous Players’ Orphe- 
um, grossing some $54,000-in six 
performances. Symphony concerts 
did well ‘but four jazz perform- 
ances turkeyed with a sad 1,000 
aficionados in the 3,000-seat audi- 
torium for such as Oscar Peterson 
crew, Jack Teagarden, and ilk. Jazz 
“sounded feeble,” was concensus, 
and a smaller hall is intended for 
next year’s fest, if Jazz is encored. 
Signed up for the 1959 affair al- 
ready are, Japan’s Takarazuka 
Dance Theatre, Norway’s longhair 
conductor Oivin Fjeldstadt, Bruno 
Walter again, and a return of Ger- 
many’s Dr. Gunther Rennert to 
produce a Handel opera. Italy's 
chamber orchestra, I Musica, is a 
hoped-for item. Festival of 1959 
expects to be housed in new Civic 
Aud., that’s due for completion by | 
spring, comprises a 3,000-seat the- 
atre plus a 750-seat annex. 


Now It’s Afro-Asian Fest 


New Delhi, Aug. 19. 

Russia, which classifies itself as | 
both European and Asian, has in-| 
vited India and more than 30 other 
countries to an Afro-Asian film) 
festival, Aug. 20 to Sept. 3. It 
will be put on in Tashkent, capital 
of Uzbekistan, one of the Soviet 
Union’s Asian SSR’s. Pix to be 
shown include features, short sub- 
jects, and animated cartoons. Five 
Indian features may be entered, 
an Indian Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. spokesman said, but 
the choice of pix has not yet been 
made. 

African countries which enter) 
films at Tashkent (with possible | 
exception of Tunisia, whose “Goha” 
was shown at the 1958 Cannes fest) 
will be taking part in such a fes- 
tival for the first time. 





; 











artist. 

Lewis aims to fly out of U. K. 
next Tuesday (2) and the departure 
of his plane will be delayed for 30 
minutes so that he can sing in a 
Promenade concert of “The Dream 
of Gerontius.” This is the work in 
which he will make his first ap- 
pearance with the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic in January. 


Europe Pix Pool Lauded 





Gross boxoffice receipts in 1957 
dipped 11%, despite increased seat 
prices while admissions were down 
17%, according to latest Board of 
Trade statistics. Reduction in the 
rate of admission tax in 1957 and 
the fall in film hire ‘payments re- 
sulted in a drop of the exhibitors’ 
share by 7% to $114,800,000. Gross 
rentals in 1957 were 9% \ess than 
in 1956. After deducting direct dis- 
tribution expenses and amounts 
payable to producers, distribs re- 
ceived $10,640,000. 

Out of payments to producers, 
the share for British films was 
142% higher than in the previous 





|}down 15%. 


By ANICA Chief; Sees 


It Saving Italo Pix 


Rome, Aug. 19. 


The Italian film industry has ev- 
erything to gain and nothing to 
lose from participation in the Eu- 
ropean Film Pool, according to 
ANICA President Eitel Monaco, 
who summed up in a recent report 
on pix industry problems. Monaco 
pointed out the obvious 
ages of a pool uniting some 30,000 
cinemas, with 12,000,000 seats and 
a 2,500,0°0,000 spectator potential 

In addition to such much-cited 
loca! industry problems as lower 
admission taxes, stricter control of 
“public” tele a sound new film aid 
law, and a bolstering of govern- 
ment-subsidized pic 
the ANICA topper pointed out the 


year, while foreign films were 
British producers re- 
ceived $13,440,000 and the foreign 
film producers’ share totalled $22,- 
960,000. Overseas earnings of Brit- 
ish pix during the year amounted 
to $22,600,000 of foreign currency 
and $6,720,000 of blocked sterling. 
The amoynt charged as gross rent- 
als least year was $59,640,000, a 
drop of nearly 9%. British film 
rentals accounted for nearly $22,- 
120,000, which was 37% of the 
total and an increase of 4% over 
1956. 

Overseas British Earnings Rise 

The BOT survey features an an- 
alysis of overseas earnings of Brit- 


| ish films for 1956 and 1957. The 


advant- | 


total of $19,050,000, made up of 
foreign currency and blocked ster!- 
ing, was $1,400,000 better than 
the previous year. The figure is 
based on earnings of British pix 


| made primarily for theatrical dis- 


chaotic condition in which the Ital- | 


ian documentary film sector now 
finds itself. The multitude of rea- 
sons were cited, being principally 
a misconstrued aid legislation 
which has had an opposite effect 
from that desired. 

Monaco also called for a re- 
trenchment in the “inflated” ex- 
hib sector here, pointedly adding 
that caution should also be used 
by religious arganizations in their 
eventual further investments in the 
field (of theatre building). Local 
observers point out that this is 
one of first official hints of a move 
to slow down the mushrooming 
boom in Catholic pic houses, which 
recently has reached sizeable totals 
in the several thousands in this 
country. 

Complaints of a monopoly threat 
in this respect have recentiy been 
voiced here as well. Catho'ie film 


houses are organized into an ex-| 


hibitor organization of their own, 
the ACEC. They are taxed less 
heavily than “normal” cinemas. 





Bayreuth, Aug. 19. 

An international celebrity- 
studded audience of 1,300 jammed 
into the Bayreuth Festival House 
for the opening night performance 
of “Lohengrin,” starting the an- 
nual Richard Wagner Festival here. 
But Fest authorities admitted that 
even though the festival is entire- 
ly sold out for its 26 performances 
through Aug. 25 this year, the 
event is losing money. Tickets are 
currently priced at from $6 to $11, 
considered high for a European 
music festival. But with the fame 
of the leading singers from all 
lands, and of the souped-up mod- 
ern productions and stagings done 
by Wieland and Wolfgang Wagner, 
grandsons of composer Richard, 
tickets are sold out months before 
the event opens. 

Dr. Konrad Poehner, veepee of 
the corporation of Friends of Bay- 
reuth, announced that the entry 
prices for next year’s Fest will have 
to go even higher, to offset yearly 
losses that average $25,000. Prob- 
ability is that no more lower-priced 
tickets will be offered. 

In the eight years of the exist- 
ence of the Society of Friends of 
Bayreuth, which was organized to 
offset the lossés of the Wagner 
Fest, it has raised around $3,000,- | 








000 from contributions from mem- 


Bayreuth Fest Sellout This Year 
On 26 Shows But Still Loses Coin 


bers and persons interested in per- 
petuating this music festival, larg- 
est and best known in West Ger- 
many. Losses last year came close 
to $50,000. Poehner pointed out 
that tickets to the Fest don’t come 
near enough to offsetting costs of 
the huge productions. Unless sup- 
port comes from the federal gov- 
ernment, state of city of Bayreuth, 
ticket prcies will have to go up. 

Wieland Wagner added that dis- 
continuing the Fest would be a loss 
to the whole world since it has 
come to be considered Europe's 
prime training ground for young 
singers, plus a top showcase for the 
world's finest voices. 

Americans singing in this year’s 
Fest include Keith Engen, who 
took the role of King Herbert in 
the opening opera; Jerome Hynes, 
who sings Gurdnemanz in “Parsi- 
fal,” and Astrid Varnay, who's sing- 
ing in “The Ring.” 

However, a humorous note 
brightened the dim financial news. 
Festival authorities admitted they'd 
gotten one cancellation for the 
preem performance. A nervous 
Texan wired from Paris to cancel 
his reservations since he'd heard 
about the revolutionaries fighting 
in the streets of Beirut and con- 
sidered this a reason for not attend- 


tribution, but includes those sold 
overseas for tv. The survey, how- 
ever, does not include the earnings 
of films specifically made for video. 
The totals represent the actual 


: | currenc i 
enterprines, | y gain to Britain, and not 


the overseas turnover. 

The BOT explains that the 
blocked sterling accounts exist be- 
cause, under the Anglo-American 
Film Agreement, U.S. companies 
are limited in the amount of sterl- 
ing they can take out of the United 
Kingdom. Noting that the blocked 
money can be used for production 
or acquisition of British films, it 


| points out that were it not for 


these outlets, a larger outgoing of 
dollars from the U.K. would result, 
and the sums concerned are shown 
in the survey as representing a 


| dollar saving. 








| ing. 


Out of the $19,050,000 foreign 
earnings, over 51% came from the 
dollar area, nearly 20% from the 
sterling area and from OEEC coun- 
tries, and 9% from other sources. 
In the previous year, dollar re- 
turns repesented 59% of the total. 


Looks 77% Lower 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

The slight recession here seems 
to be hitting the film industry. Pix 
production will hit only 84 feature 
films this year as against last year’s 
113. The boxoffice take looks to 
be 7% under last year’s. However, 
this is felt to be only temporary 
until the governmental attitude to- 
wards the new Film Aid Law is 
made clear, and political crises lift. 

The Aid Law runs out in Decem- 
ber of 1959 and film people are 
convinced that without these funds, 
given on percentages of local and 
foreign takes, the film industry 
would be in jeopardy. The govern- 
mental Centre Du Cinema had 
promised a definite continuation of 
aid but wants to change it to a sys- 
tem of credit ratings. 

Filmites are generally against 
this, for it would not give them the 
easier access to cash so necessary 
in a country where self-amortiza- 
tion, except on shoestring produc- 
tions, is practically impossible. Pro- 
duction lately has been mainly on 
small budget program pix, but it 
is felt that more ambitious pix, 
so indispensable for export and 
foreign prestige, will come cut of 
the drawers again soon. 

Film reps also believe that dou- 
ble features should be allowed 
again. However, the solid boxoffice 
of such pix as “River Kwai” (Col), 
“Young Lions” (20th), “Mon 
Oncle” and other French films has 
tempered this feeling. It is thought 
that good pix will solve all prob- 
lems as soon as the administrative 
aspects are tied up. 
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HOW TO LOSE MONEY, 


WITHOUT HALF-TRYING 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


In the recent British spoof on also-ran film houses, 


On Earth,” 


“Smallest Show 


the drunken projectionist threw himself on the machines 


to stop the violent vibration every time a train passed on the trestle 


directly above the “Kinema.” 


The janitor turned up the steam dur- 


ing a slow-death-by-thirst Sequence and then the manager sent in the 


ice cream reinforcements. 


The British grinds are merely grubby and quaint. There are Amer- 
ican film parlors, some of them circuit-owned, that achieve a decad- | 


ence which is almost a new way of life in itself. 
Note these “practices”: 


the-place in New Jersey. 


Take a could-name- 


Marquee reads “Double Features” but the second feature is not 


shown at matinees. 


At matinees, daylight leaks frequently on screen from open doors. 
Afternoon or night ticlets are sold up to 40 minutes after the fea- 


ture has started. 


ee TE 


When the film is widescrcen, heads and feet are often cut off. The 
screen ts not opened for CinemaScope. 
The manager does not light up at the end of the performance, due | 


to the dirty condition of theatre. 


Reissues 20 years old or just-released product have an identical ad- 


mission Carge 

The house 
its bill by 
commercial film for DuPont. 

Policy is to “bop up” teenagers 
with horror and rock ’n’ 
throw ‘em out for 
much nose. 

An effort is made to prevent 
children from entering the theatre 
with candy or popcorn, although 
these are sold at the counter. 

This amusement center recent- 
ly raised its admission 10c because 
business was bad. 

A hard-seat blockbuster, still 
current on Broadway, played this 


recently lengthened 


making too 


Jersey spot recently, drew about 
100 patrons nightly. Local guess 
for the letdown: The 40-minute 


DuPont commerical film the week 
before had broken the back of pub- 
lic tolerance. 





Disenchaniment’s Sequel 

More and more disenchantment 
is setting in concerning the film 
industry’s institutional radio cam- 
paign that was to be a part of an 
overall so-called Business Building 
promotion. Consensus of mem- 
bers of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s ad-pub committee, which 
carried the ball most of the way in 


inserting a 40-minute 


roll, then} 





tle discernible purpose. 
They insist that 
| stitutional undertaking would have 


ough-going newspaper run of ads 
in order to get the right kind of 
penetration. And there hasn't 
| been enough money coming in 
from exhibitors to indicate 


to go hand in hand with a thor- | 


SB... 


Films Alibi Curfew 


Sandown, N. H., Aug. 26. 

The kids who attend out-of- 
town films will get a break 
under a new 11 p.m. curfew 
order which has been put inte 
effect here. 

Police Chief Ralph Barnes 
ruled that young folks under 
18 years old will noi be a2l- 
lowed on the streets afier that 
hour without a legitimate rea- 
son or unless they are return- 
ing from out-of-town films. 

The moviegoers will not be 
stopped on their way home, 
but others will be picked up 
and taken to their parents, the 
chief warned. 








— 
| 


| tions, of which there have been an | 


such an in-| 


increasing number in the Albany | 


|area this season, are so effect:ve, | 


because of “the imagination, pro-| 


| duction skill and sheer huckster- 


ism of present-day radio men” that | 


|it would be wise for the motion 


picture industry to give more at- 


|tention to, and use more widely, | 
/ that medium in “selling pictures.” | 


the | 


likelihood of any kind of such| 


joint press-radio effort. 

But the ad-pub heads are high on 
another facet of the industry pro- 
motion, this being next year's tele- 
cast of the Academy Awards pres- 
entations. They’re mapping plans 
to make the 1959 Oscar outing— 
the second under film 
sponsorship — more “glamorous” 
(meaning deemphasization of tech- 

| nical awards) and elaborate. 
{ Proposal which has 
substantial accepiance so far calls 
for the junketing of about 
|rewspapermen from across 
country to Hollywood for the Acad 
show and then perhaps a week's 
visit at the studios along with 
screen personalities. 


|—and got lost along with most of | 


the other B-B plans. 





industry | 


So Irwin Ullman, supervisor and | 
promotion director of Fabian’s | 
Mohawk and Saratoga automobil- 
ers (one in Colonie and the other 
in Latham), believes. The Mohawk 
has a tie-in with WOKO that pro-| 
vides for twice-weekly pre-show 
originations from the 1,000-car, by 
Deejays Nat Stevens and Dave 
Barker. 

A smail glass-front booth was) 





| built, near the concession stand, | 
| for the pickups. Prizes are awarded 


received | : 
| shots are advertised on the drive-| 


200 | 
the | sands of motorists drive daily on) wife isn’t interested in baseball. | trenasers “do try to get away with 


| ly-produced” spots advertising the | roadshow.” 


as an added feature. The WOKO| 
in’s signboard, past which thou-| 


the Albany-Schenectady Road. | 
Fifty “tailor-made, imaginative- | 


n | | Mohawk are broadcast weekly over | 
} This idea was advanced last year | the pioneer Albany station. 


| bile 


“Radio reaches a young and mo- | 
audience, the kind which! 
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| Bureau of Missing Business ! 


School Supplies Tie-In admiited kids under 12 gratis if 
San Antonio, Aug. 26. chaperoned by mom or dad. Main 
Piggly Wiggly, local food store | stemmer was showing “Kathy O” 
chain, is sponsoring a free theatre|and “Ride a Crooked Trail.” At 
party on Saturday morning by the|the Opera House, Cinemiracle’s 
Majestic Theatre at 10 a.m. |“Windjammer” is pitching for 
With every purchase of school distafers Monday nights by pass- 
supplies at any of the stores op-|ing ene per male escort. (And 
ereted by the chain a free ticket’ moppets are half-priced anytime 
is being given away for the spe-| wit a parent in tow.) 
cial theatre party. Cin-m'racle b.o. has been soft 
from the start, and trade circles 
‘ere re with speculation over pic’s 
|futuce status in the converted 
dom>. It has to vacate in time for 
Lyr'c Onera’s seven-week season 
siortir+ Oct. 6, and is slated to re- 





Baseball And Husbands 
Sen Francisco, Aug. 26. 
Last soring and early this sum- 
mer some Frisco exhibitors were 
crying that the innovation of ma- 


jor league baseball in Frisco w73 |sum> Dec. 5 with a lease that runs 
hurtins their weekend business. | t? May 14 Whether it will go the 
Today, however, a segment of ex- | cis‘ance, though, is highly moot 
Pended 5 “eases —— ~ a ) =" @ fo = 
hibitors is scying that major league | ®t '-3 pos we > ae Sg Ragen 
baseball is helping them out sub-| “*°~ . mcavy zie we that Mae 
stantially. These are ‘exhibitors | 7" 2 rumoring has it, rat Na 
with long-run aitractions itccai Theatres will sub‘ease to 
Currently. there are four-lons- | cu ure rromoters, in which case 


coud then put out the wel- 


run, roadshow films available in bv 
Frisco: “C9 Days,” in its 87th week; | ©? ! vat for such ——_ 
“Search for Paradise,” in its 24th a acy hich Ph A re ~— 
week; “South Pacific,” in its eighth | Q?¢T?. Which has berthed ‘ 
week. and “Gigi.” in its seventh O»x-a House each spring since 
week. [7 1947, 

All are doing great business, Sma'l Fry Vs Admissions 
with “80 Days” having recently | Burlington, Vi., Aus. 28. 
broken Frisco's all-time longrun | To-n-ate admission prices pre- 
record (19!2 months) held by} co::t a problem at most of the film 


“This Is Cinerama.” In fact, “89/ tyeatres here in Vermont's largest 
Days” will play its 1,000th show | oj¢,- 
next month, already has played to) At the Flynn theatre, Shirley 
more than 800,000 persons and| <j jiere reported “some teen- 
has grossed more than $1,800,000. | a-o-; do put up a fuss about the 
Explanation of the long-run agm’son price.” The house has 
mone Rese lie in the words of one | gpre. price ranges, under 12 years, 
exhibitor: | 12 throuch 14, and adult. “Some of 
; “Out-of-toun couples—not tour-| the o'der ones do try to get into 
ists, just people from places like|t»e middle bracket, and it might 
Santa Rose, Salinas or Stockton—! po. potter to have another price 
come to town on a Saturday or prance.” Miss Basiliere stated. 
Sunday because the husband At the State theatre, where adult 
wants to see the Giants. But the | prices go into effect at age 12, 


She wants to see a film she won't | y.vine lower prices,” according to 





see at home—and this means 2) Ruth Collins, who hes charge of 
the box office. 

Ray Cody. manager of the 

‘Free, If—’ Gimmicks Strong theatre, reported he 

Chicgo, Aug. 26 “docsna't really find any trouble.” 


A couple of limping (at the box-| “Sore of them do try to get in 


planning the B-B undertaking, is | drive-ins seek to include.” com-| office) deluxers here have been | for t:e under-12 price,” but they 
that a radio outburst—spot com- | ‘Sheer Hucksterism’ | mented Ullman. “The radio boys | trying the old “free if—"gimmick|¢.ve no trouble if we challenge 
mercials on stations throughout the | Albany, Aug. 28. |/go all-out to promote and sell! as a biz booster them. Iu sually give them the ben- 
country—in itself would serve lit-' Drive-in tieups with radio sta- these days.” ' Oriental on a recent Sunday: efit of the doubt.” 


Extend Time for Cinerama Production | 
Shares Swap Under Stantey Proposal 


Stanley Warner Corp. has agreed 
to extend its offer for the exchange 
of shares in Cinerama Productions 
Corp. for an equal number of 
shares in Cinerama Inc. until Sept. 
15. The original offer, which had 
a deadline of Aug. 2, saw Stanley 
accumulate approximately 470,000 
shares of Cinerama Productions or 
approximately 46° of the out- 
standing 1,034,000 shares. 

The theatre chain, which {fs be- 
lieved aiming at eliminating Cine- 
rama Productions as a factor in 
the Cinerama setup, had acquired 
155,000 shares on its own before 
it made the offer to Cinerama Pro- 
dcuctions stockholders. The offer 
netted Stanley some 315,000 shares, 

It’s expected that the new offer, 
made in a letter sent to Cinerama 
Productions stockholders late last 
week, will result in SW’s accumu- 
lation of the majority of the stock 
of Cinerama Productions, which 
has served mainly as a collection 
agency in obtaining royalties from 
SW in return for turning over the 
exhibition and production rights to 
the three-strip medium to the thea- 
tre chain. Under the present agree- 
ment, SW and Cinerama Produc- 
tions split the profits on a 50-50 ba- 
sis. Cinerama Productions’ cut has 
prevented SW from making deals 
with indie producers who have de- 
manded a percentage of the profits 
in return for their services. 

As soon as SW obtains a ma- 
jority of the Cinerama Produc- 
tions’ shares, it's believed that it 
will vote the company out of ex- 
istence after making some arrange- 
ments to meet the demands of the 
holdouts. It’s thought that Stan- 
ley's eventual aim is to merge all 


three companies involved in Cine- | 


rama—Stanley Warner Cinerama, 
Cinerama Productions and Cine- 
rama Inc., the patent holder and 


manufacturing company—into one 
company. 

As part of its arrangement with 
the Dept. of Justice, Stanley must 
place its holdings in Cinerama Inc. 
in a voting trust by the end of 
this year and sell out completely 
by Dec. 31, 1960. 
change shares—Cinerama Inc. for 
Cinerama Productions — provides 
the theatre circuit with an oppor- 
| tunity to unload some of its Cine- 

rama Inc. shares. Before the ex- 
change offer, SW had owned about 
| 35°% of the stock of Cinerama Inc. 
| The main pitch being made to 
| Cinerama Productions’ stockhold- 
jers to make the exchange is that 
as holders of Cinerama Inc. shares 
| they'll receive 5° of the gross of 
all Cinerama business while as 
C:inerama Productions’ sharehold- 
ers they’ll have to wait for their 
cut until production, installation 
and operating costs are recouped. 


CHI NABE OPERATORS 
CHOKE-UP RE ‘VIKINGS’ 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

United Artists, pressing stiff 
take-it-or-leave-it rental terms, is 
meeting opposition to its first sub- 
run sales éfforts hereabouts for 
“The Vikings.” Film is skedded to 
break outlying Aug. 29, but so far 
distribbery has contracts with only 
20-odd hardtops and no drive-ins, 

UA is demanding two-week runs 
and a $5,000 guarantee. Terms 
call for 50% of the first round’s 
gross and 40% of the second. Op- 
position, it's understood, attaches 
mainly to the fortnight minimum, 
and stems from the “burning” 
most nabes got with “Bridge on 
| River Kwai,” which was great the 
— week but went limp the sec- 
/ ond, 














The offer to ex- | 





‘Please Relent!’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

In a North Central Allied 
bulletin, president Frank 
Mantzke pleads. with distribu- 
tors to “relent” and moderate 
their selling terms “so that 
the rank and file of exhibi- 
tors” have a chance to earn at 
least a livelihood.” 

Mantzke brands as “extor- 
tion” the high precentage that 
are being demanded “even of 
the little fellows” for the top 
pictures “that alone could keep 
alive if they could be bought 
on let-live terms.” 


Youngstein Youngbloods 





| 
| 
| 
| 


|hammering down 





Gather in L.A. Sept. 7 
To Map the Big Sell 


United Artists’ fieldmen from 


| throughout the United States and | : : 
|Canada along with homeoffice de-| lucky thing for you that I'm not 


partment heads will join in a four- 


day convention on the Coast open- 
ing Sept. 7 to map out promotion 
embracing product for the next 
full year. 

Series of meetings within the 
conclave are to be directed by v.p. 
Max E. Youngstein, ad-pub chief | 
Roger Lewis and Mori Krushen, 
who's manager of the exploitation 
division. 

UA will have a product lineup 
representing a total investment of 
$5,000,000 during the next 12 
months and will be backing this 
with a new high of 65 fieldmen, ac- 
cording to the company. Others 
to participate from Gotham will be 
Fred Goldberg, exec assistant to 
Lewis; Mort Nathanson, publicity 
manager; Joseph Gould, ad head; 
David W. Picker, exec assistant to 
Youngstein; Al Fisher, assistant 
exploitation director, and ~Lige 
Brien, director of special events. 

Convention will foeus on taliks 
by promotion execs, workshop dis- 
cussions, product showings and 
sessions with producers and their 





publicity reps. 


Bennie Berger, Angry Old Man, 
Calls 607, Demaniis For All Bis 
Films Nails in Exhibs Coffins 


By LES REES 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26 

With their 60° demands for 
practically every “big” baxoffice 
picture, the film companies are 
the nails on 
smalltown exhibitors’ coffins, de- 
clares Bennie Berger, this area’s 
Allied head (North Central Allied) 
for most of its existence and whose 
circuit includes some smalltown 
theatres. 

Asserting he’s one of the “angry 
old men.” Berger in his statement 
informs the film companies “it’s a 


ing their own goose, too, continu- 
ous heat,” says Berger. 

“I'd attack them without letup 
in order te publicize their infamy 
if I were in a position again where 
my voice carried any weicht. I'd 
leave no stone unturned in the ef- 
fort to get relief for the smalltown 
exhibitors. 

“In my constant fight, I'd go to 
Coreress, the state legislatures, the 
Justice Department, the press and 
even to the public itsel® I'd shew 
the public it, too, is suffering from 
these sales polieies. 

“Smalitown theatres positively 
cannot pay 60% for the only kind 
of pictures that'll do business for 
them and live. It's confiscaticn 
and extortion. If a theatre grovs- 
ing around $400 with the bis p c- 
tures and practically nothing on 
the other kind any more hrs to pay 
60° for the important ores. what's 
left for it? 

“df these theatres continue to be 
forced to the wall, the distributors 
and the entire industry will suffer 
eventually. For their own gocd it 
behooves the distributors to halt 
their ‘fast buck’ policies.” 


NCA president now.” 

Berger's statement follows one of 
Frank Mantzke, new NCA presi- 
dent, in which he announced he’s 
going to desist from the attacks 
on the film companies’ which 
marked Berger’s incumbency. 

Instead, Mantzke said, he'll “rea- 
son” with the sales heads to per- 
suade them to change their policies 
so that the smalltown exhibitors 
can obtain the blockbusters within 
a reasonable time after their re- 
lease and at a price they con 
afford to pay and still earn a suf- 


ficient profit “to keep many of P . 
Sac ‘beseer has aiteret ideas. REISSUE OF “STREETCAR 
RIDES 20TH’S RAILS 


He says the companies aren't 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


amenable to “reason” and “per-| 
suasion”"—he tried it during his, 
presidency and it didn't work—but; Charles K. Feldman has switched 
they don't like publicity attendant) the reissue rights to his indepen- 
upon their “wrongdoing:’ and “are| dent production, “A Streetcar 
inclined to back up under its cease-| Named Desire,” film version of the 
lessness.” Tenressee Williams piay starr'ng 
“If I were NCA president now, | Marion Brando and Vivien Leigh, 
with smalltown exhibitors’ plight' from Warner Bros. to 20th-Fox. 
increasingly worsening, I'd be giv-| The rights to the picture, which 
ing the greedy, larcenous and mur-| WB distributed about seven years 
derous distributors that are cook-; ago, reverted to Feldman last June. 
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Protestants Deplore Brigitte, Too, 
But Object to Catholic Pastor's 


‘Use of Threats and Reprisals’ 





Two 
Lake Placid, N.Y., have concurred 
with Roman Catholic feelings 
about “And God Created Woman” 
as “a spectacle of lust and lewd- 
ness,” but at the same time have | 
protested “the use of threats and 
reprisals as a moral lash.” 

“Police action still belongs 
the state and there it must re- 
main. We must resist all attempts 
by any group to determine for us| 
what we shali see and hear; that) 
prerogative we reserve for our own | 
individual judgment,” they wrote. 

The Lake Placid case got na- | 
tional attention. When the Palace | 
Theatre, the only house in town, 
refused to yank the Brigitte Bardot | 
starrer at the request of the local | 
Catholic priest, he imposed a six- | 
months ban on the theatre for his | 
parishioners. In a communication | 
to the people of the town, he said 
the film attacked the dignity of 
womankind and was blasphemous | 
to boot. 

The two Protestant pastors—The 
Rev. Clair E. Carpenter and the 
Rev. Arthur Davies—said they, 
too, considered the Brigitte Bardot | 
feature made in France “an affront | 
to all decent people” and they even | 
commended their Roman Catholic | 
colleagues for “their vigor and 
alacrity in the situation.” 

However, they added, “The re- 
sponsibility for viewing it must} 
fall back on the individual in the | 
exercise of his free will with which | 
God has endowed him. We do not | 
and cannot accept the right of any | 
group—civie or ecclesiastical—to 
decide what we shall or shall not 
see, no matter how worthwhile and 
benevolent its aims and purposes 
may be. This can conceivably be 
the opening wedge leading to a 
greater and more inclusive meas- 
ure of control in many areas other 
than motion pictures; namely, the 


| 
to 








arts, literature, education and 
health.” 
The clergymen added that, as} 


Protestants, “we still believe that | 
our faith must exercise its power | 
through moral persuasion and by 
that alone. To do otherwise is, in 
our judgment, to take the Christian 
religion into areas where it does 
not rightly belong.” 

Carpenter and Davies made it 
plain that they were speaking only 
for themselves and not for their 
flocks, explaining that, as Protes- 
tants, they did not have the right 
to speak for them without their 
expressed consent. 

Statement was the first clearcut | 
Protestant expression on Roman | 
Catholic action in the film field} 
in several years. 


HENRIETTA SUNNESS 


FILES TRUST CHARGE 


Fifteen defendants, including the | 
eight majors, were hit with a $450,- 
000 treble-damage antitrust suit 
brought Monday (25) in N.Y. Fed- 
eral Court by a Binghamton, N.Y., 
exhibitor. 

Henrietta Sunness, whose Sun- 
ness Theatres runs the Crest Thea- 
tre in Binghamton, claims that the 
distributor-defendants _ discrimin- 
ated against the Crest by allegedly 
conspiring to allow the rival Com- 
erford chain te monopolize first-run 
product. 

Plaintiff asks an injunction to| 
restrain the distribs from effecting 
“unreasonable agreements” and 
also wants the court to require | 
Comerford to divest either its Riv-| 
iera or Strand Theatre in Bing-| 
hamton. Additionally sought is an | 
order compelling the distribs to | 
negotiate in good faith with the’ 
Crest on first-run availability. 

Also named in papers filed by | 
attorney William Gold were Comer- | 
ford Theatres Inc., Comerford-Pub- 
lix Theatres, Meco Realty Co., Meco 
Theatre Corp., Binghamton Thea- 
tres Co., Inc., Allied Artists and 
Buena Vista. 


BRADBURY ADAPTS VOODOO 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Ray Bradbury has been signed 
by Hecht-Hill-Lancaster to write 
the screenplay of “The Dreamers,” 
based on Roger Maxwell's novel 
dealing with voodoo, and 'ocaled in 
modern London, 
H-H-L is negotiating for Anthony 
Asquith to direct the property. 


| 














Protestant clergymen in+¢ 


GUTH SUES TODD Co. 


Says Late Showman Pledged Cut | 


On ‘80 Days’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Percy Guth is asking $1,500,000 
from Michael Todd Productions, in 
connection with his work on 
“Around the World in 80 Days,” in 
suit filed in Superior Court. 
laintiff charges this amount is 
due him for his work on film as 
general manager, production man- 
ager and financial manager. The 
late Mike Todd, according to com- 
plaint, promised Guth a “substan- 
tial” interest in film's receipts, if 
it became successful. 


Chinese Recruitment 
In Britain, Other Angles 








Of ‘Sixth Happiness’ 


Problem of the foreign language 
dialog in pictures with an overseas 
background was overcome in an 
unusual fashion by director Mark 
Robson when he made “Inn of the 
Sixth Happiness” in Britain. Pic- 
ture stars Ingrid Bergman. and 
Curt Jurgens. 

Story is about an English woman 
who goes to China to work as a 


missionary. She falls in love with | 


a Chinese (Eurasian) officer and 
leads a flock of children to safety 
across the mountains during the 
Japanese war. In the first part 
of the film, when Miss Berrman 
arrives at the Chinese vil!ace, she 


speaks English and everyone else | 


speaks Chinese. 


But as time passes, and she 
learns the language, the script 
gradually has everyone speaking 
English, leaving both Miss Berg- 
man and the audience in their 
element. 

Robson related in N. Y. yester- 
day (Tues.) how, to shoot the film, 
which is a personal production of 
Buddy Adler, he not only built 
one of the largest studio sets ever 
created in London (it represented 
a Chinese village) but also dupli- 
cated the set in the mountain coun- 
try of Snowdonia in Wales. Chinese 
extras from all over England were 
recruited for the picture. “I never 
suspected that there were that 
many Chinese in England,” Rob- 
son said. One scene alone involved 
2,000 of them. The logistics of 
transpacting and feeding them 
were staggering. 


To train the extras in the clas- | 


sic Chinese dialect (Mandarin), to 


tutor the 150 children on the set, | 


and to make sure all details were 
correct, Robson set up a complete 
Chinese department staffed by 


|about 30 persons. Chinese props 


were imported by the boatload 
from Singapore and Hong Kong. 
Picture originally was to have 
been made on Taiwan, but Robson 
couldn’t get a reliable weather fore- 
cast from the Nationalist Chinese. 
Picture now runs three hours 
and 45 minutes, but.probably will! 
be only around three hours when 
released, Robson said. Malcolm 
Arnold, who wrote the music for 


| “Bridge on the River Kwai,” also 


is doing the “Inn” score. Robson 
had great praise for*Miss Bergman 
who, he said, gives “a superb per- 
formance.” 


Edinburgh Fest 


Continued from page 13 

















the stuff to give visiting Festival- 
ites who thrill to sight of the 
tartan and noise of the bagpipers. 
|Special U.S. interest attaches this 
|year through a contribution by a 
detachment of American Marines. 

To-morrow night (27) the West 
German ambassador, Baron von 
Herwarth, is due in from London 
for the British preem of the play 
“A Quiet Corner,” staged by Ruth- 
|erglen Repertory Theatre in 
| translation from the work of Her- 
mann Sudermann, 





George Mason, assistant manager 
of the Century in Buffalo (UATC), 
replaces William Zeilor as manag- 
ing director, 


al 


lily” quality, 
| also have died at the boxoffice. 





EE 





Pentagon 
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outlets for the various arms. In 
addition, they have felt that the 
pictures contribute to be recruit- 
ing campaigns. They have stated, 
| too, that the cost involved is small 
in comparison to the results 
| achieved. For example, various 
services have reported an increase 
in enlistments after the release of 
'a particular picture. This has 
been particularly true in the case 
|of units in which dangerous serv- 
| ice was involved. 

| Only on a few occasions have the 
services turned down films. To be 
sure, the Dept. of Defense approves 
|all scripts before it consents to 
provide the necessary cooperation. 
| And, for the most part, it has been 
careful in nixing projects in which 
the services or the officers have 
been presented in a bad light. In 
some instances, the services have 
been liberal and have permitted 
the depiction of “bad apples” for 
the sake of realism as long as the 
service itself and the general run 
of officers and mem live up to the 
‘traditions of the Army, Navy and 
Air Force. 

Hollywood itself hasn't been 
able to answer the question why 
| so many service pictures are being 
made—except perhaps the obvious 
lone that they are boxoffice. In 
| addition, it’s pointed out that such 
|a large segment of male population 
| has been involved with a particular 
| service in either war or peacetime 
| that it’s only natural that the stor- 
lies being written today reflect the 
| temper of the time. 

Other theorists maintain that 
the war pictures are mainly an out- 
growth of the unsettled cold war 
period and the public’s resultant 
}demand for “action” pictures 
which allows them to live vicari- 
ously while observing the heroic 
of the screen performers. 

















Code Inequity 
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up on imports. As long as they are 
members of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, the major com- 
panies are contractually under ob- 
ligation not to release films with- 
out a Code seal. Columbia has got- 
ten around that by setting up its 
own subsidiary under Edward L. 
Kingsley, and this setup has never 
been challenged. Now it is quite 
possible that UA also will hand to 
Ilya Lopert the imports on which 
} it cannot obtain a seal. 

There have been various ap- 
proaches to the Code and its ad- 
ministrator, Geoffrey Shurlock, to 
get him to issue a special seal for 
foreign films. Eric Johnston and 
Shurlock to date have nixed any 
such idea. If the present trend con- 
tinues, however, and the number 
of films submitted to the Code con- 
tinues to drop (it'll hit the lowest 
level in Code history during 1958), 
the Code will have to either curtail 
its operations, raise the dues, or 
look for new revenues. 

One possible source would have 
been television films, but it ap- 


peared that the TV Code quite 
adequately handled that field 
This leaves only foreign films, 


which are being shipped into the 
States in rising volume each year. 
Added to this is the fact that, un- 
der present conditions, distributors 
of imports look to a Code seal as 
added insurance inasmuch as many 
of the foreign lingualers are being 
dubbed and there are still quite a 
few commercial situations which 
will not play films unless they have 
a seal, this being quasi-protection 
against outside ptessure groups. 
The distributors are caught in a 
curious quandry. On the one hand, 
conditions more or less force them 


| to comply to a greater extent with 


accepted American film norms, 
which implies overly-sexy foreign 
films are apt to run into more 
trouble than they’re worth, though 
in a couple of cases, like “And 
God Created Woman.” this handi- 
cap certainly was a minor one 
when considered in the light of 
earnings of the picture. 

On the other hand, experience 
has shown that the “mild” import, 
the type of picture the Legion of 
Decency would tag with an “A,” 
rarely has a chance for the big 
money. Some very fine films, 
“Ordet” for instance, have been 
imported, lauded by the critics, 
and died on,the vine. And some 
average foreign films of the “fam- 
like “Guendalina,” 


Even the Brigitte Bardot pic- 














| ducer since 1952, 
| studio to set up his own indie 
| unit. He is currently negotiating 
|}an indie deal with Col, where he 
|is now finishing up on “Gidget.” 
| He expects to leave the studio 
| and his staff producer post in the 
fall after the windup of his present 
assignment. 


is ankling the 





} 
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‘German Would Produce 
Pro-Semitic Remake Of 
‘Jud Suess’ Pic Story 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 
The intention of Neue Filmver- 
leih GmbH to back a new (pro- 
Semitic) version of Lion Feucht- 


created mostly negative com- 
ments in the local press. Some call 
it “the most dangerous”; others 


that it is “the most superfluous” 
remake of the season. NF has ex- 


Goldbaum has acquired the filmiza- 
tion rights of Lion Feuchtwanger’s 
novel and also that Goldbaum has 
O. W. Fischer's assent to play the 
title role. Hint that William 
Dieterle might direct was denied 
by Dieterle. He said that the 
“theme is out of place and not 
worthy of any discussion.” 

Veit Harlan, creator of the anti- 
Semitic Nazi propaganda film of 
the same name (1940), said in an 
interview that he sees a great dan- 
ger in making this film. 





tures, when they aren't sexy, 
haven't done the expected busi- 
ness. In other words, the American 
public, if it thinks of foreign films 
at all, tends to buy them more 
readily when the promise of the 
“forbidden” is held out. Selling 
the very artistic import without 
much sex may garner top reviews, 





but ragely produces much business. 


wanger’s novel, “Jud Suess,” has | 


plained that the producer Peter | 


Am t Stock Quotati 
Week Ended Tuesday (26) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 
1958 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk, 
20% 14 ABC Vending 229 2018 191% 20%8 is 26 
20%2 13 Am Br-ParTh 77 201% 19% 1914 am 1G 
363g 2414 CBS “A” . 241 3638 3414 3538 +134 
35% 24% CBS “B” ... 121 3518 333% 3434 +1% 
20% 12% Col Pix 17 1878 1854 187% 4+% 
16% 13% Decca 45 1458 144% 1438 4+ 
31 14 Disney 245 31 2778 31 ae 
119% 9714 Eastman Kdk. 134 11934 11534 11958 +23% 
54% 334 EMI 614 512 538 5% O«O«SCa 
77% 634 List Ind. .... 112 712 7 4 + 14 
1914 12% Loew’s ..... 283 lis 18 18 4+% 
9% 738 Nat. Thea. .. 215 978 9 91g + % 
435s 3054 Paramount .. 30 42'% 42 41558 a Sh 
1914 1238 Phi'co a. we 187% 1838 19 + 14 
69% 4312 Polaroid . 303 67'2 6356 67% +2% 
3642 30% RCA AM 3478 34 3434 41% 
™% 5 Republic .... 420 7s 7 14 + % 
13% j$9% Kep., pfd. ... 26 13 12% 13% + % 
18 1442 Stanley War. 57 16738 1612 1614 —% 
26 20 Storer 34 26 2434 2414 on 16 
3434 2134 20th-Fex . 164 3434 3312 3458 + 3% 
24%, 15% United Artists 79 2378 2358 2334 a 2h 
2258 19 Univ. Pix . 2 1938 195% 19% — ly 
71 5812 Univ. pfd. .. .*100 6l'2 60)2 6114 a 
21% 16% Warner Bros. 35 2034 2038 2058 —%% 
97% 6732 Zenith .... 33 9512 9234 96% +3% 
American Stock Exchange 
458 27% Allied Artists 88 4\2 438 438 —% 
1034 73s All’d Art., pfd. 14 912 914 912 —_ 
105g 8% Assoc. Artists 115 1058 1014 105% + % 
558 3 DuMont Lab 136 4\s8 + 4 — 
414 242 Guild Films 120 378 334 334 — 4 
934 55s Nat’l Telefilm 485 958 834 8354 —]) 
7 35s Skiatron 215 658 57% 6% 4+ % 
5% 316 Technicolor 41 5 478 5 ss 
873 6% Tele Indus .. 29 7 612 71s 4+ 14 
6% 312 Trans-Lux 2 64 6'8 6'8 — \s 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
I i a. ae oe ba ay OE ‘ 8644 9054 = 
Chesapeake fndustrics .....ccccccccecsese 2% 25% + % 
Cinerama Prod. Jbseeee bes g0s-<Ceen 214 2% -- 
Cree. Sa. a alovadiuw cree ciee ° 114 134 _— 
Metropolitan Broadcasting ............... 8 834 — 14 
SS err errr . seeeeed ° 78 1% — % 
 @<': .cias bea tbes ses aweedves 5% 86756 + 3% 
Stns NED 5 5 dns00eddeeeeednecbwenwe 534 «6 +4 
* Actual Volume. . 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
Crimp Foreign Stars’ Participati 
In Spain Via Distrib Cut-In 
+ Madrid, Aug. 26. 
. ° Istituio Espanol de Moneda Ex- 
Lewis Rackmil on Own | tranjera, Spain’s curren¢y control 
Hollywood, Aug. 26 | administration, has notified S: anish 
Lewis Rackmil, Columbia pro- ereress See veen Saat seniee 


actors can no longer be contracted 
| by ceding distribution rights in one 
or more countries or a percentage 
of foreign distrib gross in exchange 
for services. 

Practice, IEME communication te 
Spanish Producers Assn. contends, 
is a violation of existing legislation 
to be strictly enforced. 

Ruling requires local producers 
| to bank nationally stipulated peseta 
| salary for foreign star engagement. 
|IEME will allow producer 20% of 
| foreign distrib receipts on the pare 
| ticular film billing a foreign per- 
former out of which producer can 
remit actor’s salary in agreed for- 
eign coin. 

IEME move is expected to reduce 
considerably foreign star participa- 
tion in local production. Producers 
in the main are not expected to ac- 
commodate the financial burden of 
depositing foreign star peseta sal- 
aries before a shooting permit is 
accorded. 

Not affected, are coproductions 
or foreign projects in Spain. 





“ANTI-LABOR’ LAW; 


__ ASSESS GUILD MEMBERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| Members of the Screen Extras 
Guild have been asked for $1 con- 
| tributions to be used in a campaign 
to defeat the so-called “right-to- 
| work” measure in the November 
| election. 
| Guild said voluntary contribue 
| tions are needed to offset big funds 
being contributed to support of it 
|—Proposition 18—by anti-labor 
employers, and told members if 
they send in coin it will be relayed 
to help in the fight against it. 





| Inferno Pictures Inc. has been 
formed,to carry on a motion pic- 
ture usiness in New York. 


Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Gettinger & Gettinger were 
filing attorneys. 
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M-G-M's “RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” OFF TO 
FLYING START! HERE'S “VARIETY's” TIP-OFF: 








““Latest newcomer to show every indication of being a great grosser is M-G-M’s 
‘Reluctant Debutante’— 2nd in the National Evs-Usice Survey!” — Variety 


1 2nd BIGGEST GROSS 


for non-holiday in entire history of Music 
Hall (N.Y.). Entering 3rd week at same record- 
breaking pace! 





ST. LOUIS —“‘Slick! Big One!”’—Variety 
TORONTO — “Smash newcomer!’’—Variety 
SAVANNAH —Very Big! 

LITTLE ROCK —Very Big! 

HOUSTON~—2nd Biggest of the Year. Held Over! 
Just the First Few! Date the “DEB” for dollars! 


am 


M-G-M presents REX HARRISON + KAY KENDALL in “THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 


Co-Star~ing John Saxon + Sandra Dee + Angela Lansbury + Screen Play by William Douglas Home wen, 

Based On the Play by William Douglas Home + In CinemaScope And Metrocolor + An Avon Production B¥W@"ael™ 
Directed by Vincente Minnelli + Produced by Pandro S. Berman TOP IN 

58h; 
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Washington, Aug. 26. 


Eastern Thinking, If Transplanted, 
Should Offset Narrow Ballyhoo ih dgiutant House of Remeeae 


Concepts of West Coast Guards i*/°\ sex 





VARIETY 
| Info Agency Takes Cut jj) 


Barney 








was passing. 

Balaban’s notes and comments 
-yill have particular significance 
for the film business. For, in ef- 
fect, he was answering the rumors 
that Paramount was trending away 


Continued from page 1 


————— 





Balaban 





commented Balaban. 

The dollar translation is this: 
Par has over $50,000,000 tied up in 
its backlog, including pictures not 
fully amortized and investments in 
others not completed. Also, the 








for the U.S. Information Agency. 
Though there is a good deal of : 


It got $10 million for new Voice 
of Amercia transmitters and equip- 

resistance to the idea of moving 

film sales and advertising-publicity | 
headquarters to the West Coast, | 
some in New York feel that—the- 
oretically at least—such a transfer 
might have a positive influence on | 
Hollywood thinking. 
New York distribution execs) 
who fairly regularly make the trip 
to the studio say privately they are 
appalled by the lack of compre- 
hension of sales and distribution | 
problems which they find among, 


Durham, N.H., Aug. 26. 

Box office and postal re- 
ceipts will continue to be han- 
died by the same man here in 
this University of New Hamp- 
shire town. 

Arthur Stewart, owner of 
the Frankiin theatre since 
1923, a year after his gradua- 
tion from Dartmouth College, 
has been appointed Durham's 





many of their production col-| postmaster. He has been act- 
leagues. ing postmaster since April, 
They maintain that, were the| 1957. 


He was also town clerk for 
11 years, tax collector for 17 
years, served as president of 
the N. H. Tax Collectors’ Asso- 
ciation, and was one of the in- 
corporators of the Durham 
Trust Co. 


| Backlog Value Stress 
This Time on Reissue 
Of ‘Streetcar’ Via 20th 


sue rights of “A Streetcar Named 
| Desire” from Warner Bros., which 


headquarters shifted west, some of 
distributions’ practical thinking 
would certainly rub off on the 
production end and would tend to 
make it more aware of conditions 
outside of the production capital. 
At the same time, these same 
eastern execs are anything but en- 
thusiastic over any prospects of 
settling down on the Coast. In 
part the reason is personal, since 
most of these men have families in 
and around New York. Also, 
there is a strong argument favor- 
ing the objectivity with which the | 
homeoffices are able to gauge the | 
value of the product emanating 








from the Coast, an_ objectivity | “ 
ee oe operations are 1. producer Charles K. Feldman 


| places a new light on the value of 
Those familiar with the Coast. es backlogs & some film com- 
setup, and the Coast mentality, say | panies. This particularly applies to 


they are sometimes amazed at the | g1ms of recent vintage and to large | 


comparatively narrow view taken number of pictures recently re® 
by production and the strictly local | jeused or currently in production. 
values that guide it. There is a! 


Handling Money a Habit 





ment and $2,500,000 to replenish 
the media guaranty revolving fund. 
The Senate had voted $15 million 
for the transmitters and $5 million 
for the fund. 

USIA took a drubbing down. the 
line in the House, both from those 
who favored the appropriations 
and those who opposed it. The 
House averted refusal to vote any- 
thing at all by only a 172-190 vote. 
President Eisenhower had asked 
$22,500,000 in view of the mideast 
emergency. House critics insisted 
that mismanagement rather than 
lack of money handicaps the U.S. 
in its propaganda contest with Rus- 
sia, and there were threats of an- 
other probe of USIA. 





Crimps Film Collections 

Prospects for any extension of 
the International Media Guaranty 
program in the film field next year 
dimmed considerably last week 
when Senate and House conferees 
reached agreement on a $2,500,000 
allocation, slashing the borrowing 
authority of the program to half of 
what had been okayed by the Sen- 
ate Appropriations Committee. 

Program is currently operating 
for films in Poland, Turkey, Yugo- 
|slavia and Viethnam. In Poland, 
there is full convertibility running 
to between $200,000 and $240,000. 
In Turkey, IMG will be good for 
up to $500,000. In Yugoslavia 
there also is unlimited convertibil- 
ity, and in Viethnam the ceiling is 
$500,000. 











from the theatres and going head-| company, said Balaban, is plotting 
strong toward subscription (home- | 20 new productions in the coming 
toll) television through its subsidi- year and all will cost over $1,000,- 
ary, International Telemeter. , 000 per. 

While Int’] Tele looms promi- | Par’s stake in these is figured 
nently in the future, the chief exec | roughly at $30,000,000 (another 
made it clear that, not only is the- | $10,000,000 might be added since 


All Ends of Biz Now Co-Op 


Production, distribution and ad-pub departments “are leaning 
more on each other than ever before,” said Barney Balaban, presi- 
dent, in discussing the new Paramount modus operandi. 

Sitting by, Par global sales head George Weltner said, “Yes, as 
a matter of fact I was just discussing a distribution problem with 
(studio boss) Frank Freeman.” Balaban, looking to ad-pub v.p. Jer- 
ry Pickman, observed how merchandising has become such an in- 
tegral part of the operation. 

As a further means of closing up the east-west gap, a telephone 
tie line has been installed which connects the studio with the home- 
office. “And this doesn’t save us any money,” said Balaban, who 
has a reputation for liking to save money. 


atrical production not being sluffed, individual pic costs are flexible) 


actually it’s being enhanced. and this excludes the participa- 
And he. sees pay-as-you-see, tions of producers, stars, etc. Fur- 

















whether it’s Int’l Tele or another |ther, other properties will be 
system that proves itself superior, | picked up from time te time. 

as a sort of cushion. With it, | Since ccmparisons speak a 
there’s more assurance for exhibi-| strong language, consider that 


tors of theatrical product in the| Par’s past output per year was 
event that distributors suffer a/ limited to 14-to-17 of the million- 
loss of, say 15%, in the global the- | dollar-plus entries and in one year 
atrical market. Such a drop the figure fell to 12. 

would impair production unless | 


tne sleek snd that something new |Deride as ‘Unthinkable’ 
is home toll. ’ 
. Los Angeles Papers’ Yen 





Further reflecting the Par con- 
fidence in the theatrical market, 
related Balaban, are the continu- 


minimum awareness in Hollywood 
of the exhibitor and a maximum 
consciousness of the producer, 
writer, director and actor’s com- 
petitive standing in the production 
community. 


Hollywood, charge the distribu-. 


tors, takes the position that its 
responsibility ends when a picture 
is edited, scored and delivered. It 
doesn't particularly respond to 
point-of-sale problems with pic- 
tures, nor does it show much of a 
tendency to fall in line with the 
more obvious popular trends and 
demands. What does eount are 
comparative artistie values, tech- 
nical achievements, financial deals 
which reflect on the professional 
and often also the social standing 
of the creative talent, ete. 

In the light of all this, the Coast 
reaction to the thinking generated 
via the Warner Bros. move to the 
studio is somewhat cool. 
two executives even have ex- 
pressed concern that there might 
be “interference” with production; 
and all the signs point to their be- 
ing quite right if other studios fol- 
low the Warner example. 

However, even without any ac- 
tual physica] merger of facilities, 
a more closely coordinated think- 
ing between east and west is likely 
as the result of the jet age. It's 
pointed out that, when the jet serv- 
ice starts between N. Y. and the 


Coast, it'll take only less than five | 


hours to make the trip and the in- 
terchange of ideas and influences 
is bound to rise. 

“The people who make the pic- 
tures seem often to live in a dif- 
ferent world,” said one distribu- 
tion exec last week. “They seem 
to be removed from our problem, 
it’s difficult te get through to 
them.” 





| 
_ Tease-Trailerize ‘Hur’ 














Metro plans to film two six-min- | 


ute exploitation subjects around 
the filming of “Ben-Hur” for use 
in tv promotions in connection with 
the picture's release, 

One short subject will feature 
Haya Haraeet, femme lead oppo- 
site Charlton Heston; the other 
will detail the training of the 
horses for the film’s spectacular 
chariot race. 


Morton Heilig, former NBC cam- | 
eraman-reporter, has been signed 
to preduce and direct the two 
shorts. William Wyler and producer 
Sam Zimbalist as well as others 
connected with the film appear in 


the shorts. j 


> 


Feldman, per his deal with WB, 


Glass, Seltzer to Ireland 


One ory die film-makers. 


| Chicago, Aug. 26. 


| studying the local since last Feb- | 


;}was able to regain the rights to 
“Streetcar” last June after a seven- 
vear period. Undoubtedly a num- 
ber of other indie producers have 
the same arrangements with the 
major film companies. As a con- 
sequence, if these pictures are the 
, properties of the producers and 
‘not of the distributors, it stands 


For ‘Devil’ Production 





_the present-day libraries as 
their future potential for viewing | 
on television. 
It is difficult to assess how many | 
properties are in this category, but 
if the indie production trend con- 
tinues at its present pace, it'll be 
a substantial number in a few 
years. To be sure, not all the ma- 
jors allow these properties to re- 
vert to the producers. This right 
apparently is reserved for the 
more substantial and powerful in-| 
In the case of | 
United Artists, which deals solely | Michael Anderson is to function as 
with indies, it’s apparent that the producer. 
company’s deals, for the most part,| Shooting starts at the, Ardmore 
allow it to retain control of the tv Studios, Bray, Ireland, Sept. 8 
rights, either exclusively or in as-|with James Cagney, Don Murray, 
sociation with the indie producer. | Glynis Johns and Dana Wynters in 
we = a it depends | the leads. 
argely on the type of deal the, —_ 1 : 
producer can make when the i PR gon ng Rar igh B > —- 
duction is initiated, as for example, | pevoiution by Rearden ‘inet al 
Cecil B. DeMille’s arrangement | was banned in Ireland. Reason for 


q 
with Paramount. | the nix was not the handling of the 


Allegro Productions Inc. has Black & Tan situation, but rather 
+ been empowered to conduct a mo- | the fact that one of the two gals 
tion pictures business in New York. |i" the story was a prostitute. Glass 
Capital stock is $10,000, $1 par said he’s already had some inside 
value. Paul L. Beck is a director | information that his picture, too, 
and filing attorney. | will get the censorship brush. 


Chicago Projectionists’ Local 110 
| Set for a Congressional Ride 


the battle. 








cite the lawmakers is the report 
that John Accardo was moved in 
control of the local at a meeting 
conducted by his brother after the 
|death (a natural one!) of Claude 
tember as the U. S. Senate rackets | Maddox, the local’s boss and an 
committee continues probing for| upper echeloner in the Chi coun- 
ae practices. cils. 

cials, members and others| A Federal grand ju studied 
connected with the local have been | the local in 1956. aaa Faderal io- 
subpoenaed for appearance before |vestigators have described the 
the McClellan unit, whose inves-| membership list as reading “like 
tigators reportedly have been | a hoodlum’s Who's Who.” 

In the wake of all this, trades- 
ruary. Local’s roster is under- | ters may speculate on the reaction 
stood to be studded with names of | of Richard F. Walsh, prez of the 
dubious repute, including John | International Alliance of Theatri- 
Accardo, a $600 a week racetrack |cal Stage Employees, who solemnly 
projectionist, and brother of Tony swore allegiance to the AFL-CIO. 
Accardo. | ethical practices code at the un- 

One angle that’s expected to ex-! ion’s recent St. Louis convention. 


Chicago motion picture opera- 
tors Local 110 goes on the Con- 
gressional griddle early in Sep- 








With Cagney & Wynters 


George Glass and Walter Seltzer 
are going into indie production and 
feel they have a head start toward 


to reason that these films cannot |COmmercial success. The reason, 
be included in the evaluation of | said Glass before he left New York | 
to | for Dublin over the past weekend, 
jis their backgrounds; they're vets 
in the field of film merchandising. 

As Glass put it, getting a pic- | 
ture to market and luring the cus- 
jtomers represent a major part of | sponsored television programs, and | 


In any event the two are the | of 
exec producers of “Shake Hands 
With the Devil,” which is being 
turned out under the Pennebaker 
Productions aegis (Marlon Brando | ing battle for audience. 
Sr. is president of this outfit) and 


ing instructions to studio chief Y. 
Frank Freeman: Let the budgets 
fall as they may so long as there's 
no strain on the company’s econ- 
omy. 

In line with this, noted Balaban, 
there have been some divestitures 
of non-paying assets—sale of the- 
atres in England, the Hollywood 
library to Music Corp. of America, 
a laboratory in New York. These 
| have helped give Par a particular- 
| ly strong cash position from which 
| to jockey into the more expensive 
| production program, said Balaban. 

Lessons Digested 
As for the broad rivalry with 





the rounding out of a second year 
“transition” or “crisis,” the 
showmen are*re-evaluating the 
right kind of product to please the 





“We're beginning to see 
| light,” said Balaban, on the basis 
| of 
| rors we have made.” 
| To be further specific, in Par’s 
| case, was the production of “Fear 
| Strikes Out,” which was brought 
| in at a cost of around $950,000 and 
| lost $500,000 in distribution. The 
“psychological drama” was well re- 
|ceived by professional critics and 
those of the customer world who 
turned out for it had no complaints. 
Yet, a commercial mishap. 

Came next a producer's ap- 
proach to Par with a like kind of 
property. With the knowledge of 
what happens with a picture of the 
similar nature in terms of theme, 
east and other ingredients, the 
Par personnel were in a position 
to work out the project with the 


a dangers inherent in the initial 
ry. 
This, of course, is a single ex- 
ample. Another cited by Balaban | 
(don’t mention the title, please) in- | 
volved a film that was handsome- | 
ly received and made a profit, al- 
beit a small one. The net could 
have been far more substantial. and | 
should have been. The angle is | 
that the production investment | 
could have been reduced by $500,- | 
000 at the outset without impair- | 
ing the entertainment values. 
This, and other experiences, adds 
up te a new kind of re-appraisal 


and that “seeing the light,” and | 
Par’s embarkation on its most 
elaboration theatrical production 


program since it became a pro- 
duction-distribution company, i.e. 
separated from domestic theatres 
via divorcement. That was in 1950. 

“We are underwriting our faith 
in the future of the motion picture 
business with the biggest single 








year of multi-million production,” 


public and beat tv in the continu- | 
the | 


experience—specifically, ‘‘the er- | 


| make. 
jlenge the right of one of your 


producer, make changes and avoid | 


| To Censor Film Copy 


The Motion Picture Assn. of 
| America has rejected in no uncer- 
tain terms the suggestion of the 
Los Angeles Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. that the latter organization 
be permitted “to preview” all ad- 
| vertising submitted to the indus- 
|} try’s Advertising Code Adminis- 
, tration. 

| In a letter to Arthur G. Pollack, 
chairman of the L.A. newspaper 
group, Gordon S. White, director 
of the MPAA’s Advertising Code 
| Administration, declared that such 
|}a proposal is “unthinkable,” shock- 
ing and represents’ censorship 
“in one of its worst forms.” 

The MPAA's judgments, through 
its voluntary advertising code, 
“have always been made, and must 
continue to be made, on our own 
responsibility (as the companies’ 
representatives) and without out 
side influence,’ White emphasized, 

White pointed out that this in 
no way meant that the L.A. mem- 
ber mewspaper had to accept the 
| MPAA’s judgments in any case, 
since the newspapers have their 
|}own Amusements Advertising Code 
which, he noted, “is patterned very 
|closely after our own code.” 

The MPAA advertising official 
said he could see no reason why 


;the newspapers couldn't continue 
|to function as in the past. 


“The 
only question would seem to be 
severity, with which you desire 
te apply your own code,” White 
said. “That is your decision to 
Surely nobody can chal- 


newspapers to determine whether 
any ad meets its standards for 


| publication, or to consult with you, 


if it desires to do so, 'n making & 
decision.” 
White said that the newspapers’ 


| authority stopped at that point. He 


said he couldn't see how the L.A. 
papers could claim the right “to 
pass on all the other advertising 
that is going out over the country, 
the bulk of which never goes to 
any individual newspaper at all. 

The MPAA exec said that the 
problem did not seem to apply to 
code-approved pictures. He point- 
ed out that the difficulties in L.A. 
appeared to stem from ads tor 
burlesque shows and from a 
foreign film which did not have a 
code seal. White maintained that 
if burlesque and non-code seal pic- 
tures were the main problem, why 
should the film industry be stig- 
matized “with a proposal for such 
sweeping censorship .. .” 

White sharply told the L.A. 
group that “never before has any- 
body suggested a plan for imposing 
the standards of one such local 
group on all the rest of the coun- 
try.” 
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together 
for 

the first 
time 


ANNA MAGNANI 


and 


GIULIETTA MASINA 

















nella} 
citta 
inferno 


(HELL IN THE CITY) 3 







Directed by 


RENATO CASTELLANI 


Produced by 


GIUSEPPE AMATO 
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They're Making Jersey Second-Class’ 


Allied Plots Litigation—Says Distribs Release Big 
Pictures Too Long After Broadway | 





> 





TITLES TOO CLOSE 











Injunctive relief against alleged 
distributor trade practices which | 
are said to be making the New WB Squawks That 20th Treads) 
Jersey territory a second-class On Rights 
community will be sought by the | ne 
Allied Theatre Owners of yd Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Jersey. Decision on this action was|_ Warner Bros. has protested to 
taken by the Allied States Assn.| MPAA Title Registration Bureau 
ffiliate ot its annual convention | over 20th-Fox tabbing “Murders in | 
fast week at the Concord Hotel,!the Rue Morgue” and indie pro-| 
Kiamesha Lake, NY. 


| ducer Alex Gordon for registration 


The Allied unit has retained an 
attorney —Edward Rome of the 

hiladelphia law firm of Blank, 

udenko, Kraus and Rome —to 
press its complaints through legal 
channels. Rome was hired after he | 
made a survey of the N.J. ter-| 
titory and reported his findings | 
and the unit's legal rights to the | 
convention. On the basis of Rome’s 
conclusions, the exhibitor organi- 
gation authorized him to proceed 
with the necessary legal actions. 
it has not been decided as yet 
whether the suits will be brought 
by individual members of Jersey 
Allied or if the Allied unit will | 
file complaints as a trade associa- 
tion. Rome's retention was based 
fin part on his successful efforts 
in obtaining the move-up of runs in 
the Camden area. ‘| 

The core of the Allied unit’s com- | 
plaint is that theatres in New Jer-| 





sey are not able to obtain the big.| “The Last Hurrah” based on the| 2iq and Franca Duval as Maria 


important pictures when these films | 

ean something at the boxoffice. | 
it's pointed out, for example, that | 
such pictures as “The 10 Command- | 
ments,” “The Bridge on the River | 
Kwai” and “Around the World in 
80 Days” are not available to the 
majority of N.J. theatres for pos- 
gibly a year or more because of 
their extended engagements on/ 
hard-ticket runs in Broadway first- 
run houses. 

As part of their beef relating to 
N.J. becoming a second-class com- 
munity because of its lack of the 
outstanding pictures, the Jersey 
Alliedites will appeal to Gov. Rob- 
ert Meyner and other N. J. political 
leaders. Their argument and appeal | 
will be based, for the most part, 
on the “white paper” recently is- 
sued by National Allied. 

The Concord conclave also dis- 
cussed the failure of the industry's 
proposed business building cam- 
paign. As a consequence, it was 
decided to investigate the possi- 
bility of N.J. Allied spearheading 
# drive of its own. The thought 
was introduced that perhaps it 
would be wise for the organization 
to place particular efforts behind 
certain, selected pictures. The Al- 
lied unit was particularly im- 
pressed with Allied Artists’ cam- 
paign on “Macabre” and a commit- 
tee was appointed to learn what 
the AA drive cost aand to what 
extent the picture was aided by the 
extra bally. 





Nudie Plays Drive-in 
Dallas, Aug. 26. 
Robert Hartgrove has the Amer- 
ican premiere showing here of | 





“Forbidden Paradise” on the east | private life despite author O’Con-| to be torn down when the Expo 
screen of the Twin Drive-In The-| nor’s repeated denials of any link} -joses in October. It would be a 


atre 
The “adults only” nudist colony | 
feature, filmed in a Swedish cult | 


camp, carries a 90c person ad- 
mission. 





Society of Cinema Artists Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct an en- | 
tertainment business in Maspeth, 
Queens County. Capital stock is 

00 shares, no par value. Leiman 

Trace were filing attorneys at 

Albany. 


New York Theatre . 


RADIO CITY MUSIC WALL 
Rockefeller Center © Ct 6-4600 
REX HARRISON - KAY KENDALL 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 
JOWN SAXON + SANDRA DEE 
AN AVON PRODUCTION FROM M-G-M 
ond GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE 











EE 
YOUR FILMS WITH 
SPANISH SUBTITLES 

CAN BE DISTRIBUTED BY 


V. TEIXIERA 
Apartado $171, Caraces, Venezuela 




















of “The FBI's War Against Crime.” 

Protests are based on WB's) 
“Phantom of the Rue Morgue,” | 
produced in 1954, and its current | 
production of “The FBI Story.” 


Curley, 84, Sues 
Columbia Over — 
‘Last Hurrah’ 


Boston, Aug. 26. 

James Michael Curley, now 84, | 
former mayor, governor and politi- | 
cal boss, is seeking temporary ol 
junction against Columbia's film, 








novel of Woonsocket’s Edwin| 
O’Connor. Although his attorney 
Julian Yesley denies that the suit 
is inspired by Curley’s own book, 
“I'd Do It Again,” which he hopes 
to have filmed, the petition in | 
Suffolk Superior Court, due for) 
hearing tomorrow (Wed.) says the | 
exhibition in the Boston area of | 
“Hurrah” would cause Curley | 
“irreparable damages to property 
rights” in the autobiography. 


Curley charges in his suit that 


| 


the film is “indecent and un- 
privileged invasion” into his 
private life. In “The Last Hur-! 


rah,” aecording to the suit, the) 
character of Frank Skeffington | 
coincides in many details with) 


| Menotti works. But the others are 


'the 1ll-day Expo engagement) was 








Continued from page 2 








vin,” however, even matching the 
limited engagement of Menotti’s 
“Saint of Bleecker St.” would ap- 
pear slim. ; 

Menotti, who shuns adaptations 
in favor of original li#brettos, has 
once more chosen a highly dra- 
matie subject and it is the story 
element that is the major compo- 
nent. “Golovin” tells of a war- 
blinded young man in a European 
country into whose mother’s villa 
comes a lodger, a lovely woman, 
with her little boy, whose husband 
is a prisoner of war. The agonizing 
love story, with its inevitable trag- 
ic end, is a variation on the Men- 
otti theme of homelessness — a 
theme providing many opportuni- 
ties for lyrical love songs and dra- 
matie passages of despair, yet the 
most that Menotti manages to 
achieve is melodrama. 

While many of the orchestral in- 
terludes and musical background- 
ing are both compelling and musi- 
cally rewarding, with but one pos- 
sible exception this is an opera 
singularly lacking in sustained 
arias. There are half a dozen times 
when short phrases hold promise 
of fulfillment, but for some reason 
they are immediately dropped_and 
the recitatives resumed. In fact, 
“Golovin” suffers chiefly from be- 
ing an opera of recitatives solely 
for story progression rather than 
libretto on which to hang Menotti’s 
musical creations. The one pro- 
longed aria, with Patricia Neway 
as the mother, Ruth Kobart as the 


Golovin, singly and in trio was 
beautifully sung in a way that one 
has come to expect from earlier 


provided with little into which 
they can sink their t¢veth. Both 
story development and score are 
superficial, slim and undeveloped. 

Each member of the small open- 
ing night cast (two sets of per- 
formers are being used through 


dramatically able and of competent 
voice. As the tragic blind youth, 
Richard Cross, a virtual unknown 
who came out of a previous NBC 
Opera chorus line, was certainly 
capable of the demands—or lack 
of demands — of the role. Miss 


“the well known characteristics of | Neway, an old Menotti pro (“The 
the plaintiff's personality.” Author | Consul,” etc.) was particularly ef- 
O’Connor has consistently denied | fective. Miss Duval in the title role 
that Curley is the “Frank Skeffing-| brought a dramatic persuasiveness 


| I'm Skeffington.” 


ton” of his novel. 

On Aug. 6, 1956, Curley lectured 
on the book at the U. of New 
Hampshire and at that time was 
asked “are you Frank Skeffing- 
ton?” Curley replied “I’m satis- 
fied that eyerybody recognizes that | 


Acting on the Curley protest. 
Suffolk Superior Court Judge 
Charles A. Rome ordered Columbia 
Pictures, Inc. to have a represen- 
tative in court tomorrow (27). 

The Columbia Pictures rep will, 
be asked to show cause why a tem- 
porary injunction banning a show- | 
ing of the film should not be is- 
sued. The petitior further stated 
that the principal character of 
both book and film, “Frank Skef- | 
fington” presents an erroneous | 
impression of Curley’s career and | 





between the twain. 

Public showing of the film, Cur- 
ley contends, would constitute in- 
vasion of his “right of privacy and 
bring him into disrepute.” 

Curley’s ire was ignited, it was 
reported, when Columbia Pictures 
Inc. sent photographers to take 
pictures of City Hall and the 
Curley residences in Jamaica 
Plain and North Scituate. 

Atty. Samuel Nesson, in whose 
name the Curley autobiography, 
“I'd Do It Again,” is copyrighted, 
disclosed he has been negotiating 
with a New York producer, Dick 
Day, for an indie production of 
the book. 

O'Connor, who authored the 
book, “The Last Hurrah,” issued a | 
statement from Wellfleet, Mass.: 
“As I’ve said all along, Frank 
Skeffington has no connection with 
former Gov. James Michael Cur- 
ley. For those who still think he 
has, I earnestly recommend the 
reading of Gov. Curley’s own bio- 
graphy, which rather dramatically 
stresses the difference between 
the two men.” 

A spokesman for Columbia Pic- 
tures said the film “does not men- 
tio any specific city nor does it 
mention any man named Curley. 
I don’t think there is any justifica- 
tion on former Gov. Curley’s part 
in seeking to block its showing.” 








to her part but certainly merited 
a better musical assist from Men- 
tti 


° 


Roubel Ter-Arutunian’s settings 
was one of the major assets of 
Samuel Chotzinoff's exacting pro- 
duction. The lighting, unfortunate- | 
ly, could hardly be described as 
imaginative and left much to be 
desired, despite the use of the 
newest gadgetry in electronic 
boards. Peter Herman Adler’s con- 





ducting of the Antwerp Philhar- 
monic Orchestra was sure and full 
bodied. 

A word about the American The- 
atre. Architect Ed Stone's circular 
creation is a thing of beauty, the 
acoustical quality matching the 
contemporary decor. Unless the 
Belgium Government changes its 
mind, (it’s been offered as a gift 
to the Government) it’s scheduled 


pity and a waste. 


Love That Brigitte 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Brigitte Bardot stars in three 
pictures running simultaneously 
here. : 

Downtown her newest, “La 
Parisienne” is in its fourth week 
and another firstrun, “Mam/‘zelle 
Pigalle,” has just opened uptown 
in a way that indicates a long run 
fur it, too. | 

But most remarkable {s_ the} 
French dialogue with English sub- 
titles version of her “And God 
Created” boxoffice performance at 
the neighborhood ‘‘fine arts” Ava- 
lon where it’s now in its seventh 
week and no end of the run in 
sight. 

This-{s after “And God Created 
Woman” in its dubbed English 
dialogue version ran six weeks 
downtown when initially shown 
here and had previous !ong engage- 
ments at three other local neigh- 
borhood “fine arts’ houses. 











Polk Theater Corp. has been 
authorized to conduct business in 
Queens, with capital stock of 200 
shares, no par value. Bernard I. 
Scherer of New York filing attor- 


Nat Taylor Opens Chaplin 


Eitel Moxzce Views—Updated #3 


Rome, Aug. 19. 

Specific hints regarding probable Italian demands at the up- 
coming U.S.-Italo pact renewal talks are contained in an inter. 
view given this week by ANICA topper Eitel Monaco to the Ital. 
fan weekly ‘TEMPO.’ 

According to Monaco, the current dubbing fee should in the 
future be regulated by a sliding scale, based on the foreign films’ 
local grosses, and not via the flat sum now in force. Other Italo 
targets in the upcoming talks would be a “better regulation of the 
use of frozen funds” on the part of Yank companies operating 
here, in order to help investments in Italian production; and the 
reduction of the large number of old pix and reissues on the Italo 
market. 

He no longer feels the quota imposition a problem, as the U.S. 
now produces only about 250 features a year, with only 150-odd 
of these interesting European market. 

Monaco also says he’s not in the least worried regarding enforce- 
ment and consequences of a European Film Community. He added 
that Italy is now prepared to remove all import restrictions on 
films with any of the six member countries, similarly to the suc- 
cessful past and present setup held with France, with which coun- 
try Italy has in the past eight years co-produced 300 films (150 in 
Italy, 150 in France). As far as the legislative problems of an ECM 
pact are concerned, Monaco says that Italy is already in the posi- 
tion in which treaty countries have been called upon to find them- 
selves in 12 years’ time. 

Monaco termed dubbing fees “internal taxes on the use of voices 
of our actors ...,” and as such a kind of “perfectly legtimate ‘roy- 


aside Stuff—Pictures 


Independent distributors of foreign films are killing the goose that 
laid the golden egg via their insistence on advance guarantees and 
stringent terms from the art houses, Herbert Rosener, West Coast op- 
erator of art situations, said in New York this week. 

“It’s come to the point where a fellow will buy a picture in Europe 
for $5,000 and then goes to the theatres and asks $10,000 advance guar- 
antees,” Rosener said. “The bigger independents go to Europe, pay 
fabulous sums for films, and then the burden of ‘recovery’ is on us, 
the exhibitors.” 

Rosener, who also distributes imports regionally on the Coast, op- 
erates the Beverly Canon and the Vagabond in Los Angeles, the Stage 
Door, Clay and Larking as well as the Crest in San Francisco ‘along 
with six commercial houses on Market St.) and the Guild and Fine 
Arts theatres in Portland. 

Though he’s expanding his circuit, Rosener said he basically didn't 
believe in chain operation for the artists. “They must be individually 
managed,” he held. 





———— 





The 20th-Fox promotion stunt, promising $100 to the first patron who 
could prove that the story of “The Fly” couldn't have happened, has 
touched off a lively correspondence from scientifically-minded young. 
sters. 20th had had hundred of letters, many of them intricately docu- 
mented, to “prove” that there couldn't be such a thing as a man with 
the head of a fly. One nine-year-old did such a thorough analysis of 
the problem, his mother sent on the letter. Another man, after outline 
ing his arguments, concluded with: “Send the money. Please act fast!” 





Jerome Hellman, president of Ziegler, Hellman and Ross. has left 
for Europe to conclude the contracts for a cartoon feature based on 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” As arranged by Hellman, the 
film will have Christopher Fry as adapter, Alec Guinness as narrator, 
and Ronald Searle and David Hilberman as the animators. Searle and 
Hilberman operate as Perputa Productions and Hellman is arranging 
the contracts between Perputa, Fry and Guinness. He will also dis- 
cuss financing of the feature, which will be produced in England. 





Cary Grant handled the personal invitations for the advance screens 
ing of “Houseboat” at the Capitol tonight. Calling from the Coast the 
latter part of last week, and in Gotham upon his arrival this week, he 
said he thought it a good idea if press reps attend. It was an intereste 
ing bit for reporters who, not having been at their desks when the 
Coast calls came in, later received the message. Grant simply had leit 
his name, didn't say where he might be reached and gave no informas 
tion about the matter. 





Under his deal with United Artists, Ilya Lopert will supervise the 


| distribution of foreign films going out via UA in the States, and also 


may produce for UA (as he did with “Summertime.”) However, UA 
execs nix reports that Lopert also will have any hand in UA’s overseas 


| ‘20th 6-Month Net 
Up To $5,233,009 





Film During Toronto Expo 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 

Nat Taylor has the Canadian 
rights to the never-seen-in-America 
Charlie Chaplin feature, “A King| Net of $5,233,009 for the 26-week 
in New York.” He's opened his | period ended June 28, 1958, was 
nabe’s arter, during current Cana- | reported yesterday (Tues.) by 20th- 
dian National Exhibition, timed to | Fox. Total amounts to $2.29 per 
catch American and Canadian tour-| Share and compares with a net of 


ists. He’s also running paid ads $4,069,865 or $1.54 per share for 
in Buffalo, N. Y., newspapers to | 





ney at Albany, 


attract the curious to Toronto, 


Taylor operates 60 theatres in| 


Ontario but so far has limited his 
handling of the Chaplin film to the 
annual expo here His distribu- 
tion setup is International Film, of 
which he's president. 


Chaplin feature is being 
screened this week for bookers of 
Famous Players (626 Canadian 


theatres) and Rank’s Odeon chain 
(160 situations) and it remains to 
be disclosed whether the spoof on 
the United States will be circuited 
in this Domonion. 

Taylor apparently stole a march 
on Canadian competitors by closing 
a deal for Canadian distribution 
rights with Chaplin and his world 
distribution representative, Miss 
R. M. Ford, with the Taylor deal 
for Canada closed in Paris where 
Nathaniel Taylor and his wife, 
Yvonne, were on holiday 


| the same period in 1957. 

The company declared the quar 
terly cash dividend of 40c per 
share, payable Sept. 27 to stock+ 
holders of record Sept. 12, 1958, 
Second quarter earnings were 
$3,085,297 against $1,898,185 last 
year. 
| Earnings for the 26 weeks ended 
| June 28, '58, were after provision 
| of $4,756,000 for income taxes, 


Prod. Extras to Give Facts 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| Screen Extras Guild has asked 
| its members to report any contract 
| violations, averring some members 
| are derelict in such reports. 

SEG relies on members’ notifica- 
tions in order to “catch any would- 
be chiseling representatives of em- 
ployers,” the guild said. 
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Problem of Bout’s ‘Pass-Outs’ 


Albany, Aug. 26. 


To prevent any possibility of “smart guys” using stubs of their 


$3.50 admission tickets for last 


week’s Patterson-Harris heavy- 


weight championship bout on TelePrompter’s closed circuit, to 


walk out and bring in friends “on 


the cuff,” Fabian’s Palace in Al- 


bany set up a special “pass out” arrangements. The theatre doors 


opened at 8 p.m., but the fightcast did not start until 11. 


This 


meant that many patrons took advantage of Pass-out privileges. 
A large lobby sign cautioned ticket holders to keep their stubs. 


A table to handle pass-outs was 


placed near exiting doors, with 


George Lourinia (regular manager of the circuit's Saratoga Drive- 


in, Latham). in charge. 


, He required -passers-out to turn in their stubs, giving them a 
refund pass” in exchange. When they re-entered, the passes (of 


which notations were made) were 
returned to the original holders. 

This arrangement—sometimes 
man from entering with several 


turned back, and the stubs were 


used at drive-ins—prevented a 
friends, later picking up their 


stubs, leaving the theatre and coming back with “outside” acquaint- 
ances—on the strength of the stubs in their hands. Manager Bill 
with established the Palace’s “block off.” 

A high point in phenagling at Albany fightcasts was reached sev- 
eral years ago, at the then Grand (since demolished), when counter- 


feit tickets turned up. 











Resumed Mexican Barter With Europe 
Seen Ultimately Adverse To US. 


By ELVIRA T. MARQIS 
Mexico City, Aug. 19. 

Mexico's new foreign film trade | 
policy which was _ initiated by | 
Jorge Ferretis, head of the Direc-| 
cion General de Cinematografie 
(equivalent to MPEA), is begin-! 
ning to pay off for the Mexicans | 
but is hitting U.S. film exports to 
Mexico 

According to Ferretis, Mexico 
imported in 1957 approximately 
188 American films whereas this 
year they will buy only about 
130. Despite this sharp drop, how- 
ever, American pictures will still 
amount to at least 1/3 or more of 
the total of films Mexico expects | 
to exhibit during 1958, Ferretis| 
points out. } 

The slackening in the import of 
American films appears to be due, 
largely because Mexico has again 
opened up trade with the European 
film market, on which Ferretis had 
clamped an embargo in 1955. This 
move had been in accordance with 
his policy to only buy foreign films 
from countries who in turn buy 
Mexican _ pictures. And _ before 
1955, Spain had been the only 
European country to do so. The 
United States and the Argentine 
were the only two other countries 
that would accept Mexican produc- 
tions, he contends. 

Ferretis’ policy calls for a film- 
for-film trade, enforced on all 
countries but the United States and | 
Great Britain. Agreements have 
already been signed with France| 
for an equal exchange of -23 pic- | 
tures: with Germany for 20; with 
Austria for 10; Spain 8; Italy 4. 
Other agreements are in the pro- 
cess of being signed, Ferretis says. 

One of the reasons which ex- 
empts the United States from 
Ferretis’ rigorous demands is the 
fact that Mexico still produces 
by far fewer movies than it im- 
ports from Hollywood. Last year, 
for example, Mexico produced all 
told 94 features while it bought 
188 from the States 

Then, too, America always has 
been and still is the biggest cus- 
tomer the Mexican film industry 
has. And, since the enormous in- 
flux of Puerto Ricans to New York, 
Mexican films are doing bigger and 
better business in the United) 
States than ever, Ferretis states. 

He also expresses his satisfaction 
over the fact that “the English 
speaking population in the States 
is beginning to attend Mexican 
movies. To promote this newly 
awakened interest, Mexico has just | 
started to dub some of its A pro- 
ductions into English, he says. | 
The average cost of dubbing a fea- | 
ture comes to approximately $10,-' 
000 in American money. } 

The reason why Ferretis has | 
made a special quota arrangement 
with Great Britain for film import- | 
export is, that the Rank Produc: | 
tions in England have agreed to} 
dub themselves both, the English 
films they send to Mexico and the 
Mexican pictures they import. The 
agreement calls for 15 British films | 
against 5 Mexican films. } 

Most trade agreements made so- | 
far have been the direct result of | 
Mexico's participation in interna- 
tional film festivals, says Ferretis. 

He also comments that Mexico | 
has no specific trade agreement 
with the USSR or its satellites. As | 
Mexico will not accept films with | 
political tendencies from any coun- 








try, there havé been few pictures 
to import from the communist na- 
tions until now, he remarks. 


ico so far have been, “Othello,” 
“Don Quixote” and “The Russian 
Ballet.” 


New Suit Seeks 
Liquidation Of 





Republic Pics 


Dissolution of Republic Pictures 
Corp. and appointment of a re- 
ceiver pending its break-up is 


sought in a minority stockholder | 
_ 


suit brought last 
Supreme Court 


N 
share- 


week in 
A Rep 


| holder since 1954, Abraham Meltz- 


er charged that the management 
of prexy Herbert J. Yates 
caused the company to reach the 
point where it is “no longer in the 
business of making motion pic- 
tures.” 

Yates, according to papers filed 
by attorney Louis Kipnis, has 
working control of the firm 
through owenrship of 74,469 shares 
of common stock coupled with 
holdings of his family. By means 
of such control, suit contends, 
Yates has been operating the com- 
pany as a “private” business. 
Moreover, it’s claimed, six of the 


| 11 directors own none or less than 


400 shares. Bernard E. Smith Jr. 
is named as the only board member 
not subservient to Yates’ alleged 
domination. 

Court is being asked to “direct and 
require” that the Rep board take 
all proceedings necessary to achieve 


|the company’s dissolution because 


the “Yates-dominated” majority of 
the board “willfully and recklessly” 
refuses to adopt a dissolution res- 


olution. This refusal is alleged to be | 
pur- | 


grounded upon the “selfish” 
pose of enabling the Yates family 
to “enrich and aggrandize” them- 
selves at the expense of Rep. 
Meltzer, who is a certified pub- 
lic accountant, asserted that Yates’ 
activities justify dissolution since 
no dividends had ever been paid 
on the common stock. In addition, 


| he cited Rep’s net loss of $1,362,420 


for fiscal 1957 after a credit of 


| $500,000 recoverable under the in- 


come tax laws. Action also raps 
Yates’ salary contracts as being in 
excess of reasonable compensation 


and charges the exec with pressur- | 
ing the company to star Vera Ral- | 


ston (Mrs. Yates) in 20 films from 
1942 through 1954. These pictures 
were described as “financial fail- 
ures.” 





SHIFT POSTS IN AUSTIN 
Austin, Aug. 26. 

In recent changes at 
houses of Trans-Texas theatre cir- 
cuit, George (Rip) Reynolds be- 
came manager of Texas, replacing 
University of Texas graduate 
drama student Jim McLarty. 

Fred Morsbach, whose brother, 
Glenn, manages the Chief and Bur- 
net, Trans-Texas ozoners here, be- 
came manager of the Capitol.’ He 
replaced Jimmy Nunnery. 


Interstate Circuit Sez 
Houston Streets Not 
For Pay-See Cables 


Houston, Aug. 26. 
The city’s right to grant fran- 





The | 
only USSR pictures shown in Mex-! 


has | 


Austin | 


|chises to private firms for use of 


public streets as right-of-way for | 


| pay tv cables was questioned by the 
Interstate Theatre Circuit Inc., and 
the operators of KTRK-TV, the 
Houston Consolidated Television 

| Co. 

| The question was posed in sep- 

| arate petitions turned over to the 


| City Council. No action was taken. | 


Cutrer, the petitions were referred 
to the City Legal Department for 
| an opinion. 
| City Attorney Richard Burks said 
\it might take some time—possibly 
as long as two or three months—to 
| fully brief the matter. The Public 
| Service Department has set a pub- 
lic hearing on proposed franchises 
for Sept. 4. 

Interstate Circuit operates 
houses here. 


| At the suggestion of Mayor Lewis 


10 





Pretty Good in Atlanta 
Atlanta, Aug. 26. 

Loew’s Grand Theatre took in 
$5,800 for closed circuit telecast 
of Floyd Patterson-Roy Harris 
heavyweight championship bout 
week ago Mon. (18). Some 1,800 
fans (Grand has 2,040 seats) paid 
$5 for loges and $3.50 for rest of 
seats. Gamblers put their dough 
on Champ Patterson, but Texas 
boy from Cut 'n’ Shoot was pop- 
ular favorite. Telecast, sponsored 
by TelePrompTer, gave better 
quality picture this time than it 
was for Basilio-Robinson go, which 
packed Grand. This was attributed 
to better type cameras. 


Both newspapers, p.m. Journal 
and a.m. Constitution, had sports 
writers at theatre and covered bout 
from that vantage point as well as 
interviewing fight fans. 


2 WIDOWS, SON SUE 
TODD PLANE OWNER 


Elizabeth Taylor, Mike Todd Jr. 
and Martha Cohn, widow of writer 
Art Cohn, last week filed a $6.- 
500,000 damage suit in N.Y. Fed- 
eral Court against the three firms 
that owned, operated and con- 
trolled the plane on which Todd 
Sr. and Cohn met death March 22 
near Grants, N.M. 


Named defendants are Ayer 
Lease Plane Inc., owner of the ill- 
fated Lockheed Lodestar; Trade- 
Ayer Inc. of Linden, N.J., and the 
Michael Todd Co., Inc. It's 
charged that these three companies 
were negligent in the management, 
maintenance and control of the 
plane. 

Although the Michael Todd Co. 
is controlled by Miss Taylor, the 
showman’s widow, and Todd Jr., 
it may be sued as an individual 
| even by those who hold a majority 
of its stock. Action also claimed 
that the impresario was in good 
health and had a high earnings 
expectancy, 


OWEN TOASTS HOULIHAN 


j 














Original ‘Sponsors’ 


Albany, Aug. 26. 


| 


It Sports Exempt From Antitrust 


It May Help Pay-See, Sez Celler 





Technically Flawless 
According to TelePrompter, 
the closed-circuit theatre te'e- 
cast of the Floyd Patterson- 
Roy Harris - heavyweight cham- 
p onship fight last week went 
off for the first time without 
a single technical error in the 
entire network operation. 
Results are credited to the 
pre-planning by the company’s 
engineering department under 
the direction of veepee Hubert 
J. Schlafly Jr., according to 
TelePrompter prexy Irving B. 
Kahn. The company utilized 


1,000 engineers throughout the | 


country the night of the 


event. 


Louis R. Lurie 
Fresh Out From 
Under Film Biz 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
A hint of Frisco capitalist Louis 
R. Lurie’s current attitude toward 
film stocks—and especially Loew's 
—came out of the $8,000,000 Em- | 
bassy antitrust trial before Federal 


on 








| Judge Edward P. Murphy here 


| 


The Judge wanted to check 
Lurie’s possible bias and asked: 

“Do you own any stocks or do 
you have any financial interest in 
any of the companies which are 
being sued here?” 

A.—I do not know who is sued. 
As a matter of fact, I have no in- 


| terest in this case one way or the 


Names Promoted Exchange Exec’s 


The sentimental side of a fierce-| 


ly competitive business showed 
here at the testimonial dinner to 


Don Houlihan, departing to head | 


Paramount's Boston exchange. The 
occasion induced Hugh Owen, Par 


| veep, to leave his Manhattan lair | 


/and come along with Par Eastern 
Division Manager E. C. De Berry. 


Owen looked back to his first) 


hiring of Houlihan from 20th-Fox 
for the Albany post from which he 
|} has now graduated. Why had he 
(Owen) picked Houlihan? 

Owen pointed to a guest on the 


| 


dais—George Lynch, chief buyer | 


|for Schine Theatres —- and men- 
tioned him and the late Ted 
|O’Shea, then a Paramount sales 


official, as pitching for Houlihan in | 


1951. Owen spoke of O'Shea as 


“our beloved’; added, “God rest 


| his soul.” 
| “I am very proud for my com- 
pany, and very happy for myself, 
| that I followed their advice,” Owen 
stated. He lauded Houlihan's 
|“awareness of the conditions that 
}exist in our industry today” and 
his ability to “meet them.” 
Albany’s Variety Club will hold 
its annual Golf Day at the Shake: 


| Ride Country Club, Sept, 8. 


other. 

Q.—Do you own any interest, 
financial or otherwise, in Loew's 
Inc.? 

A—lI did but I sold all my 


shares recently. 

Q.—Warner Brothers Pictures? 

A.—I had many thousands of 
that but I sold it. I think it is all 
sold but 50 shares. 

Q@.—Do you have any interest in 
20th-Fox Film Corp.? 

A.—The Louis R. Lurie Founda- 


tion, I believe, has 500 shares of 
that 

Q@.—The National Theatres 
Corp.? 


A.—I think 500 of that, through 
the split. 

The Judge then took Lurie 
through the rest—Columbia, Uni- 
versal, RKO, UA and Paramount— 
and Lurie said no, winding up: 

“None, but I have owned stocks 
in all the companies you have men- 
tioned, by the way, at various 
times, but I have not owned stock 
in those for years.” 


NEW HAVEN EXCHANGE 
WINS METRO MOSTEST 


Metro’s New Haven exchange 
emerged as the winner of the com- 
pany’s “Back on Top in '58” sales 
drive, according to sales chief 
John P. Byrne. Phil Gravitz is the 
manager of the New Haven office 

The drive, which included the 
U.S. and Canada, covered a period 
of 20 weeks, starting Feb. 7 and 
ending June 26. 

Runners up were: second, N.Y., 
district manager Saul Gottlieb, 
managers Louis Allerhand and 
Harold Zeltner; third, Cincinnati, 
manager H. Russell Gaus; fourth 
Albany, manager Edward R. Susse; 
fifth, Detroit, manager Lou 
Marks; sixth, Toronto, manager 
Reg Wilson; seventh, Philadel!phia, 
manager William A. Madden. 








Paramounteers Circling 


Globe on Bass Drum 


Paramount global distribution 


|chief George Weltner and ad-pub 


|In effect, they’re off to tell 


v.p. Jerry Pickman are slated to 
embark on a global tour Oct. 1. 
the 
world about the upcoming pictures 
from Par and the company’s out- 
look as demonstrated by strong 
production investments. 

Weltner and Pickman will call 
on Par reps and exhibitors in nu- 


merous of the world capitals. ' 


| 

the 
|emotion bill in the head to make 
it lie down, Rep. Emanuel Celler 


| jects, 


i'avo'd antitrust 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
As the Senate was forced to kick 
“dead” sports anti-trust ex- 


(D.. N. YO was terming the meas- 
ure a product of a conspiracy be- 
tween baseball and pay-tv inter- 
ests, ‘ 

Celler quoted a letter from In- 
ternational Telemeter vice presi- 
dent Paul MacNamara to the effect 
that baseball would be willing to 
c@ into feevee as proof of his con- 
tention. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
killed the bill giving sweeping ex- 
emotions from antitrust laws, in- 
cluding broad powers to act in 
concert in banning radio and tv 
coverage, But Sen. Everett Dirksen 
(R., Ill.) popped up with the meas- 
ure as an amendment to a com- 
plete!y different bill. Such moves 


!ean work only if no Senator ob- 


because there is a Senate 
rule against amendments not re- 
lated to the bills to which they are 
attached. There were objections. 

Celler had pressed for a sports 
exemption bill in the House which 
would have forcefi the sports peo- 
rle to prove their practices “rea- 
sonably necessary" in order to 
prosecutions. At 
that time the powerful broadcast- 
ing lobby hadn't swung into action, 
and the House buried the Celler 
version in favor of what Cellev 
termed a “blank check” bill. 

The letter to Celler by Mac- 
Nemara_ cited the _ difficulties 
caused not only to minor leagues 
by free television, but also the loss 
in gate receipts for major league 
games. Coin-slot-tv, on the other 
hand, would add income to expand 
baseball instead of killing it off, 
MacNamara contended. 

Celler said MacNamara “let the 
cat out of the bas” and added that 
“the Senate Judiciary Committee 
has rendered a signal public serv- 
ice by tabling the blank check 
s~orts bill. Its passage would have 
provided a green light to pay-tv 
promoters and the c'ub owners to 
avree among themselves to outlaw 
the free telecasting of major 
league baseball games.” 


SLOW-QUEUE ANGLES 
AT SAN ANTONIO AUD 


San Antonio, Aug. 26. 

One of the largest crowds here 
in many years watched the closed 
circuit Roy Harris-Floyd Patter- 
son title bout on a Teleprompter 
screen. Long lines jammed the 
Municipal Auditorium an hour be- 
fore the fight and late fans waited 
before the boxoffice as late as the 
fourth round. Although an at- 
tendant announced the fight under- 
way none left their places in line. 
Some still bought tickets as late 
as the sixth round although they 
had been in line a half hour be- 
fore fight time. 

The auditorium crowd totaled 
4,000 when all the returns were in 
and the gross take was $10,642.50. 

The Texas total was 40,890 spec- 
tators and more than $180,000. 





| Dallas had 9,100 for $36,000 and 


Houston at three locations, 12,632 
and $58,000. 

Other Texas citiés included 
Odessa, 3,400 and $15,447; Fort 
Worth, 2,959 and $10,350; Austin, 
2,053 and $6,385; Waco 1,446 and 
$5,343 and Amarillo, 1,204 and 
$5,254. 


‘Pork Chop Hill’ Might 
Have Honolulu Preem 


Honolulu, Aug. 26. 

Sy Bartlett, producer of “Pork 
Chop Hill,” starring Gregory Peck, 
hopes for a possible special pre- 
miere showing of the Korean war 
film here late this year. 

A Honolulan, Tsugio Ohasi, is the 
réal life prototype for a war hero 
which is played in the picture by 
George Shibata. Ohashi'’s company 
commander in Korea, Lt. Joe Cle- 
mons, is technical adviser of the 
film. 

Bartlett, currently visiting here, 
said he'd like to have the special 
showing here as a courtesy to 
Ohashi. Film is set for United 
Artists release. 
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HERE'S JUST 


NO RESPITE ON THOSE 


HARRIS-SPARKED TV CHANNEL HEARINGS 








Washington, Aug. 26. 

The FCC and the tv industry 
may be rocked again in Septem- 
ber, according to staff members ot 
the House Commerce ‘Legislative 
Oversight subcommittee, following | 
announcement of renewed hear-| 
ings by that group beginning Sept. 
16 and continuing for two weeks. | 
While the hearings will start with | 
more probing into the Bernard | 
Goldfine business with the Securi- | 
ties and Exchange Commiss.o., 
three more tv cases are on tap, 
according to subcommittee chair- 
man Oren Harris (D., Ark.). 

Most sensational is apt to be the 
ease involving Pittsburgh channel 
4, in which charges are agaia due 
to be made, involving alleged Ppay- 
offs and illegal contacts with FCC 
commissioners. This case already 
achieved headlines some months 
ago with revelations that former 
FCC chairman George C. McCon- 
naughey had formed a law part- 
nership with the attorney for the 
winning applicant after voting his 
Way. 

MeConnaughey denied reports 
that he had been guaranteed $80,- 
000 for two years. He said the con- 
tract was to the opposite effect, 
that the former chairman ws to 
draw $80,000 in annual business 
before the partnership covld rome 
into effect. Within a few weks 
after all of this came to light, the 
partnership was dissolved. 

Harris also said the subcommit- 
tee would look into the Boston 
channe! 5 and Miami channel 10 
cases, But since both of these have 
been remanded by the Appeals 
Court to the FCC for hearings on 





4 
7 





Wheeler Exits NBC London 
To Be TV Chief of USIA 


Romney Wheeler, prexy of NBC 
International Ltd. with headquar- 
ters in London, is resigning to be- 
come chief of tv for the U. S. In- 
formation Agency. 

Wheeler joined NBC in 1950 and 
was London correspondent, net- 
work representative and director 
of European operations. He_ be- 
came prexy of NBC International 
itd. last year. There's no re- 
placement as yet for the NBC over- 
seas post. ‘ 


James Roosevelt Hints 
Congress Action Aimed 
At ‘Balanced Programs’ 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Stronger FCC control over radio 
programming will be pushed in 
Congress, according to Rep. James 
Roosevelt (D., Calif). Roosevelt} Records Transcriptions 





THE 
HONEY DREAMERS 


Arthur Godfrey Time, 
CBS AM and TV with Tony Randell 





Currently, 





FCC is doing to make sure radio) 

‘For Artists Th 
would also affect the other. or IS all 
systematic checks of radio station 


made public a reply by FCC chair- | Memt: ART WARD Direction 
stations are giving the public “‘rea- | 
sonably balanced” programming. | 
clear that regulations affecting one 

Roosevelt asked specifically, in | 
light of the holdup of renewals of 10) AM: Vallee 

On Ali: 

programming and whether the | Ottawa, Aug. 26. 
Commision feels it has enough legal 


Democrat’s inquiry about what the | | 
but the Doerfer reply made it quite 
stations, whether the FCC makes 
more for an artist than 100 radio 





man John Doerfer to the California Guters 3-eere MCA 
Roosevelt did not mention tv, 
licenses for several Atlanta radio 
“One television show can do 
authority to do it. 


programs,” said Rudy Vallee, in- 


“Romeo and Juliet,” 


Italo TV's Classical Specs 


Rome, Aug. 26. 


A series of nine classic dramas will be staged by RAI-TV, the 
Italian television network, during the next year. Local video's 
ambitious cultural kick will consist of once-monthly specials of 
“fundamental” texts of the theatre, each to be presented in RAI’s 
traditional Friday night drama slot. 

Cycle will be opened Oct. 3 with Shakespeare’s “The Taming of 
the Shrew,” to be followed on Nov. 7 by Schiller’s “Mary Stuart.” 

Other presentations are as follows: Sophocles’ “Antigone,” Dec. 
8; Moliere’s “Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” Jan. 16; Shakespeare's 
Feb. 6; Chekhov's 
March 6; Lope de Vega’s “Fuenteovejuna,” April 3; Goldoni’s “La 
Vedova Scaltra,” May 3; Giovanni Guraud’s “Gentiluomo per 
trarfSazione” (Gentleman by Transaction), June 5. 

Not known yet what actors have been set for the présentations. 


“The Three Sisters,” 








Chicago's Co-op ATAS Spe 


All Four Commercial Stations Join In on Half-Hour 
TV Academy Show Sept. 16 





’ —_— ° 

Nat’l Brewing’s Regional 
é ° 79 ’ 
On ‘Strikes ’n’ Spares 
A regional hookup was bought in 
the south-central U.S. by National 
Brewing to televise “Strikes ‘n’ 
Spares,” a kegler stanza produced 
in Baltimore by Bert Claster En- 
terprises. What makes the deal 
interesting is that a regional brew- 


nine stations. 

Stanza was carried by the same 
sponsor last year for 26 weeks on 
WBAL-TV, Baltimore. But _ this 
season, on similar 26-week rides, 
eight other stations, in Washing- 
ton, Vi-ginia, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, will carry the show for 
the brewery. Show begins on most 
of the stations Sept. 8 and is set 
for a 7:30-8 p.m. period. 


‘You Asked for It’ Asks 





ery bought the program live ©” | biggest local tv’er ever staged in 


| this town. 





$1,500,000 From ‘Yours 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 

A half-hour spec in behalf of 
the Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences is in blueprint for Sept. 
16, as a collaborative effort of the 
Windy City’s four commercial sta- 
tions. With Ed Sullivan coming 
in to emcee the show—and Jack 
Benny, George Gobel and Dave 
Garroway making special tapes for 
the occasion—it could well be ‘he 


Show will be beamed on WBBM- 
TV’s channel, with Frank Atlass of 
that station as exec producer. How- 
ever, it will be using the crews 
and remote facilities of WGN-TV 
to pick up the banquet at the ball- 
room of the Sheraton Hotel. As- 
sisting Atlass will be Cliff Braun 
of WBKB, Bud Ellingwood of WGN- 
TV, Phil Bodwell of WNBQ and 
Barry McKinley of WBM-TV. All 
stations are donating talent, who 
will work gratis, AFTRA having 
given the project its blessing. All 
out-of-pocket expenses will be cow 


Doerfer pointed out that the 
Communications Act forbids cen- 
sorship of radio and tv program- 
ming, but added that the FCC be- 
lieves it has the power to hold radio 
and tv stations to programming 
: | promises made on their applica- 
case, subject of lengthy subcom- | tions for licenses. He said the At- 
mittee hearings, which blew the | janta license holdups were due to 


lid off the FCC, shook the tv in- that the promises had been 
dustry, and resulted in the resiz- | Goubt ” P 


i 2 ; er Rich- ‘ 
ad A. Mack, “The a= aoe Bret Roosevelt commented that, “the 
never got to Boston channel 5, de- | question still remains in view of 
spite frequent and pungent hints| this letter: does 
that the staff had evidence of | need a more direct instruction that 
wrongdoing, but presumably would | Congress feels the American public 
now want to wait for the FCC to/|is entitled to reasonably baianced 

presentations from the radio sta- 


A ‘ j dered 
re a a tions? I think the answer is clearly 


Harris has said in the past t»at nial 


subcommittee information on file 
‘BRAINS & BRAWN’ 


whether there were violations cf 
law sufficient to warrant cancella- 
tion of licenses, it is presumed that 
the subcommittee will not probe 
too deeply at this stage. 

It was the Miami chanrel 10; 











indicates that as many as 25 of | 
the most important tv stations in| 
the nation could have their ii- 
censes put in jeopardy a = 
committee pursues its probe. An Pein a ; 
he promised a tenacious pursuit.| The “Brains and Brawn” show, 
Aside from those already men-| Which played the Paris video out- 
tioned, Miami channel 7, and ty | lets under the Gallic billing of 
stations in such cities as St. Louis,| “La Tete et Les Jambes,” and 
Indianapolis and Fresno have been | which bows in on NBC-TV Satur- 
spoken about in these terms by | day, Sept. 13 at 10:30 p.m., will 
subcommittee staff members. | call for two emcees and two direc- 

With only two weeks set for the | tors. Liggett & Myers is the spon- 


September hearings and with the | S°°- 





the Commnission | 


A TWOFER SETUP «: 


loquacious Bernard Goldfine with 


Herb Moss, producer of “Brains 


| terviewed by Joyce Davidson on 
| CBC’s nightly “Tabloid” tv gabber. 
| “Radio can still sell merchandise,” 
; said the megaphone man, but its 
| power is waning. Television is the 
| medium today.” 

| Vallee said he didn’t like to 
have to say such things about the 
| medium (radio) which had done so 
| much for him, but claimed strong- 
|ly it was video that reached the 
pecple now. 


had started to fame the “My Time 
|Is Your Time” boy reitarated an 
| earlier statement (2 CBC’s panel 
| show, “One of a Kind”) that Victor 
Borge had always failed to give 
| Vallee credit for discovering the 
| comic’s potential talent and, dur- 
|ing a nine-month period of man- 
| aging Borge, starting him on his 
| nitery and film career. 

Vallee also told Miss Davidson 
at, when he sang through a meg- 
| aphone in the pre-microphone days 
| (with his eight-piece band) he 
| closed his eyes because he felt 
foolish with them open. “It was ro 
gimmick,” he claimed, and went 
on to explain how he started the 
| “crooner” category of chanters that 
gave the “soft, untrained voice” 
| its big place in show business, cur- 
| rently upheld, he said, by Johnny 
Mathis. 


Listing the w.k. performers he | 


For Asking’ in L.A. Suit ered equally by the four stations. 


Point of the show is to intro- 
Los Angeles, Aug. 26. duce Chicago to ATAS, which enly 
Because their tv program, “Yours | recently began to organize a chap- 
for the Asking,” assertedly is “col-|ter. Toppers of the Chi branch 
orfully imitative” of plaintiffs’ own | feel the organization can give Chi 
seven-year-old tv show, “You! the feeling again of being bigtime 
Asked for It,” KTTV Inc., M. A.| in show biz. The tv spec, it’s hoped, 
Kitay and Jackie Lee Corp. are| will give ATAS the prestige it 
named defendants in unfair com-| needs to expand its membership 
petition suit brought in Superior| rolls here. At present, the Chi- 
Court by Wayne Steffner Inc. and | cago chapter has 200 members 
Cran Chamberlin, owners of “You | from the core of the indusiry. 
Asked.” |Goal is a membership of 500 by 
Complaint, which asks for an in-| year's end. 
junction and $1,500,000 damages, | 
claims that plaintiffs’ own tv pro-| 








gram, jaeeest by ABC at a than J P 9 
cost of $10,000,000 for more than! % 
seven years, has been jeopardized ® e ere all S 
and impaired by defendants’ use of 
“Yours,” which has caused ‘6 ° 
| “enormous confusion” both to gen- Omni Foursome 
eral public and tv industry. As a 

| result, according to suit, the plain- 

| tiffs’ existing contracts and} S. J. Perelman, having gotten 
| residual rights have been “sub-| his first bicuspids into tv fare two 
| stantially impaired.” | seasons ago with his “Goiden Age 
| Defendants have been ordered to| of Burlesque” on “Omnibus” and 
show cause why they should not| his appearance on “Seven Lively 
be restrained and enjoined from} Arts” last season, will repeat with 
presenting any program  under/| a quartet of plays about Hollywood 
title in question or one similar|on “Omnibus” over NBC-TV this 
which might confuse public with | fall. Exact date and cast are not 
plaintiffs’ own program. | yet set. 


his multitude of interests and deal-| and Brawn,” signed Fred Davis to; At eloser. “Tabloid’s” ; 
ings set to lead off, it is question-| handle the studio-originated end) percey Saltzman ene 
able how much digging Haris and | of program while Jack Lescoulie | he might have accomplished if ne 
his subcommittee will be able to| will preside over the remotes. Paul| only had self-confidence!” 

do into television in September. | Bogart has been assigned a studio | : 


But Harris recently asked and re-| director’s role and Craig Allen, | ac 
_BRESSLAW IN TIFF 


ceived an extra $60,000 from the | NBC sports director, will cover 
House for further hearings in both | both inside and outside events. 
Golfers Sam Sneed and Tom Bolt | 
| will put the preem show on the WITH GRANADA TV 
London, Aug. 26. 


September and November, 
elections. 
air from the PGA’s tournament at 
the Wingfoot Country Club. Major | Bernard Bresslaw, the comedian 


production headache of program is| who has leapt to sudden stardom 
$3,200,000 Gross 





after 





remote portion of athlete coverage. | the Granada tv series, “The Army 
Answer will be a standby champ | Game,” is involved in a dispute 
for each show whose sport can be | with the Granada people. Bress- 
studio-demonstrated. 


the possibility of “rainouts” killing | by playing Private Popplewell in 


‘Nelson Rockefeller As | 


RTES First Speaker 


Nelson, Rockefeller, Republican | 
Party's gubernatorial candidate in| 
N. Y., will be the first speaker this 
season of the Radio & Television 
Executives Society's (RTES) month- 
|ly luncheons. His topic on Sept. 10 
| will deal in part to the role of 
oe in the economy of 








| In a series of appointments, 
|Richard M. Pack, Westinghouse 
|Broadcasting Co. v.p., was named 
| program chairman of RTES: Sam 


On Paar, ‘Today’ 


| law, anxious not to be typed, does |CO0ke Digges, WCBS-TV, N. Y., 





Since Aug. 1, NBC-TV’s “Today” | 
and “Jack Paar Show” gare 4d 
sufficient new and renewal biz to’ 
give the network more than $3.-| , ‘ 
200,000 gross billings. Highepat WCCO-TV is boasting the dis- 
was a new 52-week order from ‘tinction of being the first North-| 
DuPont for 160 participations on | West tv station to put in use the | 
“Today” and 21 participations on|"€W Ampex videotape recording 
“Jack Paar Show.” | system which permits instantane- | 

Other new biz came from Na-| 9US recording of both a video pro- 
tional Presto Industries, Bulova|%™@m’s picture and sound for a 
Watch, Sandran Floor Coverinzs !ater date playback. 
and Stark Brothers Nurseries. Re-| It’s identical to the system which 
newals were from General Foods, , the CBS has been using for the 
Norelco Shavers and Jackson and past three years. WCCO-TV is the 
Perkins. | local CBS outlet. j 


not wish to return to the series|S€meral manager, round tables 

|when it takes the air again next Chairman; Sidney N. Berry, exec 

WCCO-TV Goes Ampex | month, \producer, production workshop 
, | Granada claims that it h chairman; Robert Teter, v.p. 

Minneapolis, Aug. 26 : ongges as a COn- deters. Griffin, W dw . 

’ - “0. | tract with Bresslaw and still hopes , oodward | Inc., 


to see him when rehearsals begin. 
Bresslaw has asked Granada to 
withdraw a statement that it had 
not been told of his intention of 
dropping out of the series, 
Meanwhile, a new comedian of 
a similar type to Bresslaw has been 
cast in the coming series. He is 
Ted Lune and he will play a char- 
acter which, Granada says, is noth- 


ing I'ke the role Bresslaw made |Communications Counselors, chair- | to 


fanious. 


|chairman of time buying and sell- 
ing seminar; Michael R. Santan- 
gelo, Westinghouse Broadcasting 
|public relations director, chairman 
of public relations committee: Ed- 
}ward P. Shurick, Blair TV, chair- 
;man of roster yearbook committee; | 
|Lloyd Venard, Venard, Rintoul & 
|McConnell, chairman, tables sub- 
jScription; and Murray Martin, | 





‘man of publications committee, 


Perelman will dramatize four of 
his stories, “And Thou Beside Me 
Yacketing in the Wilderness, 
“Physician, Steel Thyself,” ‘‘Dan- 
ger — Moulting Plumage” and 
“Rent Me And I'll Come to You.” 
Bob Saudek, producer of the “Om- 
nibus” series, says the Perelman 
offerings will be telecast under the 
heading: “Malice in Wonderland: 
Four Hollywood Cameos.” 

Meanwhile, Saudek has also been 
casting the “Omnibus” program 
for December with Gene Kelly as 
commentator and dancer in a study 
tagged, “Dancing Is a Man's 
Game.” Already set as male “danc- 
ers” for the occasion are Mickey 
Mantle, Sugar Ray Robinson and 
Frankie Gifford, the Giants’ half- 
back. 


McGredy’s WBC Slot 


Robert M. McGredy has been 
named national tv sales manager 
of the Westinghouse Broadcasting 
Co., replacing Thomas Judge, who 
has resigned. 





McGredy, whose appointment 
was effective Monday (25); was for- 
mer sales manager of stations 


WTOP, Washington, and WPAT, 
Paterson. He will report directly 
Alexander W. Dannenbaum, 


| WBC veepee in charge of sales. 
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NBC TINT WOWS ’EM IN EUROPE 











CBS: ‘Look At Us! 


CBS-TV’s “never had it so good” status hit peak proportions 
this week when the stock hit a hot 3514 on the N.Y. Exchange. 


| A | HIT AT C Q d 
The Wall St. upsurge followed in the wake of the recent CBS earn- 
ings statement for the first six months of '58, showing an alltime 


~ On Five-Week Notice? If So, NBC'l 
high net income of $12,521,900, a 20% hike over the previous year. | 


What makes it particularly hot indust is the fact that tl 2 | Pull Off N t tT i k fy 
ularly hot industry news is the fact that the By GEORGE ROSEN | @a es ric 0 ear 


networks, notably CBS in this instance, find that they can not only 
Brussels, Aug. 26. 
If NBC can pull it off it will 


“live” within a recessive economic climate (as witness the flock 2 
of open time segments), but actually can adjust operations to Color tv is killing ‘em at the 

Brussels Fair. | prove to be the neatest tv trick of 
| this year or any other year. 


achieve peak profit performance. ° : . 
Jack Crutcher’s “Operation Piermont Vs. Piermont 
Specifically it concerns the forth- 


P ’ Tint” on behalf of NBC Interna- Stew Bliorment es | 
Vote for NBC The 1958-59 tional, by way of the State Dept., checked in at CBS-TV Monday coming “Ellery Queen” hourlong 
mes series, due to bow Friday nights 
. ‘ye e 
ampaign for TV Audience Buildup; 
b 


—_—__+ 




















is one of the smash for-free at- (25) after resigning from his 

i lgium’ -acre | er tie ~ ; é 
a m% Sevevends pater talent booking job at NBC to |8 to 9 effective Sept. 26. That's 
° | assume a similar role at Co- | only four weeks off (or exactly 36 


into t i 400-seat RCA-NBC | . 
rn away in one itene | lumbia as program coordina- days from the time the deal was 





lof the U. S. Pavilion. If the same; ‘°F is in something of a | finalized and NBC officially ac- 
lenthusiasm for NBC's prismatic | quandary. J ; quired the rights to the series). 
| video values as registered by thou. | As of last Friday, Piermont | Shew was negotiated without so 

y The 





was still booking talent for | much as a working script. 


sands of Fair visitors daily could | 





Bilby Reprises Gee-Whiz Promo 


NBC's huge arsenal of audience-+ 


building plans for the 1958-59 sea- 
son covering advertising, promo- 
tion, publicity and _ exploitation 
were made known this week to all 
affiliates and calls for saturation air 


campaigns, all-inclusive station 
promotional material, magazine 
advertising, network newspaper 
advertising and an updated co- 


operative advertising plan 

The all-out buildup for the com- 
Ing season's programs will be 
launched this month using as the 
campaign theme, “Vote For NBC.” 
Louis Nye, Don Knotts and other 
network figures’ will simulate 
political scenes to sound off on the 
fall and winter program talent. 

It is reported that NBC's on-the- 
air promotion will be more exten- 
sive than last year. Twelve differ- 
ent trailers designed to promote all 
shows are currently in the works. 
Trailers will get 422 exposures 
throughout the broadcast day with 
each trailer to be seen on 35 
separate occasions. Under the new 
film package plan, if a client orders 
a mailing of 20-second promo 
trailers to station, NBC will share 
the cost on a 50/50 basis 

It is also understood that NBC 
will supply statiens with more than 
59,000 kits, 102,000 mats, 102,000 
slides and more than one million 
announcements In addition, 
will present the stations with 
“Special Promotion Project of the 
Week” plan designed to offset any 
big-budgeted show hoopla that may 
be sprung by opposition networks. 

Mag Spreads 

Equally towering in NBC's bally- 
hoo campaign is the magazine ad- 
vertising schedule calling for some 
$200,000 in space expenditure in 
highlighting the daytime program 
setup. Furthermore, the fall pro- 
gramming structure will be ex- 
tolled in more than 75 ads in NBC’s 
owned-and-operated markets with 
every. big show getting display 
space in five key cities in approxi- 
mately 400-line ads. The mezzo 
tint process, first introduced last 
year, will be employed again. 

Also aimed at keeping its r 
audiences at the lowest possibl 

(Continued on page 4°.) 


N.Y. Dems, GOP 
Air Time Splurge 


Considerab!e coin was spent by 
both N.Y. Democratic and Repub- 
lican State Committees for air time 
on local and state networks this 
week. 

With Nelson A. Rockefeller now 
definitely the Republican candidate 
for governor, considerable more in- 
terest is being whipped up in the 
campaign. 

WNYC, Gotham’s municipal out- 
let, did thorough AM coverage of 
the major conventions and W BS- 
TV had special 15-minute reports 
direct from Democratic and Repub- 
lican convention headquarters, the 
first in Buffalo, the ‘second in Roch- 
ester. 

Walter Cronkite covered for 
WCBS-TV while Gabe Pressman 
and Frank Bovrgholtzer repre- 
sented WRCA-TV at the political 
gatherings. 


ivals’ 
e 








Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 


Attention mystery drama 
scripters! Ethel Frank, a: soci- 
ate producer in charge of 
scripts for NBC-TV's “Further 
Adventures of Ellery Queen,” 
is carrying $100,000 in her 
handbag. She's hankering to 
spend it on scripts for the up- 
coming Friday 8 to 9 p.m. 
| series under direction of ex- 
| ecutive producer Albert Mc- 
Cleery. 

Whodunits should be wafted 
| to Miss Frank at NBC, 30 

Rockefeller Plaza, N. Y. C. 

She'll operate out of Gotham 
| While other phases of the show 
| will be handled by associate 
| producer Darrell Ross on the 
Coast. 











Jerry Lewis Plays 


Safe, Turns Down 


~ KRCA Cuffo Stint 


it | 
a) 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Jerry Lewis exited the special 
half-hour show he had planned ‘to 
star in on KRCA last Saturday, 
| following a rhubarb involving NBC- 
TV and KRCA, its o&o outlet here. 
Lewis had been scheduled for the 
| KRCA show cuffo, idea being 
| would trailerize his date at the 
|Greek Theatre this week 
| But word leaked out via the 
| press that NBC-TV was irked at 
the KRCA date because it felt it 
might jeopardize a deal being final- 
ized for Timex to b.r. Lewis’ first 


When Lewis learned of this he 
asked NBC-TV about it, but they 
|denied being irked, but by this 
time the comedian decided not to 


go ahead with the show, that he| 


| didn’t want to mar his “pleasant 
| relationship” with NBC-TV where 
| he’s under contract. 
Lewis explained over the week- 
end: “I got off the plane from 
Honolulu Thursday, and someone 
handed me a Daily Variety. On its 
| front page I read NBC was irked 
| at my doing this show cuffo. I 
turned to my wife and press agent 
| and said it’s the last thing I want 
| to do. I will never do anything to 
irk them and mar our pleasant 
relationship. 
| “Now NBC-TV says it’s not irked, 
| but it’s f60 late. I would do noth- 


| ing to alienate our relationship. . .| 


| At least my show would have dis- 
| placed an old movie,” the comic 
kidded. 


H 


‘GULF OIL COIN SRO’S 
NBC-TV’S NCAA GRID 


With the signing of Gulf Oil for 
| one-fourth of the NCAA football 
games, NBC-TV has hung out the 
SRO sign for the nine gridiron 
| contests slated to start on Sept. 20 
and run through Dec. 6. 
| Each of the four bankrollers, 
| Sunbeam Corp., Libby-Owens-Ford, 








it | 


three NBC-TV specs of the season. | 


be transplanted onto U. S. shores, 
Gen. David Sarnoff's problems 
| would be licked. 

What makes it all the more re- 
markable is that Crutcher and his 
aides have thrown the whole thing 
together on spit. On a $7,200 pro- 
gram budget to cover the six- 
month span of the Fair, Crutcher’s 
| cross-the-board single-camera op- 
|eration is something of a show 
| biz-in-a-hurry phenomenon. Take, 
| for example, these vital statistics: 
| by Fair’s-end, more than 2,500,000 
people will have seen NBC-RCA’s 
brand of compatible tint. That's at 
the rate of 120 quarter-hour shows 

per week (far and away topping 
|}any schedule envisioned for U. S 


/consumption) and virtually all of: 


it live, except for cartoon fillers 
while stage and lighting are set for 


the next entry. That’s more tv 
scheduling than the combined 
| black-and-white tv operations 


throughout Europe. 
Lotsa Excitement 

True, these are no Clark Jones- 
Bob Finkel-Jess Oppenheimer pro- 
ductions (which are, these days?) 
but all things considered, these ad 
libbed, catch-as-catch-can day- 
after-day, hour-after-hour quarter- 
hour live vignettes have a special 
excitement all their own and are 
wowing ‘em here. Along with Walt 
Disney's 1l-framed motion pic- 
tures-in-the-round sideshow, which 
is poorly publicized and which one 
stumbles upon ‘by accident, tint tv 
is one of the major hits of the 
U. 8. Pavilion. In preparation for 
the time when Gen. Sarnoff de- 
cides on a fullscale “invasion” of 
| Europe, this preliminary tint tv 
teaser represents a big win for 
RCA. 

And on a $7,200 sixmonth pro- 
gram budget (and an overall op- 
erational budget of $700 a week, 
$600 of which goes into salaries), 
| how does Crutcher do it? There is 
| something of the pioneer spirit in 
the type of ingenuity put into play, 
one that, of necessity, is predicated 
on a_ beg-steal-scrounge philoso- 
phy. As his chief cook and bottle 
washer, Judy Frankel, an East 
Orange, N.J., gal who _ initially 
started out as one of the State 


from Crutcher’s secretary into a 


| combination on-camera Jinx Falk- | 


enburg, Arlene Francis and Fran 
Allison with her own 35 shows a 
week ranging from fashions and 
home economics to puppeteering a 


(Continued on page 40) 


No Cuffo Interview, 
| So BBC-TV Cools On 


Groucho Marx Series 


London, Aug, 26. 
Groucho Marx's. negotiations 
with the BBC to sell them his tv 
series, “You Bet Your Life,” have 
;jtemporarily broken 





interest. 

Reason for the coolness seems to 
| have sparked off when the BBC 
was unable to interview the Yank 
}eomic on his arrival. 


|free tv interviews. Interviews are 
| Groucho's .stock-in-trade and he 
| expects to be paid for them. Said 
|Dwan: “When Groucho gives an 
| interview it's a performance for 


Network outlets in metropolitan | Bayuk Cigars and Gulf wil! sponsor him, like Hope wisecracking or 
area also gave Liberal Party AM|a quarter of each telecast of the Belafonte singing. He expects to| body,” the network still has to 


and ty airing. 


'“Game of the Week.” 


get paid.” 


Dept. guides at the Fair, doubles | 


down. | 
| Groucho’s manager, Robert Dwan, | 
| says: “The BBC seems to have lost | 


Dwan ex-| 
| plained that Groucho does not do} 


the flock of NBC variety shows 
for next season. He’s now in 
| a spot where he's competing 
| with himself, for he’s been as- 

signed to the Garry Moore, 
| Jimmy Dean and Lucky Strike 
| CBS variety stanzas necessi- 

tating going after the same 
| people. 


ABC-TV Hits 969, 
SRO on Daytime 


Program Bloc 


ABC-TV’s daytime bloc of 60 
quarter hours now is about 96% 
sold out, with the probability that 
the bloc will be increased another 
+10 quarter hours weekly 

Coin inked to date 
about $373,750 weekly for 
time and talent. Under the reins 
of Jerry Chester, v.p. in charge of 
daytime tv, the net’s plunge in the 








represents 


gross 


daytime field is over the break- 
even hump. Black ink, under the 
plan, begins running for the net 


at the 50 quarter-hour weekly sold 
out level. 

Latest to come into the fold are 
Armour, Sunshine Biscuits and 
Reynolds Metals. All told there are 
13 sponsors lined up, the biz placed 
through a variety of agencies. Kick- 
off date for the daytime strips is 
Oct. 13. 

Programming set includes “Beat 
the Clock,” pencilled in at 12:30 
or 3 p.m.; Liberace, 1 to 1:30 p.m. 
and Peter Lind Hayes, 12 to 12:30. 
Hayes’ stint, though, probably will 
| be expanded to an hour, winding 
up ait 1 p.m. Chester is looking at 
six other properties for the week 
day strips. 

Joining the daytime operation as 
an exec producer is Julian Berco- 
vici, former manager of NBC-TV’s 
nighttime program operations. 


FOSTER & GREEN SELL 
ORIGINAL TO HOPE 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
“Made in Heaven,” an original 
story by George Foster and Mort 





Green, has been bought by Bob 
Hope for approximately $50,000. 
| with deal calling for the writers 


| to pen the screenplay also. 

| Hope bought the 27-page out- 

| line as a starrer for himself, to be 
made by his Hope Enterprises. It’s 


la contemporary comedy. William | 


| Morris agency negotiated the deal 
for the writers. 


‘Anybody Can Play’ Gets 
| Monday Slot for Salem 


“Anybody Can Play,” the quiz 
show in a summer run on Sundays 





at 8:30 over ABC-TV, has been 
|pencilled in for the fall and, 
berthed Mondays at 9:30 p.m. 


Salem Cigarets, currently sponsor- | 
ing the program, will continue as 


bankroller 

With the shifting of the Law- 
;rence Welk “Top Tunes and New 
| Talent” from Monday at 9:30 to 
Wednesday at 7:30, the 9:30 to 
| 10:30 Monday slot had been open 
}on ABC-TV. With the inking of 
| John Guedel’s package of “Any- 


come up with a show for 10 p.m. 


titular role hasn't even been set 
| yet. Aside from the fact that Al 
| McCleery will helm the 60-minute 
series, everythirg starts from 
|scratch this week. Thus the big, 


big question is ‘and there's an 
|approximate $3,000,000 program 
/commitment involved): Can NBC 


pull it off on such short unprece- 
dented notice? In contrast to the 
five-week “Ellery” working sched- 
ule, CBS took a full vear to prepare 
iis “Perry Mason” hour series. 
Nobody, but nobody, has delivered 
a 60-minute entry on such notice. 

There’s an even more ominous 
sidelight. NBC bought the show for 
Friday 8 to 9 in a bid to compete 


against CBS’ “Trackdown" and 
Jackie Gleason. But along came 
ABC-TV prexy Ollie Treyz last 


week and threw the “Walt Disney 
Presents” series into the Friday 
competition via switchover from 
Wednesday night. “ElJery Queen” 
has its work cut out for it. 

The .chronology is interesting: 
Six months ago CBS opened nego- 
tiations to acquire rights to 
“Ellery.” Three months later it al- 
lowed the option to lapse. Three 
weeks ago McCleery (ex-Matinee” 
and champion of “cameo program- 
ming”) asked NBC for his release. 
CBS made him a firm offer in 
writing. Then 10 days ago, NBC 
prexy Bob Kintner grabbed the 
rights to “Etlery” and McCleery 
was all set again for NBC on be- 
half of the new entry. 

Assuming it’s brought in on time, 
there’s another “ifty” footnote, 
McCleery plans to bring the series 
in for $55,000 a week. As hour 
series go, that’s rock bottom in any- 
body's book. The exec producer 
wants to use the cameo closeup 
technique. How that fits into an ac-. 
tion series is one of the more in- 
triguing wait-and-see aspects. 





Pontiac Specs 
Upped to Eight 


Pontiac, which originally 
planned to sponsor six specials for 
the fall season has upped the total 
to eight and is currently negotiat- 
ing with Gene Kelly to appear in a 
one-hour muscal to be filmed in 
Paris The automobile company 
via its agency MacManus, John & 
Adams is near to closing the deal 
with Kelly. 

The spec would be produced by 
Sheldon Reynolds for presentation 
next April or May. The televi- 
sion network has not been selected. 

Pontiac has already inked Victor 
Borge, Mary Martin, Phii Silvers, 
Perry Como and Ginger Rogers, 
| both for NBC and CBS specials. 
Thé seventh spec is to be produced 
by Roncom while the sponsor is 
searching for aneight show. 


NBC-TV’S 1ST TAPE 
PILOT ROLLS SEPT. 8 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

NBC-TV will make its first pilot 
on tape at the Burbank studio 
Sept. 8. Test show will star Ro- 
wan & Martin in a half-hour com-. 
edy-variety format. Charles Isaacs 
will write and produce. Only one 
so far set with the comedy team is 
Gretchen Wyler. 

Previous pilots by the web were 
} filmed away from the studio. 
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Jim Moran Deplores High Cost Of 
TV Cinematics in Chi Pullout 


a 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 

The high cost of blockbusters has 
brought an end to a beautiful (and 
once mutually lucrative) friend- 
ship. Auto dealer Jim Moran, the 
last of the big spenders in local 
television, has withdrawn his Mon- 
day night feature from WGN-TV 
and shifted it to WBKB, where he 
also underwrites a Friday night 
film. 

Moran pioneered cinematics on 
the cathede tube at WGN-TV, 
presenting the first video block- 
buster—the original version of “A 
Star Is Born’”—exactly nine months 
to this day (26). He is the firs< to 
admit his Courtesy Motors, 
largest Ford dealership in the 
world, was built by television. 

Moran's motives for leaving 
WGN-TV are described variously 
at the three sources, but one clear 
deduction from them all is that 
sole local sponsorship of Class A 
films in prime time may become an 
impossibility if feature film prices 
continue to rise. As WGN-TV's 
sales chief Brad Eidmann euphe- 
mistically put it, “The high-priced 
Monday night film will be more 
adaptable to national advertisers. 
Much of our top product is beyond 
the reach of the average local ad- 
vertiser.” 

Courtesy’s ad agency, Malcolm- 
Howard, denied that the prices at 
WGN-TV were over Moran’s head 
the has paid as high as $11,000 for 
a single night's blockbuster). Ac- 
count exec Hal Barkun said the 
move was made—“with no ani- 
mosity to WGN-TV"—because it 
would put Moran in a better posi- 
tion to get top features at normal 
prices (around $6,000) inasmuch as 
he'd be buying two features a week 
at the station. But at WBKB the 
story of the coup had more per- 
sonal connotations. It was in- 
timated too that the station’s film 
supply is of an even quality which, 
averaged out over the year, repre- 
sents a better buy today for the 
individual sponsor. 

Regardless the precise reason, 
fact remains that a solo bankro'ler 
of feature films too frequently finds 
himself paying dearly for a good 

icture when competition against 

im is running better and best. He 
gets forced into buying reruns or 
B-eraders. 

Barkun summed it up thus: “The 


feature film was once a very good | 


buy for an advertiser. Rut today 
every station has competi‘ ive prod- 
uct and prices are up as much as 
200° over what they were when 
we first started buying film. We 
need 52 pictures a vear. We pay 
high prices. And still we find our- 
selves competing tooth and nail 
for audiences. It’s hardly worth 
it anymore” 

Particinating sponsorshin of 
prime cinematics bv national snot 
advertisers is growing in the 
Windv City WRBRM-TV_ and 
WNRO cellc< them that wav entire- 
lv. WGN-TV has three underwrit- 
ten by sinele snonsors, the others 
being participationers, and WBKB 
likewise has three, counting the 
two Moran films. 


Scientification 
Shows Still Roll 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Four NBC o&o channels are 
negotiating with Comet Distribut- 
ing Corp. prexy for “Sateflite 
Police,” scientifiction vidseries. 
Stations involved in discussions 





are WRCA-TV in N.Y., WRC-TV in’ 
Washington, WNBQ in Chicago and | 


KRCA here. NBC outlet WRCV in 
Philadelphia bought the show for 
a three-year run last year. 

Deal is being closed this week for 
a vidpix series, “Report From 
Space,” Which scientifiction writer 
Ray Bradbury is selling to Kirk 
Douglas’ Bryna Productions. 

John Fulton will produce the 
half-hour vidseries, and Bradbury 
will write one out of every four 
scripts, also functions as story ed 
on the series, 


v 


Rock With ‘Shock’ 
Smaller stations are climbing 
aboard the “Shock!” bandwagon. 
Screen Gems signed up KMID- 
TV, Midland, Tex.; WESH-TV, Day- 
tona Beach, Fla; and KMTV, 
Omaha, Neb. These stations 
bought the original 52 horror pix 
initially released last September, 
as well as the more recent followup 
“Shock of Shock” package of 20 
pix. Double shock deals also were 
signed by WSFA-TV, Montgomery, 
Ala.; and WTVY, Dothan, Ala. 
Tally to date on “Shock” sales is 
147 markets and “Son of Shock,” 
68 markets. : 


WPIX Working Up 
A Pix Theme For 
Each Night of Wk. 


Indie WPIX, N. Y., is ushering 
in a new programming concept this | 
fall, devoting each night in the 
week for a different thematic cate- 
gory via the use of films. For ex- 
ample, Sundays will be family | 
night; Mondays, adventure: Tues-| 
days, sports; Wednesdays, mystery, 
comedy, ete. 

Station, in order to build suffi- 
cient vidpix product for the nightly 
thematic approach, has bought 20 
fresh series, giving it some 70 se- 
ries to draw from. Daily News indie 
is by far the largest buyer of syn- 
dicated product in the N. Y. mar- 
ket and one of the most heavily 
telefilm programmed stations in 
the country. 

The nightly thematic approach 
was evolved by v.p. Fred Thrower 
and his aides in an effort to build 
a distinctive image for WPIX in 
the highly competitive seven-sta- 








will be backed by a major ad-pro-| 
mot‘on campaign to let New York-| 
ers know what nights they can get 
the seven different programming 
cateyorics 

In addition to categories already 
mentioned, there will be dramas 
on Fridavs and cinematics on Sat- 
urdays. The thematic approach will 


5 p.m., the station will be non- 
commercial, its facilities being‘ 
employed by the N. Y. State Board 
of Regents for educational tele- 
casts. 

The vertical thematic approach 
will tap different audiences night- | 
ly, it’s felt. with the comedy fans 
tuning in Thursdays; mystery fans, 
Wednesdays, etc. 1n terms of pro-,| 
motion, too, execs feel it’s easier 
to promote a “night” rather than 
70 different telefilm properties, | 
spread all over the schedule. Also, 
importantly, it will be the only) 
station in the N. Y. market with 
the thematic nightly approach. Sta- | 
tion feels all these factors make | 
sense for luring advertising coin 

New product acquired by station | 
includes fresh production on 
“Silent Service.” “Whirlybirds:” 
off-network entries such as “Navy 

.”’ “Your Are There,” and| 
“Panic,” fresh syndicated product. 
such as “Col. Flack” and “Three 
Stooges.” 

Saturday “Movie Night” will con- 
sist of reruns of a 20th-Fox pack- | 
age, ABC Filia Syndication’s “Gal- 
| axy 20” group, etc. 











Gene Deitch Sets Up Org 


Gene Deitch, producer of the 
|Bert and Harry Piel commercials, 
| has formed Gene Deitch Associates 
jto create and produce animated | 
bee for tv and theatrical distri- | 
bution. 
Ken Drake, former exec pro- 
duction manager for UPA, has been 
appointed production manager of 
Gene Deitch Associates, and Al} 
Kouzel, former animation director | 
of Terrytoons, has been named} 
animation director. New organiza- 


| 


tion will be represented by Lang- 
worth Feature Programs in na- 
tional syndication, 





jlibrary .. 


|WNTA, Newark-N. Y.; 
|TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul . . . Dee- 


Oops, Wrong Pic 
San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
KTVU, Oakland, ran a film it 
didn’t own through a shipping 
mistake — film was labeled 
“God's Country” and station 
personnel thought it was old 
Warner’s feature, “God’s Coun- 
try and The Woman,” sched- 
uled for late show. 
About 160 viewers informed 
KTVU by phone it had wrong 
film. 


Robin Hood’ Top 
Japan Grosser 


Tokyo, Aug. 26. 

In whet should make it the top- 

earning filmed serial in Japan, Of- 
ficial Films’ “Robin Hood” was 
pacted anew in a deal tha! should 
net it about $25,000 in addition to 
the $31,000 it has already reg- 
istered. 
New contract has OTV in Osaka 
|as the key station in a circuit that 
| will also include outlets in Tokyo,| 
|Sapporo, Nagoya, Fukuoka and 
| Okayama. Of the 143 in the series, 
| 117 episodes have been shown on 
| Some Japan stations over last two- 
and-a-half years. Therefore, some 
will screen only 26 while others 
will beam the entire set. 

Unique aspect of deal is that it 
is first program to be pulled off 
one Tokyo station in favor of an- 
other. Show was running concur- 
rently on OTV and NTV in Tokyo, 
but when new contract time came, 
NTV insisted on including its own 
Osaka station. International Radio 
and TV Programs refused and 
NTV dropped the top-rated show 
which was quickly picked up by 
Tokyo's JOKR. 

IRTV also sold a series of 26 
“Decoy” films to OTV. 


Vidpix Chatter 


Michael Sillerman, exec vp. at 
Television Programs of America, 
returned from a three-week Mexi- 
can vacation ... Leonard Heidman 




















tion N. Y. market. The approach pwill serve as story editor for 


California National Productions’ 
“Fight” skein . . . Merchandising 
and licensing arrangements for 


Ziv s “Bat Masterson” on NBC-TV 
will be handled by California Na- 
tional Productions . . . Actress- 
announcer Zel deCyr did fivé tv 
spot commercials for Church & 


start at 7:30 p.m., with the previ-| Dwight Baking Soda... Paul 
ous two-and-a-half hours devoted Kwartin, v.p. of Associated Artists 
to kiddie programming. Prior to. ogg 


Enterprises, the merchandising 
arm of Associated Artists Produc- 
tions, will leave Monday (1) for a 
six-week trip to Australia and 
British Isles. Purpose is to set up 
Popeye licensing arrangements in 
both countries . . . Announcer 
Alien Swift did a series of tv ani- 
mated cartoon spot commercials 
for Kellogg. Allen did the voice 
of Jose the Coco Krispies Monkey. 
.. « WPIX, N.Y,, is slotting “The 
Three Stooges” from Mondays 
through Fridays, 5:30 to 6 p.m., 
starting Sept. 8... WFIE-TV, 
Evansville, Ind., bought the Trans- 
Lux Encyclopedia Britannica Film 
. Marion B. Folsom, 
former U.S. Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, ele ted to 
the beard of directors of Eastman 
Kodak Co. 

Andrew L. Gold has joined 
Transfilm as producer - director. 
Gold formerly had been eastern 
production chief with Warner Bros. 
More recently he had been produc- 
tion chief and staff director for 
Vidicam Pictures Norman 
Cissna, midwest sales manager for 


| National Telefilm Associates o&0 
| stations, ' 


has resigned, effective 
Sept. 5. Cissna, formerly assistant 
general manager of WTTV, Indian- 
apolis-Bloomington, has been the| 
midwest sales representive for | 
and KMSP- 


Service and Television 
of America have dis- 


Jay Film 
Programs 


|solved their agreements whereby 


Dee-Jay had handled all staff edi- 
torial problems for TPA ... Dave 
Bader, v.p. of Atlantic Television, 
is on the Coast . . . Eddy Manson 
has been signed as musical director 
for Falstaff Beer commercials . 


|Andrew Jaegar appointed eastern 


sales manager of Ziv’s regional 
sales division. Division, incidental- 


NTA Jumping on Variety of Fronts, 


Await D. of J. 


+> 


Ruling on NT Deal 





¢-K Pushes 2 More 


Gross - Krasne, 
put “Glencannon” on the market, 
is prepping two additional series 
in conjunction with Associated 
British Cinema. 

They are “Trader Horn,” and 
“Flying Doctor.” Initially, pilots 
will be made and if found satis- 
factory, shooting will be green- 
lighted for the remaining 38 epi- 
sodes. 


See Slim Chance 
Of SDIG Strike 
Despite Alert 


Despite the strike notice posted 
by Screen Directors International 
Guild (SDIG) against members of 
New York’s Film Producers Assn. 
(FPA), outlook looks good for a 
settlement. 

FPA spokesman contended only 





which recently 


+ With developments rolling quick- 
ly at National Telefilm Associates, 
here’s a scorecard on the com- 
pany'’s many fronts. 

1. Deal on the acquisition of 
| Telestudios, Inc., the live studio 
|in N.Y. fully equipped for video 
| tape, is jelling. Understand NTA 
| will buy out the principal Tele- 
| studios stockholders, with the lat- 
| ter accepting NTA stock for their 
| Telestudio shares. ° 


| 2. NTA’s United Kingdom 
branch in London is scouting addi- 
tional feature product for tv. Re- 
cently, it purchased “Devil in the 
Flesh,” “Rome, 11 O'Clock,” and 
“God Needs Man,” all of which 
have been dubbed in English for 
inclusion in NTA’s “Dream Pack- 
age.” 

3. NTA Film Network, with 115 
affiliate stations, goes on this fall 
as scheduled, with Vicks and A&P, 
picking up some of the tab. Other 


sponsors are being diligently 
wooed. 
4. National Theatres’ proposed 


acquisition of NTA has been 
spelled out to stockholders, with 
the boards of the respective com- 
pany’s recommending approval. 
| Proposal now goes before the De- 
| partment of Justice and other Gov- 





“minor” differences separate the | ernmental agencies for their views. 
two groups, and further meetings | Justice is brought in by the na- 
will be held over the next two) ture of National Theatres’, which 
weeks. One .stumbling block may) js a divorced circuit, and NTA’s 
be the reluctance of some members | affinity with 20th-Fox. Film com- 
of FPA to go along with the master | pany is partnered with NTA on 
agreement. The holdouts are main-|the NTA Film Network and has 
ly smaller tv film commercial pro-| been licensing its features for dis- 





ly, is holding a sales powwow this 
week, 


duction firms, where many of the 
directors are considered part of 
the managerial staff. But time and 
resumed negotiations may straight- 
en that out. 

SDIG posted a strike notice ef- 
fective Sept. 5, charging FPA’s 
membership with failure to ratify 
agreement worked out after seven 


months of talks with the negotiat- | 


ing committee of FPA. 

SDIG, an independent union, 
under the disputed contract, would 
have gained recognition as the bar- 
gaining agent for the first time. 
Members of FPA, also would have 
granted a union shop to SDIG. 
Basic pay scale for SDIG in the 
contract would range from $275 to 
$450 weekly for tv filming. 

SDIG claims to represent 300 


motion picture and tv film direc- | 


tors in the East. 


DET. ‘CURTAIN TIME’ 
NEARS A SELLOUT 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 

“Curtain Time,” package of 
“The Three Stooges” films and 
“Edgar Kennedy Comedies,” is 
nearly a sellout a week before it 
preems on WXYZ-TV in the 6 to 7 
p.m. cross-the-board slot, it’s dis- 
closed by John Pival, WXYZ's tv 
veepee. Lineup of advertisers in- 





clude a food chain, banks, gas com- ' 


pany and a clothing store. 

WXYZ was the first station to 
package the Stooges and Kennedy 
comedies. Stooges was purchased 
from Screen Gems and the Ken- 
nedy pix from Guild Films. Pack- 
age was announced by six full-page 
ads in trade publications and in an 
extensive direct mail campaign to 
national and local agencies. 

“Curtain Time” will be built 
around a live host. 


Pix Telementaries on N.Y. 





By British AR’s Ingrams 


Michael Ingrams, roving reporter 
for Associated Rediffusion, is pro- 
ducing four 15-minute “documen- 
taries about New York for tele- 
casting in Britain. 

Title of each quarter-hour will 
be “The Face of N.Y.,” accenting 
physical visual impressions; “The 
Hands of N.Y.,” with mass com- 
munications; and “The Mind of 
N.Y.,” a  look-see at current 
thought. 


Strip ‘Best of Shock’ 


A one week festival of horror 
films is scheduled by WABC-TV, 
N.Y., for the week of Sept. 8. 

Titled “The Best of Shock,” 
cinematics will include “The Wolf 
Man,” “Dracula,” “Night Monster,” 
“The Mummy,” “Frankenstein,” 
and “The Black Cat.” 








tribution by NTA. It’s unlikely 
that the merger would take effect 
|this year. In any event, the deal 
envisions present management 
|team of NTA to remain intact, with 
|NTA becoming a division of Na- 
| tional Theatres, the second largest 
circuit in the U.S. 

5. NTA’s syndication arm has 
“William Teli,” “George Jessel's 
| Show Business,” and “Walter Win- 
| chell File” as fresh product in the 
market, as well as its new pix 
group “Dream Package.” 

. Four Ampex video tape ma- 
chines have been ordered by NTA 
|for its o&e's WNTA, Newark-N.Y., 
|and KMSP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
|as well as NTA, itself. ; 
| 7 NTA settled its $18,006,000 
| damage suit vs. United Artists, As- 
|sociated Artists Productions, and 
others, for $2,000.000. At stake, 
was the controlling interest in 
| AAP, which has the Warner feat- 
lures and Popeye cartoons. NTA 
claimed a prior agreement for con- 
trolling stock interest ‘in AAP. 








TPA’s Top Level 
| 

Huddles on '59- 60 

Production plans for the /59-'60 
season will be mapped at a top 
level meeting after Labor Day by 
Television Programs of America. 

Slated to attend the confabs are 
Milton Gordon, prez; Michael Sil- 
lerman, exec. v.p.; Leon Fromkess, 
v.p. in charge of production, pro- 
ducer Robert Maxwell whose pro- 
duction company hasan exclusive 
| deal with TPA; and Al Ward, east- 
|ern program manager. 
Outfit, which ran about 27% 
ahead in grosses the last fiscal year, 
ended July, ’58, compared to the 
previous year, probably will have 
four syndication series in the 
hopper for next season. The initial 


one is due to be “Cannonball,” now 
|in production in Canada. 


WNTA-TV AMPEXING 
‘ART FORD’S JAZZ PARTY 


“Art Ford’s Jazz Party,” WNTA- 
TV, Newark-N. Y., is due for video 
taping and a splash in the syndica- 
tion mart. : 

The NTA o&o is slated to get its 
Ampex tape machine in October, 
when video tape recording will be- 
come possible. The 90-minute jazz 
show will be one among many 
which WNTA hopes to feed to the 
syndication route, as well as to its 
sister station, WMSP, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul. Incidentally, Westing- 
house picked up half sponsorship 
of the Ford show locally, with the 
company expected to use the show 
for heavy plugging of its hi-fi 
equipment, 
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Lotsa New Syndication Product 


Selling season in syndication for fall, which tags the big pitch 
on the network level, is marked by a host of skeins, fresh ones 
tumbling in the market almost daily. 

Roster now includes: “Flight,” “Danger Is My Business,” Cali- 
fornia National Productions; “Col. Flack,” and upcoming “Rende- 
vous” by CBS Film Sales; “Mackenzie’s Raiders,” Ziv: “New York 
Confidential” and upcoming “Cannonball,” Television Programs of 
America. “William Tell,” “George Jessel’s Show-Business,” Nation- 


al Telefilm Associates. 


“Bowling Queen,” ABC Film Syndication; “Rescue 8,” Screen 


Gems; “Citizen Soldier,” 


Flamingo; “Pursuit,” Telestar; “Divorce 


Court” (tape) Guild, “Glencannon,” Gross-Krasne. 

Additionally, there’s fresh productions on such established skeins 
as “Highway Patrol,” “26 Men,” “Silent Service,” with new pro- 
duction upcoming on “Sea Hunt” and “Mickey Spillane’s Mike 


Hammer.” 


In the rerun field, new series added to the large pool include 
CBS Film Sales’ “Airpower,” and official’s “Buccaneers” and “Sir 


Lancelot.” 











Wrather-British Telepix Combo 
Committed to $10,000,000 in Prod. 


New telefilm production-distribu- + 


tion outfit, Independent Television 
Corp. (ITC), organized by Jack 
Wrather and British interests, is 
committed to $10,000,000 produc- 
tion yearly, according to Wrather, 
ITC board chairman. 

Setup provides Wrather Organ- 
ization feeding ITC $5.000,000 in 
telefilm production, including at 
least two series for syndication, 
and $5,000.000 from British part- 
ners, Associated Television (ATV) 
and from other U.K. interests. Brit- 
ish interests also will supply at 
least two series for ITC's syndica- 
tion arm 


Walter Kingsley, ITC  prexy, 
also announced the hiring of key 
sales personnel He said ITC's 
sales organization will consist of 
40 execs throughout country before 
the year’s out. 

William P. Dubois, formerly with 
Ziv, was hired as ITC's general 


syndication sales manager; William 
Andrews, also formerly of Ziv, 
will head up Western sales divi- 
sion, headquartering in Beverly 
Hills; John Serraio, eight years 
with Peters, Griffin & Woodward, 
will work with Andrews in Los An- 
geles. Kirk Torney becomes sta- 
tion group division sales manager; 
John W. Kiermaier, formerly busi- 
ness manager of special projects 
department of NBC, will be ITC's 
business manager. 

Additionally, Len Warager joins 
ITC’s N. Y. sales division; John 
Ettelson will represent ITC in the 
middie Atlantic states; and Prem 
Kapur will cover the St. Louis 
area. Warager was with NBC Film 
Sales for eight years as both east- 
ern division sales manager and 


manager of sales planning and de- | 


velopment. Ettelson and Kapur 
are also from NBC Film Sales. 
Besides series to be made by 
the Wrather organization and Brit- 
ish interests, ITC will buy telefilm 
properties, off-network or existing 
ones, and engage in co-production 





}ran and his Robert Alexander Pro- | 


| 


Mae West Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Mae West will be starred in new 
vidseries tabbed “Klondike Lou,” 
now being readied by Steve Coch- 


ductions. 
Cochran will direct. 
Stevens is penning pilot. 


Syndication By 
Videotape 2 Yrs. 
Away, Sez Atl 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

WBBM-TV, while awaiting the 
shipment of a pair of Ampex video- 
tape recorders, has made it clear 
it has no illusions about amortiz- 
ing the cost of the machines by 
means of tape syndication. Not for 
the present, at least. 

Frank Atlass, program director 
of the CBS-TV o&o0, opines that 
attempts to peddle locally pro- 
duced shows on take are premature 
at this stage simply because not 
enough smal! stations own equip- 
ment for the plavbacks. Atlass sees 
syndication to amy appreciable 
degree as being at least two years 
in the future. He feels there are 
certain technical problems toe— 
such as splicing for commercials or 
coordinating tape and film, when 
the blurbs are filmed—that have 


Robert 





to be solved before tape market- | 


ing can be effective. 

For the time being, at WBBM- 
TV, Atlass intends to use videotape 
for better distribution of the work- 





| 


} 


; 


11 NEW SERIES ON 
5059 AGENDL 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


Telefilm production in Britain, 
after a season's lull, is due for an 
upswing, with no less than 11 
series either already set or up- 
coming. 

Stimulating the production 
curve is the tmportance of the 
British market to American vid- 
pixers, the market of Britain, Can- 
ada and Australia accounting for 
about 25% of a cost of a series. 
Making the skein in England or 
Canada virtually assures a Com- 
monmealth sale. 

Then, there are other factors. 
The unofficial British quota allot- 
ting only about 14% of the pro- 
gram schedule for the telecasting 
of foreign product, i.e. American 
telefilms, makes the competition 
for a sale extremely difficult. That 
quota does not apply under a co- | 
production arrangement betwe*n | 
American and British interests, | 
with filming done in Britain or | 
Canada. 

The question of whether it's 
cheaper to produce in Britain, com- 
pared to Hollywood, gets a mixed 
answer. First on the matter of 
residual payments to talent for 
reruns. The British unions, actors, 
writers, directors, get no rerun 
payments until the third run, when | 
they get one-third of the original | 
fee. But the rerun payments only | 
apply to telecasting in Britain. | 
There's a further provision that a} 
skein will not be rerun beyond the | 
third time around, again only ap- 
plying to Britain. 

If a British made series is ai 
winner in the States, without re- | 
run payments going to talent, the | 
producer has a comparative bon- 
anza. One such click is Official 
Films-Sapphire “Robin Hood,” now | 
being rerun in syndication, with 
fresh product bought by CBS-TV. | 
Unlike Hollywood product, “Robin 
Hood” is due for many reruns in 
the States, without that rerun fee. 

But there aren’t many “Robin 
Hood” examples. From the same | 
British-based Sapphire outfit Offi- | 
cial had a compartive clinker in | 
“Sword of Freedom,” starring Ed- 
mund Purdom. - | 








Again on the cost question: 
Studio facilities 
(Continued on page 38) | 

| 


in Britain are 





Geo. Gould Sez Ross 


All Wet on Kellogg 
Tape Blurbs Trouble 


Telestudio’s, Inc., spiked reports | 
that it's having any difficulties | 
with its video tape Kellogg com- | 
mercials seen Sunday nights on 
CBS-TV's “What's My Line.” 


George K. Gould, Telestudios | 


Networks’ Short-Term Deals On 
Telepix Will Invite Repeats Even 
Before Snow Is on the Ground 





It’s Now CBS Films 


Motivational research now en- 
compasses the title of a company. 
CBS Television Film Sales has 


long felt ‘ts moniker unwielding. | 


At first, the CBS subsid just was 
going to drop the word “Televi- 
sion.” from its title, figuring it su- 
perfluous. That was okay until! the 
Ph.D.’s at the net's research de- 


partment were called in. They ad-| 


vised dropping the word “Sales,” 
too, arguing that word in the title 
automatically sets up a resistance 
when a deal is broached. In two 
weeks, the firm officially will be 
known as CBS Films, Inc. 


Film Producers 
Ask Web Probe 
On Tape Move-In 


Film Producers Assn. of N.Y. has 
gone to the Justice Department, 
seeking a probe of tv network 
practices as they relate to video 
tape program and commercial pro- 
duetion. The anti-trust division 
was asked to explore possible mon- 
opolistic practices. 

FPA, composed of 35 producers 
in the east, heavily engaged in 
film commercial production, ex 
pressed fear to the Justice De- 
partment that the networks may 
“throw in” their videotape facil- 
ities for commercials, as an in- 
centive to sell programs or broad- 
cast time. Redress sought at this 
time, according to the FPA, was 
not prosecution, but an effective 
warning from the Justice Depart- 
ment. Nets’ interest in film pro- 
gramming also was brought into 
question. 

FPA representatives also pro- 
posed that a conference be called 
between interested parties. and 
that other groups involved, such as 
the various uvions, also be invited. 
FPA recognized right of nets’ 
video ‘ape ore-.ation, but warned 
against “illegal use of that right. 

Attending the meeting in Wash- 
ington, held Friday (22), were 
FPA's prez Nathan Zucker legal 
counsel, Herbert Burstein, Wallace 
A. Ross, public relations counsel, 
and for Justice, Robert A. Bicks 
and Maurice Silverman, of the anti- 
trust division. 

Counsel for FPA, which fears 
alleged illegal competition of nets 





load in the studios. Before tape, 
stations have had to concentrate 
all their production in the non-net- 
work periods. Now, says Atlass, the 
crews will be able to work in the 


deals with indies. 


»vez, issued a statement denying a|in video tape commercial produc- | 
report made by Wallace A. Ross,| tion, said he’s considering advisa- | 





Peok’s Choice; 


Bowie Hot Items 


ABC Film Syndicetion is rack- 
ing up some nice biz on its two off- 


network properties, “The Peopies| 


Choice” and “Jim Bowie.” 

On the Jackie Cooper starrer, 
regionals and sponsor leads were 
signed with Nucoa Margarine, Rival 
Dog Food, and Kroger. Nucoa 
bought eight markets, including 
WRCA-TV, N.Y.; WSB-TV, Atlanta; 
and KSL-TV, Salt Lake City. 
Kroger picked up the skein on 





studios while the web feed is com- 
ing in. Secondly, he thinks it may 
be possible to cut Gown the sta- 
tion’s weekend operation to a point 
at which it might be handled by a 


(Continued on page 38) 


Fox Western Studios 
Jumpin’ With 28 Segs 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Twenty-eight half-hour teiefilms, 
a record number representing $1,- 
190,000 in film, will be lensed at 
Fox Western Studios here within 
the next five weeks by Four Star 





WLAC-TV, Nashville; and Stop 'n| Films Inec., according to prexy 


Shop, WNAC-TV, Boston. 
Station sales include WMAL- 
TV. Washington; WXYZ, Detroit; 


and WDAF-TV, Kansas_ City. 
Majority of deals were for the 104 
episodes. 


“Jim Bowie” has been sold in 
about 12 markets, accounting for 
about a $300,000 gross to date. Re- 
newals on “26 Men,” now in second 


Dick Powell and production vee- 


| pee Frank Baur. 


Production record will be divided 


| among four series: eight “Wanted 
—Dead or Alive” 


stanzas; seven 
“Trackdown” and “Rifleman” epi- 
sodes; and six segments of “Dick 
Powell’s Zane Grey Theatre.” 


All four series being westerns, a 


year production, also are coming in record number of horses and guns 


at a good clip. 


| will be employed, too. 





public relations director of Film 
Producers Assn. Ross stated that 
CBS recently rejected tape-pro- 
duced blurbs from Telestudios, in 
a general swipe at nets for plan-| 
ning to take over commercial video 
tape biz. 

Stated Gould in rebuttal: “On 
May 22... we taped the first of a 
series of Kellogg commercials. The 
following day we took the tape 
over to CBS for playback on their 
machines. At that time we discov- 
ered that our video recording head 
was slightly out of “quadrature,” | 
causing the tape to play back 
somewhat less than perfectly. At. 
our request the client withdrew | 
the tapes and did the commercials 
live that week. Since then the con- | 
dition has been corrected, and we 
have been producing the Kellogg 
commercials on video tape regu- 
larly every week. There has never 
been any question of the network | 
refusing our tapes whether for| 
reasons of quality, union or gen- 
eral policy.” 


| 








More TV Film News 
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bility of introducing FPA’s com-| 
plaints to the FCC and other gov- | 
ernmental agencies. 


‘N.Y. Confidential’ Haven 


} 
| 





+ That the telefilm biz on the net- 


| work level is full of surprises for 
| this upeoming season again is de- 
monstrated on the deal made fer 
“Man With Camera,” partially sold 
to General Electric, Friday nights, 
9 p.m., ABC-TV. 

Offbeat feature of that deal is 
that GE inked for 15 episodes, with 
six repeats. If option isn’t picked 
|up by GE and yet-unsigned other 
sponsors, prospect is that reruns 
will start on show in mid-winter, 
way ahead of the summer rerun 
period. 

Reason Don Shdrpe and ABC 
Film Syndication, partnered in the 
venture, took such a deal was that 
GE had a fixed budget outlay for 
|the remainder of ‘58 and could 
only commit for the 15, plus six 
repeat formula, on a partial spon- 
sorship basis. 

The off-again, on-again nature of 
the “Thin Man" skein also has its 
| oddities. Colgate, after some shuf- 
fling, reshuffling and some hard 
| negotiations, has the show slated 
for its usual 9:30 p.m. slot on NBC- 
TV again. 

Metro TV is recasting the two 
leads, with Peter Lawford and 
Phyllis Kirk out of the show due 
to a contractual squabble between 
Lawford and studio. Lawford’s 
pact called for him to be picked up 
for 26 weeks, if his option were 
renewed. Inasmuch as Colgate, 
renewed series for only 13-weeks 
studio tried to persuade the actor 
to go along, but he balked: 

Consequently, the studio de- 
cided to switch leads, inasmuch it's 
a husband-and-wife team in the 
script, it felt Miss Kirk could not 
continue. Viewers might be puz- 
zied by the switch of Lawford 
alone. 

Other instances of short-term 
deals are Ziv's “World of Giants,” 
bought by CBS-TV in a 13-week 
commitment; and Screen Gems’ 
“Ed Wynn Show,” 14 weeks, NBC- 
TV. Both carry the usual option 
provision. Prior to this season, the 
pattern for telefilms had been at 
least a 26-week commitment. 

Another interesting aspect of the 
telefilm situation on the national 
level is the growing number of in- 
stances filmed shows are being 
used as participation vehicles. GE's 
buy on “Man With Camera” is not 
half, but “partial” sponsorship, al- 
most half. Sterling Drug bought 
one-sixth of CBS-TV's hour-long 
“Perry Mason,” 7:30 to 8 p.m. 

It’s expected that many of the 
last-minute buys on the net's will 
be media buys, i.e. participations, 
rather than pragram buys. 


MG's $4,000 00 
Renewal Options 


Metro TV, which has Leo the 
| Lion pix in close to 120 markets, 
has about $4,000,000 in renewal op- 
} tions from now until the end of 


For NY. Legit Talent: tee at the market deals were 


Wide array of legit thesp talent 
has found a berth in individual 
episodes of “N.Y. Confidential,” 
Television Programs of America’s 
series being shot in Gotham. 


List includes David Woods and. 


Ernie Castaldo of “West Side 
Story”; Ronn Cummirs, “Music 
Man”; Horace McMahon, “Say 


co Road” fame; Gerald Price, 
Scott Merrill and James Mitchell, 
all of whom played the Mac the 


Knife role in “Three Penny 
Opera; Eleanor Phelps, “Garden 
District;" John Lee, “Auntie 
Mame”; Vince Gardenia, “The 
Visit.” 


Also Will Hussung, “Cat on the 
Hot Tin Roof,” Jacob Kalich, of 
the Yiddish Theatre and husband 
of Molly Picon; Henry Sharp, “Oh 


less than library ones. The initial 
| sales splurge, when Metro's pre- 
48 product of about 725 films were 
|introed to tv two years ago, fea- 
tured library agreements. All told, 
| Metro has from 25 to 30 library 
situations, the rest varying down to 
| small packages. In the less than 
library situations, the licensing 
|deal in many cases runs from a 


| Darling”; James Barton, of “Tobac-| year to two. It is in these markets 


| that the renewal options are com- 
| ing due, with fresh Metro product 
| being pitched to those stations. 

To date, Metro features have 
grossed about $52,000,000 
| The foreign market, as_ yet, 
hasn't been touched by Metro TV. 
| The subsid cannot move until the 
parent company Loew's makes a 
policy decision in that situation. 
Canada, though, is in play, and 


| Metro TV is dickering a feature 


Men, Oh Women”; and Bill Har- | deal with a number of Canadian tv 


rigan, 


, interests. 





26 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 27, 1958 





Another Tale of Two TV Cities—Dems 
And GOP Eye Different Burgs for 60 


* 





Washington, Aug. 26. 
There's something new to con- 
nerves of the tv net- 


vulse the 

works: the Democrats and Repub- 
licans might hold their national 
conventions in different cities 
again in 1960. 


They did it in 1956—the Repub- 
licans meeting igw*San Francisco 
and the Democrats in Chicago — 
costing the webs extra expenses 
variously estimated at ranging be- 
tween $590,000 and $1,000,000. 

As of now, it’s an open secret 
that the Democrats are fascinated 
with the idea of holding their con- 
vention in Miami, where an audi- 
torium is being enlarged big 
enough to hold the political show 
and where every state delegation 
can be assigned to its own spic- 
and-span, airconditioned beach 
hotel. Top Democrats, with various 
gripes, have been complaining 
about Chicago since 1956. 

Republicans, on the other hand, 
were enchanted with San Fran- 
cisco, and are tempted to return 
in 1960. They would never pick a 
city below the Mason-Dixon, like 
Miami. 

Actually, no firm decision has 
been made—or is likely to be made 
for weeks and maybe months. The 
important development is_ that 
thinking is currently diverted into 
opposite directions. But the full 
impact of the tv lobby for staging 
both conventions under the same 
roof has not yet been extended. 

The latest word from the Demo- 
cratic National Committee is that 
chairman Paul Butler “hopes” the 
Democrats and Republicans can 
stage their 1960 conventions in the 
same city and that he “may” talk 
to his GOP counterpart, chairman 
Meade Alcorn, about it within two 
weeks. The two men meet for a 
debate in North Dakota Aug. 20, 
making a conversation possible 
then. 

Not only is it more expensive for 
tv networks when different cities 
are picked, but it is costlier for the 
two political parties. In the same 
hall, they can split 50-506 the bills 
for platform construction and for 
many decorations. It’s been estim- 
ated each party saves $50,000 in a 
one-roof situation. 

More cities than usual have al- 
ready bid for the 1960 conventions, 
including Chicago, Miami, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, 
+a Buffalo and Atlantic 
Yity. 

Actually, Buffalo and Atlantic 
City are out. Buffalo lacks the re- 
quired facilities; Atlantic City is 
bidding only for the month of 
June, too early for either party. 
Both met in August in 1956, but 
the Democrats will probably move 
back to July in 1960. 

While Miami has intrigued the 
Democrats the most to date, it has 
significant disadvantages. One is 
the race problems in a dixie city 
when many delegates are Negro. 
Another is Miami's extreme geo- 
graphical position, with a central 
city preferred. And, some of the 
hotels aren’t unionized, a sensitive 
political issue. 

On the favorable side is that new 
auditorium — and the fact that 
Miami has offered the most hotel 
rooms in quality and quantity at 
the cheapest price of any bidder. 

The GOP has one problem in 

(Continued on page 40) 


Congress Relents 
On FCC's Budget 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Congress bowed to the President 
and rammed through a bill con- 
taining funds to run the Federal 
Communications Commission and 
16 other Federal agencies during 
the current fiscal year which ends 
next June 30. The FCC had been 
regulating tv and radio during 
August only because of a resolu- 
tion which permitted the agencies 
involved to continue spending at 
last year’s rate during this month, 
alone. 

Regular funds had been in a bill 
vetoed by the President because of 
objection to a single item con- 
cerning the civil service. Congress. 
angered had threated to let all 
of the agencies run out of money. 
Somebody had to budge. The 
President didn’t. Congress did. 





- 


BUICK SETS HOPE 


Buick Motor Division of General 
Motors has purchased 13-week sat- 
uration campaign featuring Bob 
Hope on NBC Radio’s “Monitor” 
thus making initial use of the 
“Idea-Planting Concept” developed 
by Matthew J. Culligan, veepee in 
charge of NBC Radio, and Thomas 
McAvity, veepee of McCann-Erick- 
son, 

Object of campaign is to get 
Buick line message to motorists 
via “Monitor's” mobile audience 
and to familiarize public with the 
new tv and print themes. Buick 
will sponsor eight tv “Bob Hope 
Shows” during coming season. 

“Monitor” campaign will present 
Hope in a series of five-minute 
comedy routines at the rate of 10 
per weekend starting Friday, Sept. 
13 through Sunday, Dec. 7 


Leder Sits Tight 
On WOR Sked But 
Shuffles in Offing 


“Million Dollar Movie,” pioneer 
feature multiple exposure show- 
case on WOR-TV, N.Y., is virtu- 
ally certain to remain in the pro- 





takeover of the station operation 
by Robert Leder, now helming 
both WOR radio and tv. 

Leder, currently examining sta- 
tion’s film catalog, won't be ready 
to firm up new shows for awhile. 
Video outlet, until new program- 
ming is firmed up, will continue 
with its present format. 

Another possibility for the new tv 
log is a Tex & Jinx outing. Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg, now 
doing two stripped programs on 
WOR Radio, have given a prior op- 
tion to WOR-TV on any video stint | 
in N.Y. Leder also has held talks | 
with Mike Wallace and a variety | 
of sports promoters for fight tele- 
casts and other events. 

With Leder’s takeover, the tv and 
radio operations of all departments, 
excepting sales, have been consoli- 
dated under the overall WOR Di- 
vision. 

In the sales end, Burt Lambert, 
former account exec with WOR 
radio sales, has been named sales 
manager for WOR-TV, replacing 
Bill Dix, resigned. Dix had been 
a close aide of Gordon Gray, for- 
mer station manager, now a gen- 
eral exec in the parent company, 
RKO Teleradio Pictures. 

William McCormick will con- 
tinue as sales manager for WOR 
Radio, both McCormick and Lam- 
bert reporting to Leder. 

Heading up the combined pro- 
gramming operation in the newly- 
created post of director of program- 
ming for the WOR division is 
Robert Smith. He formerly had 
been program director only of WOR 
Radio. Barney Boyle, previously 
operations head for WOR Radio, 
will be in charge of the combined 
operations. 

Ivan Reiner will continue as pro- 
gram manager for WOR-TV. He 
and Boyle will report’ to Smith. 
Slater Barkenstin, formerly pro- 
duction supervisor for WOR Radio, 
has been named program manager 
for the AM outlet. Robert Hoff- 
man continues as director of sales 
promotion and planning for both 
outlets. Herbert Mayes has be- 
come the controller of the WOR 
division. 


Murray Secher to WWBS 


Murray Secher, who has been 
associated with Pyramid Produc- 
tions as production § supervisor, 
joined World Wide Broadcasting 
System as sales and advertising 
manager. 

WWBS, through its key station 
WRUL and its Inter-American 
Network, beams Spanish, English 
and some Portuguese programs to 
Latin America. Secher had been 
with Pyramid, producers of such 
telefilm skeins as “Decoy” and 
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“Big Story,” for seven years. 


ON ‘MONITOR’ SEGS. 


gramming reshuffle due with the. 


Top Dollar’ Appeals 
To Gov't for Help In 
Serial Number Switch 


Washington, Aug. °26. 
“Dotto” had no sooner dropped 
off network schedules with rumors 
of dissatisfied contestants and ap- 
peals to the FCC, than the CBS 
quizzer “Top Dollar” was revealed 
to have pulled a complete switch 
by coming to Washington for pro- 

tection against its contestants. 
Secret Service chief U. E. Baugh- 
man said that CBS had advised 
him that five contestants had 
cnanged serial numbers on dollar 
bills. on the theory that a little 


thing like a wrong number 
|shouldn’t disqualify them for 
prizes of up to $5,000. Some 


| clipped numbers from other dollar 


bills and pasted them in the proper 


| place, while others made pen-and- 
ink “corrections.” Some _ were 
good enough to make detection dif- 
| ficult, Baughman added. 

| Along the line os protecting CBS 
|from the over-eager contestants, 
Baughman issued a public ar- 
'nouncement to the effect that al- 
teration of currency with the in- 
|tent to defraud involves penalties 
of up to 15 years in prison, up 
tu $5,000 in fines, or both. 

| The malefactors who were 
| caught with the goods? Three cases 
| dismissed because of “extenuating 
circumstances” (they needed the 
;money, maybe?), and two still 
pending. 


Chi's WIND On A 
‘Geta Diploma 
Pubservice Kick 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

WIND, toprated AM station in 
Chi, is making a solid public serv- 
ice gesture with an intense three- 
week campaign encouraging teen- 
agers to finish high school, With 
its straight music-news fermat the 
station has a wide teenage listener- 
ship, so its pitch to the ponytail 
and crewcut set is straight on 
target. 


Cook County (Ill.) Superintend- 
ent of Schools solicited the sta- 
tion’s help when the high school 
dropout curve was found to have 
risen alarmingly. For three weeks 
before the new semester begins, 
WIND’s deejays will preach the 
“get a diploma” message, and, in 
addition, the station will be sat- 
urated with celebrity pitches on 
ET's, some of the spots running as 
long as seven minutes. 


Special “go back to school” spots 
have been made by such disk art- 
ists as the Four Lads, Lou Monte, 
Andy Williams, Tommy Mara, 
Chuck Berry, and Mitch Miller; by 
ballplayers Nellie Fox, Billy 
Pierce, Walt Moryn and Ernie 
Banks, among others; and political 
VIPs including the Mayor of Chi- 
cago and Governor of Illinois. 


There is also an essay contest in 
which a daily prize of $10 and 
grand prize of $100 is awarded to 
the student who best completes the 
sentence, “I am going back to 
school because .. .” Campaign was 
officially launched last Sunday (24) 
with a back-to-school rally in the 
auditorium of Lane Technical High 
School, which the station broadcast 
live by remote for a couple hours. 
For this shindig, the station assem- 
bled a lineup of record names that 
included Mitch Miller, Nick Noble, 
George Hamilton IV, Lou Monte 
and 10 others, none of them there 
to entertain but to pitch education. 


{ 








BEN ALEXANDER SHOW 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| KABC-TV is prepping new live 
| teleseries starring Ben Alexander. 
Show will be an audience-parti- 
; cipation vehicle, 











TV Scorecard at the Home Stretch 


Last minute sales failed to materialize this week with only 
ABC-TV the recipient of some fresh coin. With the three networks 
coming down the home stretch, a total of 14 hours and 33 minutes 
is still up for grabs with no bankrollers in sight. ABC-TV, running 
last in nighttime network activity, this week closed the gap be- 
tween themselves and NBC and CBS by chopping off 45 minutes 
from their six hours and 40-minute total of the previous week. 

One sale on ABC was to Reynolds Tobacco on behalf of Salem 
cigarets. Reynolds renewed “Anybody Can Play,” the John Guedel 
package which came in as summer sub and plans to slot it on 
Mondays at 9:30. The panel quiz affair moves into the “Top Tunes 
and New Talent” period. The Welk show in turn has been shifted 
to Wednesday at 7:30. The shifting of “Top Tunes” leaves the 
Monday night period at 10 open. The Ollie Treyz operation is stil] 
searching for a fare for this period. 

The second buy at ABC was the order placed by General Mills 
for co-sponsorship of the Warner Bros. package “Lawman.” R. J. 
Reynolds will bankroll alternate weeks of the fare to be seen 
Sundays at 8:30. 

The sales chart at NBC remained virtually unchanged with only 
Sterling Drug’s decision to sponsor all of “Mark Saber.” Sterling 
originally planned to take only half of the skein but now has 
placed a full order. 

At CBS the picture remained unchanged from a week ago with 
not a fresh sale in the house. Pharmaceuticals, which had set deal 
to sponsor “To Tell The Truth,” has pulled out and Carter Products 
stepped in as alternate sponsor along with Marlboro. In addition 
Carter inked The Doug. Edwards news on alterfiate Wednesdays. 

SUNDAY 
TIME NETWORK & PROGRAM 
7:30- 8:00—NBC—Northwest Passage 
8:00- 9:00—NBC—Steve Allen 
9:00- 9:30—ABC—87th Precinct 


AVAILABILITY 

.. All 

Approx. half of 26 wks. 
All 


9:30-10:30—ABC—Interplay ........... All 
MONDAY 
7:30- 8:00—ABC—Mad Show .......... All 
8:00- 8:30—CBS—The Texan ..........§RO; half avail. in Jan. 
10:00-10:30—ABC—Not programmed .. All 
10:00-10:30—NBC—Arthur Murray ...... Half 
TUESDAY 
7:30- 8:00—NBC—Dragnet ............ Half 
7:30- 8:30—ABC—Cheyenne ........... Half (alt. weeks) 
8:00- 8:30—CBS—Invisible Man .......All 


8:30- 9:00—CBS—To Tell The Truth ...Carter Products vice Phar- 
maceuticals as alternate 
sponsor, 

9:30-10:00—-NBC—Robert Cummings ...SRO; half avail 

10:00-10:30—ABC—Love & June Allyson All 
WEDNESDAY 

7:30- 8:30—NBC—Wagon Train One-quarter 

8:00- 9:00—CBS—Pursuit All 


in Jan. 


THURSDAY 
7:30- 8:00—ABC—Leave It to Beaver... Half 


NBC—Haggis Baggis .......All 
9:30-10:00—ABC—Rough Riders ....... Half 
9:30-11:00—CBS—Playhouse 90 ........ One-Sixth 


10:00-10:30—ABC—Tombstone Territory. All 
FRIDAY 


7:30- 8:00—NBC—Jefferson Drum ..... All 
8:00- 9:00—NBC—-Ellery Queen ....... All 
8:30- 9:00—ABC—Colt .45 ............. All 
9:00- 9:30—-ABC—Man With a Camera.. Half 
10:00-10:30—-CBS—Person to Person ....Half 
SATURDAY 
7:30- 8:30—CBS—Perry Mason ........ Five-Sixths 
8:00- 8:30—ABC—Holiday, USA ....... All 
8:30- 9:00—ABC—Jubilee, USA ..... wet 
9:00- 9:30—CBS—Gale Storm .......... Half 
NBC—Steve Canyon ....... Half 
9:30-10:00—-NBC—Cimarron City ...... All 


STRIP PROGRAMMING 
7:15- 7:30—CBS—Doug. Edwards News. Mon.-Wed. (alt. weeks) and 
Fri. open. 
RECAPITULATION 
APPROX. TOTAL TIME AVAILABLE 
This Week 


(WEEKLY) 
Last Week 


ABC— 5 hours, 53 minutes ABC— 6 hours, 40 minutes 
CBS— 3 hours, 53 minutes CBS— 4 hours 
NBC— 4 hours, 45 minutes NBC— 5 hours 

14 hours, 33 minutes 15 hours, 40 minutes 











FORD CUTBACKS HIT 
CHI TV REGULARS 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Ford Motor Co.’s ad budget cut- 
backs this term have made casual 
ties of two longrunning Windy 
City shows on WBBM-TV—John 
Harrington’s nightly 15-minute 
newscast at 10:30 p.m. and the | 
NCAA grid games on Saturdays | 
(in season). Harrington had been 
a fixture in the time slot for Ford | 
Dealers more than five years. He 
retains an earlier newscast, how- | 
ever, sponsored three days a week 
by Ford and twice by Peter Hand 
Brewery. 

Deleted with Harrington in the 
10:30 half-hour are Irv Kupcinet’s 
10-minute interview show and 
Jerry Dunphy’s five-minute sports 


TV Packaging Biz 
In Chi Now Nil 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Virtual demise of the once- 
| flourishing tv packaging business 
in the Windy City is underscored 
by the folding of Jules Power's 
shop here, resulting from WGN- 
TV’s decision to take over the proe 
duction chores of its highly suc 
cessful moppet show, “Lunchtime 
Little Theatre.” Powér, who start- 
ed his packaging operation in Chi 
and later expanded to New York, 
had been sustaining his Chi office 
for some time via the “Lunchtime” 
show. 

Its shuttering displaces producer 


strip. WBBM-TV’s new plans for| Bernie Miller and writer Carl 
the fall, now that the 10:30 period| Kahn, both Jongtimers in the 
is vpen, are to slot a nightly | power fold. 


double feature of Hollywood oldies, 
the first to start in the former 
Harrington time head-on with the 
“Jack Paar Show” on NBC-TY. 

The first of the nightly WBBM- 
TV dualers, reportedly will be a 
blockbuster from the _ station’s 
Metro library. According to a 
WBBM-TV source, the heavy am- 
munition in the station’s feature 
film stockpile has hardly yet been 
tapped. 


Meanwhile, Ted Ziegler, who as 
“Uncle Bucky” is one of “Lunch- 
times” two stars, has been unable 
to come to terms with WGN-TV in 
negotiating a new contract and is 
leaving Chi for Colorado, where 
he’ll do video in Colorado Springs 
and possibly in Pueblo. WGN-TV 


most likely will replace Zeigler 
with its staff comic, Bob Bell, and 
|has already added a ehimpanzee 
named Chatter to the show's cast. 
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TV ‘FORMULA FO 


The ‘Inside’-Outside’ Story SPH OFF URGES 


The following rundown perhaps best reflects the divergent CBS | 
vs. NBC viewpoints on the former's “creating from within” with | 
| 





its pacting of all available creative talent, as opposed to the Bob 
Sarnoff-Bob Kintner philosophy of “creating from the outside” on 
NBC programming: | 


NBC to CBS | The urgent need for networks 
a — ne ad — a | to work out an effective rotational 
i Coe roducer ayhouse aod ‘ j 
Gordon Duff Producer Playhouse 90 & Specials een of majer + sng + aged ~ 
Herb Brodkin Producer Playhouse $0 thrashed out = e po Age conte 
Barry Wood Producer Jimmy Dean Show | editors’ letter oot — 
Bill Hammerstein Producer Arthur Godfrey Show | Chairman Bob Sarnoff. 
Arthur Penn Director Playhouse 90 Sparked by a letter from a 
C har ley Andrews Producer Godfrey Daytime Show | Brooklyn lady who was consid- 
Leland Hayward Producer Specials | erably miffed when “Dragnet,” her 
Norman Felton Producer Pursuit ne ee ban Bn aod 
CBS to NBC | by a session, Sarn ought | 
None | it high time to question the wisdom 





| of preempting all network feaiures 





|in order to bring listeners and | 


4 viewers nothing but total coverage | 
uthern Exposure Bowing This Wk. *S=*sss. | 
| 


“Since all the networks under- 

" ‘i . | took extensive coverage of the UN 

and the crisis regions, there were 

To Give Britain 7 Com] TV Outlets. icx:‘v-siske*inmssann 
! | sehedule over four days when a 

| viewer in a city with three or 

fewer tv stations could get nothing 
on his set but the crisis story,” 





London, Aug. 26. + 
When Southern Television be- 


WEB PATTERN 








gins operating on Saturday (30), 
it will bring the number of com- 
mercial tv outlets in Britain up) 
te seven. Probably by this time 
next year, there will be at least 
nine webs operating under the | 
Independent Television Authority 
banner, bringing the approximate | 
coverage in the U.K. up to 90%. | 

The Southern outlet alone will 
add a minimum 2,750,000 viewers | 
te the ITA audience. The North 
East outlet, Tyne Tees Television, | 


scheduled to open at the end of| consequently is planning the spe- | developments thai could affect their | 
| lives and those of their children” 


this year, will serve more than} 
2,500,000, while the East Anglia} 
station, tentatively lined up for! 
its debut in the latter half of 
1959, will rope in another 2,000,000. | 

At the outset, Southern Tele-| 
vision, which is operated jointly | 
by the Rank Organization, As-| 


Newspapers and the| 


sociated | 


Amalgamated Press, will naturally 
be relying to a large extent on pro- 
grams fed in by the rest of the 
web. Initially, its sole contribu- 
tion to the network will be a week- 
ly Saturday drama series, “Mary 
Britten M.D.” 

The rest of the programs orig- 
inating from the outlet will be 
mainly for local consumption. | 
They include a_ thrice-weekly | 
lunchtime _ offering, “Flotsam’s | 
Follies,” “Southern Heritage”—a | 
program designed to inform teen- | 
agers about their part of the 


(Continued on page 38) 


Maureen 0'Hara 


Bagged for Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Maureen O'Hara, long a holdout | 
against starring in a television 
series, has signed to femcee and 
star in one-third of a new series, 
“Woman in the Case,” for CBS-TV. 
Series will be co-produced by CBS 
and Tarafilm Productions, owned 
by Miss O'Hara and her brother, 
Charles B. FitzSimons. Star and 
the web will have a 50-50 split own- 
ership of the films. 

Miss O’Hara explained that she 
has in the past consistently refused 
series because she didn't like what 
was offered, and because she didn't 
waat to compete with “the people 
financing movies.” However, she 
added, “now that those people have 
sold their movies to television and 
are competing with first-run 
movies, I see no reason why I 
shouldn’t go on. My old movies are 
being seen on tv twice a week. 

Series, being planned for the 
1959-60 season, is aimed at the 
distaffers, and will have name 
guestars in those episodes in which | 
Miss O'Hara does not appear. Title 
of the series is from Edgar Lust- 
garten’s book, “The Woman in the 
Case."» Quinn Martin created the | 
program format. 

Deal was disclosed by William | 
Dozier, CBS-TV Coast program | 
chief. Production was packaged by| 
Ziegler, Hellman & Ross agency. 








| Trammel; Brother Joseph Mat- 





‘Dutlook’s’ School Probe 


Coming school year will get a 
careful gander by NBC News, | 
mostly likely in a special “Out- | 
look” report, Sunday, Aug. 31. 

Emphasis will be on new school 
construction, teacher shortage, 
overcrowding, etc. Last year, the 
survey was done on “NBC News-| 
The Huntley-Brinkley Report,” but 
producer Reuven Frank feels it is 
worth a more detailed look and 


cial “Outlook” show. 





Spot TV Soars To 
All-Time High In 
2d Quarter Billing 


Television spot expenditure for 
the second quarter of 1958 soared 
to $130,353,000, the highest quar-| 
terly figure in spot television his- | 
tory according to figures released | 
by the Television Bureau of Ad- 
vertising. | 

The record expenditure repre-| 
sented a 9.7% increase over the) 
same period last year. Procter & | 
Gamble remained the No. 1 spot) 


$8,454,700 in the second quarter. | 
Following on the heels of P&G was 
Lever Bros. which shelled out | 
$4,636,800. 

The report shows that 18 adver- 
tisers spent over a million dollars 
in spot tv in the second quarter. In 
the product classification, ale, beer 
and wine was up 15%; dental prod- 
ucts jumped 173%; household 
cleaners, polishes and waxes up 
50° and household laundry prod- 
ucts jumped 78%. 


L.A.’S ALL-NEGRO 
RADIO OPERATION 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

First all-Negro radio operation 
in Los Angeles history will be in- 
augurated by KGFJ next week. In 
addition to six Negro staffers al- 
ready hired to helm their own 
programs, negotiations are under- 
way to bring in top Negro talent 
from New York and San Francisco 
when their present commitments 
expire. 

Six staffers already signed are 
Big Jim Randolph, formerly pro- 
gram director of KSAY, San Fran- 
cisco; Herman Griffith, formerly 
with WCIN, Cincinnati; Charles 


hews; Carrol DuBoise Talbert; and | 
Jay Charles. 

Station management and person- 
nel will work with leading Negro 
businessmen and market consult- 
ant experts in effecting the new 
operation. 





ia? 


Sarnoff observed. “More recently, 
there was another example of this 
type of total coverage. When Pres- 
ident Eisenhower went before the 
UN General Assembly to propose 
his six-point plan for the Middle 
East, the speech almost blanketed 
N.Y.’s tv spectrum. Six of N_Y.’s 
seven channels were on the air at 
that morning hour and the Presi- 
dent was on every one of them.” 


Sarnoff took the position that 
one “can argue that every citizen 
should be interested in following 


but could one “argue that it is 
wise to eliminate all freedom of 
program choice?” He pointed out 
that the White House has taken the 
position that unless the Chief Ex- 
ecutive’s remarks are of transcend- 
ent importance, it has no objection 
to delayed broadcasts, preferring 
fuem, in fact, because as Presiden- 
tial Press Secretary James C. Hag- 
erty observed, “we pick up lisien- 
ers that way.” 

Sarnoff noted that Presidential 
telecasts, as a result, are evolving 


into a stagger system of coverage | 


with live and delayed broadcasts 
rotated among the networks. 
Cites Baltimore Pattern 


Sarnoff said a Presidential | 


speech means perhaps a*half-hour 
or an hour but a UN session or a 


Senate committee hearing could) 
easily extend over days and weeks | 


and consequently “the broadcast- 


ing industry would be acting in| 
the public interest if it begun to} 
tv advertiser spending a total of | examine the feasibility of rotating | 


live coverage of great events 
among the networks.” 

The behaviour pattern of three 
stations in Baltimore as regards 


(Continued on page 40) 


Westinghouse: Sighted 
Sub, Sponsored Same 


Westinghouse Corp. participa- 





tions on NBC-TV's “Today” Mon- | 


day (25) during the program's live 
tv coverage of submarine Nautilus’ 
arrival in N.Y. were ordered just 
last Friday afternoon (22). West- 
inghouse, via Ketchum, MacLeod 
and Grove, late Friday placed the 
order for two participations to run 
Monday over “Today’s full lineup.” 

Institutional commercials were 
written over the weekend and on 
Monday John Cameron Swayze 
spoke in behalf of Westinghouse. 
He read a wire from Commander 
Anderson of the Nautilus hailing 


the corporation for its part in de- | 


veloping, in cooperation with the 


Navy, the atomic engine for the | 


submarine Nautilus. 

A portion of a Westinghouse 
commercial was broadcast live from 
the deck of the Nautilus in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard as part of the 
“Studio @ne in Hollywood” pro- 
gram the same day. Swayze, in this 
instance, interviewed members of 
the crew and Mark ~ "esap, prexy 
of Westinghouse, sp.nsor of the 


R A CRISIS’ 





Been Cues British 


| 





‘Th: pe 
Disneyland’ in Japan 
Tokyo, Aug. 26. 
“Disneyland” comes to Japan 
Aug. 29 when that show begins a 
year’s run on the Nippon Televi- 
sion Corp. (NTV-Tokyo) setup 
which includes six stations. 
Sixteen programs were sold with 
10 to be repeated to round out the 
alternate-week programming of the 
60-minute feature. Sale drew the 


Disney spokesman said they are 
anxious to telecast additional prod- 
uct here, but Finance Ministry 
restrictions are not encouraging. 


WRCA Jim-Dandy 
TV Rate Card A 
~ See-All-&-Do-Alll 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Something new and remarkably 
useful to agency time buyers—a 
simplified rate card—has been add- 
ed to the industry by WRCA-TV, 
ee a 

The rate card, in triangles of 
dove-gray on white and black on 
gray. presents basic information 
on break rates, program time rate 
and discounts in compact form 
and is effective Sept. 1. In addi- 
tion, it presents details on WRCA- 
TV's basic discount plans, col- 
or station breaks, rate protection 
and network time data. 

The new format is in keeping 
with a policy made by P. A. (Bud- 
cy) Sugg, veepee of NBC Owned 
Station and Spot Sales, to simplify 
rate cards in order to make it easier 
to sell program fare. 

Rate Card No. 18, as it is known, 
has eliminated the special rates for 
| weekends. The new card shows 
| the same rate in each time classifi- 
eation for all seven days of the 
week. Also, the number of sales 
plans have been reduced by doing 
away with “the Five Plan” and 
confining the discount structure to 
twe major plans. A single rate has 
been fixed for the major stretch 
of daytime programming from 10 
lam. to 5 p.m.; all station breaks 
| and all participations now have an 
| month rate protection of three 
| 


months and with the purchase of a 
single AAA station break a sponsor 
now gets the maximum discount 
immediately on ail additional buys. 

William N. Davidson, general 
manager of WRCA and WRCA-TV, 
said the card adjusts rates both 
upward and downward and that the 
AAA area is spotlighted now more 
than ever as prime time with pre- 
mium benefits. 

Sugg said the card would serve 
as a model for other NBC Owned 
tv outlets. 


$4,000,000 RADIO 
BILLINGS FOR CBS 


CBS Radio network program 
sales have reached more than $4,- 
000,000 for the fall broadcast sea- 
son with sizeable purchases by R. 
J. Reynolds, Oldsmobile, Pepsi- 
| Cola, Charles Pfizer, DuPont, Con- 
goleum-Nairn, Chrysler and Miles 
Labs. 


Reynolds contract calls for co- 
|sponsorship of musical program 
from 7 to 7:05 p.m. Monday 








|through Friday starting Sept. 1) 


and other network features. Olds- 
|mobile renewed the seven-a-week 


ceiling price of $600 per episode. | 


Stock Exchange 


Council's Ban on Granada Dealings; 
Com TV Shares Continue to Zcom 


London. Aug.26 

| The Stock Exchange Council has 
| banned dealings in Granada Group 
shares following a boom, which be- 
gan with the unofficial trading in 
Associated TeleVision stock and 
was followed up with equally unof- 
fie? trading in Granada Group 
stock. Neither company’s stock is 
quoted on the market, but there 
are facilities for dealing in such 
shares, 

Last Monday (18) there was 
trading on the Exchange in a lim- 
ited number ef Granada Group 
shares, which have a par value of 
70 cents. Dealings began at $2 
and soared te $2.80 by the close of 
the market. The boom continued 
throughout the following § day, 
when the Granada stock gained al- 
most another $2. 

Just before the Exchange closed 
last Wednesday (20), the Council 
announced: “Except under special 
c'rcumstances no further dealings 
in the Ordinary or “A” Ordinary 
shares of this company will be ver- 
mitted under the terms of Rule 
163 (2)." This is the rule which 
a'lows a company’s stock to be 
dealt in on the Exchange where no 
formal application has heen made 
for a quotation. It is designed to 
give shares of a family controlled 
comnany the benefit of a Stock 
Market label for purposes such as 
devth duties. 

But the special rule has never 
beon intended for large - scale 
trams:.ctions, stated a Council 
spokesman. The Council had 
stopped dealings because the com- 
pany had no immediate intention 
of seeking an official cuotation. 

Granada officially stated that it 
de>lored the speculation that had 
taken place in the company’s 
shares and was p'‘eased at the 
decision taken by the Stock Ex- 
change Council. It was added 
that Granada’s directors and their 
families had not been directly or 
indirectly involved in any of the 
dealings on the Exchange in the 
company’s shares. 

The original dealings followed a 
bid the previous week by Invest- 
ment Registry, the company which 
was acting for a firm of stock brok- 
ers who offered to buy 300,000 
shares in the Group at just over 
$2 a piece. At that time Sidney 
L. Bernstein, Granada’s chairman, 
stated categorically that neither he 


(Continued on page 42) 


Schulhergs Set 
— CBS-TV Series 


Hollywood, Aug 26 

Budd Schulberg has set up Buart 
Productions for tv in association 
| with his brother Stuart and closed 
| a deal with CBS-TV for a half hour 
| action-adventure series called 
“Ross of the Everglades.” Story 
deals with the ranger service in the 
| Florida Everglades. Stuart produce 
and Budd will write many of the 
episodes and act as script super- 
visor. 
| The Schulherg teamed as writer- 
| producer on the Warners theatrical 
| picture, “Wind Across the Ever- 
glades.” 


CARTER CO-SPONSOR 
~~ ON ‘TELL THE TRUTH’ 


Carter Products has signed to 
co-sponsor CBS-TV's “To Tell The 
| Truth,” slated for Tuesday night 
at 8:30. Carter replaces Pharma- 
| ceuticals, which was set as the 
bankroller but pulled out as alter- 
| nate sponsor. Picking up the tab 
with Carter on “Truth” will be 








program. Commercial also showed | “Patti Page Show” and Pepsi-Cola | Marlboro Cigatettes. 


film taken while the sub was under 


signed for “Impact” segments. 


| In addition to “Truth,” Carter 


the North Pole, plus footage of its | Charles Pfizer will sponsor a week- | has inked for the Wednesday seg- 
arrival in the harbor Monday morn-j|ly quarter-hour of “Arthur God- ment of Doug Edwards on alter- 


ing. 


’ 


frey Time.” 


| nate weeks over CBS-TV. 
) ‘ ) i 


i 
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It’s Moving Time for Flock Of 
Agency Execs, Both N.Y. & LA. 


—On Other Madison Ave. Fronts 


By JACK BERNSTEIN 


A number of key agency televi- 
sion executives found themselves 
on the move this past week. For 
gome it meant the packing of 
household baggage for the shift to 
the Coast while others stuffed 
their briefcases and moved up the 
street. 

At Ted Bates a number of 
changes took place in the radio- 
television sector. Herbert Gunter, a 
vice president, has been appointed 
veepee in charge of production. At 
the same time, Richard B. Jackson, 
who had been manager of partici- 
pating programs at NBC, has been 
named director of operations in 
the television department. Jackson 
was originally wooed away from 
NBC-TV to act as supervisor on 
“Dotto.” The show was dropped 
by both the sponsor and the net- 
work before he moved into the 
job. 

Grant A. Tinker, formerly of 
MecCann-Frickson, was a member 
of this week's shifting tv execu- 
tives. Tinker has joined Warwick 
& Legler, as director of television 
programming. He had been di- 
rector of program development 
and also had done tv account work 
at McCann-Erickson., 


The acquisition of the billings puts 
Lennen & Newell near the $80,- 
000,000 mark. The agency has 
been talking merger for a little 
over a month with the Buchanan 
Agency, All that is said to be hold- 
ing up this acquisition is approval 
from L&N clients. 

The television show “The Big 
Payoff” sponsored by Colgate with 
Bryan Houston acting as agency of 
record, is about to be turned over 
over to Lennen & Newell as super- 
vising agency. 

ABC Television Network !s pre- 
paring to kick off a tv promotion 


Labor Davy, it will include news- 
papers and magazines nationally, 
in addition to heavy on-the-air pro- 
motion. The network fare will be 
plugged with emphasis on the ABC- 
TV daytime schedule. 


Chi Agencies 
By LES BROWN 
Chacago, Aug. 26. 
possibility of a corporate purchase 


N. W. Ayer for its meat line and 
at Foote, Cone & Belding for its 
soap line. If the funds should be 


N. W. Ayer this week snared | merged, Armour would shape the 
Jim Cornell away from NBC-TV.|juicest plum currently in the 
Cornell, who had been doing pro-| Windy. City vineyards. At dead- 


gram research analysis for the net- 
work, joins the agency's tv sector. 

At Young & Rubicam, Gene Mar- 
tel, a film producer in the New 
York office, has been transferred 
to the San Francisco branch where 
he will be in charge of tv commer- 
cial film production. 

Switching from the Coast to 
New York is Walter Tibbals, who 
will work under Walter Craig in 
the tv department of Norman, 
Craig & Kummel. Tibbals, former- 
ly of BBDO and Anderson-MeCon- 
nell, is expected to be named head 
of the tv department of the agency. 

Rounding out the agency tv 
switches is the expected announce- 
ment that Rudy Belhmer, televi- 
sion director of Grant will shift 
back to the Coast. Belhmer, ori- 
ginally in charge of the agency’s 
West Coast television activities, is 
expected to make the move around 
Dec. 1}. : 

Lost & Found: Keyes, Madden & 
Jones has been named te handle 
the $2,500,000 advertising account 
of the Florists’ Telegraph Delivery 


line, neither of the two ad agencies 
seemed to know about it. 

It is estimated that the combined 
resources would total around $2,- 
250,000, FC&B’s part being the 
leftovers from a pair of daytime 
buys for Armour soap on ABC-TV 
and NBC-TV. Both syndicators 
and network sales boys are already 
pitching for the business, but it all 
hinges on how receptive the two 
agencies will be to the plan. 

Foote, Cone & Belding this fall 


its Detroit office to Chi in behalf 
of its auto client, Edsel. Charles 
S. Winston Jr., veep of the agency 
and supervisor of the account, is 
shifting back to Chicago to over- 
see the account from here. He'll 
be accompanied by several mem- 
bers of the creative and production 
staffs. Edsel account execs, Albert 
F. Remington and David Jenkins, 
probably will remain in Detroit to 
represent the account there. 

Jerome K. Westerfield upped to 
v.p. and’ group account exec of 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 





Allied Florists Assn. of Illinois 


drive thriugh BBDO. To start after | 


Armour & Co. is considering the | 


on tv by pooling the budgets at. 


will transfer several members of | ning for reelection. Cravey's duties 


Association. The agency will han- | is exiting Erwin, Wasey, Ruthrauff 
dle the account through its Chicago| & Ryan and placing its billings | 
office. It was formerly housed at 


Grant Advertising. | tive Oct. 1. 


Campaign will run through until 
the beginning of December. Agents 
are Colman, Prentis & Varley Ltd. 

Don Phillips has been appointed 
media manager for the Stuart Ad- 
vertising Agency. 

A new 60-second cinema com- 
| mercial, “Animal Crackers,” has 
| been produced for Ovaltine Bis- 

cuits by Rank Screen Services. The 
commercial was lensed in Eastman- 
| color at the Bristol Zoo. 


Atlanta TV-AM 
Reaps Harvest 


On Politicking 


Atlanta, Aug. 26. 
Radio and television mills are 
reaping a goodly harvest from of- | 











| fice seekers vying for nominations 
|in the Democratic primaries Sept. 
| 10. Just about all offices are up for | 
| grabs, with three actively cam- 
| paigning for governorship being 
vacated by S. Marvin Griffin, who, 
| eaiet law, cannot succeed himself. 
| Inside track for this top job 
seems to belong to Ernest Vandi- | 
| ver, who is state’s lieutenant gov; j 
| He is opposed by William 








| ernor. 
|T. Bodenhamer, Baptist minister | 
lfrom Ty Ty, Ga. and Lee Roy | 
Abernathy, tv performer, gospel | 
singer and piano salesman. | 
Five are entered in lieutenant | 
governor race, with all campaign- | 
|ing vigorously and using plenty of | 
|tv and radio time, especially the | 
/latter. Spots are garnering most 
| shekels for radio mills. 
| Wednesday (20) Bruse Edwards, 
| eandidate for comptroller general, 
|has protested to WLW-A (carbon 
|copy to Federal Communications 
| Commisison) against what he terms 
| propaganda on behalf of an oppo- 
| nent in the primary. He has asked 
| station to cease and desist. 
| Edwards has released letters to 
j tv mill and FCC charging a pro- 
| gram known as “Your Worst Ene- 
my” each Sunday is “propaganda 
on behalf of Zach D. Cravey,” pres- 
ent comptroller general who is run- 


|in addition to comptroller general- 
| ing include those of insurance com- 
| missioner. Program attacked by 
Edwards is designed to prevent fire 
| losses. It is emceed by Bill Munday, 
|who works for Cravey and is re- 
| membered as pioneer NBC spieler 
|in late 1920s as contemporary of 
|Graham McNamee, et al. 

| Edwards has asked WLW-A to 
toss show off air or grant him 
| equal time to present his platform. 








D'Arcy Advertising was selected 
for the $2,000,000 business of Cash- 
mere Bouquet beauty preparations 
of the Colgate-Palmolive Co. The 
account was resigned several weeks 
ago by Bryan Houston. 

Peck Advertising has been ap- 
pointed to handle the advertising 
for Andrea TV and Hi-Fi products. 

Ogilvy, Benson & Mather has 
been named to handle a special in- 
stitutional adveriising program for 
thé Standard Oil Co. of New Jer- 
sey. 

Koehl, Landis and Landan was 
selected by the Peters, Griffin, 
Woodward reppery to handle ad- 
vertising. 





Perry L. Brand, who 
recently joined the Frank agency 
from Campbell-Mithun, will super- 
vise the account. 
established a p.r. department un- 
|der Frazier E. Nounnan. who was 
also previously with C-M. 

Harry Kinzie Jr. has been upped 
to copy chief at Tatham-Laird, cov- 
ering all media. 

John P. Devaney named man- 
agement supervisor 
here. 

George B. Frank, ex-ad-promo 
manager of the Chicago American, 
| resigned to become a partner in 
| Gardner & Stein ad agency. 


: ; ; 
with Clinton E. Frank Inc., effec- | TV Sh | 
| owplane 





|handle p.r. and advertisine for 
| Renault distributor, Lake States 


Switches: Russel Fradkin, former | Imports, in 10 states. 


prexy of his own agency, has jo:ned 
Kameny Associates as senior ac- 
count supervisor and member of 
the plans board. 

Stephen H. Richards has joined 
Communications Counselers as 
manager of 
service department. 


| London Asencies 
By BARRY BARNETT 


the Communications | 


London, Aug. 26. 
The TV Advertising Azgencv 
Ltd., will be vroducing two ad- 


Baker Ostrin, has been named mags for Southern TV when the 


creative director for accounts han- 
dled by the Los Angeles office of 
MacManus, John & Adams. 

Meredith S. ‘Conley, manager of 
the press dept. of Ted Bates, has 
earned assistant veepee stripes. 

Gilbert Williams, formerly of 
Van Praag Productions, has joined 
Robert Lawrence Productions. 

D. M. Marshman of C. J. La- 
Roche has beén appointed to the 
new post of creative director of the 
agency 


| 


new outlet begins operating 
Saturday (30). 

Biro Swan Ltd., has appointed 
the John Hobson and Partners out- 
fit as advertising agents for its 
ne’ Bie Bell Point Pens. 

The W. S. Crawford agency has 
been awarded the Road Hau'age 


on 


Association advertising account. 


A big national campaign using 


| three national dailies and a counle 


| magazines -and teenave veriodicals 


Frank has a'so} 


of BBD&O| 


Gordon & Hempstead tanned to_ 


| 
| 


A “TV Special Showplane” to} 


| 


| Dallas, Aug. 26. 


New York from Dallas, to be spon- |. 


sored by WFAA-TV to mark the | 
expansion of ABC-TV’s daytime | 
programming, has been announced. 
| With Julie Bene!l as hostess, the | 
plane will take about 60 Texans of | 
this area from Dallas to New York | 
City to attend the premiere week | 
during which a number of new day- 
time shows such as the new one | 
starring Peter Lind Hayes and 
| Mary Healy will be introduced. 
Also on the five-day program will | 
be such nighttime tv programs as | 
| those starring Pat Boone, Patti | 
Page and Dick Clark. | 
| In addition those making the trip | 
| with Miss Benell will personal!y | 
meet a number of other ABC-TV | 
stars, attend a Broadway show still 
| to be selected and also be guests at | 
a party at the Stork Club. 
1 
| 
| 


Paris Viewing Tops | 


| __ Brit, on Isle of Wisht 


London, Aug. 26. { 

Televiewers at Ventnor, Isle of 
Wight, on the south coast of Eng- 
land are in a black area as far as} 
viewing is concerned. Commercial | 
tv is difficult to get becz@Wse Vent- | 
|nor is screened by a high down. | 
| BBC reception is also poor com- | 
| paved 





| 


But viewers have compensation. 


with other parts of the! o¢ 
{}of Sunday papers p!us women’s | country. 





TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Charles Leedham, once news chief of the whilom Liberty Network, 
has joined with Milo Pearsall in co-authoring “Dog Obedience Train- 
ing,” due from Scribner's . . . John Borghese, former director of special 
promotions at MBS, has joined Spotlight Promotions as aide to man- 
aging director George Vogel, handling merchandising and special pro- 
motions . . . Al Barker has returned from a tour of Alaska and is at 
work on two tv serials, “The Alaskan Star” and “Bush Pilot,” both 
ready for fall presentation .. . tv writer Bob Van Scoyk (now working 
on an adaptation of Stephen Vincent Benet’s “The Enemies” for U.S. 
Steel Hour) has a story, “Home From Camp,” in Houghton-Mifflin’s 
“Best Short Stories of 1958.” It originally appeared in Ellery Queen’s 
Mystery Magazine ... Barry Nelson, who recently completed an en- 
gagement in the London production of “No Time For Sergeants,” has 
been signed for role in tv film “The Waxworks” for “Alfred Hitch- 
cock Presents.” . . . Groucho Marx, wife Eden and daughter Melinda 





++ 


|returning from a European sightseeing tour on Friday (29) .. . former 


tennis champ Don Budge will be one of the commentators for NBC- 


|TV’s coverage of the National Singles Tennis Championships Sept. 


6-7 . . . Stan Freeman and Richard Hayes will take over for vacation- 
ing Lanny Ross on WCBS Radio the first two weeks in September .. . 
Jack Sterling, WCBS Radio’s rise and shine man, will be the station's 


“Voice of Safety” over Labor Day holiday weekend . .. WCBS Radio's 
Judy Holliday visits Joe Franklin’s WABC-TV “Memory Lane” to- 
morrow (Thurs.) ... Art Van Horn to do a series of tape interviews 


for the BBC .. . Alfred Thomas Prange named director of Hazel Bishop 
Inc. tv and radio activities . . . Beatrice Pons, who plays Emma Ritzig 
on Phil Silvers Show will be on Kraft Theatre tonight (Wed.) .. . Will 
Roland has resigned as producer-director of the Arthur Godfrey morn- 
ing show but is staying on as a CBS staff producer. He starts a Euro- 
pean holiday on Sept. 15... David Gregory will write the new Fire- 
stone Hour tv show . . . Sportscaster Bill Stern will introduce new 
1959 Oldsmobiles next month on a closed circuit broadcast to car deal- 
ers ... Agnes Moorehead will make an appearance on CBS Radio's 
“Suspense” Sunday (31) .. . Bill Bunce, daughter of Alan Bunce, makes 
her radio debut on CBS Radio’s “Couple Next Door” tomorrow ‘Thurs.) 
in a sketch opposite her father, co-star of the daily series .. . Lee Gra- 
ham into running role on CBS Radio's “Right to Happiness” serial . . . 
George Skinner plays host to Rocky Graziano and Ceil Chapman on 
“Make Up Your Mind” over WNTA-TV tomorrow (Thurs.) with Dr. Jo- 
seph G. Smith as guest psychologist . . . Sarah Rollitts, play and tv 
agent, vacationing on Monhegan Island, off coast of Maine... Bob 
Keeshan, who plays “Captain Kangaroo,” and his manager, Marvin 
Josephson, fiy to England to film scenes for “Salute to England,” theme 
of first week’s program when the Captain returns to his regular time 
period on CBS-TV Monday, Sept. 29... John Seymour and Abby Lew- 
is, husband-and-wife radio and tv performers, will play husband-and- 
wife roles in the upcoming Broadway production of “Howie.” 

Canada Dry renewed sponsorship of five quarter hours per week of 
“Joe Franklin's Memory Lane,” WABC-TV, stripped Monday through 
Friday, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. ... Dr. Daniel A. Poling will do a new series 
of 15-minute Sunday programs on Mutual, starting Sunday (31). Spon- 
sor is Christian Herald newspaper, edited by Poling . . . Dinah Wash- 
ington was guest Monday (25) of WLIB’s “Bill Dupree Show.” . . . Rob- 
ert W. Warner, formerly with NBC-TV’s “Today” show, now handling 
publicity for Art Ford, at WNTA ... Mike Wallace and Florence Shein- 
tag, former judge and attorney, will discuss “TV Censérship” on 
WABD's “Fannie Hurst's Showcase” Friday (29) . . . David A. Harris 
joined WABC-TV as an account exec. He formerly was with H-R Rep- 
resentatives, Inc... . Phil Reisman is doing an adaptation of Gil Ral- 
ston’s original story, “The Botile Party” for CBS-TV's “The Gamblers” 
series. Deal was set by Frank Cooper Associates .. . WMCA has con- 
tracted for United Press International's national and N.Y. radio news 
service. 

William N. Davidson, general manager of WRCA and WRCA-TV, off 
today (Wed.) for one-week vacation .. . Joe Given.completed series 
of tv blurbs through Ted Bates for Chicklets and also cut some radio 
spots for S&H Green Stamps through SSC&B . . . WRCA-TV program 
director George Heinemann and family off to Fire Island for one-week 


. 
Dallas-To-N Yy | holiday . . . Gloria Sherer booked for an appearance on “Beat the 
ee | Clock” today (Wed.) and also did radio spot for Hertz Rent-A-Car via 


| Campbell-Ewald . .. WRCA-TV salesman Arnold Starr elected veepee 
of Montvale, N.J. PTA ... Dan Peters, WRCA-TV director, vacation- 
|ing four weeks in Nebraska . . . Linda Fields, via McCann-Erickson did 
radio spot for Bulova and National Biscuit and live tv on “Treasure 
Hunt” for Nu-Soft .. . Bette Jerome, Washington tv personality, move 
ing to Gotham but will continue her two tv shows on the weekend 
criginating in Washington via NBC and DuMont studios, respectively 
. . Elsa Maxwell returns to the Jack Paar Show Wednesday, Sept. 17. 
Stay glued for a flash from Walter Winchell! . . . Marshall Jamison 
signed with Frank Cooper Associates. Jamison formerly was exec pro- 
ducer of “U.S. Steel Hour.” . .. Kay Thompson guests on Jack Paar’s 
Show Monday, Sept. 22 on occasion of publication of her new tome, 
“Eloise At Christmas Time.” . . . Four directors signed by exec pro= 
ducer Albert McCleery for his “Further Adventures of Ellery Queen” 
are Lamont dohnsen, Livia Granito, Walter Grauman and Alan Cooke 
.@ . Edwin Cooper, though still in a cast, has returned to his role as 
Judge Tompkins in NBC-TV’s “From These Roots.” Cooper was in a 
serious automobile accident in June. During his absence, Edgar Stehll 
played the role . . . Chet Ringheiser, NBC Guest Relations, named pro- 
ducer of Murray Kaufman's all-night deejay show on WINS. 

ABC-TV has found a berth for Screen Gems’ “Tales of the Texas 
Ranger,” sponsored by Sweets Co. It'll be Thursdays at 5 p.m., start- 
ing Oct. 2... WWRL celebrated its 32d anni yesterday (Tues.) at its 
studios in Woodside, L. I., with a party, attended by many show biz 
personalities formerly associated with the station... WQXR on Labor 
Day will carry the outdoor concert of the Greenwich Village Orchestre 
. . . WNEW-FM commenced operation Monday (25), carrying simul- 
taneous broadcasts of WNEW (AM) .. . Franklin H. Graf, v.p. of A.C. 
Nielsen now in charge of Coast regional offices has been named chair- 
man of the Food-Drug Management Committee of the Company. He 
will headquarter in Chicago . . . Lester Lewis Associates updated 
score: Shari Lewis renewal for “Hi Mom” on WRCA-TV for six months, 
Also set for guest appearances on Patti Page Show and the new Gar- 
ry Moore Hour. She makes her final appearance with Steve Lawrence 
and Eydie Gorme Sunday (31); Bill Malone as spokesman for Tarey- 
ton Cigarets; Bob Delaney to replace Bill Hickey on WCBS-TV on the 
11:10 p.m. “Late Sports Show;” Bud Palmer to do CBS net tv hockey 


shows starting in October; Caroline O’Connor as spokeswoman for 
Pond's through January. 


(NHOLLYWOOD ... 

Sid Kuller, one of Hollywood's top comedy writers, wants no more 
the daily grind and will content himself with writing occasional 
specs and night club skits. Says Kuller, “I'll take the small ulcer.” .. . 


and all commercial tv ontlets., 
| swings into on-rstion todav (Tnes.) 
to boost the '’~ 


Shorts: Lennen & Newell has ab- 
sorbed the C. L. Miller Co. with 


“in Shoe Co fash-| though the island is more than 70 
estimated billings of $8,000,000. on footwear and children’s shoes | miles from the French coast. hi 


Fred Runyon, former Pasadena ne spaper publisher and onetime radio 
| Writer, teaming up with Bill Thomas, picture producer, on a new tv 
format for Edgar Bergen . . . Mae West, soon to start her own “advice 


-(Continued on ,page 36) -0 4+ «“ese 


inp eight p.m. they are able to 
get an excellent p‘cture from Paris, 
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Gags To Riches 

Joey Adams’ “Gags to Riches” 
has the makings of a good laugh 
—-- fact they laugh plenty 
how—and while it's improving it 
still lacks the necessary profession- 

1 polish. It’s an early evening 

ednesday night WNTA-TV entry. 

arvey Stone appears to be a per- 
Manent anchor man. Gene Baylos 
= Paul Gilbert were the swing 
mics and, on this particular show 
aught, Cindy Heller (Mrs. Adams) 

id a creditable stand-in job while 

er spouse was filling a Chi nitery 
booking. Pattern calls for guest 
¢elebs who are given the somewhat 
tenuous chore of sitting in judg- 
ment of the comics’ ad lib toppers 
to any given category. 

An applause-meter might be a 
better device to get the guests off 
the hot-seat and, besides, the for- 
mula is specious on two counts. 
One is kincness—everything’s good 
-—and the others is capriciousness, 
where the guest is placed in the 
arbitrary position of rating the 
comics’ contributions on a 1-10 
— system. For instance Thyra 

ter Winslow (“diet” was her 
category, a vicarious hookup with 
her recent writings on dieting) un- 
Gerrated Stone, for one reason or 
another. On the other hand the 
telegenic Danish pastry Greta 
Thyssen gave os a “9” and 
tv packager Walt Framer gave ’em 
all “10s.” 

The analogy to “Can You Top 
This?” is obvious and, like any of 
these ad lib funfests, where glib 
professional comedians can switch 
any gag to fit any locale, mood or 
fa. on it’s a frothy laugh show. 


nm one sense, “Gags To Riches” | 


s strained. That includes the title, 
in part, since in this day and age 
of giving away Fort Knox the 
choice of a bottle of perfume, a por- 
table radio or a set of coach lamps 
(the latter is just about something 
nobody needs) hardly qualifies it 
for the “riches.” The gags are 
okay. Title derives from one of 
moderator-author Joey Adams’ 
books. His wife made a suave, 
telegenic femcee, not as aggressive 
as is Adams’ wont. 
Besides the fulsome plugs for the 
three giveaways, Miss Winslow 
lugged her writing schedule; 
ramer trailerized his upcoming 
Citadel Press book, “I Did Strike 
It Rich,” and Miss Thyssen got the 
usual professional builderupper. 
-There was a moot question whether 
a repeat of that single-entendre 
“embarrassing moment” on a 
Framer audience show was in or- 
der. Out-of-the-mouth of an 8- 
year-old, when it happened, it was 
at least spontaneous if meretrici- 
ous. Repetition made it smutty. 
Baylos, Stone and Gilbert, all 
standard saloon funsters, delivered 
a marathon of jokes. Polished 
harnessing of these talents and a 
more orderly production presenta- 
tion could get this show off the 
ground. At present, while laugh- 
productive, it is loose and undis- 
ciplined. Abel 


Ed Sullivan Show : 
While Ed Sullivan is gallivanting 
around the globe, his spot on the 
pectrum is being kept warm by a 
ot of w.k. individuals. For Sun- 
day's (24) session over CBS, assum- 
ing the conferencier role were his 
Canadian comics, Wayne & Schus- 
ter, who were backed comedywise 
by Jean Carroll and Georgie Kaye. 
The song department had an araple 
assortment which included Frankie 
am. Charlie Applewhite, Ann 
nardo, Althea Gibson, and for 
novelty, Elissa Jayne. ’ 
One of the more interestin 





ex- 


hibits was the songstint by Althea | peca 


Gibson, the tennis champ. She 
seems to indicate that she'll go pro. 
According to AAU protocol, her 
tennis activities aren't allowed to 
be mentioned in order to maintain 
her tyro status. The emcees did 
wish her luck at Forest Hills, and 
she indicated that she'll need it. 
As a singer, she indicates a — 


voice, but a cold manner. 
telecamera closeups were too 
severe. She has careful arrange- 


ments and apparently good coach- 
and got passable results. 

W&S, still one of the more clever 
teams on the boards, did a rib of 
adult westerns that came off well. 
The name of their effort was 
“Frontier Psychiatrist” and the top 
characters name was Tex Rorshach. 
Funny and literate stuff indeed. 

Beccuse of the psychiatry satire, 
Georgie Kaye, who génerally does 
that sort of thing very well, pur- 
sued other material with good re- 
sults. His manner is reminiscent 
of Dr. Rockwell, now retired, who 
use to roam the boards of the thea- 
trical haute monde. Jean Carroll, 
ever a strong performer, her maxi- 
mum results by recounting the pur- 
chase of a frock. 

The song parade started with @ 


grade A rendition by Applewhite 
who did well with “Stormy Weath- 
er” with good production surround- 
ing him. He's a likeable chap and 
delivers excellently. Ann Leonardo, 
rage | off at the piano, wound 
up with a straight song stint. Al- 
though a cute singer she needs a 
few turns around the circuit yet to 
achieve proper effect. The nov- 
elty of the session was by Ronnie 
Robertson, of “Ice Capades” whe 
is probably one of the fastest skat- 
ers extant. The small tank gave 
him little room to maneuver, but 
his skill at the turns was more 
than evident. Elissa Jayne has a 
clever act,: doing impressions via 
oy It’s a good turn combining 
song, dance and comedy. Frankie 
Lyman, ex-teen agers, now a sin- 
gie, is developing into an excellent 
singer. His one tune had an 
authoritative stamp. 

Perhaps the show should have 
achieved greater variety, but there 
was still a lot of entertainment con- 
tained therein. Jose. 





Anybody Can Play 

“Anybody Can Play,” summer 
quiz panel affair, received a vote 
of confidence this week from both 
ABC-TV and bankroller Salem 
Cigarets by way of a fall renewal 
order placed for the John Guedel 
package. Quizzer, pacted for 8:30 
Sunday night, was originally a 
summer replacement, and now has 
the yeoman task of trying te bump 
both Steve Allen and Sullivan. 
From stanza caught this week, it 
doesn’t figure to make the race. 
What may help, if anything, is that 
it is fronted by “Maverick.” 


CGuedel, who gave birth te “You 
‘Bet Your Life,” “House Party,” 
and “People Are Funny,” has come 
up with a flat show which is dull 
entertainment at best. The only 
saving grace is George Fenneman, 
who quizzes the contestants and 
tries to hold the fare together 
by witty conversation and humor. 

In brief, four contestants com- 
pete for minks, cash and half the 
moon by responding to questions 
on a point system. The contestants 
on Sunday’s program were dull and 
added little to the show. Perhaps 
there is something to be said for 
screening those who want to ap- 
pear on the program more closely 
so that emcee Fenneman wouldn't 
have te carry the ball alone. 

Like others of the quiz genre, 
“Anybody,” gives everything away 
except the kitchen sink. The pro- 
duction values of the show were 
done in okay fashion and the prizes 
were showcased nicely. 

The basic format of the fare 
lacks imagination and differs little 
from the dozen or so, quizzes cur- 
rently being aired. The questions 
are not of an arresting nature and 
do not hold the home viewers’ in- 
terest. They are one shade ahead 
of “Who was buried in Grant's 
tomb.” A series of four games was 
played which included guessing the 
weight, age, and height of a model; 
identifying scenes from a flim clip; 
identifying abbreviations; and 
guessing nationalities of show 
guests. Bern. 





Shirley Temple’s Storybook 

“The Magic Fishbone,” telecast 
last Tuesday (19) night on NBC- 
TV, proved to be one of the best 
filmed entries in the Shirley 
Temple series, Done by Screen 
Gems in assotiation with Henry 
Jaffe Enterprises, the adaptation 
of the Charles Dickens tale had 
charm, taste and a superlative cast 
led by Barry Jones, Estelle Win- 
wood and Leo G. Carroll. The 
televersion did lag in spots mainly 
use of the nature of the period 
piece and the failure to adopt a 
peppier pace. A more imaginative 
approach also could have overcome 
some weaknesses. 

But when all is said and done, 
the hour outing stood out as a 
polished cameo, a reminder of the 
sentimentality of years past, a sen- 
timentality which in a large meas- 
ure remains with us ae although 
we dress it up differently. 

Barry Jones as the pauper king 
was tip-top, scoring with all the 
nuances of playing a milquetoast 
widower with seven children to 
support. Estelle Winwood, portray- 
ing an eccentric dowager, the 
donor of the magic fishbene, was 
a standout. She lent spontaneity, 
humor and a saucy impertinance 
to her role, giving a lift to the 
entire proceedings. Leo G. Carroll, 
in a skinflint role as the boss who 
sees the error of his ways, also was 
crackerjack. Lisa Daniels as the 
princess was comely and competent 
and Richard Lupino was handsome 
and winning as her beau. 

One of the best scenes came 
when Jones ‘imagines using ‘the 
wishbone to wim his: kingship and 


, »<Continued on page 41) 








PARTICIPATING 
NBC-TV, from New York 

Another game show out of the 
Barry & Enright production hop- 
per, “Concentration” kicked off 
Mon. (25) on the NBC-TV net with 
what appears to be a surefire for- 
mat for gaining housewife atten- 
ticn. It's based on a children’s 
card game also known as “Con- 
centration” where two contestants 
pick numbers from 1 to 30 and 
attempt to match pictures of prizes. 

Game is a cut above the average 
quiz or audience participation 
show since this is of adult stature 
and calls for some intelligence on 
the part of contestants. If the 
pictures are correctly matched the 
contestant wins the prize depicted 
and at the same time a clue is 
given toward solution of a rebus 
(word picture). On the morning 
caught a Levittown, L.I., housewife 
came up with the right answers 
that won her a round-trip all- 
expense vacation in Paris, among 
other things. 

While the procedure may seem 
a bit difficult at first, the initial 
day’s contestants sailed along nice- 
ly once they picked up the knack. 
Prizes ranged from a lowly meat- 
ball to the aforementioned Paris 
vacation. Hugh Downs affably 
emcees this half-hour, Monday- 
thru-Friday sesh which replaced 
“Truth and Consequences” in the 
11:30 a.m. slot. Latter show is now 
aired at 2 p.m. . 

Picking up the tab on the preem 
on a participation basis were such 
products as Haley’s M.O., a lax- 
ative, and Fizzerin, an alkalizer. 
Net's sales dept. has also lined up 
an impressive array of participa- 
tioners for the future entied 
by Chesebrough -Pond’s, Gemex 
Watchbands, General Foods, Lever 
Bros. and National Biscuit, among 
others. Gilb. 





THE 85TH CONGRESS 
With George Herman, Wells 

Church, Charles Von Fremd, 

others 1 
Producer: Lewis W. Shellenberger 
Director: Bill Linden 
30 Mins., Fri. (22), 7:30 p.m, 
CBS-TV, from Washington 

On the eve of winding up the 
85th Congress, CBS-TV presented 
a sound roundup of legislative 
opinion on what the lawmakers had 
done about the state of the nation. 
It was tagged “The 85th Congress: 
An Appraisal By Its Leaders” and 
was fashioned by the Washington 
Public Affairs staff of CBS and 
came direct from the Old Supreme 
Court Chamber of the Capitol. Be- 
cause of its timely nature, the news 
feature preempted “The Boing 


HARRY BELAFONTE ' 
With Harry Belafonte, Millard 

Thomas, Vic Messer, Daniel Bar- 

rajanos, Norman Keenan 
30 Mins,; Sun (17) 7:30 p.m. | 
BBC-TV, from London | 

It was quite a scoop for BBC- 
TV to get Harry Belafonte for his | 
only tv date in Britain at the end | 
of his week's concert engagement | 
in London. The program had only 
modest competition on the com- 
mercial wavelengths and should | 
have captured a considerable au- 
dience. On merits, it should put} 
the BBC in the Top 10 for the, 
first in some years, but such is the 
loyalty of the viewing public to 
the alternative channel that the 
rating may be in doubt. 

The presentation was given an 
arty treatment in line with the 
production during his recent stage- 
show. Belafonte, silhouetted 
against a white backcloth, gradual- | 
ly moved forward as the stage 
lights went on. There was no ad-| 
vance patier and the star went 
straight into his routine, and it 
was not until his final “thank you” | 
that he revealed he was suffering | 
from laryngitis. That was only | 
faintly discernible to those who 
had not previously seen him live. 

The program, which over-ran the 
allotted time by about three min- | 
utes, comprised some of the best 
items of his concert aaeieman | 
The numbers were carefully chosen | 
to strike an effective balance and 
included folksongs, calypsos and, 
of course, his noted disclick of 
“Mary’s Boy Child,” “Didja Hear 
About Jerry?” was a smash opener; 
“Jamaican Farewell” was a pleas- 
ant calypso and his “Danny Boy” 
was delivered with moving dra- 
matic overtones. There was a 
slight misfire when he illustrated 
how “When the Saints Go March- 
ing In” might sound as a madrigal, 
but otherwise full marks for a top- 
grade professional entertainment. 
Incidentally, his “Hora,” the noted 
Israeli folk dance, was sung with 
an impeccable Hebrew accent. 

The accompanying quartet (Mil- 
lard Thomas, Vic Messer, Daniel 
Barrajanos, Norman Keenan) got 
very little of the screen limelight, 
but their backing played a vital 
| role in the presentation. Myro. 


ARSENIC AND OLD LACE 
With Dave King, Peggy Mount, 
Alan Wheatley, Michael Bentine, 





to Max Bygraves, who had featured 
Miss Francis’ “Who's Sorry Now?” 
when in the States. Later-she did 
a neat rendering of “Night and 
Day.” 

Show was ge by Kenneth 
Earle and Malcolm Vaughan, who 
aiso had a couple of spots. This is 
a comedy, singing duo who would 
have been okay with one appear- 
ance, but lacked the punch and 
versatility needed to hold the hour 
tocether. Their best contribution 
was a spirited version of “Moses 
Supposes,” with Glyn Owen, lead- 
ing inte a fairly funny classroom 
sequence which lacked a sock end- 
ing. Gina and Gerardo, a stylish 
dance act now at the Savoy Hotel, 
were first-class, particularly with 
their well-lit Brazilian Love Dance. 

Ronald Shiner, w.k. British film 
ard stage comic, made one of his 
rare tv appearances, strolling 
through the bill with a stooge and 


| climexing the hour with a not very 


funny skit on an Eastern bazaar. 
Shiner has a good tv personality, 
but his particular brand of comedy 
needs slicker material. Albert 
Locke’s production was efficient 
and a somewhat untidy evening 
needed one dominating personality 
to give it a shot in the -. 
ich. 





Bernard Delfont Presents 

Comedian Frankie Howard was 
the featured performer in this air- 
ing of Associated TeleVision's 
“Bernard Delfont Presents” (17), 
but the most attractive entry in 
the program was provided by guest 
artist Julius LaRosa, the American 
singer. Howard, as usual, was un- 
predictable. He clowned his way 
through a series of sketches, none 
of which was basically funny, but 
by his expert fooling and close 
contact with the audience, man- 
aged to maintain constant chortles, 

LaRosa made a nice showing in 
this, his British tv debut. After 
warbling through a couple of beat 
numbers. “Cheek To Cheek” and 
“Torero,” which didn’t exploit his 
voice to its best advantage, he 
showed his stuff on a good render- 
ing of the Italian ballad, “Just Say 
I Love Her.” Joyce Shock, a young 
British songstress, did three num- 
bers to rate as adequate, while .he 
rest of the lineup, Margaret Ruth- 
erford. Sabrina and Michael De- 
nison, did their stuff in sketches 
with Howard. Backing by the 





Dorothy Dewhurst, David Kos- 
soff, Gordon Phillott, Dorothy 
Bromily, James  Dyrenforth,| 
Harry Towb, Gene Sandys, Ron- 
ald Wilson, Jerry Stovin, Noel 
Howlett 

Writer: Joseph Kesselring 





Boing Show.” 

Interviews were handled in re- 
spectful fashion by network's 
Washington staffers includin 


George Herman, Wells Church a 

Charles Von Fremd. First law- 
maker to sound off was veteran 
Rep. Sam Rayburn, Texas Demo- 


crat and Speaker of the House, who | 


thought this was the most fruitful 
Congress yet and that it had done 
a splendid job on reciprocal trade, 
national defense, freedom of in- 
formation, railroads and Alaskan 
statehood. Rather sourly, he ob- 
served that with all the billions in 
giving and lending, this nation has 
fewer friends in the world than 
ever before. He also was con- 
cerned that a real housing bill had 
not passed in this Congress. 

Rep. Richard Simpson, Republi- 
can of Pennsylvania, thought sub- 
stantial portions of President Eis- 
enhower’s program had _ passed 
Congress but was upset because 
the lawmakers had not enacted a 
single piece of legislation to curb 
what he termed “bad labor lead- 
ers” and insure rights for decent 
union members. He was confident 
Eisenhower had given “wonderful 
leadership” to the nation. 

Sen. William Knowland, Repub- 
lican of California, and minority 
leader, described the 85th session 


jas a “Space Aid Congress” with a 


eet batting average. He expressed 
isappointment over the failure to 
enact adequate labor legislation as 
a result of the McClellan hearings. 
Sen. Mike Mansfield, Democrat of 
Montana, said it was a “Can Do 
Congress” and that our foreign re- 
lations had improved. 

Sen. John McClellan, Democrat 
of Arkansas, said that ultimately 
we would get the necessary laws to 
improve labor unions and 
Karl Mundt, Republican of South 
Dakota, also asserted that even- 
tually public opinion would get the 
country the labor legislation so 
necessary to clean up corruption. 
On the whole, Sen. Mundt ob- 
served, Congress had performed a 
good educational job for union 
members. Sen, Andrew F. Schoep- 
pel, Republican of Kansas, said this 


—— to the extent that his per- | 


Producer: Bernard Braden 

| Director: Christopher Morahan 

| 90 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 

| Associated Tele Vision from London 
| A large comedy contingent 
headed the cast of this Associated 
| TeleVision production of “Arsenic 
and Old Lace,” and the yocks came 
flowing. This farce, in the hands 


Braden, himself no mean comic, 
was simple and done on a one set 
stage from an A'!'V t) >atre-studio 
before an invited audie..ce. 

One of the big lavzhs of this 
presentation, however, was atthe) 
expense of Alan Wheatley who 
played Jonathan Brewster, the 
murdering maniac relative. Wheat 


| vidpix series and this fact led to 
many specially written-in gags. Dave 
King (Mortimer Brewster) made 
neat work of his role, but was! 
strongly under the influence of the | 


ormance was played just how) 
Braden would be expected to do it. | 
The two weird sisters were de-| 
lightfully drawn by Peggy Mount | 
and Dorothy Dewhurst, while | 
Michael Bentine’s Teddy was al- 
most a work of art. Bary. 








Foreign TV Followups | | 


| 





Saturday Spectacular 

Topping “Saturday Spectacular,” 
ATV's network vaude show (16), 
was Connie Francis. Making her 
U.K. tv debut, she emerged as a 
likeable, modest personality, easy 
on the eye and an adequate though 
not outstanding thrush. As a men: 
ber of a vaude bill st* was most 
acceptable, but as the headliner 
she fell short of requirements. Miss 
Francis did a coupla stints, closing 
the first half with “Who's Sorry 
Now?”", “Stupid Cupid,” in which 
she did some hoofing which did 
not overstrain her resources, and 





(Contipugd op page 40), .., J 





“Hands.” , This, she did, as a tribute, 


of a competent lineup came over | 
— and — — 7 = ma; | On The Island.” 
cabre way. Production by Bernard | hag w.k. Brilish vent Saveen doing 


ley alo appears a the Sheriff of | 
Nottingham in the “Robin Hood” | 


Harold Collins orch was substan- 
tial. Bary. 





Val Parnell’s Star Time 

Vic Damone headed the layout in 
the latest (21) offering of th's 
Associated TeleVision series. The 
Yank songster has made consider- 
able impact on British audiences 
‘during his stay in Britain via a 
| series of personal appearances and 
|several tv dates. In the offering 
funder review he maintained his 
| high standard of songmanship with 
|three nicely rendered numbers 
|\“Arrivederci Roma,” “One More 
For The Road,” and “Only Man 
Supporting bill 
|his stuff as emcee. When he stuck 
|to his dummy routine and very 
clever live and dummy dog banter 
| bit, he was first rate, but he groped 
his way, via several weak gim- 
m'cks, through his emceeship. 


| urprise entry was that of Terry 


/Dene and his newly-acquired wife 
Eana Savage, both a couple of 
songsters. Dene has built up his 
vocatistic reputation on a rock 'n’ 


while a solid beat songstress, can 
give out like a lark when required. 
In this spot, however, both clicked 
with a couple of solo smooch songs 
and as a duo. Dene opened with 
“I've Grown Accustomed To Her 
Face,” and Miss Savage followed 
on with “Que Sera Sera,” then both 
got together for a neat version of 
“Too Marvelous For Words.” 

Bill was completed by comedi- 
efine Sally Barnes who earned 
timid yocks with some contortions 
and a little singing Peter Cava- 
nagh, an impressionist who looks 
like his studies; and “the man with 
the gokden trumpet,” Eddie Calvert 
who blew smoothly through “Fan- 
fare Tango,” and “Little Sere- 
nade.” The Jack Parnell orch gave 
adequate backing. Bary. 


, bd ‘ , 
Gen’l Mills on ‘Lawman 
General Mills has signed to co- 

sponsor the western series “Law- 
man,” the Warner Bros. package 
which will be seen over ABC-TV 
on Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 

R. J. Reynolds had previously 
signed for the program on alter- 
nate weeks. Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample repped Mills. , : 


|i repertoire, and Miss Savage, 
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VARTETY -TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


Cities will be rotated weekly. 


The Variety chart is a co 


VagieTy’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele. 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S markets, covered 
npilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 


market. Under. the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 








DETROIT 


Stations: CKLW, WJBK, WWJ, WXYZ. TV Homes: 1,044,900. 


Survey Dates: June 26- July 3, 1958, 
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TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG, 
- tT aah Pr 1. Hemeymooners (Sat. 10:30).......... WJBK.... CBS 285  51)Starlight Theatre ...... CKLW 109 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)......... WJBK ; ss’ Ww 
2. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ........ WXYZ 2. Highway Patrol (Tues. 10:30)....... WIBK. bit Ziv = 5 41|Dr. = s S’cret Jour. Www 15.2 
3. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)... |. WXYZ 2. Sea Hunt (Sat. 7:00)... ....seeee: WIBK.... Ziv nee BR imo yr eget ——~ «6S 
° wa —_ Will many E+ 4 pga Soe 3. Harbor Command (Fri. 10:30)........ WJBK.... .Ziv 21.9 39 | Thin cw cute saeees wwJ 14.2 
: roken Arrow ‘Tues. 9: : ; 2 ‘ y 9. re PE, sos «st aseng WJ 
4. 26 Men (Sun. 6:30)..........+eeee: WXYZ.... ABC 19.2 4 BK 92 
5. Tal f Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9) .W ier : IXY 
€. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30)....... ww 5. Popeye ‘Mon.-Sun. 6:00)........+- CKLW.... AAP 19.1 43) Frontier Doctor ....... WXYZ 14.9 
7. Bob Crosby (Sat. 8:00-9:00).......... ww 6. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Wed. 7:00) CKLW.... NTA 18.5  35|Douglas Fairbanks .....WJBK = 12.5 
8. Maverick (Sun.-7:30-8:30)........... WXYZ 6. Stories of the Century (Fri. 6:30)....WXYZ . HTS 18.5 40 | ( News-Legoff, Weather. WJBK 10.3 
9. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)...... WJBK 1} CBS News . WJBK 10.7 
——— 97. Annie Oakley (Tues. 6:30).........- Warte.... CBS 18.2 39 | | News-Legoff, Weather WJBK 10.3 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS pr metics tunes Get. O50) sonata alii = me ack ais ted jie a 
K PROGRAM— —TIM ; acket Squa ‘Sat. en. c.aeee ee > ( < owll MB ccvcons 2 5 
= nm veieatiiees OFA. 9. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 7:00)...... _» § ree U.S. Borax 16.2 en ee WJBK 95 
1 “Pp af (M-F 6:00-6:30) CKL 10. Boots and Saddles ‘Thurs. 7:00)...... CKLW.... NBC 15.9 32|Silent Service ..........WJBK 14.5 
. *Popeye (M- ¢ - _ eo ee Ww Ww § jus cas XY 
2. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) .. WXYZ 11. Brave Eagle W ed. 6:30) ee) ft) CBS 155 34 hin ae ae Hoe WXYZ 14.5 
3. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5) WXYZ 11. Dr. Christian (Fri. 7:00) woe WOE. 50. ae 15.5 31 Mil ion Dollar Movie....CKLW 15.2 
4. ‘Detroit Bandstand (M-F 5:00-5:30)..WJB 12. Dr. Hudson’s Secret J'l ‘Tues 10:30). WWJ ...MCA 15.2 7 Highway Patrol . WJBK 22.5 
) K 
> Upteg r+ Mvme ty e A a -WIBK , 13. Frontier Doctor ‘Sun. 6:00)........ WXYZ.... HTS 14.9 PRR 86s Sate: woke sean CKLW 11.5 
. Ar nkletter ‘M- 130-3:00) |... WWJ “ ( = 7 7 > e 
7. *Price Is Right (M-F 11:00-11:30) |. WWJ | 14. Silent Service (Thurs. FOO)... o's vas WJBK .». NBC 14.5 = Boots and Saddles ...... CKLW 15.9 
8. *You Trust Your Wife (M-F 330-4). WXYZ 14. Topper (Wed. 6:30)..°...........-- WXYZ.... Telestar 14.5 32! Brave Eagle ..........:. CKLW 15.5 
9. *Verdict Is Yours (M-F 3:30-4:00) .. WJBK 5. Sky King (Thurs. 6:30)..........., CKLY . Nabisco 14.2 32 Frontier cL evens chee WXYZ 12 
10. *Treasure Hunt (M-F 10:30-11 a.m.) WWJ 16. Casey Jones ‘Tues. 7:00)............ wwJ . Screen Gems 13.9 30 Follow That Man... WJBK 13.5 
T 
SAN FRANCISCO Stations: KGO, KPIX, KRON, KTVU. TV Homes: 817,700. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS Soe 
at. ee Ss) ie ees on: 4:90)... . ... ics KRON.... Official 20.5 36 Godfrey Talent Scouts... KPIX 18.2 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ......... in — - , ? Dry 
2. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30). oo . 2. Honeymooners ‘Thurs. 7:00)....... KRON Ee CBS 20.2 43 Big Story eet eee KPIX 13.5 
3. G.E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30)... KPIX Y 3. Martin Kane ‘Sat. 9:30) ........... KPIX..... Ziv 20.2 34 Turning Point .......... KRON 19.5 
4. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00)... KPIX ‘9| 4. Highway Patrol ‘Tues 6:30)....... KRON.... Ziv 19.5 45| Name That Tune ....... KPIX 11.5 
- ne of ne mage A ge gg uel aon .9| 5. Sea Hunt (Sun. 7:00) ............. KRON.... .Ziv 18.5 37 Stte Trooper ........4.. KPIX 15.9 
. agon Train (Wed.‘’7: :30)......KRON ; i 7ed. 7:00) ’ "i ci 4 
6. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30)... KRON 6. Sheriff of Cochise Ww ed 7:00 , KRON .. NTA 18 5 34 OS. .cesonuvocenaes KGO 18.9 
7. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)... KGO 7. Dr. Hudsen’'s Secret J'l ‘Sun. 10:00)..KPIX..... MCA 17.5 35 (Best of MOM... occas KGO 15.9 
7. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) . ...KGO , 8. Harbor Command ‘Wed. 6:30) KRON.... .Ziv 17.5 43 | Casey JOnOe os inviidivss. KPIX 11.5 
. — aq ty a oe ag | 9. Silent Service ‘Sat. 7:00) . KRON.....NBC 16.9 $4|Perry Mason ......cc0- KPIX 18.9 
a ayhouse (Thurs. 9: :00) , PI “a ‘ tots j ; rg > 4 
8. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9) .KRON 24:5 | 1° Science Fiction Thea. Thurs. 6:30)..KRON.....Ziv 16.5 39 Sergeant Preston ....... KPIX 12.5 
ace wees Pana § i Ba. oven Samees (Fri. 6:50)... .. 2. ass oct KRON....-CBS 16.5 35 Intrigue Theatre .......KPIX 11.5 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS |12. State Trooper (Sun. 7:00).......... KPIX..... MCA 15.9 S80: }Gen. ait 5.2.55. c0 -.-KRON 18.5 
ae ; ? | 13. City Detective ‘Sun. 10:30) . -KRON.....MCA 15.4 37 What’s My Line ....... KPIX 19.2 
Stee LE DODO 7. BON «143124. ‘Mom of Annapelis (Mon. 6:30).....KRON.... Ziv 149 37 Robin Hood Sr) aS 
2. ‘Shell News (M-F 6:00-6:15) ._.....KRON alae wepeye M-F 5:30)..........csseces KRON.....AAP 14.0 42 Mickey Mouse Club......KGO 7.3 
= ‘Big Movie (M, W, F 10:00-11:30)....KPIX 13.2 | ae womens SF (Tues. 20:30).......0ceees KRON.... MCA 13.9 at. Sere KPIX 94 
= \Cheniel 5 aan GAe aces” aes 12.4/17. Big Story (Thurs. 7:00)............ KPIX..... Official 135 29) Honeymooners ........ KRON 20.2 
6. *Queen for a Day (M-Thurs 2-2:45)..KRON 3) 8. Dial 999 (Tues 7:30) Pe ae 13.5 od ee ee KGO 29.5 
i. {Channel 2 Presents MF 8:30-10) KTVU a Search for Adventure ‘Thurs. 7:30)..KPIX..... Bagnall 12.9 23 |Tic Tac Dough......... KRON 21.3 
- +News, Spo esk (M-T 11-11:15) ON 4) Kingdom of the S (Mon. 7 4 I i 2. 7 PD cnsaces CPIX pi 
$. *Price is Might OLT 16.4046 no apt 9.4) g o e Sea on. 7:00) KRON . Guild 12.9 27 Burns and Allen KPIX 21.2 





BALTIMORE 


Stations: WBAL, WJZ, WMAR. TV Homes: 431,500. 


Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 





TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 



































1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 16:00-10:30) ...WMAR 37.8; 1. Highway Patrol (Sat. 7:00).......... WMAR.... Ziv 21.3 O6| Barly Gbew «.. 006 o0cees ; 11.3 
2. Alfred Hitchceck (Sun. 9:30-10:00)...WMAR 35. 2. Caséy Somes (Mon. 7:30)......cccec: WJZ...... Screen Gems 19.8 43| Robin Hood ............ )M:z 16.8 
5.3 
> —— Thomas ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30) ....WMAR 34.3| 3. Popeye (M-F 4:45) ............... WJZ...... AAP 17.6 52|Edge of Night Ms 9.4 
B. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat “9:30-10) WMAR 313] 5: arate. WMAR... Nabi :s Siaew mee Wize 113 
: ; 7 at. 9: ._WMA 31.3 " wie (Get. 6:90)... .. =... sevice M: .. Nabisco ee GE. vac cekenaeon WJZ 11. 
6. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ WJZ 30.3! 6. Public Defender ‘Thurs. 6:30) ...... WMAR.... Interstate 15.3 42i Barly Shew .....cccsce. WJZ 12.0 
= jel cage ‘Sun. 9:00-9:30)... . WMAR 30.3| 7. Man Behind the Badge (Fri. 6:30)... _WMAR....MCA 14.8 39|Early Show ..........-- WJZ 16.3 
k eyenne ‘Tues. 7:30-8:30) ._...... WJZ 288; 7. Studie 57 (Wed. 10:00)...........:.. WMAR....MCA 14.8 32|U.S. Steel Hour ........WMAR 19.8 
7. Brok nr 
: oe - Arrow (Tues. 9:00-9:30) ....WJZ 2a8) F Darees (Thurs. 10:30) .......ccccscc WBAL ere 14.8 29 | Playhouse 90 ....... ooo .WMAR 22.8 
_5.  T've Got a Secret (Wed. 9:30-10:00)..WMAR 28.3 . — ¥ sate er C00) | oi suis we heey ve cee 14.0 42|Early Show ....... ponesda 3) 
ae a = . Brave Eagle ‘Sat. 6:00)........ sto — 13.8 45 | Early Show oneenes= aes 10. 
ee: TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS S. Cruse@er (Wed. 6:30).......cccscee WMAR....MCA 13.8 38 | Early Show opeeeeusae 15.3 
1. “Mickey Mouse Cleb G4¥ 630%) Was et Gray Ghost ‘Thurs, 20:00)... 00s. WIZ, is CBS 13.8 25 Playhouse dans cok WMAR 23.8 
+10: y ' eae . 4 aterfront (Mon. 6:30) rer re ; |Early Show ..... eevee Wad 
1 ‘mee Ge ae ceees WJZ 17.6/11. I Search for Adventure ‘Sun. 7:00)..WMAR.... Bagnall 128 34 Early oe... a 13.8 
3 °CRe New ae eo Oe as Ae +4 Ht. — — San. — Laue eee ba i re ' ro wens We Time: is vase prey = 
. 7s : OI PP oe Sl diel O) it. eye (Sat.. Sun. 5:30)............WJZ...... . 5|Jungle Jim ....... evene WM F 
. Hae ie ee Pi gE MAE 8, at 16:3 |12. Silent Service (Tues. 10:30)... +++. WBAL.... NBC 125 29 { 10:30 News eo sewadenal 23.8 
6. ‘Late S Le sae ane athe. | : 4 | Late Show 
7. cGulding bigut abe eo): --WJZ | 15.0/13. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00)...... WBAL.....US. Borax 108 29 {7:00 Final 15.0 
7. * x e m_ "al (CBS News . 
8. Cheends Tamme Gon tnt 148/13, Honeymooners (Sun. 10:00)....... WIE...... CBS 108 19 Loretta Young .........WBAL 243 
COLUMBUS Stations: WBNS, WLW-C, WTYN. TV Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK | . 
Coe OWS 1. Highway Patrol (Tues. 10:30)........ WBNS. ... .Ziv 25.2 58 Studio 57 ........+e0...WLW-C 105 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WBNS 2. Boots and Saddles ‘Sat. 10:30)...... WBENS..... NBC 24.0 50|Patio Playhouse ....... .WTVN 13.4 
2. Wyatt Earp ‘Tues 8:30-9:00)........ WTVN 3. Honeymooners (Sat. 7:00).:... «ee. WBNS..... CBS 20.8 51| Midwest Hayride .......WLW-C 11.9 
3. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) WTVN 4. roe — (Thurs. 8:00)...... BN 2058 83 | Zorro OR ee ereee WIVN 23-8 
3. Have Gun Will Travel ( 9-20-10) 5. ray ees (Fri. 7:30)... ....<0 . 42;Rin Tin Tin......ceces. . 
4. Real McCoys A ntng Peper 7 pu 5. Our Miss Brooks (Sun. 6:30).. 18.5 47|Lone Ranger ..... PP 10.9 
5. G.E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30)... WBNS 6. My Little Margie (Sat. 6:30). 18.3  47|Midwest Hayride .......WLW-C 122 
5. What’s My Line ‘Sun. 10-:30-11:00)... WBNS 7. Frontier (Tues. 6:30)....... 18.2 55|Amos 'n’ Andy......++.. WBNS 11.2 
6. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)... WBNS 7. Mike Hammer (Fri. 9:30)..... 18.2 31|Playhouse of Stars......WBNS 23.9 
7. Maverick ‘Sun. 7:30-8:30) ......... TVN 7. Tracer (Fri. 8:30) ere 18.2 32|Zane Grey Thetre.......WBNS 25.9 
8. Phil Silvers (Fri. 9:00-9:30) ....... WBNS 8» Badge 714 (Thurs, 7:30).... , 17.9 35|Circus Boy ....+. .WTVN 18.9 
. shy ing (Thues. i. eee oo rege. — + 55|Lonney Tunes ....+.e+- ‘wave At 
TOP TEN M i . Popeye (Th., Fri. 6:00)........e0--- ve be 56|Brave Eagle .....see0-- . 
ULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 10. Code 3 (Mon 7:00)..........ccceccss WUWC ABC 16.5 39 | f Locking Laue tie, 5 “eo 49 
1. *CBS News (M-F 7:15-7: se (CBS News .. @eceeee WB : 
2. +Looking-Long pH: ea’ itet oo Ly 10. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 7:00)..........WIVN.....CBS 16.5 37| { Looking-Long ........-WBNS 20.0 
3. +Casper Capers (M-F 4:00-5:00)... .. WTVN 181/13. Annie Oakley (Mon. 6: BNS BS | CBS News .....+++0+-WBNS 7 
3. +News—Pepper (M-F 11:00-11:15). WBNS 181| 12, fo When Wed NOB WRC ABO 162 51 | Hopeleng, Cassy «.....0TVS i39 
4. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) WTVN  17.0| 13. iceman thenlios thet Ss 20)" gee 15.9  32/U.S. Steel Hour .,..-... WBNS 
5. +Popeye Theatre (Th.. F 6:00. ‘WBN 0/13. Championship Bowiing (Sat. 11:30)..WBNS..... Schwimmer 15.5 48|Patio Playhouse ........WTVN 11.0 
6. tExplorers (Tu.. W 6:00-6:30. wee Ly 14. Dick Powell (Sun. 6:00)............ WBNS..... Official 14.2 41|Straw Hat Theatre......WI'VN 11.6 
9. -+hgnen- ‘a? Andy (T.WF 6.30-7:00). | WBNS 123 14. O’Henry Playhouse ‘Fri. 7:00)...... WTVN.....Gross-Kasne 14.2 40| { Looking-Long .........WBNS ; (17.7 
8. +News, ‘Weather (M-F 11:00-11:15).. .WLW-C! 11.7 ” 1 CBS News -:...+++0.(WBNS | / 18.0 
SE h ee ener MEE 100 11:18): WEW-C’ 117/14. Sheriff of Cochise (Mon. 10:30)... -.. WIVN'. NTA. 14.2 90|Studio One |....4..050) WBNS?! "21.2 
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VARTETY-TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. 
market. Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, 


VARIETY's weekly chart 1s based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 
Tne Varety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and Uve progra:ns, in each 
the (t) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 





CHICAGO 





Stations: WBBM, WBKB, WGN, WNBQ. TV Homes: 1,815,600. 


Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 


























i TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
K. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. SH. | PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) .......... Ww . State Trooper (Wed. 9:30) .........WNBQ....MCA Serene ....+>eann vaeees WBKB 12.5 
2. Bob Crosby (Sat. 7:00-8:00) ....... : ‘WNBO =3 Silent Service (Tues. 9:30) ......... WNBQ.... NBC 33| African Patrol ..... .... WBBM 16.5 
3. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30) .....WBBM 265| 3. African Patrol (Tues. 9:30) .........WBBM....Gross-Krasne 16.5 32)/Silent Service ..........WNBQ 16.9 
3. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30) .....WNBQ  265| 4 Sea Hunt (Wed. 8:30) ............ WGN... iv 15.2 26/I've Got A Secret.......WBBM 21.5 
4. What's My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00) ...WBBM 26.2| 5. Gray Ghost (Tues. 9:00) ...... .... WGN..... CBS 24|Californians ...... sooo. WNBQ 20.7 
5. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00) ...WBBM 245| 5. Highway Patrol (Fri. 8:00) ......... WGN ..... Ziv 25/Phil Silvers .......+....-WBBM 18.9 
6. Zorro (Thurs. 7:00-7:30) ........... WBKB 23.9| 6 Sky King ‘Thurs. 6:00) ...........- WNBQ@... Nabisco 43/| (| News-Bentley ......... WBBM 9.3 
7. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9) ..WBBM 23.5 | CBS News .....++++..-WBBM 9.7 
8. G.E Theatre (Sun. 8:00-8:30) ...... WBBM 23.2| 7%. Honeymooners (Thurs. 9:30) ....... WGN..... CBS 3.2 26| Playhouse 90 ...........WBBM 18.0 
9. Chevvy Show (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ...... WNBQ 23:9| 8. Celebrity Playhouse (Sun. 9:30) ....WGN..... Screen Gems 13.0 21| What's My Line.........WBBM 26.2 
9. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00) ........... WGN..... CBS 12. 35/| | News-Bentley .........WBBM TE | 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS _AV. |; ie TE “aeveecerrs- Same, 86 oe 
9. Brave Eagle (Tues. 6:00) ........... WGN..... CBS 2 33/ {| News-Bentley .........WBBM 123 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. 1) CBS News ......00. 12.7 
a a Es: Secret File U.S.A. (Sat. 5:30) ...... WBBM.... Balsam 2 34)|Charte~ Boat ...... . 9.9 
1. +News Roundup (M-F 10:00-10:15) ..WBBM 17.5 San Francisco Beat (Wed. 9:00) ....WGN .... CBS 5 20 It Could Be You.. 18.7 
2. tin Town Tonight (M-F 10:15-10:30 .WBBM 14.8 Gabby Hayes ‘Sat. 10:30 am.) ...... WNBQ.... AAP Ss 43\Friendshin Show .... 8.2 
2. +Susan’s Show (M-F 4:00-4:30) .....WBBM 14.8 Frontier (Sat. 6:00) ................WNBQ ...NBC 2 34,\\ News-Bentley ... 11.7 
3. ‘Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) ..WBKB 13.3 11 CBS News ....ce0s 11.3 
4. + Movietown U.S.A. (M-F 10-11:30) ..WBKB 11.1 Whirlybirds (Thurs. 9:00) ........ WGN..... CBS 11.2 22| Playhouse 90 ..... 19.0 
5. “CBS News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ... WBBM 110 Bugs Bunny (Mon.-Fri. 6:30) ....... WGN..... AAP 10.8 23| Wagon Train ...... es 20.2 
6. +Bugs Bunny & Friends (M-F 6:30-7). WGN 10.8 Crusader (Fri. 9:30) .. .....0000. WGN..... MCA 10.5 17) Person To Person...... 20.2 
6. tNews-Bentley (M-F 6:00-6:15) ....WBBM 10.8 Racket Souad (Tues. 8:30) ......... . ae 10.5 17 Bob Cummings .... ‘ 22.9 
7. +Feature Film (Tu, F 10:00-11:30) ...WGN 10.6) Boston B'ackie (Tues. 9:30) ........ WGN .... Ziv 10.2 19 Silent Service ......... 16.9 
8. *Art Linkletter (M-F 1:30-2:00 ..... WBBM 9.8) Cs BG: BI i. ices otsds teks WBKB.... ARC 10.2 17 Person To Person...... 20.2 
8. Price Is Right (M-F 10-10:30 a.m.) WNBQ 98) ee Gee, See .. .... + cmaeswos on WBKB TPA 10.2 21 9:30 Theatre - 175 








CLEVELAND 


Stations: KYW, WEWS, WJW. TV Homes: 484,109. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 








TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 





PV me oe a 


SCNHUNAwWUNISOUS 





—— 








*Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) ..WEWS 
+Sohio Reporter (M-F 11:00-11:15) .. WJW 
+News-T. Field (Tu-F 11:00-11:15) ..WEWS 
*Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5) .WEWS 
*Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 a.m.) .KYW 
+6 O'Clock Adventure ‘M-F 6:00-7) .. KYW 
+News-T. Field (M-F 6:45-7:00) .. WEWS 
+Highliehts of News (M-F 6:30-6:45) .WEWS 
*Truth-Cansea. (M-F 11:30-12 noon) KYW 


PO IMB 


1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) ....... wsw 40 
2. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ......... WEWS 31 
3. Wyatt Earp ‘Tues. 8:30-9:00) ....... WEWS 31 
4. Lawrence Welk (Sat. 9:00-10:00) ...WEWS 30 
5. Have Gun Will Travel ‘Sat. 9:30-10) .WJIW 29 
6. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11:00) ...WJIW 29. 
7. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00) ..WJW 28. 
8. Broken Arrow ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30) ..... WEWS 28. 
9. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) ...... wsw 28. 
10. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ......... WEWS 28. 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 
+Popeye ‘M-F 5:30-6:00) .. KYW 


Silent Service (Sat. 10:30) ......... WIwW.... 
Frontier Doctor (Mon. 7:00) ........ KYW 
Waterfront ‘Fri. 10:30) .......... WEWS.... 
State Trooper ‘Tues. 9:30) ......... lA 
Highway Patrol ‘Fri. 10:30) ........ Www... 
Medic (Fri. 7:30) > » aie tienes WJIW...: 
Honeymooners ‘Tues. 10:30) ........ KYW... 
Death Valley Days (Thurs. 7:00) .... KYW... 
San Francisco Beat (Wed. 7:00) ..... «9.00 
Guise 3 uss. WF) |. zee seas WEWS 


Sheriff of Cochise (Wed. 7:00) anew 


If You Had a Million (Thurs. 7:00) .. WEWS. . 


Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:30) ........... 7 
Annie Oakley ‘Sat. 6:30) ........... Ar 
MM Carsen (Sun. 6:30) ....0cccecocss WEWS.... 
weeeen Cred, V0) .. . ceasaevise es wsIw 

i Casson (Tues. 7:00) 50 cadeacwes WEWS.... 
Little Rascals (Sun. 1:00) ..........WEWS.... 
Count of Monte Cristo ‘Sun. 6:00) ..WEWS.... 
Harbor Command ‘Sat. 10:30) ...... == 
Our Miss Brooks ‘Mon. 7:00) ...... WEWS.... 
Union Pacific (Wed. 10:30) ........ KYW 


Interstate 


TPA 


. lV 


CBS 


. CNP 


50, Harbor Command ...... 
42 Our Miss Brooks ....... 
35 Boxing eee 


39 Pantomine Quiz ..... 


32| Boxing ss #aeNs 6 
Git Geet Tee Tee incact couse 
ue =e: =? 
38| If You Hed a Million .... 
40| Sheriff of Cochise ..... 
34} Honeymooners ........ 
37| San Francisco Beat .... 
35} Death Valley Days ..... 
.. WEWS 
wtws 


41! Mickey Mouse Ciub 


56 | 20th Century Fox Hour . 
51 ath Comtey ..nsater<- 
25 | Wagon Trai <cccccscs: 
35 | Star Showcase ..... — 
46| Family Theatre ........ 


45 Little Theatre ...<ece 


29; Silent Service ......... 
29; Frontier Doctor ....... 


aad U. S. Steel Hour ..... 


KYW 
KYW 


.WIw 


KYW 


wiw 
KYW 
wow 


wiry 
-wiw 


wiw 
KYW 
wJw 


te ee 


meno 
SSASCOGOMVGAVINIIAIASCOUCSH & 
CN PU SR WUUUWUNONSUU RON 
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MILWAUKEE 


Stations: WISN, WITI, WTMJ, WXIX. TY Homes: 298,000. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 

















‘OP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 1. Whirlybirds (Sun. 9:30) ........... WTMJ.... CBS 42) What's My Line ....... WXIX 229 
— : 2. State Trooper ‘Tues. 9:30) ......... WTMJ.... MCA 46 Sneak Preview .........WXIX 15.9 
1. Restless Gun (Mon. yey es pis 29.9 3. Boots and Saddles ‘Thurs. 8:00) ....WTMJ.... NBC 27 Pat Boone ddpanees. Wiel 19.2 
2. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 7:30-8) .. WT 9.2 | . 1000) 45s... WISN riv 34| { Wea., News .......... WTMJ 16. 
3. Bob Cummings (Tues. 8:30-9:00) ....WTMJ 2855 %. Mighway Poteet (Sun. 1658 . as Bh a te ene 4S, ey 
Nee re ues 00020) | Wias 219| @& Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:30) ...... WXIX.....U. S. Borax 31 Saturday Night Theatre..WTMJ 22.4 
6. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ........ WxIx 27.2| 5. Douglas Fairbanks (Wed. 9:30) ..... WTMJ.... ABC 28 U. S. Steel Hour .......WXIX 182 
7. Wagon Train egg role ey! ha Lt od Sy 6. Harbor Command (Thurs. 9:30) ..... WTMJ.... Ziv 24, Playhouse 90 .....06... WXIX 21.2 
8. Bob Crosby ‘Sat. 7:00-8:00) ........ I ‘3| 6. Silent Service (Fri. 9:30) .......... WISN..... NBC 26| Bexing «.......,.. eoess-WTMS = 18.7 
9. Twenty One ‘Mon. 8:00-8:30) ....... WTMJ 26.2; . yay ° ee ; Sho 
10. Lawrence Welk (Sat. 8:00-9:00) ..... WISN 25.9 | > pee eee ae oe puss © as oes ee — a4 = W wcevedevees po e 
YOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS | 8. Last of the Mohicans (Sun. 5:30) ....WTMJ.... TPA 31| Lone Ranger ........... WISN 10.5 
_ $$$ | 9. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 9:00) ....... WISN.....NTA S8) Gosling. ..«-senwnteads: WTMJ 212 
1. *NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ....... WTMJ =-15.2/ 10, Kingdom of the Sea (Mon. 9:30) .... WISN..... Guild 19| Suspicion ............. WIMJ 242 
[ee Hees eS cei Waar, 122/11. Star Performance (Sun. 3:30) ....... WXIX.... Official 44 Youth Wants To Know... WTMJ — 6.5 
ge ep yer yw ‘2/12, Flash Gordon (Sun. 12 noon) WXIX Guild 43 Popeye WISN 7.2 
4. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) .. WISN 13.3| 12. Flasi lon (Sun. 12 noon) ....... XIX..... YE .---s0eeeeeeees S: 
5. +Late ete (M-F 10:00-10:15) _.. WXIX 12.6 | 13. Readers Digest (Mon. 10:15) ....... WTMJ.... .Telestar 23 Big Movie ...ccccocs... Wien 12.0 
6. #Gretchin Colnik (Tu, Th 4:00-4:15) .WISN 118/14, Frontier Doctor (Sun. 11:30 a.m.) ...WXIX.....HTS 67; Men's Club ........ ..».WTMJ 4.2 
7. *Price Is Right (M-F 10-10:30 am) .WIMJS 10.9) 44 yittle Lulu (Fri. 6:30) ............. WITI......AAP 19| Rin Tin Tin ...... oes... WISN 11.5 
8. +Big Movie ‘M-W 10:10-Signoft cake WISN 10.4; 14. Sea Hunt (Pri. 10:13) WTMJ Ziv 22| Late Show WXIX 109 
9. +Deadline 12 (M-F 10:00-10:15) ..... WISN rt - Sea Hunt (Fri. 10:15) .............. TMS... 2 Show ......+. coos WXD ‘ 
10. +Late Show (M-F 10:15-Signoff .....WXIX 9.7'14. Studie 57 (Thurs. 9:00) ............ WISN.....MCA 14| Playhouse 90 ...... WXIX 20.5 





NEW ORLEANS 


Stations: WOSU, WJMR, WWL. TV Homes: 221,800. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958, 





TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 








1. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30) ...... WDSU 
2. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 7:30-8) ..WDSU 
3. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ......... WwwWwL 

4. Chevy Show (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ....... WDSU 
5. Restless Gun (Mon. 7:00-7:30) ...... WDSU 
%. Father Knows Best (Wed. 7:00-7:30) .WDSU 
6. Twenty One (Mon. 8:00-8:30) ....... WDSU 
7. Leretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30) ..... WDSU 
8. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 8:30-10:00) ....WWL 

9. Best of Groucho (Thurs. 7:00-7:30) ..WDSU 


MPF PP PME 


=a 


SRS Sssenss 
NYA SNNUAUNL 


cy 








TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 


a 
s©e 
. 





me News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ........ WDSU 
+Euee Senate r-Sports (M-F 6-6:15) .WDSU 
*Price Is Right (M-F 10-10.30 am.) ..WDSU 
+Ames ’n’ Andy (M-Th 5:15-5:45) ...WDSU 
+Esse Reporter (M-F 11:00-11:15) ...WDSU 
+Wea., Esso Reporter (M-F 5:45-6) ..WDSU 
“Treasure Hunt (M-F 9:30-10 a.m.) ..WDSU 
“Queen, For a Day (M-F 3:00-3:45) .. 


Prereere 


“#Little Rascals (M-F 4:30-5:15) ...-. 


a 





WDSU 
-F 10:30-'* am). U co 
7 WDSU 


Ges Mas (hues. GB)... csvescesse WDSU.... Ziv 
entree, GED 5. cde coctben WDSU.... NBC 
Honeymooners (Wed. 9:30) ..... 0909 SE +s oe 
Highway Patrol (Fri. 10:00) ........WDSU.... Ziv 
Official Detective (Sun. 9:30) .......WDSU.,... NTA 
Target (Wed. 10:00) ......... ee lO 
Whirlybirds (Mon. 10:00) ..........WDSU.... CBS 
Frontier (Sat. 10:00) ......... > Fe 
Looney Tunes (Sat. 8:00 a.m.) ......WDSU.... Guild 
Men of Annapolis (Thurs. 9:30) .....WDSU.... Ziv 
Code 3 (Sun. 10:00) ............ — ae + 
State Trooper (Tues. 10:00) ...,....WDSU.+..MCA 
Boots and Saddles (Fri. 7:00) .......WWL..... NBC 
26 Men (Fri. 10:30) .......... secéas esse AR 
Decoy (Thurs. 10:00) ....... occceese WDSU.... Official 
Sky King (Sat. 11:00 a.m.) .........WDSU.... Nabisco 
Studie 57 (Tues. 10:30) ..... a césebs EO. os BCA 
Frontier Doctor (Tues. 9:30) .......WWL..... HTS 
Charlie Chan (Sat. 9:30) ...,......5.WWL.,... TPA 
Harbor Command (Mon. 10:30) .....WDSU.... Ziv 


53/|Frontier Doctor ...... 


42/All Star Theatre....... 
50/U.S. Steel Hour..... - 
§2/African Patrol ..... ie * 
44; What's My Line....... 
55|Captain David Grief... 
$3} Waterfront ............ 
55| Video Sound Stage..... 
80|\Captain Kangaroo ..... 
38) Playhouse 90 ......... 
Don Ameche Play of W'k 
Bl | TwecheGewe: soi cpcccese. 
36\ Jefferson Drum ....... 
News, Weather, Sports. . 
49|Gray Ghost ....>...... 
Town & Country Journal 
62 | News, Weather, Sports. . 
36)Sea Hunt .......... ine 
37 

53 





+ Joseph Cotton ...:..... 
News, Weather, Sports. . 


. WWL 
-WWL 
WWL 


WwwL 
WWL 
WwwL 
WwwL 
WWwL 
WwL 
WwwL 
WWL 
WwWwL 
WDSU 
WwwL 
WwWL 
WwwL 
WwwL 


.wpsu 
.WDSU. 
WWL 


185 
14.0 
19.2 
17.5 
25.9 
14.5 
15.2 
12.2 

5.5 
31.9 
16.5 
15.9 
28.2 
14.2 
16.4 

75 


27.5 
24.2 
11.8 
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Other Official Films available for strip programming: Star Perf ¢, formerly Four Star Playhouse -15$3 programs 


Cross Current/Dateline Europe/Osecrseas Adventure/formerly Foreign Intrigue -156 programs* American | egend-80 programs 
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PAPHER 2. 


Sull out-rating top network, local and syndicated shows—even in fourth 
and fifth runs—Stu Erwin’s “TRouBLE WITH FATHER” proves strip pro- 





gramming is successful programming. 109 stations in every type of mar- 
ket have run these 130 films for leading national and regional sponsors. 


Ratings prove “Trouble With Father” is still Number 1. 


In Indianapolis, “TROUBLE WITH FATHER”, in its FIFTH RUN, seen at 4:30 PM, 
pulled a rating of 17.8 against “Do You Trust Your Wife?” with 4.9 and 
“Movie Time” with 4.8. In Huntington-Charleston, West Virginia, seen at 9:30 AM, 
“TROUBLE WITH FATHER”, in its THIRD RUN, chalked up a rating of 12.3 
against “The Morning Show” with 5.1. 


Sponsors prove “Trouble With Father” is a Number 1 Buy! 


High ratings and tremendous appeal for every member of the family have made =J 
“TROUBLE WITH FATHER” a resounding success. These are some typical sponsors: 

Beech-Nut Life Savers, Inc. e The Bon Ami Company ¢ Brown and Williamson 

Tobacco Corp. ¢ Continental Baking Co., Inc. ¢ The Procter and Gamble Co. 

Standard Brands Incorporated « Whitehall Pharmacal Company 


Produced by Hal Roach, Jr. + A Roland Reed Production 


Call the leader 











in strip 
programming REPRESENTATIVES: 
Atlanta * Jackson 2-4878 
SS Beverly Hills * Crestview 6.3528 

erry | Chicago * Dearborn 2-5246 
Cincinnati « Cherry 1-4088 4s 
iT Dallas * Emerson 8-7467 , 

B72 Fayetteville + Hillcrest 2-5485 

Fi. Lauderdale + Logan 6-1981 

OFFICIAL FILMS, INC. Minneapolis * Walnut 2-2743 5 
25 West 45 St., New York San Francisco * Juniper 5-3313 


PLaza 7-0100 St. Louis * Yorktown 53-9231 j 


yrograms * \1 Little Margit 126 programs 
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Variety's weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by Pulse’s latest reports on 
feature films and their competition covers 155 markets. 
markets will be listed, with the #0 top-rated features tabulated. 

Factors which would assist distributors. agencies, stations and adveriisers tn 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market hare been 
included in this Varrety chart. Ltsted below {s such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributer included wherever possible along with the title. 
to such factors as the time and day. the high and low ratings for the measured 


Each week, two different 


Attention should be paid 


tained. 


VARIETY-PULSE FEATURE CHART 


feature pertod and share of audience, since these factors reflect the, effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, t.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking ino account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 
Under Time Slot, S. O. stands for Sign-Off. 








‘BALTIMORE 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 


1, “CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS”— 
Freddie Bartholomew, Spencer 
Tracy, Lionel Barrymore; 
MGM; 1937; MGM-TV 


2. “BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST”’— 
Walter Pidgeon, Greer 
Garson, Marsha Hunt; 
MGM; 1941; MGM-TV 


3. “DOUBLE DEAL”"— 
Marie Windsor, 
Richard Denning; 
RKO; 1950; C&C 


4. “BRINGING UP BABY”— 
Katharine Hepburn, 
Cary Grant; 
RKO; 1938; C&C 


5. “THE GROOM WORE SPURS”— 
Ginger Rogers, Jack in 
Carson, Joan Davis; 

Universal; 1951; AAP 


6. “ARCTIC FURY”’— 
Fve Miller, 
Del Cambre: 
Plymouth; 1949 


7. “ONCE UPON A TIME”— 
Cary Grant, 
Janet Blair: 
Columbia; 1944; Screen Gems 


7. “WEFKEND FOR THREE”— 
Dennis O'Keefe, 
Jane Wyatt: 
RKO; 1941; C&C 


8. “LADY IN THE LAKE”’— 
Robert Montgomery, Audrey 
Totter, T.levd Nolan: 

MGM; 1946; MGM-TV 


9. “INNOCENTS OF PARIS”— 
Alastair Sim, 
Claire Binom: 
Tudor; 12955; Governor-TV 


COLUMBUS 


1. “FRONTIER AGENT"— 
Johnny Mack Brown: 
Monovram; 1948; HTS 


~ 


“TOMORROW AT SEVEN”’— 
Chester Morris, 

Vivienne Osborne; 

RKO; 1933; Alexander 


3. “THE ‘PETRIFIED FOREST”’— 
= Humphrev Bovart, Leslie 
Howard, Bette Davis; 
Warner Bros.; 1936; AAP 


4. “RAMROD”— 
Joel McCrea, Veronica 
Lake, Donald Crisp; 
United Artists; 1947; NTA 


5. “KILL HIM FOR ME”— 
Arturo De Cordova, 
Leticia Palma: 

RKO; 1954; C&C 


6. “THIS IS MY LOVE”— 
Linda Darnell, 
Dan Duryea; 
RKO; 1954; Alexander 


7. “DOUBLE IDENTITY’— 
Ray Middleton, 
Jane Wyatt: 
Republic; 1941; HTS 


1. “THE NOOSE HANGS HIGH”’— 
Bud Abbott, Lou Costello, 
Joseph Calleia; 

Eagle Lion; 1948; UA-TV 


8. “TEXAS TRAIL”— 
Hopalong Cassidy; - 
Paramount; 1937; NBU 


9. “THE GHOST AND MRS. MUIR”— 
Rex Harrison, 
Gene Tierney; 
20th Century Fox; 1947; NTA 


, 
MOT Tor aiid Jers ' 


TIME SLOT 


Late Show 
Fri. June 27 
10:40 p.m.-S.O. 
WIZ 


Late Show 
Tues. Julv 1 
10:40 p.m.-S.0. 
WIZ 


Early Show 

Fri. June 27 

6:00-7:25 p.m. 
WIZ 


Late Show 
Sat. June 28 
10:40 v.m.-S.0. 
WIZ 


Early Show 

Wed. July 2 

6:00-7:25 p.m. 
WIZ 


Early Show 
Sun. June 29 
6:00-7:95 p.m. 

WIZ 


Big Movie of the Week . 
Sat. June 28 
10:30 n.m.-S.0. 
WMAR 


Early Show 
Tues. July 1 
6:00-7:95 p.m. 

WIZ 


Late Show 
Sun. June 29 
10:40 ».™ -S.O. 
WIZ 


Channel 2 Theatre 


Golden West 

Sat. June 28 

5:00-6:00 v.m. 
WTVN 


Sunday Showboat 
Sun. June 29 
3:30-4:45 p.m. 

WTVN 


Sunday Showboat 
Sun. June 29 
2:00-3:30 p.m. 

WTVN 


Patio Playhouse 
Sat. June 28 
10:30 v.m.-S.O. 
WTVN 


Armchair Theatre 
Thurs. June 26 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 

WBNS 


Strawhat Theatre 
Sun. June 29 
5:00-6:30 p.m. 

WTVN 

Sunday Showboat 
Sun. Jyne 29 
12:30-2:00 p.m. 

WTVN 


Armchair Theatre 
Fri. June 27 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WBNS 


Hopalong Cassidy Show 
Mon. June 30 
5:00-6:55 p.m. 

WTVN 


Lex Mayers Theatre 
Sun. June 29 
10:00 p.m.-S.O. 
WTVN 


Stations: WBAL, WJZ, WMAR. 


PULSE 

AVERAGE AVERAGE 

RATING HIGH LOW SHARE 
24.6 26.5 23.0 61 
21.6 23.0 20.0 64 
16.9 18.5 16.0 47 
16.0 17.0 15.0 42 
14.6 15.5 13.5 41 
143 15.5 13.5 44 
14.2 17.0 11.0 35 
14.2 15.0 13.5 39 
13.0 14.5 11.5 41 
12.7 13.5 11.3 56 


Stations: WBNS, WLW-C, WTVN. 


13.0 13.7 12.3 46 
12.5 13.7 11.0 43 
12.2 12.7 11.7 33 
12.1 13.7 10.7 30 
11.7 12.3 11.0 43 
11.6 12.3 110 © 39 
11.5 12.0 11.0 34 
115 12.7 10.0 40 
11.3 11.7 11.0 36 
10.0 11.3 8.7 24 


TV Homes: 431,500. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 


AV. 
TOP COMPETITION STATION RATINGS 
Person to Person........++++ WMAR aoe eee 
11 O’Clock News. ....ccccecses WEAR cccesece 9.5 
Channel 2 Theatre— 

“Paid to Kill”...... <¢oesens RAMEE suvanane Be 
Silent Service. ..scsccscccoses WBAL ween oe 
Jith Hour Final... cccescesss WBAL, cccve rey 
Wight Wile... ...cceave i deel WRAL . owrese. OF 
Jack Paar Show......eeeeee4> WATS cacscrces OP 
ee i Ee oso cnn ns ea sas WMAR ee 
Man Behind the Badge....... WMAR .....---148 
weve Wine... ..sccuses WEY wes saess 17.5 
Ee SRE. 6. Lon nansssvemene’ WEE t.ecntees 18.0 
Big Movie of the Week— 

“Once Upon a Time”....... WERE Jsacess 13.6 
ee eS BRT. .tcteceseonne ot re 113 
Ee |}. btietkeetnw wees WHER. srsancds 132.8 
Ty Cree Fin innacdiavawes Wa cccvsees 145 
Ce UE: 5 vs seen werdncuoas WwMAR ° 15.0 
0 Ee een WMAR é 98 
OY. a Ne en WAR: ..cceeees 1n3 
I Search for Adventure...... WA éccccan’ 128 
oe gg a a coker WIE -cieatowsa 16.0 
Late Show— 

“Bringing Up Baby”........ Wee avddesds we 16.0 
Ree ow ABET. ccnadvednnns WAR ..ccces 183 
Follow That Man............- \ ahaahe 3) Se ee 153 
(Bis: 2, ree Wa at enes 179 
Pe: <->. euuneutun wa baa Wr Ole. tenner 17.5 
What's Mv Line............ Wa pseaces 245 
TOO as ev catewens WC AW. i ceepeen 145 
Follow That Man........... abt Se eee o5 
PGND DRM . dae caxvodeceou WEEE canescens 7.0 
Late Show— 

» “Two Sisters From Boston” WJZ oy 58 


AV. 
SH. 


41 
24 


22 
28 
22 
19 
16 
38 
39 


43 
43 


36 


36 


27 
39 


a4 
34 


TV Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 


Sta Erwin Show... ...cccesses a 7.9 
Air Power Sodas sas Ry ee 8.9 
ji Ee Pere vince Se 15.3 
ee. |. ct See owe occ’ Wt: <cviencsd 14.7 
Channel 10 Theatre— 

TEs. Hag oo 6 cswnas WE sins puttheas 8.9 
Baseball— 

Boston vs. Cleveland. . WES  s¥sdvdor 19.7 
Boots and Sadd'es........ » 00 I sawautoe 240 
Alfred Hitchtock............. WRENS .sc..00. 20.4 
Championship Bowling....... WES <cvcceos SS 
Gold Cup Theatre—- 

“Everybody Sing’’.... Was 2 1Gehees 83 
Channel 10 Theatre— 

or WHE. achwSees. 8.9 
Dick Powell Show............ WH av Geacent 14.2 
Baseball— 

Boston vs. Cleveland.... Weel <icivecbes 20.0 
Gold Cup Theatre— 

“Butch Minds the Baby” WLW 26300225 9.7 
Annie Oakley................ WBNS Whats 16.2 
eee CONG on nine vcccsice os Een histeh Sa 14.9 
$64,000 Challenge............. WEBNS ..... -. 242 
What's My Line.........) |" WBNS .........29.2 ° 
Sunday News Special......... | \ . Serres =. 
News—Norman Dohn......... 0 eee 
Academy Award Theatre— 

;, “Boomerang” ,..,..; 64 


-sess) -WENS Beseeece a 


29 
31 


45 
34 


54 


51 
48 


31 


33 
41 


59 


51 
47 


aa 














Wednesday, August 27, 1958 








~ WHAT WILL CHANNEL 13 


THIS IS ALICE America’s newest 
sweetheart will capture the heart of all 
the family! 































TV HOUR OF STARS The top afternoon 
dramatic show...with John Conte as 
your host. 


HOW TO MARRY A MILLIONAIRE 
You'll bank a million dollars worth of 
laughs with these three beauties. 


MAN WITHOUT A GUN A Western editor 
fights for freedom of the press, in the 
great tradition. 
















JAZZ PARTY Art Ford hosts the most 
discussed and praised new TV show of 


DANGER IS MY BUSINESS The TV 
screen has never before seen such adven- 
ture and excitement. 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE FILM FESTIVAL 
The beloved star, at the peak of 
her talents, in memorable masterpieces. 
















NOTRE DAME FOOTBALL GAMES 
Your only chance to see telecasts of the 


whole Fighting Irish football schedule. 






GREENE MOVES TO THIRTEEN You'll 
thrill to Richard Greene as Robin Hood 
five times a week, 


RATE THE RECORD Famous celebrities 
rate records with hatchets and orchids. 






RAS 





















PAROLE See actual prisoners photo- 
graphed as they come up for parole. It’s 
gripping, unusual TV. 


NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH 
David Susskind in an hour of incisive 
comment and interviews. 


CROSSROADS Inspiring episodes in the 
lives of famous clergymen, upliftingly 
dramatized. 









Re 


You'll change your viewing habits in the fall, when all of these WNTA-TV 


programs will be shown on WNTA-TV, the new station In town. 
As you can see, Channel 13 will be made of great television enter- 
tainment. You name it—adventure, comedy, panel, quiz, western, 


news, motion pictures, sports, music. You'll find them all...tallored 
with the bright, fresh, imaginative approach for which WNTA-TV 
Is already noted. And it’s all just the start of the big change to... cee. 






MOVIE NIGHT Typical titles: Captain 
from Castile, 20,000 Years in Sing Sing, 
Black Fury, Jane Eyre, Ramona. 







Plagued by FLUGTURATINGS? You won't be with AIP (Audience Insurance Plan)— the realistic new idea in TV spot buying for New York. 
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From the Production Centres 


tees, Continued from page 28 


to lovelorn” series on KCOP, boiled over when Oscar Levant remarked 
on his KHJ-TV program that slie’s too old to give advice on love... . 
Ivan Ditmars and Don Isham, NBC organists, Henry Russell onetime 
NBC music director on the Coast, and Jerry Bowne, former musician. 
have taken on sidelines, what with the “live” musie biz being so haz- 
ardous . KHJ deejay George Crowell spun his millionth record last 
week. He has been at it over 20 years ... Al Capstaff, executive produ- 
cer of NBC's “Monitor,” rounding up some more names for the week- 
end’s “Stardust” feature. Show is “oversold.” .. . Bob Swezey, chairma 
of NAB's Freedom of Information committee, is here from New Or- 
leans to demonstrate to lawyers duly convened that radio and tv can 
cover trials without disturbing court procedure . . . Casey Shawhan 
started his fifth year as press head at NBC and his staffers gave him a 
wet sendoff .. . Bates agency’s Dick Pinkham in town to get “Thin 
Man” on the road again for Colgate .. . Dinah Shore will break in some 
new tv routines in her oneweek stand at the Flamingo in Las Vegas 


IN CHICAGO... 


Howard Miller emceed WIND's “Go Back to School” rally at Lane 
Tech last Sunday (24)... Daily News tv ealler Terry Turner off to 10- 
day junket to the Coast, courtesy ABC . . . Model mentor Pat Vance 
helming a new kiddie talent show on WGN-TV ... WBBM-TV named 
Prof. Dan Q. Posin its science consultant, deeming it necessary to have 
one in the atomic and space age .. . RCA popping for assorted blow- 
outs here to ballyhoo George Gobel’s forthcoming NBC-TV-er during 
the comic's nitery stand at the Palmer House here . . . WNBQ an- 
nouncer Greg Denovan piloting his own plane on a three-week vaca- 
tion in the west . . . Lem Schiosser, WBBM-WBBM-TV pubaffairs pro- 
ducer, in Mexico on a respite . . . Carter Davidson, former AP cor- 
respondent now active in educational tv, planed to the Middie East to 
make a series of films for Educational Television and Radio Center. 
Principa! objective with President Nasser of Egypt . . . Jess Barker, 
the WCFL deejay, vacationing in Georgia . . . ABC veep Sterling (Red) 
Quinlan back at his desk after a rest in Hawaii .. . Howard Earle of 
WGN-TV newsroom on leave of absence until Jan. 15 te work on two 
books, one of them dealing with medical problems . . . John Mallow 
will host WGN-TV’s Thursday night blockbusters from the NTA “Cham- 
pagne Package.” Station is kicking off the new feature film program 
with a champagne party. 


IN WASHINGTON eee 


Martha Rountree’s “Leave it to the Girls,” due for an early Sep- 
tember preem on NTA, will do a “dry run” at Walter Reed Army Hos- 
pital Thursday (28), with Nancy Hanschman moderating . . . ABC lensers 
here to shoot footage on National Historical Wax Museum for an up- 
coming tv show . . . Indie station WWDC claims top audience rating 
for July with a 19.8 Puise score . . . Radio shipments to dealers con- 
tinues to drop, according *+ latest figures of Electronie Industries As- 
sociation, which shows a drop, for first 26 weeks of this year, from 
3,436,428 in ‘57, to 2,905,327 this year . . . Same report shows tv re- 
ceiver sales up in June from 210,197 preceding month to 220,512... . 
Felix Grant, WMAL-ABC d.j., set to emcee a Jazz Festival at Sheraton 
Park Hotel Sept. 7... Eddie Gallaher, WTOP-CBS 4d.j. and sports- 
caster, visited Redskins Training camp while on vacation in California 
. .. Dr. Ralph Lapp, former member of Atomic Energy Commission, 
guested on WRC-NBC’s show, produced in cooperation with George 
Washington U, past Sunday (24). 


IN BOSTON ... 


WEEI sales promosh dir. Joe Cullinane sent out 5,000 copies of a 
1958 hurricane map “to whip up a sales storm in N. E. for WEEI” 
marking third year the maps have gone to yacht clubs from Maine to 
Florida, ad agencies, schools, fire depts., etc... . Gregory G. Harney 
Jr., CBS-TV lighting director, appointed production mgr. of WGBH-TV 
... Topsfield Fair inked for sked of ID’s on WBZ-TV... Pat O'Day, vo- 
calist on WEEI, signed for two weeks at Eddys’ in Kansas City open- 
ing Sept. 5... Duncan MacDonald interviews undersec of labor James 
T. O'Connell! “Yankee Home & Food Show” today (Wed.) 
... Shifts in programming on at WBZ-TV and WNAC-TV for fall sea- 
son... Phyl Doherty, pub-ad chief at WNAC-TV, weekending on Cape 
Cod. 


IN DETROIT... 


Marty McNeeley has moved aboard the S.S. Aquarama, which makes 
daily trips to Cleveland with his WKMH disk show... “Looney Tunes 
—with Jingles in Boofland,” featuring Jerry Booth as Jingles, will be 
a new CKLW-TV entry beginning Monday (1). Show will be seen 5 to 
6 p.m. cross-the-board. Booth formerly was with WPTA in Fort Wayne, 
Ind. . . . Jay Reberts is the new host of WJR’s “All Nite” disk show 

. WWJ-TV makes five program changes Monday (1): “I Married 
Joan,” starring Joan Davis and Jim Backus, replaces “Amos 'n Andy” 
in the 9-9:30 a.m. spot, with the latter show moving to 1-1:30 p.m. slot; 
“TV Reader's Digest” moves to 1:30-1:55 p.m., followed by Faye Eliza- 
beth’s local interview program, 1:55 to 2 p.m., and “It’s A Great 
World,” will be retitled “George Pierrot Presents.” ... Jerry Schwei- 
zer, vet local announcer, joins the WJR announcing staff... WJBK- 
TV designated by CBS to search for Michigan woman most qualified 
to represent the state for eight days (13-20) during “CBS Daytime Tele- 
visit Week.” . . . Michigan State Fair again is attracting radio & tv 
personalities who will originate shows from fair. In addition, Toby 
David, who as Capt. Jolly intros CKLW-TV’s Popeye show, will per- 
form twice daily in the Grand Stand show. Following WJBK-TV shows 
will originate from Fair: “Ladies Day,” “Detroit Bandstand,” “Jac Le- 
Goff with the News,” and “TV. Weather.” 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Ray Hubbard, assistant program manager at Westinghouse’s WBZ- 
TV, Boston, last two a half yéars, replaces program manager Bill Demp- 
sey at Westinghouse’s KPIX, Frisco, Sept. 15. Dempsey leaves after six 
years on job, will take academic position, probably in Frisco area. Also 
exiting is John P. Highlander, assistant KPIX program manager last 
two and a half years, who has taken professorship in speech and TV 
at U. of Michigan ... KNBC hired talented George Lement, ex-KRON, 
ex-KPIX, ex-KGO-TV and AM, for two and a half-hour daily afternoon 
show, which will include deejaying . .. KCBS axed Tom Groody night- 
time show, cutting back costlier weekend programming to hold budget 
line . . . Jaime del Valle locationed “Lineup” at Ory’s “On the 
Levee” atter rush job to paint out old “Tin Angel” identification .. . 
KRON se es manager Norm Louvau won Pacifie Coast sailing champion- 
ship in the 25-foot class . . .-Hugh O’Brian in Frisco puffing latest 
film .. . KNBC-AM and FM latest radio station to start regular stereo 
programming ... Bob Colvig vacationing from KSFO, with Dick Whit- 
tington replacing him. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS _ 


KMSP-TVY ,originated its locally produced “Record Hop” show from 
the Minnes@la State Fair Saturday (23)... WDGY sent silver “Salutes 
to Youth” Medallions to TWin Cities’ area graduating highschool senior 
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Volger To W. Indies 


Muscatine, Ia., Aug. 26. 

George J. Volger, radio station 
manager of KWPC here, and his 
family are off to another tape 
“safari.” 

The Volger family is going to 
the West Indies Federation this 
time, and the taped recordings to 
be made there will be piayed on 
over 20 midwestern staiions, in- 
cluding the Iowa Tall Corn Net- 
work. Volger previously produced 
family travel radio programs in 
the British Isles and Ireland. 





Sez Third TV Web 


Possible in Brit. 


London, Aug. 26. 

What was believed to be one of 
the biggest stumbling blocks in the 
path of a third tv network for 
Britain—the lack of easily useable 
wavelengths—has been slapped out 
of existence by P. A. T. Bevan, 
chief engineer of Southern TV. 
He has revealed that a third web 
could be accommodated in the 
same waveband now being used by 
commercial tv. 

Bevan said that it was now 
known, from what had _ been 
achieved in the Independent 
Television Authority transmissions, 
that Band III, the indie wave- 
length, can carry two national ser- 
vices—and do it well. He added 
that if the whole of Band III had 
been given to the ITA, as it had 
requested, it would now be tech- 
nically possible for the indie web 
to provide a second commercial 
service in any area which was con- 
sidered suitable. 

Bevan went on: “It is not for 
me to comment on the nature of 
second .service and whether it 
should be ITA or BBC and, if 
ITA, whether it should be directly 
competitive in every respect with 
the existing services, or something 
different in concept and character 
from either. I would merely say 
that in terms of channels and cov- 
erage there is every reason to 
believe that the technical policy 
of extracting two services from 
Band III is being vindicated.” 

He added: “This does not mean 
that an even widér coverage, which 
seeks out all the small unserved 
pockets of the population still 
resistant to direct reception, could 
not be achieved if the frequency 
space at present availabie in 
Band III could be extended to pro- 
vide at least two additional chan- 
nels.” 

Meanwhile, the British Sunday 
paper, the Observer, in a lengthy 
piece about the third network, 
claimed that the argument about 
the proposed web was at present 
taking the form of a head-on 
power clash between the interests 
of the BBC and those of the ITA. 
Its outcome, the paper believed, 
would be determined by the forces 
each side could muster, in terms 
of social and politi-al interest. 





Subject Matter Comes Ist, 
‘Right Kind of Deal’ 2d 
In Towers” Telepix Book 


London, Aug. 26. 

In the final analysis, the subject 
ranks more important than the 
deal, according to Harry Alan Tow- 
ers, who, after many years of suc- 
cessful operation in packaging 
radio programs, has become one 
of the most consistently active in- 
dependent vidpic producers in 
Britain. 

Choice of subject is even more 
important for the British producer, 
he opines, because of the continued 
and growing resistance by the 
United States to foreign filmed tv 
programs, Yet, at the same time, 
the field of choice becomes more 
and more limited. 

Costume dramas, Towers be- 
lieves, are out, notwithstanding the 
success of “Robin Hood,” which is 
going into its fourth year. That's 
the proverbial exception. Antholo- 
gies, he believes, are also out and 
he reckons that the market for the 
slick action crime and suspense 
drama has become saturated. 

With the tightening of the U.S. 
market, Towers considers that too 
many indie producers are obsessed 
with the importance of making the 
right sort of deal, rather than the 
right sort of subject to meet chang- 
ing conditions. He recognizes the 
acute limitations of the field and 
the consequential problems it im- 
poses, but insists that current trad- 
ing conditions and other relevant 
factors must be taken into account 
in packaging a series. 

Last season Towers made the 
“Martin Kane” series and is now 
winding “Dial 999.” His current 
sked included a musical skein star- 
ring Mantovani & His Orch and 


another based on Leslie Charteris’ | 


“The Saint.” 





'KTLA Telecopter News’ 


Going Cross-the-Board 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Immediate coverage of news 
«ents will be possible with the 

velecopter News” service begin- 
ning Sept. 15 over KTLA. 

Jim Schulke, veepee of Para- 
mount Sunset in charge of KTLA, 
said “Telecopter News” will pro- 
vide five-minute on-the-spot hourly 
coverage of news events as they 
happen. 

Utilizing the KTLA newsgather- 
ing staff, “Telecopter News” will 
be seen seven days a week. 
KTLA’s ‘prowl car, a_ specially 
equipped station wagon capable of 
transmitting sight and sound while 
in motion, will cruise the Los 
Angeles area for breaking stories. 
The station's telecopter will patrol 
the L.A. sky ready to capture any 
occurrence within a 40-mile radius 
of Mt. Wilson. 





San Antonio—Bob Pearson has 
been named news director for 
KTSA. He comes here from 
KNOE, Monroe, La. In 1956 he 
was a member of the staff of 
KONO here. 





class presidents .. . KSTP-TV newscaster Bob Ryan in Europe for the 





second time in two years in quest of airlane material .. . Bob DeHaven 
of WCCO elected a trustee of Seaburn Western Theological Seminary, 
Evanston, Ill. . . . WCCO Radio’s assistant program director Hank 
Besaye visited CBS in New York... As a Minnesota State Fair Edu- 
cation Day feature, Twin Cities’ educational station KTCA-TV orig- 
inated its locally produced “Open Door” program from the grounds 
. . . The Hill family foundation (built on the late railroad magnate’s 
bequest) underwriting another 40 weeks of Emilie Pray’s “Music and 
Man” series . . . At last minute, after court approval, WTCN Radio 
broadcast the Patterson-Harris fight, switching it back and forth with 
the Minneapolis American Assn. baseball game . . . Launching its own 
“Jazz Party” shows Tuesday night, KMSP-TV brought in from New 
York Art Ford after whose programs they're being modeled. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Joseph T. Connolly appointed general manager of WCAU, effective 
(29) when CBS is skedded to complete purchase of station from the 
Phila. Evening Bulletin. Associated with WCAU since 1940, Connolly 
has served as director of news, advertising, special events promoticn 
and publicity. For last two years he has been Veepee in charge of radio 
. . - Marvin Burak, former late night WPEN deejay, goes to New Or- 
leans to start similar broadcast on WJBW .. . Jack “Old Shoe” Law- 
yer, Glassboro, N.J. disk jockey, drawing 6,000 teenagers weekly with 
his nightly record hops at Hunt’s Starlight Ballroom, Wildwood .. . 
WFIL-TV’s Chief Halftown to visit Disneyland (Sept. 13-21) filming 
interviews with ABC personalities for use on his midday powwows .. . 
Jim Bonner to handle play-by-play for the 10 Villanova College foot- 
ball games to be broadcast over WRCV. Chuck Hoover will do color 
and interviews . .. For “outstanding service” to the handicapped 
WCAU’s Muzak division has received the award of merit from the 
Goodwill Industries of Phila, . . . WRCV-TV preems U. of Michigan 
series on gerontology, “Gift of Life” (26). The 15-week sessions will 
study the problems facing society because of 20 added years of life ex- 
pectancy.. . . WFIL-TV’s Sally Starr and Happy the Clown (Howard 
Jones) and WCAU-TV’s Carney C. Carney to take part in the Hero 
Scholarship Fund Show at the Municipal Stadium (Sept: 5)... WFIL- 
TV and WPEN have purchased helicopters for increased news and 
weather coverage. 


Canada Eyes 2d 
TV Network: CBC 
Not Hot for Rival 


Ottawa, Aug. 26. 

The door will be open for a 
second television network in Cana- 
da when new legislation, intro- 
duced in the House of Commons 
last week, is passed. This should 
happen later this week, before the 
close of the current parliamentary 
session. 

Long sought by private broad- 
casters, a second video web in 
Canada will be considered by the 
new regulatory board also set up 
by the new legislation, but anyone 
asking for it will have to prove it 
will work. The Royal Commission 
on Broadcasting (the Fowler Com- 
mission) reported that operating 
a national network successfully at 
a profit “is exceedingly difficult 
and for Canada practically impos- 
sible.” 

The new board will also listen to 
opposition from the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. on what would, 
if it came to pass, be competition. 
The case for a No. 2 tv net will 
have to be strong. 

Main purpose of the legislation 
being considered in the House of 
Commons will be to set up an in- 
dependent board to regulate all 
(CBC and other) radio and televi- 
sion broadcasting in Canada. It wilil 
establish a new 15-member Board 





of Broadcaster Governors with 
three fulltime members, the rest 
parttime, consisting of Canadians 
not employed by the government 
or having broadcasting interests 
to be appointed by the govern- 








ment. It also will reconstitute the 
CBC board of governors as a board 
of directors with 11 members and 
fulltime president and v.p. 

This CBC board will be con- 
cerned solely with CBC. Up to the 
point when the legislation is passed, 
the governors, through recommen- 
dations to the government, regu- 
late all broadcasting—their own 
and the competition. The new 
Board of Broadcast Governors will 
take over this power, including ap- 
proval of network affiliation for 
licensed stations and_  establish- 
ment of webs themselves, after 
public hearings of all viewpoints, 

The bill will eliminate the ceil- 
ing on CBC spending for program 
material and rights and boosts lim- 
its on spending for property from 
$25,000 to $100,000. After the new 
act has been in force a year, CBC 
will be asked to produce a five- 
year capital budget, and annual 
budgets must be tabled in par- 
liament. 


KDKA’s Pirate Conflict 
Returning Gridcasts Of 
Pitt Steelers to WWSW 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 

Broadcasts of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ football games will re- 
turn to indie-owned WWSW this 
season after a lapse of three years. 
Station lost the account to West- 
inghouse’s KDKA but gets it back 
as a result of continuing conflict 
with baseball during the early part 
of the gridiron schedule. 

KDKA carries the Pirates’ play-~ 
by-play daily and since it grabbed 
the Steelers in 55 has been forced 
to do delayed broadcasts on some 
of the exhibition and early league 
contests of- the pro pigskinners, 
This has brought strenuous objec- 
tions in the past from sponsor and 
club itself, but KDKA was unable 
to do anything about it since 
Pirates are first on its priority list. 

As a result, decision has just 
been made to restore the Steelers’ 
schedule to WWSW. Away-from- 
home games, however, will con- 
tinue to be telecast on KDKA’s tv 
affiliate, Ch. 2. Same announcers 
will be used as in the past, Joe 
Tucker and Red Donley. A third 
man is still to be picked to assist 
Donley on the days when Tucker 
is calling the plays on television. 

Tom Bender was offered the 
alternate spot on radio but he’s 
under contract to KDKA and man- 
agement was unwilling to let him 





broadcast on another station. Un- 
til KDKA the - football 
broadc had had them 


asts, 
since 1933. 
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*It held :4e exthralled for most of its hour’ 


In the dark 40’s Coventry became an international symbol = 
LONDON Daily Herald 


both of the senseless ferocity of total war 

and of the British will to resist aggression. 

One of Coventry’s worst casualties was the city’s fine medieval 
Cathedral. Today only the shell of that Cathedral stands. 
A great project for building a new Cathedral 

is now well under way and it was in aid of this project 
that ABC Television presented on Sunday, July 20th, 

the Coventry Cathedral Festival of The Arts. 

This one-hour presentation for the complete national 
network was a Festival of song, dance and music 

with artists of the calibre of Alicia Markova, 

Anton Dolin and Dame Sybil Thorndike taking part. 
The programme was introduced by the Lord Bishop of Coventry 
and both ABC and the artists taking part gave 

their services without charge. Few programmes on 
British television have been so widely acclaimed - 

as the press comments show. ABC is proud 

to have produced and presented 

Coventry Cathedral Festival of the Arts, 

a programme which has enhanced 

the stature of British television. 


*At best it was brilliant ... Director and adviser had 
obviously rethought the Festival in terms of their medium’ 
LONDON News Chronicle 


‘It represented a television landmark’ 
LONDON Daily Mirror 
‘A notable achievement’? BRADFORD Telegraph & Argus 


*Agreeable afternoon viewing, seemly and solemnly linked 
to the great cause of rebuilding the bombed edifice’ 
1. ANCASHIRE Evening Post 


‘It was... lively, joyful and full of the pride of 
people dedicating to God their most prized pessession, 
their artistry’ BIRMINGHAM Post 

‘An inspiration’ BIRMINGHAM Mail 


*Faultless from beginning to end’ 
NOTTINGHAM Evening Post 
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Tailor-Made Scripts and Pilot Divvy Syndication Review | 
Bait for Stars to Get Aboard TY s3:95.22538 wa 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. += 


A new gambit in wooing top 
names to telefilm is being initiated 
by the producers of the alternating 
“Schlitz-Lux Playhouse.” They are 
going beyond the customary “script 
approval” deals to “tailor-make” 
properties for the stars and asking 
the thespians to sit in on story 
conferences with their own sugges- 
tions. 

Producers admit that the pro- 
cedure can have its pitfalls in 
terms of harming story values in 
some cases, but are confident theyJ 
can exercise reasonable restraint 
in keeping things from getting out 
of hand. Meanwhile, they feel 
that this approach, together with 
the various Revue Productions 
deals involving participation in the 
film or permission for the star to 
use it as a pilot, will prove suffi- 
cient enticement for some of 
Hollywood's best attractions. 

Accordingly, they've already ap- 
proached or are about to approach 


Rock Hudson, Gene Kelly, Kirk 
Douglas, Burt Lancaster, James 
Cagney, Marlon Brando, Henry 


Fonda and Jack Webb. Producers, 
Joseph Narr, Peter Packer and 
Jules Bricken, aren’t certain their 
strategy will work in all cases, but. 
they feel this is the best way yet 
to lure the stars into video. As 
to Revue’s formulas involving par- 
ticipations and/or pilot rights, 
that’s been used successfully in 
the past on “General Electric The- 
atre.” 
‘Let's Talk It Over’ 

Idea of the “tailor-made” ap- 
proach, according to Narr and 
Packer, is to select stories with a 


story outline to the star with the 
invite to sit down with the pro- 
ducer and writer in a story con- 
ference. Thesp would be allowed 
to suggest changes, and only if 
changes were so great as to injure 
the show would the producers call 
a halt. Otherwise, they'd work out 
some compromise if a conflict de- 
veloped. 

Following agreement on _ the 
story line, story would be put into 
screenplay form, with star having 
script approval, and producers 
would work closely throughout the 
rest of production with the star. 
As to salary, show. has a $10,000 
top, which is quite high fer a tele- 
pix series, but the series itself is 
divided into “A” and “B” produc- 
tions, a la “GE Theatre,” so that 
the excess talent expenditures on 
the “A” pix can be balanced out 
by the lower budgets for talent on 
the “B” entries. 











’ ’ ] 

Sol Lesser’s ‘Kasongo | 

Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

After ‘production of “Kasongo” 
as a 90-minute spec, producer Sol 
Lesser will swing into lensing of 
the vehicle as a new syndicated 
vidfilm series. 

Series, same as spec, will be 
scripted by Elza and Edwin Schal- 
lert, and will detail African ad- 
ventures of explorer-photogs Miki 
and Peg Carter, a giant Watusi 
warrior, a pygmy and a _ white 
hunter 





AGAIN / 
FABULOUS 
FIRST RATINGS! 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 

















With Jeff Morrow, Judd Pratt, | 


Susan Cummings, John Hoyt, 
William Boyett, William Bryant, 








Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


Sir Robert Fraser, director-general of the Independent Television 
Authority, mildly rapped the London Times for the prominence it 
gave to the recent BBC-TV deal for vidpie co-production with Na- 
tional Telefilm Associa‘es. That welcome move, he noted in a letter 
to the editor, received the great dignity of a “top” on the main 
he com- 


Brit. Vidpix Prod. 





| Robert Bice 
| Producer: George Cahan 
Director: Sobey Martin 


=== Continued from page 25 =—_—_ Writer: Sidney Marshall 


cheaper, ditto talent and technical 
crews. American producers say. 
But that saving is largely obviated 
by the fact that it takes longer to 
film an episode there as compared 
to Hollywood. Fives days for a 
half-hour episode was given for 
England as opposed to two-and-a- 
half in Hollywood. Still, one 
American producer estimated it’s 


about 10% cheaper there than in| 


the U.S., but another felt that be- 
fore you're through it’s about even- 
steven. 

As to how high the production 
climb in Britain will go depends a 
good deal on the success of the 
current projects underway. There's 
a generai feeling among American 
vidpixers that certainthemes don’t 
lend themselves for British lens- 
ing, comedies, musicals, hard-hit- 
ting action-adventures. These, 
it’s argued, can be made much bet- 
ter in Hollywood, with an appeal 
not limited to one country. 

Incidentally, British commercial 
contractors, or for that matter the 
British Broadcasting Corp., cannot 
for economic reasons embark on a 
telefilm series solely for their own 
market. British tv, as its current- 
ly cgnstituted, cannot afford $1,- 
200,000 for 39 episodes without an 
American sale. But that situation 
doesn’t alter the resentment of 


British tv interests against the 
playing of U.S. telepix, without 
American interests reciprocating 


with productions in the U.K. 
The lineup of American copro- 
ductions or solely U.S. financed 
vidpix slated for overseas lensing 
mainly in England, includes: 
“Rendezvous,” s!ated for syndi- 
cation by CBS Film Sales; “The 
Diplomat,” a pilot for CBS Film 
Sales; “Glencannon,” Gross- 
Krasne; “William Tell,” and 
“Third Man,” National Telefilm 
Associates; “Robin Hood,” “In- 
visible Man,” Official Films. Ziv 
is finishing shooting on “Dial 999.” 
Television Programs of America 
is doing “Cannonball” in Canada. 
“Citizen Soldier,” distributed by 
Flamingo Telefilm Sales, is being 
shot throughout Europe on loca- 
tion. Two British made series are 
definitely slated by Independent 
Television Corp (iTC) by new 
Jack Wrather outfit, in which he’s 
partnered with British interests 
Additionally, Grosse-Krasne has 


two pilot projects with Associated | 


British Cinema, “Trader Horn” 


“Flying Doctor.” 


‘Annie’ Hot in Canada 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 
“Tugboat Annie” is the third 
ranking program on the Canadian 
Broadcasting net, according to In- 
ternational Surveys, Inc., tabbing 
CBC’s programming for the July 6- 
12 week. Television Programs of 





America series is the only Can-| WGN-TV was one of the first indies farming and gardening programs. 


adian produced show to rank in 
the top five, with a 33.0 rating. 

Topping the list is 
Lucy,” with a 49.0 rating, followed 
by Ed Sullivan with a 34.0 


“I Love} 


Distributer: California National 


| Productions 

|3@ Mins., Wed., 7 p.m. 

ALL STATE CARPET 

| KRCA, Los Angeles 

| Many hands fashioned this tale 
lof the rails for the syndicate mar- 
ket but the end result fell short of 
imaginative processes and skilled 
application. What came off UP was 
a standard meller with the usual 
smattering of villainies and hero- 
ics. The kids will like the runaway 
train but they don’t buy carpets. 


It’s 7 p.m. Hollywood (KRCA) slot- | 


ting makes it apparent the sponsor 
hopes to fringe all ages. 

Created and developed by Rob- 
ert Cinader, produced by George 


Cahan with Jerome Stanley as as- 
sociate producer, and directed by 
Sobey Martin from the script of 
Sidney Marshall, the whole kit and 
kaboodle of ‘em didn’t come up 
with one fresh idea of departure 
\from what’s been done many times 
|before on the same subject and 


isurely, though faint praise, better. | 


|The heroes want to cut through the 
| Black Hills to open up rail passage 
to the coast. The villains say it 
can’t be done and even hire a 
wrecker to derail the work train 
and kill two of the crew. 

If you haven’t guessed what hap- 
pened the dunce cap for you. Even 
with all the film made available to 
Cal. National by the UP from its 
library the runaway train bit didn’t 
strike a high note of realism. Nat- 
urally the hero was a _ healthy 
|specimen the likes of Jeff- Morrow 
and the heavy a cruel emaciated 
gent like John Hoyt. What dialog 
they spewed savored of nothing 
original and the acting require- 
ments were met with directorial 
precision. Susan Cummings, the 
only femme in line of sight, could 
have phoned in her part. 

Sobey Martin directed the actors 


tricate an arrow. 








| 


| Atlass 





=== Continued from page 25 jee 


skeleton crew by pre-recording cer- 
tain local programs. 

Tape’s noblest use, in Atlass’ 
opinion, is as a quick means of get- 
| ting newsfilm circulated across the 
| country. Instead of the soon-to-be- 
|outdated method of expressing 
film, it can be piped directly to the 
|tape recorders for quick integra- 
tion in news shows, both for the 
network and from the network. 
| recorders will leave only WNBQ, 
| the NBC-TYV station, without the 
Ampex advantage in this city. 


|} in the country te buy the equip- 
| ment, and WBKB has access to 
| ABC-TV’s recorders, Chi being that 
'web’s tape relay centre. 


SCORES BULL’'S-EYES 
IN FIRST SHOWING! 


GRAND 
WOOD-TV 


RAPIDS 
Wed. 9:00 P.M. 


2.9 


Beats: Phil Silvers, GE Theater, Steve Alten, 
Twenty One, Groucho Marx, Dragnet, This 
‘ts Your Life, Ed Sullivan, Jack Benny and 


many others. 


ARB May °S8 


ZIV TELEVISION PROGRAMS INC. 





| WBBM-TV’s acquisition of tape | 


newspage aud an approving leading article. “Your readers,” 
| mented, “may surety be forgiven if they had been led into believing 

that something of new and striking importance in television hag 
happened.” 

The ITA topper then elaborated on the role of the commercial tv 
companies who had been associa‘ed with over 1,000 similar films in 
the past three years, with the present rate of production being over 
350.a year and the annuai outlay between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 
pounds sterling. While one-half of this new BBC series is to be 
produced and acted and written in the United- States, the whole of 
the 29 or 30 series by the commerical companies had been made in 
Britain. Like the BBC series, ‘hey were Anglo-American in their 
top planning, but were overwhelmingiy British in execution. Nine 
lovt of 10 of the producers and directors were British and so were 
| 60% of the writers. The technical crews were 100% British. 

“In three years,” Sir Robert concluded, “a big and valuab!e industry 
has been created. I do not recall that you have given its growth 
much of your marked attention. Is it unkind {if I say that you report 
the splash and ignore the Victoria Falls?” 


The 15-member committee appointed to serve on the N.Y. Board of 
Regents advisory council on educational television ‘nclude: Leavitt 
Pope, WPIX (over which the Regents’ series will be telecast starting in 
September); Clarence Worden, WCBS-TV; John Charles Daly, Ameri- 
can Broadeasting Co.; P. B. Reed, RCA; Rt. Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. 
Flynn, radio-television director of New York's Roman Catholic Arche 
ditcese: Mark Starr, Ladies Garment Workers Union; Dr. John J. Theo- 
bald, New York City Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Kenneth G. Bart- 
lett, vice-president of Syracuse U. 

Jacob L. Holtzmann, who retired ijast April as a Regent and who 
was the driving force behind the Board's educational television efforts, 
is advisory chairman. Chancellor John F. Brosman, New York, is also 
a member. 





Opposition to tv, radio and 
| proceedings was repeated this week by the American Civil Liberties 
| Union. A statement by executive director Patrick Murphy Malin came 
on the eve of the annual meeting of the American Bar Assn. in Los 
Angeles this week. The ACLU said that a recent review of the prob- 
lem led to the conclusion of support for the proposed revision of the 
| ABA's Canon 35. The suggested ABA rule would bar radio-tv and news- 
paper photographic coverage of judicial proceedings on the ground 
that they introduce extraneous influences “which tend to have a detri- 
|mental psychological effect on the participants and divert them from 
the proper objectives of the trial.” 

Philly's latest FM outlet, WF-FI. “the voice of HI-FI,” is skedded 
to start broadcasting early in September, with accent on “adult-type 
popular music.” In this category station will program pop LP's, stand- 
ard lilts, and showtunes. Station brass feel there is already adequate 
coverage of classical and background music on FM. “The tremendous 
upsweep in sales of soundtrack and original cast showtune albums also 
indicate the obvious acceptance of this type planning,” an exec de- 
clared. Mel Stewart, vet broadcaster, recently with WIP, heads the 
staff. WI-FI will operate with a power of 20,000 watts. 





City Council of Scranton, Pa., has received a letter of praise from 
the Radio and Television News Directors Assn. for permitting cover- 
age by the broadcasting media~of the council's weekly meetings. 
| RTNDA prez Jack Krueger (WTMJ-WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee) wrote the 
letter to Council president Jerome Parker lauding him and fellow 
council members for “leadership in this era of modern reporting.” 
| Parker said in return that he feels radio and ty coverage is worth- 
| while if some segment of the public is being educated to the problems 
of government. The weekly council sessions are telecast on film on 
Scranton’s WDAU-TV and broadcast on WGBI. 

Another first in video tape has been recorded by the U.S. Navy. 

| “Seapower for Peace,” a 30-minute recruiting program, was recent- 
ly reeorded on video tape by KRON-TV, San Francisco, and is now 
|available for public service programming to tape-equipped stations. 
Show is available through local Navy recruiting service. 








Brit. Com’l TV Outlets 
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|country—“Southern Affairs,” 
weekly local news magazine, and 





| 














a!urday mornihg. During the show 
there will be filmed extracts from 
some of the acts featured in sum- 
mer shows at nearby resorts. 


| Two vidpix series, “Robin Hood” 
jand “Dragnet,” will also be aired. 

Among shows taken from the 
network, the programmer will air 
“Wagon Train,” “Cheyenne,” “Gun 
Smoke,” “I Love Lucy,” “Highway 
Patrol,” “Dial 999,” “Wyatt Earp,” 
“William Tell” and “Long John 
Silver,” as well as the regular 
Tuesday and Saturday feature 
films. Also taken will be long- 
running twice weekly hospital 
series, “Emergency—Ward 10,” as 
well as ATV’s regular vaude offer- 
ings, “Star Time,” “Saturday 
Spectacular” and “Bernard Delfont 
Presents,” the latter to be replaced 
by “Sunday Night At The Pal- 
ladium” shortly. 

Quiz games will be represented 
by “Make Up Your Mind,” “Tell 
The Truth,” “Twenty-One” and 
“Turnabout.” -At the start, all 
full-length drama productions will 
be fed in from other stations. 

For its opening, Southern Tele- 
vision will présent a 60-minute 
variety show “Southern Rhap- 
sody,” written and to be emceed 
by Alan Melville. Among those 
taking part will be Gracie Fields 
and Line Renaud. The outside 
broadcast unit will make its bow 
during this offering by presenting 
part of the program from the 
Cunard liner Caronia, which docks 
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Each of the wines and spirits shown here has won a place in the Blue Chips 
circle by a distinguishing characteristic. s Whether it be a three-centuries- 
old brand of Scotch, a brandy from the heart of the Cognac district, or a 
revered name among champagnes, exceptional quality has always been the 
deciding factor. # Throughout the years, the Blue Chips by Renfield have 
been collected one by one to form a complete circle of superlative brands. 
® From all over the world, the finest comes to market here under the symbol 


that leads you to the perfect choice—Blue Chips by Renfield...the finest you 
can drink, the grandest you can serve, the most distinguished you can give. 
©RENFIELD IMPORTERS, LTD., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Haig & Haig, Blended Scots Whisky, 86.8 Proof; King William iV, Blended Scotch Whisky, 86.8 
Proof; Remy Martin Cognac Brandy, 80 Proof; St. Remy Brandy, 80 Proof; Cointreau Liqueur, 
80 Proof, Produced and Bottled by Cointreau Ltd., Pennington, N. J.. Flora delle Alp! Cordial, 
92 Proof; Chianti Melini; VanderFlip, Wine Specialty, made with wine, sugar and natural 
flavors; Gordon’s Distilled London Dry Gin, 90 Proof, and Gordon’s Vodka, 80 and 100 Proof, 
100% Neutral Spirits Distilled from Grain, Gordon's Dry Gin Co., Ltd., Linden, N. J. 
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— as director of color tv program- 








their handling of the House Un-, 
American Activities Committee 
hearings in May, 1957, was cited 
by Sarnoff as a good example of | 
how such stations “gave their view- | 
ers a variety of programs waile | 
also covering a continuing news| 
story.” He cited the example’ of | 
WBAL-TV, WMAR-TV and WAAM | 
(later WJZ-TV) who got together 
and worked out a schedule where- 
by each in turn covered the hear- 
ings half a day. At conclusion of 
each half-day session the station 
telecasting the hearings heralded | 
when and on what channel the | 
next sessions would be trans-| 
mitted. “As a result, viewers who | 
wanted to follow the House Com- 
mittee’s work were assured of full 
coverage and viewers of other 
tastes had a choice of two other 
programs,” Sarnoff said. 

What happened in Baltimore 
struck Sarnoff “as one of those 
rare arrangements that advances 
the interests of all concerned” and 
“on its face, it might be an ideal 
solution for the networks to apply 
to the same kind of problem on a 
national scale.” 

On the assumption that inter- 
national matters will grow moré 
intense, rather than less, Sarnoff 
felt something should be done 
about this matter real soon, thus 
accomplishing two objectives: 
“Live coverage would be available 
to all without depriving any viewer 
of his freedom to choose a program 
more to his liking” and “by lessen- 
ing the financial strain of pro- 


TV ‘Formula For a Crisis’ 


Continued from page 27 





longed periods of commercial can- | 


cellations, the networks would be 
in a stronger position to ptovide 


sustained live coverage of news- | 


worthy events.” 

He also pointed up the last na- 
tlonal political convention as an 
example of bad programming. 
“Were we right in giving 95% of 
the nation’s viewers no choice but 
to watch every Vice-Presidential 
seconding speech, every committee 
report; every parade up and down 
the aisles?” he asked. “Naturally, 
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there are high moments of drama 
in the conventions that every net- 
work would want to cover, just as 
a face-to-face meeting of Eisen- 
hower and Khrushchev would be 
news of such towering importance 
that no network would relinquish 
the right to have cameras trained 
upon it. But almost by their very 


nature, prolonged events — even 
the most important ones — offer 
plenty of chaff with the grain. 


Certainly the national conventions 
should be on the air, but being on 
the air and monopolizing the air 
are not necessarily the same 
thing.” 

He said now is the time for the 
networks and the major political 
parties to start thinking of a more 
effective means of telecasting the 
1960 conventions. | 

If this is accomplished the lady | 
from Brooklyn, will not only get | 
her “Dragnet” she may also be) 
“of a more responsive mind to 
witness some of the great moments 
of our history, whether in the UN, 
the Congress or the convention | 
floor.” | 








Tint Wows Europe 
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la Allison. With proper training, 
evertually she could be a major 
asset to U. S. tv. 

Manning the camera is a Belgian 
eager-beaver who, three months 
ago, had never seen a tv camera. 
What the guy can do today, thanks 
to the help of Crutcher, his assist- 
ant Jean-Claude Schwarz (on loan 
from the NBC Opera Co.) and a 
couple of NBC engineers, Frank 
Merklein and Walter Vetter. in 
achieving offbeat camera shots is 
one for the books. The natives love 
it and the tint definitions are top- 
flight. 

Play by Ear 

Over the course of the eisht- 
hour (1 to 9 p.m.) day, seven days 
a week, Crutcher and his small 
staff, who play virtually everything 
by ear (and sight), feature a vari- 
ety of attractions ranging from the 
Don Roberto quartet “both jazz and 
Latino tempoed), flamenco dancers, 
guitarists, a Tic Tae Toe quiz show, 
an Adventure in Science series 
with Miss Frankel handling the 
commentary, a fashion show, a Bel- 
gian Congo show (borrowed from 
the Congo Pavilion), a variety of 
singers, etc. 

Crutcher eame across one of his 
guitarists, an ex-student of Sego- 
via, singing while washing win- 
dows in a downtown Brussels de- 
partment store. Studio audiences 
(who also watch the show through 
monitors) will sit through several 
hours of programming to catch his 
act again. And in two months he's 
become a top night club fave. 

Then there's the Don Roberto 
foursome, who, out of work, were 
willing to do five shows a day, 
seven days a week, for $375 a 
month (that’s all Crutcher could 
pay). The reaction has been such 
that they’re now tops on the Brus- 
sels nitery circuit. The flamenco 
group has achieved nitery stardom | 
via the same route. Three months | 
ago they couldn’t get a booking. 

Occasionally, a visiting Ameri- 
can star will go on—for kicks. Art | 
Linkletter recently did a half-hour | 
show and would have come back. | 
But mostly the visiting celebs don’t 
want any part of it. They'll ask if 
a tape or a kinnie wiil be sent back 
to the States fer showing. When | 
told that it’s strictly a cuffo stint | 
and for Europeans only, they run | 
fast. 


For Crutcher, his present role’ 


ming for the Brussels Fair (he’s on 
lend-lease to the State Dept., as is, 
for that matter, the one-camera 
crew and equipment), is a far cry 
from his Hol!ywood days when he 
was writing the Ozzie & Harriet 
and other comedy shows. But when 
comedy programs began to fade, 
Crutcher decided to channel his 
talents into other tv areas—not- 
ably for NBC International. After 
a stint in Saudi Arabia, he moved 
on to Brussels for his present 
assignment. 

After the Fair? Crutcher would 
like to keep camera and crew in- 
tact as a permanent freewheeling 
caravan in carrying the NBC-RCA 
tint torch through Europe. 


Irish TV Wrestles 
With ‘Pressures’; 





Tele Reviews 
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had been the greatest spending 
Congress outside of war time and 
Sen. George A, Smathers, Demo- 
lerat of Florida, opined that the 
|reeession had brought about the 
| > > : > 

|nation’s big deficit 

On the whole, it was a good ap- 
| praisal of Congressional behaviour 
in 1958, but a number of queries 
}were not raised by the CBS news- 
'men. They might have.asked the 
| lawmakers to comment on the sig- 
| nificance, if any, of certain 1958 
| Congressional hearings including 
ithe scorching House Subcommit- 
tee on Legislative Oversight into 
various aspects of FCC behaviour. 
This and other questions remained 
unasked, perhaps because they 


called for firing at the solons be- 
fore closing up the candy store at 
the capitol. ans. 


TOP DRAW 
With Sandy Becker 


Directer: Dan Fanelli 
urc on | Producer: Newsmakers Productions 
* 30 Mins: Mon. 7:30 p.m. 


By ED MacSWEENEY 


Dublin, Aug. 26. 

While the Irish TV Commission 
tries to find a setup that will cost 
the government nothing and still 
please advertisers and _ public, 
every pressure group in the coun- 
try has been sharpening an axe. 
At top of the list come church 
groups and Gaelic culture enthu- 
Siasts. 

Latter feel that tv is the answer 
to their efforts to revive the Gaelic 
language. Nobody else is quite so 
sure. They point to fact that 
Gaelic-language radio programs 
have very low listenership and 
that although advertisers can have 
additional plugs in their programs 
if they put them in Gaelic, very 
few do so. Feeling is that tv—like 
radio—will get switched to another 
channel if too much Gaelic culture 
is put across, Other channel would 
be, as now, fringe reception of 
BBC and ITV transmissions from 
Britain and Northern Ireland, 
which can be picked up in a num- 
ber of districts. 

While the Catholic Church has 
not said anything officially, there 
have been indications that bishops 
are showing some concern for pro- 
grams likely to be put out by the 
service. Efforts are being made by 
lay groups to secure representa- 
tion on TV Authority which will 
be set up to control the service, 
and lay groups are notorious for 
an intenser censorship attitude 
than clergy. Currently it is be- 
lieved that the National Film In- 
stitute, Catholic body with the 
Archbishop of Dublin as patron, 
may be put forward as its candi- 
date on TV Authority. Institute, 
whieh has no official status, now 
issues ratings of films on Legion 
of Decency basis, supplementing 
duties of Dept. of Justice Film 
Censor. 


| 
Leg shows are going to be out 


and choice of material will be thin 
until church, state and advertisers 
can work out a formula for family 
viewing. 





Twomey’s CBC Post 


Ottawa, Aug. 26. 
John Twomey, former J. Walter 
Thompson staffer in New York and 
Chicago and recently at the indus- 
trial relations centre of the U. of 


Chicago, has been appointed re-| 


search officer with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. 


His chores will include audience 


and preferences. 

















WJAR-TV, Providence 





the isolation booth duo and that of 
the defunct “Dotto” makes “Top 
Draw” no better or worse than 
| most of the other shows of its type. 





|The tryout show naturally had its | 
|rough moments and it will take a) 


|hefty boost in prize money to make 
lit worth the effort but it had its 
| moments. 

Sandy Becker handles the emcee 
chore fairly well and he didn't 
| questions he put to the contestants. 
They weren't designed to really 
stump them. 

The show calls for two pair of 
contestants. One answers or doesn’t 
answer the question as the case 
may be, while the companion tries, 
in a 15-seeond period, which is 


earned by getting a correct answer, 


to draw on a glass board, a “char- 
ady” answer to a written problem. 
The companion has to guess the 
answer from the drawing. The first 
such problem was “The Pied Pi- 
per.” The home contestant who 
sends in the question gets a $15 
share of the pot. The, winners get 


$1 for each second left in the ques- | 


tion period. 

The one big objection in this 
corner is the handling of the emcee 
who has his back to the camera for 
most of the show as he faces the 
contestants. Malo, 


BLOOD, OLL AND SAND 
With Julien Bryan 

| Producer: Marlene Senders 
Director: Arthur Forrest 

| Writer: Herbert Dorfman 
30 Mins.; Sun., 12 Noon 

| WABD, N. Y. 

Absorbing film footage and inter- 
| esting commentary and narration 
| by Julian Bryan combine to make 
| this study of the Middle East a 
| strong entry. The documentary 
| coverage of the area, its inhabi- 
| tants, their religious beliefs, social 

problems, etc., takes in a period of 
| almost 30 years. 

The celluloid product is being 
supplied by the International Film 
Foundation, headed by Bryan. The 
outfit is also responsible for the 


| film being shown on another 
| WABD series, “Portrait of the 
U.S.S.R.,” for which Bryan is also 


| the narrator. 


| “Blood, Oil and Sand” offering, 
|which is being run as a five-part 
series, got off to a dramatic start 
jon its initial outing last Sunday 
| (24). The segment was split into 
two parts, the first covering the 
makeup of the Middle East as to 
inhabitants and industry and the 
second a historical rundown of the 
| region. 
| The mood of the show was 


|researeh such as viewing habits | abetted by an appropriate musical 


background. Jess. 
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In Market After Market . . . 
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SCREEN WGEMS, INC. 
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Tale of 2 Cities 


|\— Continued from page 26 





} using San Francisco again. It is in 
| the home state of Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon, the heavy fa- 
| vorite for the party Presidential 
nomination. With everything equal, 
another state in another part of 
the country would be preferred. 
| The old belief is that placing a 
|mational convention in a state 
| Should carry that state for the 
| party involved in the following 
| election. 
In practice, it rarely works that 
| Way. In fact, most recent national 
conventions have been held in the 
| Same city—except 1956, and pos- 
| sibly 1960, 








were hot potatoes, but nevertheless | 


Setting strongly reminiscent of | 


|have to get heart failure over the | 


Grid Coin Tilted 
Houston, Aug. 26. 
Southwest Conference football 
will get expanded coverage on tv 
this fall by the Humble Oil & Re- 
fining Co. The firm plans to add to 
past sponsored games 11 videotaped 
“Games of the Week,” which will 
be seen Sunday afternoon. 


Overall plans by Humble call for 
the videotaped contests, plus four 
“live” telecasts of Southwest Con- 
ference clashes and 70 radio broad- 
casts. 

In addition to Humble’s live cov- 
|erage, viewers will see, on other 
Saturday afternoons, a _ national 
network “Game of the Week” on tv. 

Each videotaped game will be 
selected by conference represen- 
tatives and will be telecast the fol- 
lowing Sunday afternoon over a 
28-station network in Texas and 
New Mexico. Telecast tir.. will be 
5 p.m. eliminating conflict with the 
Sunday afternoon network telecasts 
| of pro football games. 


Humble’s “live” telecasts will in- 


clude the Baylor-Texas game Oct. ° 


18, the SMU-Georgia Tech clash 
Oct. 25, Rice-Army on Nov. 8 and 
the TCU-Texas contest on Nov. 15. 
A total of 24 stations will carry 
these four games. 


More than 130 radio stations in 
| Texas and New Mexico will be used 
for radio broadcasts of Southwest 
| Conferenee gridiron tilts, along 
with coverage of Texas Western 
and New Mexico U.’s games. These 
will originate from 25 stadiums in 
16 states. 


Humble has been sponsoring 


Southwest grid broadcasts for 25 
years. 





Detroit — Soupy Sales, WX YZ- 
TV comic, greeted more than 15,- 
COO loyal members of United 
Dairies’ Birdbath Club at their 
annual outing. United Dairies, one 
of the sponsors of Soupy’s “Noon- 
time Comics,” started the Birdbath 
Club in 1955 and the group now 
| boasts 54,000 members. 


CEE! 
THIS TOOTHPASTE 
TASTES GOOD 




















WGN.-TV commercials get 
results because WGN-TV 
programming keeps folks 
watching. For proof, let 
our specialists fill you in on 
some WGN-TV case his- 
tories and discuss your 
sales problems. 
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KSTP’s Hubbard ‘Jolted’ by FCC Slam | 


On ‘Anonymous Airing of NAM Film 


St. Paul, Aug. 26. 

Stan Hubbard, president-general 
manager of Twin Cities’ KSTP, tv 
and radio, considers the FCC's 
reprimand of the station for air- 
ing some of the Senate Kohler Co. 
labor racket hearings on film last 
March, without announcing they 
were supplied by the National 
Assn. of Manufacturers, “quite a 
jolt.” 

He points out it’s the first time 
in the station’s 34-year history 
that it ever has received such a 
reprimand or ever has been guilty 
ef presenting a controversial issue 
ever the air without giving both 
sides equal time to present their 
cases. 

The offense—a failure to iden- 
tify the films’ source—occurred be- 
cause of a misaprehension on the 
KSTP-TV staff's part, says Hub- 
bard. They thought—and so did 


he, for that matter—that the films | 


supplied by WTTG-TV, Washing- 
ton, portrayed “a significant news 
event,” he says. 

After a formal complaint from 
AFL-CIO president George Meany 
to the FCC against the broadcasts, 
the Federal body investigated and 
found, it asserts, that NAM made 
arrangements with WTTG to pre- 
pare one-hour summaries of each 
dav’s hearings and supplied it with 
a list of tv stations, including three 
others in addition to KSTP in this 
area, to which the prints were to 
be delivered at association ex- 
pense. 

A NAM representative contacted 
KSTP-TV and WDAY-TV, Fargo, 
N.D., which along with KMO-TV, 
Fargo, N.D., and KFYR-TV, Bis- 
mark, N_D., also was reprimanded 
by the FCC, to handle the films. 
The films were received by KMO- 
TV and KFYR-TV through their 
regular intercity relay system. 

WDAY-TV asserts it handled the 
films as part of a regular service 
supplied to it by KSTP-TV. The 
other stations informed the FCC 
they never had been contacted by 











COSMETICS @ DRUGS 
VITAMINS @ PARFUMS 


Union Cards and 
PROFESSIONALS RECOGNIZED 


CITY DRUGS 


845 Teh Ave. (54 St.) New York 
“BIGGEST LITTLE DRUG STORE" 
WE DELIVER—CI 6-5331 








FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR SUBLET 


1 Month te 1 Yeor 
List With Us 
APARTMENT SUBLET SERVICE 


“0 Gest 72 St.. New York 21. 
TRafaigar 9-1080 














TEANECK 
(inter-Ractal Neighborhood) 


Surburban living et its Best! 7% rm. 
Dutch Colenial. 3-twin size bedrooms, 
2% beths. Wall-to-wall ————. > 
w 


schools, buses, 





Special 626,300. Will 
mortage financing. TEaneck 3-0482. 


, NAM and used the programs as 
| part of the regular relay system. 

In each case, the FCC ruled that 
| the stations had failed to show 
|due diligence in complying with 
| operating rules, but that since the 
| violations were isolated ones, no 
|further action against the stations 
| is contemplated at this time. 





WKTC ENTRY GIVES 


_ CHARLOTTE 7 AM’ERS 


| Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 26. 
Charlotte’s new WKTC hit the 
lair last week (18) to become the 
icity’s seventh radio station. Oper- 
ating on 1,000 watts power, the sta- 
tion has T. C. Wood Jr. as its pres- 
ident and manager. The station 
'will specialize in country & west- 
ern music and will play no popular 
or rock ‘n’ roll numbers. Owners 
are Queen City Broadcasting Co. 
| Wood; a native Charlottean, built 
ithe first radio equipmen* used by 
Charlotte’s city police, Mecklen- 
burg County police and the fire de- 
|partment. From 1940-44, prior to 
|going into the U.S. Army Signal 
|Corps, he served as monitoring 
officer for the FCC. 

R. D. Kennedy is vicepresident 


\of the station, and Ray Eddy, for- | 


merly of WWOK, assistant man- 
ager. 


‘193 Britannica Films 





Tokyo, Aug. 26. 

In the first special government 
dollar allocations for a tv program 
on basis of educational value, the 
Pacific Television Corp. sold 193 
Encyclopedia Britannica films to 
stations in three of the six major 
Japan teleeasting areas 

From new station YTV in Osaka 
| the series will earn almost $5,000 
with an additional $4,000 coming 
from Yahata’s TNC in Kyushu. 
Prez Akira Shimizu of Pacific said 
that NET, one of Tokyo's soon-to- 
open stations, is committed to the 
series for $7,000. 
| Shimizu added that since the 
| government approval of his appli- 
|cation, Japan broadcasters have 
been meeting (° mull how they too 
;can partake «f dollar allocations 
| above and beyond the ceilings. 
| Dubbing for the set will be done 
| by Pacific and will be paid for in 


Poppe Exits Chertok 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Harry H. Poppe has exited Jack 
Chertok Productions after many 
years with the vidpix company as 
associate producer and production 
chief. 

Reason for Poppe’s leaving is the 
present inactivity of Chertok. Cher- 
tok, now with NBC-TV, iast pro- 
duced a pilot on “Ruditsky,” for 
the network, but it has not been 
sold. 











New Par Pix Sales 


MCA TV racked up two more 


mount pix. 

KHQ-TV, Spokane, Wash., bought 
the full library for a price in the 
neighborhood of $400,000. A less 
than library deal was inked with 
KBET-TV, Sacramento. 





To Major Nippon Outlets 


markets in its sales on the Para- boa 








Tele Followups 


gold, only to find that he had lost 
his warm family as a consequence. 
| The weakest was the gingerbread 
wich scene. Of course, as the story 
| goes, the wishbone is never used, 
the family learning that through 
faith, courage and ingenuity they 
|can win the things they want witn- 
out recourse to magic. 
| Alvin Cooperman held the pro- 
duction reins. Director Oscar 
|Rudolph swept the engaging 
| quality of the tale on the screen, 
getting fine performances from the 
cast. Teleplay was ably penned by 
Margaret Fitts. Production values 
were high. 

As the hostess, Shirley Temple 
was alluring. Sealtest commercials 
looked tasty and winning. Horo. 





Look Up and Live 

The eighth episode of “Diary of 
a Teenager” concerned a young 
girl’s attempt to reconcile her con- 
ception of romantic love with some 
of the harsh realities of the ex- 
| perience. In this case, her ideal- 
ized married sister suffered a mis- 
carriage. 

The outing, on CBS-TV, 10:30 to 
11 am., had many moving moments. 
As scripted by Steven Gethers, the 
family and -their problems were 
rooted in reality. 
the script attempted to bite off 
more than it could chew and the 
teleplay became somewhat preachy, 
losing dramatic values. But on the 
whole, it stood up as an interest- 
ing excursion in surveying the 
problem of a teenager. 

The series under the overall title 
of “Look Up and Live” is a net 
pub affairs show done in coopera- 
|tion with the National Council of 
Churches. Jack Kuney held the 
production reins and Tim Kiley, as 
director, gave pace and an honest 
ring to the proceedings. 

Frieda Holloway, as the teen- 
| ager, was fetching. Lowell Harris, 
| as her troubled beau, was effective. 
|Other able performances were 
turned out by Jacquelyn McKee- 
ver, as the married sister, James 
Broderick, as her husband, and 
Jerome Cowan and Ruth Matteson, 
as the mother and father of the 
girl. Horo. 


U.S.-Canada-Europe Tie 
On Mantovani Telepix 


| A three-way distribution deal in- 
| volving America, Canada and the 
| Eastern Hemisphere is being set 
up by Harry Alan Towers for his 
| vidpic musical series starring Man- 
|}tovani & His Orch. Negotiations 
already have been concluded with 
| ABC-TV (of London) for the East- 
}ern Hemisphere rights and Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. will take 
the skein in the English and French 
languages. A release deal with a 
major U.S. distributor is in the 
works. 

The first group of half-hour pix 
in the series, which was directed 
by Wendy Toye, has been com- 
pleted and the second is due to go 
into production at the Associated 
British Elstree Studios next Mun- 
day (25). This will be directed by 
Duke Goldstone, who is due this 
week from the U.S. 

Towers is also currently prepping 
a series based on the “Saint” char- 
acter in the Leslie Charteris thril- 
lers and is paging a name British 
actor for the lead. 








Amarillo, Tex.—C. R. Watts has 

m named general manager of 
KVII-TV here effective Sept. 1, 
according to Jack C. Vaugh, prez 
of Television Properties Inc., which 
recently purchased the outlet. 
| Watts comes here from KROD-TV, 
El Peso. 








‘Swift Annulment for Radio Gabber's 
‘Clinical Scheol for Marriage 


——s Continued from page 29 sm | 


San Francisco, Aug. 26 
Marjorie King, for almost a dec- 
ade a top personality on KNBC and 
KSFO women's gab shows, has 
learned that good looks and charm 
do not make a charm school. 


Miss King, axed earlier this 


| ordinate sucha... 
| out 


year by Golden West's KSFO from | 


her nightly half-hour slot, planned | 


to open an “Academy of Covenant 


| Arts and Sciences” whose courses 


Occasionallly, | 


would include “perceptive home- 
making,” “health, vigor and 
charm,” “leve and sex in marriage,” 
“nlanned meditation and original 
thought” and “an innovation 
course in adult living.” 

The school was to open Sept. 23 
and Miss King, in private life the 
wife of a Berkeley, Cal., dentist, 
sent out a prospectus listing a 
number ef Frisce civic leaders who 
were supposed te be backing her 
and asking that a group of citizens 
attend a meeting last Thursday (21) 
as prospective “regents” or “guar- 
antors.” Goal of the meeting was 
“at least $42,000 worth” of on-the- 
line support. j 

Among prospectus names—listed | 
either as “Counsel of Professional 
Advisers” or as 
ministrative Advisers’—were Cal- 
ifornia Attorney General 
G. Brown, capitalist Louis Lurie, 
hotel-operator Ben Swig, indus- 
trialist Harold Zeljerbach, Pacific 


. project with- 
listing specifie brilliant spe- 
cialists on whose advice... I would 
be able to rely .~. In the pros- 
pectus I listed your name as such 
an adviser. * This does net connect 
you in any way with the proposed 
new school. If in all good faith I 
have brought embarrassment to 
you, I apologize.” 

At the fund-raising meeting, at- 


| tended by exactly 28 pe-sons, Miss 


“Counsel of Ad-| 


Edmund | 


King spoke for 45 minufes, asking 
that someone with business sense 
take over the academys’ financing 
No one volunteered—and none of 
the advisers listed in the prospec- 
tus was present. Her public rela- 
tions man, C. W. Brown, took the 
chair after she departed and sug- 
gested the meeting adjourn 

And that seemed to end the ra- 
dio gabber’s dream of her “clinical 
school for marriage.” 


Tornadoes Won't Have A 
Private Life on Mes. Air 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Both WCCO and KSTP tv and 
redio here have installed radar for 
weather information purposes and 


| especially to enable them to pick 


cut imminent tornadoes and other 
storms and warn the territory's 


Gas & Electric vice-president Rob- | public more promptly and accurate- 


ert R. Gros and a string of others, 


lv than they can do now when they 


|including a number of city of-| depend on the local weather bu- 


ficials. 

But the day of the fund-raising 
meeting The _ Frisco 
broke a story sbout the school. 
Reporter Hale Champion had 
taiked to all the bigshots named 


| 


| in the prospectus and all said they | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





hadn't been asked, much less 
agreed, to serve in any capacity, 
advisory or otherwise. 

Miss King, who had planned to 
charge from $500 to $1400 for the 
academy's courses, admitted: 

“There was nothing 
about this. I talked to most of 
those people about my ideas. The 
meeting is .. . to make it official 
A lot of those people will be there.” 

She also dispatched wires to the 
people in the prospectus declaring 
herself “not very bright” 
ing: 


official | 


reau advices. 
The fact that in recent years tor- 


Chronicle | nadoes hereabouts have been be- 


coming more frequent influenced 
the stations to make the installa- 
tions. 

Radar will pinpoint storms in an 
area 300 miles wide around the 
Twin Cities. Its information will 
be carried to listeners and viewers 
on all weather reports and special 
bulletins will flash severe storm 
warnings from the new weather 
center. Viewers will see the actual 
radar screen. 





Greensboro, N.C. — The new 
president of WBBO, Forrest 
City, N.C., is Mrs. Ed M. Anderson. 
Mrs. Anderson was chosen by the 


and add- board of directors to succeed her 


e: |husband, who died earlier this 
I would never presume to co-' summer. 
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CHARLESTON, W. Va. 
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‘Vote For NBC’ Promo Preems 


————— << Continued from page 23 


denominator, is a new newspaper 
co-op deal described as the “3-for- 
1” plan. NBC, affiliates and client, 
in this instance, will share the cost 
equally of 250 line ads in non-o&o 
markets. The plan wili be avail- 
able to ali clients and to all sta- 
tions and for the first time affords 
siations an opportunity to run a 
sustained ad schedule throughout 
the premiere season as well as use 
a client’s money for tune-in ads. 
Advertiser acceptance of the plan 
todate has been excelient, it has 
been learned. 

On the publicity front, another 
of NBC's highspots will be the 
second annual press junket from 
Oct. 19 to 25, calling for the trans- 
portation of tv editors from all 
parts of the U.S. to N.Y. for in- 
terviews with the upcoming sea- 
son's headliners, a q&a session 
with NBC board chairman Bob 
Sarnoff, a behind-the-scenes inspec- 
tion of production facilities and a 
briefing on NBC’s future plans. 
Last year the editors were taken 
to the Coast for a look-see of cur- 
rent product. ; 

The first of NBC’s “Coordinated 
Projects of the Week” will be the 
Steve Allen Show slated for Sept. 
21 and presenting the headliners 
drawn from the major shows in 
the fall lineup. Allen did a sim.lar 
showcasing job last year which 
snared one of the highest ratings 
of the season. NBC will repeat 
season's successful! nationwide 
closed-circuit preview on Sept. 11. 
TV editors will be invited to at- 
tend the preview of the new 
season's programs. 

Special ‘Variety’ Issue’ 

Network affiliates have also been 
told of an NBC-TV special issue to 
be published by VarteTy on S=pt 
10. The issue will deal with tv's 
second decade and more specific- 
ally with NBC's upcoming pro- 
grams plus detailed charts ete. 
NBC affiliates will receive copies of 
the special issue as part of the 
1958-59 over-all publicity campaign. 

The direct teletype wire service 
to some 40 of the country’s major 
dailies will be utilized by the 
press department te transmit the 
latest program news, thus re 
portedly beating opposition press 
departments with program in- 
formation by as much as 46 bours 
in many instances. 

Summing up its print media 
achievements from Sept. 1957, 
through May 1958, the NBC Press 
Department informed affiliates that 
it wrote and distributed to each tv 
editor approximately 3,500,000 
words of news and feature copy. 
This material went to about 1,400 
dailies, magazines, trade papers 
and affiliates. Its photo depart- 
ment distributed more than 1,000,- 
000 black and white prints, 4,500 
color transparencies ani more than 
47,000 mats to 600 dailies and tv 
supplements covering video news. 

Nor has the exploitation depart- 
ment of NBC been idle regardiag 
plans for the coming season. Its 
schedule of tieups run the gamut 
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from record albums to public 
school bulletin boards. In virtu- 
ally all instances NBC names and 
program credits will be clearly 
visible on the sleeves of record 
albums made on RCA Victor, labels 
and other recording companies. 
‘Stay Tuned’ 

Last year, NBC’s exploitation 
department launched the “stay 
tuned” crawls in prime time. This 
year the technique will be em- 
ployed as well on the daytime 
schedule. However, this year's 
“editorial promos” will have some- 
thing new added: the plug for the 
forthcoming program will be de- 
livered by the top name of that 
program. Thus, as Art Link- 
letter’s “People Are Funny” draws 
to conclusion, Perry Como’s voice 
will be saying: “This is Perry 
Como. Stay tuned for what we 
believe will be a most enjoyable 
hour of entertainment in color 
and in black and white.” NBC 
expects to use a total of 200,000 
of these 
ments during the 1958-59 season. 
Additionally, there will be more 
“walk-ons,” or what NBC describes 
as promotional “marriages’’—in 


which headliners appear as guests | 


on adjacent programs. During the 
coming season, live walk-ons and 
guest appearance will be augment- 
ed by filming the performers in 
open-end interviews for local show 
use. 

Other exploitation devices on the 
agenda include newsreel clips such 
as last season’s income tax bit by 
Jerry Lewis and Bob Hope's re- 
turn from Moscow: numerous con- 


tests pointing up Como, Allen 
Hope and George Gobel; tie-ins 
with Harper’s Magazine. 

Look, Bantam Books and the 
publishers of Shirley Temple's 
Storybook; cooperative ventures 


with more than 50 boards of educa 
tion from coast to coast and a 
number of other program-proclaim- 
ing ende vors. 

Spearheading the all-inclusive 
campaign is Ken Biiby, NBC exe cu- 
tive veepee of public relations. His 
aides in this project include Svd- 
ney H. Eiges, veepee in charge 
of press; John Porter, director of 
advertising and promotion; Al 
Rylander, director of exploitation: 
Ellis Moore, director of N.Y. press 
dept, and Casey Shawkan, direc- 
tor of Hollywood press dept. 

The August air campaign is re- 
portedly getting an overwhelming 
response from NBC affiliates and 
the “Vote For NBC” theme is be- 
ing employed in various local 
forms tv supplement the overall 
drumbeating project. Moreover, 
rival networks have latche! on to 
the mid-summer air campaign and 
are said to be copying many of 
NBC's promotional undertakings. 


Omaha—Storz Broadcasting Cu. 
has appointed George W. “Bud” 
Armstrong as executive vice-presi- 





dent. Armstrong joined Storz in 
1949 as a disk jockey at KOWH, 
! Omaha. 
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“stay tuned” announce- | 


To Golden Anni of ‘Rep’ 
| London, Aug. 26. 

Granada-TV will play its part in 
the Golden Anniversary celebra-| 
tion of the British repertory stock | 
theatre movement, which began at 
the Gaiety Theatre, Manchester, | 
Sept. 7, 1908. | 

Repertory theatres throughout 
the country will celebrate the! 
| jubilee by producing a new play, 
| reviving a play once performed at 
the Gaiety, or performing a play 
| from the foundation period. The 
|tv programmers will join in by 
| presenting one of the Gaiety plays, | 
|“Mary Broome,” by Allan Monk-| 
house, Sept. 3. 


Lotsa Shuffles At 


Storer in Atlanta; 











- Ditto WSB Radio "sce: 


Atlanta, Aug. 26. 

Turnover at WAGA-TV, Storer | 
| Broadcasting Co. mil, continues 
apace. Three staff members have | 
resigned and four were added to | 
payroll. 

Don Naylor, program director | 
for past eight years, stepped down, | 
effective immediately. 


|Granada-TV Latches On . | 


eel 


Continued from page 1 














is ready to make a statement, he 
will do so. It is not finalized in 
our minds what happened. We are 
still investigating it. If there was 
a payoff we were not involved and 
had no knowledge of it.” 

Colgate-Palmolive Co., sponsor 
of “Dotto” on both NBC and CBS, 
summarily yanked the show off the 
air soon after it learned about 
alleged unsavory goings-on back- 
stage. The FCC already has an 
affidavit from the complainant and 
is said to be looking into the mat- 
ter, but is making no announce- 
ment as to the nature of the com- 
plaint. 


The D.A.’s office, it was learned, | 


also received squawks regarding 
the behavior pattern of other quiz 
shows on the networks. It was re- 
ported that several contestants, as 
well as prospective contestants on 
widely known quiz shows, had ap- 


cuss their grievances which were 
said to include (1) the making of 
“deals” and (2) alleged kickbacks 
of prize money to production offi- 
cials. A top money winner on a 
high-rated quiz show was also said 
to have been questioned. An actor, 
it is understood, filed the -original 
complaint in the “Dotto” case. 
Meanwhile, NBC, CBS, Colgate- 
Palmolive and Ted Bates, the 


Eye TV Potential 
Of British Guiana 


London, Aug. 26. 

Associated TeleVision’s “stake a 
claim” policy is under way in Com- 
monwealth areas where tv hasn't 
yet got going. Skedded back in 
London last weekend (24) was 
Leslie Knight, who for the pro- 
grammers has formed a subsidiary 
company in British Guiana in an- 
|ticipation of future tv activity 
there. Directors of the new outfit, 
which has been established on ini- 
tial capital of $140,000, are Nor- 
man Collins, Richard Meyer and 
Knight. 
| The programmers have long 
| been eyeing the potentials of East 
| Africa, the Bahamas and other far 
|flung corners of the Common- 
|wealth and more announcements 
| are expected soon. 








‘Japan-Anglo Settlement 
Of ‘Scotland Yard” Case 


Tokyo, Aug. 26. 
A dispute over Japanese dis- 
|tribution rights to 26 “Scotland 
| Yard” telefilms of Anglo-Amalga- 
mated of Britain has been settled. 
Eastern Films, which acquired 
|the Japan rights, was negociating 





Skip Thom- | agency, were still saying “no com-|for a contract with the Kansai 


as, announcer, is leaving as of Sept.| ment” regarding the reasons for | television station when it was dis- 
1. with Phil Taylor, production | the swift canning of the program. | covered that the same series was 
manager, quitting on same date. | Orders from top echelons, in all) listed in a catalog by the Shin 


Previous resignations were | 
Glenn Jackson, general manager, | 
who was succeeded by Robert J. | 
Kerns, formerly with Storer’s Phil-| 
adelphia station; and Jack Collins, 
erstwhile assistant managing direc- 
tor and sales manager. Collins 
took post as general manager of 
WGST, an ABC affiliate, owned by 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
and operated by Georgia Board of 
Regents. 

Newly hired by WAGA-TV are 
Hank Davis, formerly of Tulsa, 
Okla., replacing Naylor as program 
director; Gideon Gilliam, former 
Atlanta insurance broker, as na- 
tional sales merchandising direc- 
tor; William Flynn, formerly a tv 
station salesman in New Orleans, 
who becomes national sales man- 
ager; and Ken Wilson, radio sales- 
man with the Tobacco Radio Net- 
work in North Carolina, who is new 
local sales manager. 

Another recent change in Stor- 
er’'s WAGA AM-FM setup here 
brought in James E. Bailey, of To- | 
ledo, as managing director of radio | 
station, succeeding Claude H.| 
Frazier, who was to be “reassigned | 
in the organization.” Bailey was 
vice-president and managing direc- | 
= for WSPD, Storer’s Toledo out- 
et 

Storer mills are CBS outlets 
here. 

Some changes in WSB radio's 
setup were announced recently 
by general manager Frank Gaither. 
| Veteran newscaster Jimmy Bridges 
has moved into the sales service | 
department. Aubrey Morris, erst- 
|while Atlanta Journal police re-| 

| porter of late serving WSB as rov- 
| ing reporter in the WSB radio car, | 
| will direct an expansion of such | 
news bureau activity with the as- | 
sistance of Ted Hightower. 

Hightower’s former duties as 
traffic manager will be assumed by 
Margrette Duty, who will be assist- 
ed by Libby Brown and Betty Hen- 
thorn, an addition to the traffic de- 
partment. 

WSB, which with WSB-TV fs 

;owned and operated by Atlanta 
Newspapers Inc., publishers of At- 
lanta (p.m.) Journal and (a.m.) 
Constitution, is NBC mouthpiece 
| here and oldest station in south. 








Delaney Vice Hickey 
Bill 


Hickey i8 resigning as 
sportscaster on the WCBS-TV 
| (N.Y.) Monday-through-Saturday | 


late weather and sports program 
and will move to the Coast. 

| Bob Delaney, who was second | 
man to Russ Hodges on the Giant | 
| telecasts, will replace Hickey ef- | 
fective Sept. 1. Carol Reed stays | 
on as the weather reporter. 


| TV IN SCOT OUTPOST 





Wick, N. Scotland, Aug. 26. 

Television will spread to this 
northern outpost of Scotland by 
early 1959. It will cover Kirkwall, 
in the Orkney Islands, and a large 
|part of Caithness. 
| British Broadcasting Corp. will 
|provide temporary installations be- 
|fore construction work on perma- 











‘nent stations is completed. 


| change 


instances, were barked to say 
nothing but “no comment” regard- 
ing the “Dotto” carcellation. | 

Members of the network tv press 
departments, on the other hand, | 
thought this was poor policy and | 
hoped their bosses would soon 
their minds and release 
their version of the story. 

“Dotto” headquarters in the 
Hotel Woodstock, N.Y., it was re- 
ported, were to be closed shortly 
and its office equipment, valued 
at $70 sold to a second-hand dealer. | 

The N.Y. dailies, particularly the | 
Post and the Journal-American, | 
were giving the “Dotto” case front- | 
page treatment, pushing the Nau- | 
tilus, Little Rock, New York guber- 
natorial race and other major news 
yarns into secondary positions. 
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| 

nor other members of his family 

intended to sell any of their hold- 
ings. 

The company, is, however, mak- 


|}ing a “rights” issue of one for one} 


at par and the Bernsteins had! 
stated that they would pick up any 
shares under this issue not ac-| 
quired by existing stock holders. 

The Stock Market enthusiasm | 
for commercial tv shares is also 
shown in the trading for ATV) 
stock, which is now being quoted | 
at more than eight-and-half times | 
ts par value of $2.80. | 

The boom was touched off two! 
months ago when ATV published | 
its balance sheet showing trading | 
profits of over $11,349,000. The) 
last Granada balance sheet, for the | 
year ended Sept. 30 last, reported 
a trading surplus of $1,096,000. 

There is no direct trading in any 
of the commercial tv stocks, but 
there are dealings in the shares of 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
the parent company of ABC-TV. 
Their ordinary shares, with ABPC 
balance sheet, published a few 
weeks ago, revealed a trading prof- 
it of over $9,774,000. 





} new 


| Nihon Koeiki which was beiug cir- 
|culated among tv stations. 
| A check revealed that Shin Nihon 
| Koeiki does not have the rights, 
but was merely reprinting a list it 
had acquired from the European- 
Television Corp. without specify- 
ing which product was theirs to 
distribute. 

After an Anglo-Amalgamated 
protest, SNK agreed to delete the 
title from its listing. 


Wayne’s Vidblurbs 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

John Wayne and son Pat will do 
series of 20-second vidblurbs plug- 
ging Gillette and elder Wayne's 
pic, Howard Hawks’ “Rio 
Bravo.” 

Blurbs will be among initialers 
lensed by Four Star’s new tv come 
mercial dept. 








CBC Names Comeau 


Ottawa, Aug. 26. 
Bruno Comeau, former desk man 


with Ottawa's French-language 
daily, Le Droit, has been ap- 
pointed head of radio and tele- 


vision news services of the Cane 
adian Broadcasting Corp.'s French 


| web. 


Comeau joined CBC in 1955 and 
was commercial production chief 
at CBC in Montreal. 





Louisville—Hugh L. Smith, Min- 
neapolis newscaster, has joined 
WHAS tv and radio as news editor. 
He succeeds Bill Minshall, who 
resigned in May from the local sta- 
tion to become news director: of 
WIS-TV, Columbia, S.C. 





——__._____. | 
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ful winding staircase and 
delier reminds you that he 
signed for gracious living. 


this fine custom built home. 








livingroom to a TV room and terrace. 
richly panelled and the kitchen is the last word in 
streamlined efficiency. There are 5 family bedrooms, 
4 baths, powder room, playroom, 3-car garage, ser- 
vants’ quarters. Owner moving and must dispose of 


BREATHTAKING! | 
HOME FOR SALE — HARRISON, NW. Y. 


Magnificent Georgian Colonial surrounded by 2% 
acres of beautiful lawns and shrubbery. A large en- 
trance hall with gleaming white marble floors, grace- 


a glittering crystal chan- 
re is indeed a home de- 
Wide doors lead from the 
The library is 


Call Owner's Agent — JOSEPH BRUCE 
RY 7-0212, Sunday—WH 6-3330 
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LOWERING BOOM ON ‘TOP 40’ 





Copyrighting Soundtrack Score 


Citing the inability of Hollywood producers to record on phono- 
graph records the soundtrack of a film score nominated for an 
Award, Sen. Hubert Humphrey 
closing days of Congress introduced a bill which would provide 
for copyrighting of music without a written score. 

Humphrey told Congress he realized the bill could not be passed 
so late in the session, but said it should be studied so that action 


Academy 


can be taken early next year. 


The Minnesota Democrat told Congress about creation of elec- 
tronic music with musical instruments and without written notes, 
and said such music is recognized in Europe as “the music of the 
Yet, he added, it can’t be copyrighted in the U.S. because 
of the 1909 copyright law provision insisting on a written score. In 4 
electronic music, he explained, no notation is possible because the 
music is created directly on tape. 

He said: “A young American couple composed an entire sound- 
track score for a Holiywood feature film. Although the work was 
very successful and was nominated for an Academy Award, the 
Hollywood studio found that they could not bring out a soundtrack 
It is such an import adjunct to a motion 
picture to issue a soundtrack album tHat this inability to bring 
out a copyrighted phonograph record has deterred the Hollywood 
producers from further using this form of modern music.” 


Six-Point Draft Vs. Canned Music 
Adopted by 10 O'seas Tooter Unions 


Musicians’ unions from 10 for-#— 


future.” 


by putting it on disk. 





eign countries have joined with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
on a six-point draft program of 
mutual aid against internationally 
traded canned music. Program, ini- 
tiated by the AFM, was unani- 
mously accepted at a two-day world 
conference of tooter unions at 
Zurich Aug. 15-16. Stanley Ballard, 
the AFM’s special rep to the con- 
clave, reported on his return to 
the U. S. last week that all the 
signatories to the agreement plan 
“to carry out all the proposals as 
far as humanly possible.” 

The draft program calls for the 
following: 

(1) In event of a strike or lockout 
involving any of the signatories, 
all parties to the agreement shall 
not accept employment from the 
employer in question. 

(2) Each union shall try to get 
labor contracts outlawing the mak- 
ing of recorded music for “general 

urposes” (that is, library music 
ntended for repeated use in 
soundtracks). 

(3) Each union shall try to yet 
agreements forbidding employ- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Disk Fair Trade 
Kayoed on Coast 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
Last bastion of fair trade in 
phonograph records has fallen. 
Leo J. Meyberg Co., Northern 
California distributor of RCA Vic- 
tor, quietly agreed last week to 
withdraw superior court suit seek- 
ing permanent injunction against 
Discount Records Inc. 

Meyberg had sought restrain- 
ing order to prevent cut-rate na- 
tional record shop chain from slic- 
ing prices on RCA label. Grounds 
were that records were a fair-trade 
item, under state law law. 

Meyberg and Columbia distribu- 
tor, H. R. Basford Co., both filed 
suits last January against Discount 
Records and another new Frisco 
cul-rater. Basford, however, 
tossed in sponge last spring, when 
it became evident that state fair- 
trade law’ was in effect only in 
Northern California—it's widely 
disregarded in Southern California 
so far as records are concerned. 

Northern California, in fact, was 
only spot in country where fair 
trade was still being applied to rec- 
ord labels. Now that's al! out. 


6 LP’s for Colpix 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

New line of Colpix, Columbia 
Pictures’ recording subsid, will be 
brought out Oct. 1 with release of 
six LP albums. One is soundtrack 
from Col's “Bell, Book and 
Candle.” 

New label will be distribbed in 
L.A.-Southern California area by 
Modern Distributing, headed by 
Al Chapman and Eleanor Kurlan. 








Washington, Aug. 26. 


(D., Minn.) in the 








Stolz’s Prolific Chores 


Rokert Stolz will conduct the 
Concertgebouw, Amsterdam, Sept. 
9 in “A Night In Vienna.” The fol- 
lowing day, he planes to Vienna 
to etch a new LP for RCA Victor, 
“Twilight In Vienna.” 

In Cctober, Stolz's operetta, 
“Two Hearts In Three-Quarter 
Time,” is set to open at the Opera 
House, Zurich. 


Brit. 45s Up 89%, 
LPs 15% as Biz 
Continues Climb 


London, Aug. 26. 

Sales of 45 rpm platters have 
increased by 89% in the first six 
months of this year compared with 
the same period in 1957. Long- 
playing records, too, have gone up 
by 15%, while 78s have dropped 
by 30%. This is reported by the 
Board of Trade, which adds that 
British diskeries have reaped $18,- 
000,000, less sales tax, between 
January and June, with total! sales 
of 35,754,000 units. 


This figure is approximately 
$17,000 more than that registered 
in the same period last year when 
sales totalled 37,411,000 units. Dur- 
ing June sales amounted to 4,476,- 
000, which was 126,000 down com- 
pared with the same month in the 
previous year, but total sales value 
of $2,369,000 was up by $244,000. 
This is attributed to the leap in 45 
rpm sales at 1,702,000 which was 

(Continued on page 50) 


AUDIO DEVICES’ SALES 
UP 31% FOR SIXMONTHS 


Audio Devices’ magnetic tape 
sales for the first six months of 
1958 hit “$3,055,000 as against $2,- 
350,900 for a similar period in ’57. 
It’s a 31% increase and marks the 
fifth year of centinually climbing 
sales for the company. 

William C. Speed, AD prexy, 











now plans to add 20,000 square 
feet of tape production facilities. 

Earnings from magnetic tape 
and disk sales for the first six 
months of ‘58 were $176,967 after | 
taxes, equal to 22.4c. per share on | 
788,457 shares of common stock | 
outstanding. This compares with | 
$157,762 for the same period of | 
‘57, or 24.3c. a share on 650,051 | 
shares of stock then outstanding. | 


BALTO STATION'S 
TOP 40° BLAST 


Baltimore Aug. 26. 

With a blast against sundry pres- 
sures and payoffs from disk distrib- 
utors, WITH, indie station here, 
has dropped its “Top 40” listings. 
One of the first outlets in the coun- 
try to adopt the bestselling formu- 
la for pop disk programming, 
WITH has now thrown the lists 
into the rubbish can because ac- 
curate topselling lists from local 
retailers have become impossible 
to get. 

According to Dick Covington, 
the station’s program director, 
disk manufactuers and distributors 
have been bringing “unbearable” 
pressures on both the station and 
the dealers in order to get on the 
“Top 40” list of local bestsellers. 
In order to guarantee a listing 
from a local store, disk promoters 
would give five to 10 records free 
to the retailer. That, according to 
Covington, was the situation a year 
ago. Currently, the “list” price 
has gone up to a cuffo box of rec- 
ords. 

Covington made the point that 
in Baltimore, a major market, “it 
is no longer possible to ascertain 
the true picture as to the record- 
buying habits of the public. Con- 
sequently, we find it necessary to 
find another method of determin- 
ing the likes musically of Mr. and 
Mrs. Public.” He tabs the “Top- 
40” lists as “sick” and sez it’s time 
that stations got off the “sick list.” 

Covington asserts it’s up to the 
disk industry itself to clean up 
the “list” situation. He asks if a 
distributor association could be 
formed in specific areas to protect 
their own investment. “After all,” 
he wonders, “how many records 
can they (and the manufacturers) 
afford to give away. If the record 
has something, they don’t have to 
resort to stealing from their own 
pockets.” 

Despite all, Covington says he 
still welcomes the “help and guid- 
ance” of the disk company, promo- 
tion men, distribs. etc., because no- 
body has a staff big enough or 
smart enough to screen 250 re- 
leases per week. But, Covington 
sez, WITH has now decided to take 
music programming out of the 
disk companies’ hands and permit 
the station “to get the hypo from 
the public once again.” 


AGAC to Start 
Pie-Cut in Sept. 


The songwriters’ royalty collec- 
tion agency, set up by the Ameri- 
can Guild of Authors & Composers, 
will start to roll next month in 
time to handle a quarterly distri- 
bution to cleffers on Nov. 15. At 
the present time, AGAC has 
received 600 authorizations, out of 
a possible 1,700 writers, to start 
collecting all royalties due to clef- 
fers from publishers. 

Under the AGAC agreement 
with publishers, writers can de- 
mand an accounting from publish- 
ers on monies due. The new 
agency will operate under this 
clause, centralizing collections for 
the writers and making distribu- 
tions from the AGAC office. A 





collection fee of 5° has been ten- | 


tatively set to cover the specific 
auditing procedures. 





Planetary Goes Global 


Patricia-Kahl and Planetary, mu- 
sic firms operated by Phil Kahl 
and Morris Levy, are going on a 





Diskers With Legit 











Jane Morgan’s Tandem 

Dave Kapp, prexy of Kapp 
Records, is bucking precedent 
by releasing two new singles 
by Jane Morgan in the same 
package. 

Kapp says that there's no 
law which says that a company 
has to release only one new 
record at a time by the artist. 
Kapp is backing his two-disk 
idea with a promotional sleeve 
addressed to disk jockeys stat- 
ing, “They Don't Believe 
You'll Play Both Records. We 
Believe You Will! We Hope 
We're Right!” 

On one disk Miss Morgan 
sings “I May Never Pass This 
Way Again” and “You'll Nev- 
er Walk Alone.” The other 
platter is the French tune, 
“La Jour Ou La Ploie Vien- 
dra,” and is backed with the 
English translation, “The Day 
The Rains Came.” 


4 Publishers In 
A Test Suit Vs. 
Seeco on Payoff 


A test suit to determine whether 
a disk company, under the Copy- 
right Act, must pay publisher roy- 
alties on the number of platters 
manufactured or the number sold 
has been filed in New York Federal 
Court against Seeco Records by 
four major publishers, 
Shapiro-Bernstein, Joy and Mills. 

Seeco claims that it has been the 
custom in the di biz to pay 
according to sales, but the plain- 
tiffs, via their attorney, Julian 
T. Abeles (& Bernstein), contend 
that custom cannot take prece- 
dence over the specific provisions 
of the Copyright Act. The plain- 














Famous, | 


Cast Rights Yen 


Sales Parlay Via Pic Soundtrack Sets 


* Original Broadway cast sets have 


been getting a new run for the 
money via the film adaptation of 
the tuner and the soundtrack pack- 
age that usually accompanies it. 
| Situation has been bothering disk- 
|eries with the soundtrack rights 
| because they feel that the new pro- 
motion and exploitation given the 
pic track also helps the rival com- 
pany who preceded them with the 
| Broadway cast set. 

| The soundtracker original 
cast set battle was recently spot- 
lighted with “South Pacific.” RCA 
| Victor copped the tracker rights to 
|the 20th-Fox pic and went on an 
all-out campaign to get it across. 
Meantime, Columbia which had 
| been riding with the original cast 
album for the past 10 years went 
} into the sales fray with a repack- 
aging push and ran neck and neck 
with Victor in the new sales drive. 
| And this, after “SP” already had 
| racked up 1,500,000 sales for Col. 

| A similar situation occurred a 
| couple of years ago with the filmi- 
‘zation of Rodgers & Hammerstein's 
“Oklahoma” and “Carouse)l.” Cap- 
itol had both soundtrack sets and 
locked horns with Decca which had 
| both original cast sets. Although 
the Capitol packages showed up 
strongly on the sales charts, the 
Decca execs claim that their old 
| packages matched Cap's newies 
| one-for-one. 


Although there’s still hot bid- 
ding for tracker rights by all the 
| companies, it's gotten so now that 
|the companies with the original 
least versions are making a more 
| concerted effort to nab the track 
| rights so that they can work the 
|parlay into a bigger payoff rather 
than battle another company. 
| RCA Victor, for example, is hot 
for the Warner Bros. version of 


| (Continued on page 50) 


vs. 








Roost Label Into 


- Roulette Combine 


Roulette Records is taking the 
Roost label into its fold. Roost now 


tiffs are asking for treble damages | becomes part of the Roulette com- 
on the full 2c royalty due per tune | bine which includes the Rama, Gee, 
per disk. | Tico and CoStar subsids. 

The publishers, through their; The Roost label was launched 
agent and trustee, Harry Fox, have eight years ago by Teddy Reig who 
denied regular lieenses to Seeco.| now moves over to the Roulette 


Hence the disk company has ned | 
to give a notice of use to the pub- | 
lishers under the compulsory li- | 
censing provisions of the Copyright | 
Act. Under this section, the pub- | 
lishers can demand monthly ac- | 
counting with payment of the} 
statutory 2c royalty on the num-| 
ber of manufactured disks. 

Seeco has been involved in a| 
previous suit with Fox concern- | 
ing an alleged inadequate royalty | 
payoff to publishers under a li- 
censing agreement. This action is 
still before the Federal courts for 
final disposition. 

Tunes involved in the new suit 
are “Love Letters” (Famous), “The 
White Cliffs of Dover” (Shapiro- 
Bernstein), “Love Is a Simple 
Thing” (Joy), and “One Morning 
in May’ (Mills). 


KAPP PACKAGING TV’S 
‘LITTLE WOMEN’ SPEC 


Kapp Records is prepping the 
original cast set of “Little Women,” 
upcoming NBC-TV spec, for release 
16 air- 








| four weeks before its Oct. 


global kick. Kahi took off for Eu-|ing. The Richard Adler score was | 
rope last week to set up a subsid | put into the groove by Kapp at) 


operation as part of the firm's 
artists & repertoire staff. In the 
Roost catalog, which Roulette is 
taking over for distribution, are 
30 jazz LP’s and 15 EP sets. In- 
cluded in the group are packages 
by the late Charlie Parker, Dizzy 
Gillespie and Johnny Smith. 

To promote thé Roulette-Roost 
tie, Joe Kolsky, Roulette’s sales 
veepee, has prepped a special al- 
bum to be called “Operation Jazz,” 
| which will include takes by Art 
| Tatum, Erroll Garner, Billy Taylor, 
| Kai Winding, J.J. Johnson, Dizzy 
| Gillespie, Charlie Parker and Harry 
Belafonte. (The Garner, Belafonte, 
Johnson, etc., disks were cut long 
| before they made the major label 
| ties with which they are now as- 
| sociated.) 
| In a move to get the Roost line 
moving in the market as a new 
Roulette affil, Kolsky is slicing the 
regular Roost price of $4.98 to 
|$3.98 for the next 90 days. The 
EP sets will continue to sell for 
$1.29. 

The transfer of Roost records in- 
ventory from current Roost dis- 
tributors to Roulette distributors 
is now in the works. 


Joni for the Gl’s 








in England to be known as Patri- 
cia-Kahl (London) Ltd. 
He'll also hit Germany, France 


| Capitol Records’ studios in New 
| York Monday (25). 
The eight-song session was cut 


Company’s new silicon rectifier | and Italy for the purpose of estab- | by Margaret O'Brien, Rise Stevens, < 
division started eperations at the | lishing beachheads in those coun-|Jeannie Carson, Flor-nce Hender- her primarily to bases around 
beginning of the year and showed | tries, too. Kahl and Levy already | son, Zina Bethune and Bill Hayes. | Honolulu, Manila and Tokyo. 


a loss of $76,839, or 9.7c. per share | have a publishing subsid in Johan-| Hal Hastings conducted the orch | 


Joni James, MGM thrush, is set 
for a tour of GI installations in the 
Far East. She leaves Oct. 16 on 


la four-week trek which will take 


Tri é 4 2 : - 
Trip was arranged afier a sur 


for the first six months of °58, re-|nesburgh, South Africa. Kahl will | with arrangements by Don Walker | vey of Post Exchanges s howed 
be accompanied on his European |of the Adler score. The “Little | Miss James to be one of the top 


ducing overall earnings for the! 


period to $100,028, equad to 1:1, 


per share. 


junket by attorney Halcey Cowan. 
They'll be gone about four weeks. 


Women” telenlay is being scripted 
by Wilson Lehar. 


|four vocalists in record sates with 
' GI's overseas. 


a 
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Toni Arden (Decca). “YOU'RE 
NOT LOSING A DAUGHTER, 
MAMA” (Charles N. Daniels*) 
gains its momentum from Toni 
Arden’s spirited vocal attack on a 
number with appeal and drive. A 
good followup to her clicko “Pa- 
dre.” “IF YOUR HEART DOESN'T 
DANCE” (Jack Gold*) steps into 
a romantic ballad idea with a rich, 
melodie style that could mean 
spins. 

Tony Bennett (Columbia). “FIRE- 
FLY” (E. H. Morris*) will light up 
on all spinning levels because of 
the brisk and snappy mood that 
Tony Bennett knows how to handle 
so well. “THE NIGHT THAT 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 








Barbara Allen in a slow ballad 
mood but it remains a tough pull 
in today’s market. “TOMMY’S 
SONG” (Montauk*} gets most of 
its spinning chances from an in- 
triguing beat that the juke set al- 
ways seems to buy. 

The Playmates (Roulette). 
“WHILE THE RECORD GOES 
AROUND” (Planetary*) spins at a 
catching, danceable lilt for teen 
tastes. “THE DAY I DIED” (Kel- 
lem*) puts a morbid idea in a rock- 
ing setting that may fetch the 
jeaners’ approval. 

Joey Nichol (ABC-Paramount) 





“ASHAMED” (B. J. Devere*) rolls 
along familiar lines but the rock- 





_—— 


Best 


Bets 


TONI ARDEN ....YOU’RE NOT LOSING A DAUGHTER, MAMA 


(Decca) .. 


TONY BENNETT .......000--- 


Cole 6. bse 


WILLIE NELSON .. cc ccccccces 


(Liberty) 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY 
(MGM) 


JANE MORGAN 
(Kapp) 


Vere weee 


Yer ee Pe . It’s A Boy 
rane I MAY NEVER PASS THIS WAY AGAIN 


If Your Heart Doesn’t Dance 
= sibs aiart otha busts « = se. 
..The Night That Heaven Fell 


NO DOUGH 
ia dees cs Cas Susie 


.+++..-LOUDENBOOMER BIRD 


.. You'll Never Walk Alone 





HEAVEN FELL” (Shapiro, Bern- 
stein*) will land on the spinning 
tables of those who like the solid 
ballad mood and the way Bennett 
belts it. 

Willie Nelson (Liberty). “NO 
DOUGH" (Assembly*? looks to pile 
up lotsa coin from the teen trade 
and make a mark for newcomer 
Willie Nelson who pegs his mate- 
rial and his style at the young set. 
“SUSIE” (Assembly?) is a slow 
r- ker that he takes in his stride, 
too, 

.osemary Clooney (MGM). “THE 
LOUDENBOOMER BIRD” (Ed- 
ward Kassner*) could take off in 
jock & juke areas. It has a neat 
lilt and some Deutsche lingo in- 
sertions that Rosemary Clooney 
builds into lots of platter fun. 
“IT’S A BOY” (Regent*) has the 
kind of buoyant feeling that could 
light up some jukes. 

Jane Morgan (Kapp). “I MAY 
NEVER PASS THIS WAY 
AGAIN” (Oval*) is strong ballad 
material that’s worked into a hit 
potential by Jane Morgan's effec- 
tive piping. “YOU'LL NEVER 
WALK ALONE” (Williamson*) 
comes out of the Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein catalog for an impressive 
treatment. 

Ferlin Huskey (Capitol). “ALL 
OF THE TIME” (Central*) has a 
light-hearted folk air that will 
make its score in alfalfa areas. “I 
WILL” (Bee-Gee?) follows the hill- 
billy groove for okay results in 
cornbelt coin machines, 

David Hill & H's Men (RCA Vic- 
tor). “CHA! BULL!” (Quintet*) is 
an offbeat item that could take 
listeners by surprise for a spinnin 
pull-through. It’s a grim musica 
vignette of a day in the bullring 
handled in a standup, belting man- 
ner by David Hill and a chorus. “A 
PROMISE OF THINGS TO 
COME” (Ross-Jungnickel*) gets a 
rousing vocal and orch treatment 
that could mean spins. 

Lonnie Satin (Sunbeam). “THE 
CLOCK HAS NO HANDS” (AlI- 
don*) works a good ballad idea into 
a programming bet through Lonnie 
Satin’s meaningful approach. “AC- 
CENT-TCHU-ATE THE  POSI- 
TIVE” (Morris-Rermick*) accents 
the rocking beat on the oldie in a 
way that may get it new spinning 
ehances. 

Sonny Day (ABC - Paramount). 
“BEYOND A SHADOW OF A 
DOUBT” (Fee-Bee?) tries to hit 
hard in beat and delivery but it 
doesn’t connect too strongly for 
the spinning payoff. “JALOUSIE” 
(Harms*) has Sonny Day riding 
through a frantic vocal that the 
juke crowd may go for. 

Diahann Carroll (United Artists). 
“THE BIG COUNTRY” (Chappell- 
United Artists*) is fair ballad 
treatment of the theme from the 
Gregory Peck starrer, “The Big 
Country,” and Diahann Carroll, in 
her first for UA, does the best she 
can with it. “GUIDING LIGHT” 
(Largo*) shines in performance 
alone because material is just 
minor inspirtional fodder. 

Ann Shelton (Epic). “DO YOU 
LOVE ME LIKE YOU KISS ME” 
(Leeds*) has a zingy beat and Ann 
Shelton turns it into a happy plat- 
ter that the jocks should go for. 
“SOUVENIR D'ITALIE” (Leeds*) 
is a romantic theme, richly deliv- 
ered, that makes for tasty pro- 
gramming. 

Barbara Allen (Felsted). “NEV- 
ER LEF:ME GO” (Sudbuvy*) puts 


ing beat will win it some friends 
in the juke areas. “STEADY 
DATE” (Milford*) could work up a 
lot of spinning attention and make 
a name for Joey Nichol. It’s an 


juve action. 

| Joe Fuller (Hi), “BACK TO 
SCHOOL.” (Jec+) is in tune with 
the season and Joe Fuller builds it 
into a spinning potential with 
a comfortable vocal approach. 
“NOTHING BUT YOU” (Jec*) has 
a smooth ballad flow that gets de- 
| livered in a winning way. 

Ruth Brown (Atlantic). “WHY 
ME” (Eden-Progressive*) is an ef- 
fective mood-rocker that has be- 
come identified with Ruth Brown 
“THIS LITTLE GIRL’S GONE 
ROCKIN’” (Leeds*) rocks in a 


turns. 


PHONE” (Warman?) rings with a 
simple idea and melody that the 
kids find easy to take. “GIMME 
JIMMY” (Hillary*) should help 
popularize the Dimples because 
they show they can build an un- 
usual sound out of ordinary ma- 
terial. 

Peter Kreuder Orch (Palette). 
“BIRDS OF PARADISE” (Zodiac*) 
|flies at a frisky instrumental pace 
{with Peter Kreuder's flashy key- 
board showing the way. “EDEN 
CONCERTO” (Zodiac?) is a bit too 
heavyhanded for pop plays. 

Rowan & Martin (Decca). “ONCE 
;}|UPON A_ HORSE” (Northern*) 
jrides a pleasing novelty lilt and 
‘its, into the spinning market but 





it’s a long shot for any takeoff. 
|*BA-ROOM” (Sherbourne?) tries 
| hard to work into a piece of mate- 








happy manner for strong juke re-| 


The Dimples (Era). “TOY TELE-| 











LAWRENCE WELK 


| Presents the 
Hl LENNON SISTERS and 





LARRY DEAN 
(On Brunswick No. 55075) 
“Have You Ever Been Lonely?” 


Bw “Bubble Gum” 








rial for the comedy team but it 
misses the mark. 

Judy Harriet (Surf). “BORN TOO 
LATE” (‘Evergreen’) is out too 
late to catch the Pony-Tails’ etch- 
ing on ABC-Paramount but it does 
show off Judy Harriet to advan- 
tage. “LA PALOMA” (Lealan?*) 
gets a new lyric treatment but 
|the familiar melody is still the big 
|selling point. 

Dale Wright _ (Fraternity). 
|“PLEASE DON'T DO IT” (Buck- 
leye*) does what the average rock- 
|ers have done before, adding noth- 
jing new to give spinning impetus. | 
“GOODY GOODY GOOD-BYE” | 








|doesn’t mean much. 

The Rock-Its (Spangle). “IF) 
| YOU'VE NEVER BEEN IN LOVE” 
| (Audio Music*) rolls along familiar 
rocking lines with enough vocal | 
and instrumental verve to get it) 
played. “IT’S L-O-V-E” (Audio| 
Music*) spells out a popular idea | 
in an uptempo style that attracts | 
attention. 


* ASCAP 





* BMI. 





| 


Brit. Diskery Pushes | 
Tourism Via EP Platter 


London, Aug.19. | 

The Pye diskery has released an 

EP designed to attract tourists and 
overseas visitors. The cisk is en- 
| titled “This is Britain,” 2nd aims| 
to give, via sound pictures, a view | 
of Britain, with some of tle native 
customs and traditions. 

The record is produced and nar- | 
rated by Mark Johns, a journalist | 
and broadcaster, and includes the 
voice of Britain’s go-ahead Duke | 
of Bedford, acting as guide at his | 
ancestral home, Woburn Abbey. 
Also waxed are edited recordings 
of happenings at Speakers Corner, 
Hyde Park and Petticoat Lane, 
plus a debutantes party. If the 


Album Reviews 


The Former Glenn Miller Sing- | 


ers “Reunion in Hi-Fi” (Coral). The 
Glenn Miller nostalgia on wax 
already has proved its sales pull on 
revival waxings and now Coral gets 
into the running with a “reunion” 
etching. Label has brought to- 
gether Ray Eberle, Tex Beneke, 
Marion Hutton and The Modern- 
aires for another takeoff of the 
Miller familiars. The orch and 
singers stick primarily to Miller 
style but the arrangements and 
tempo have been updated to suit 
modern tastes and it’s done in a 
way that won't offend the Miller 
die-hards. It’s a new taste of Miller 
that the deejays and the customers 
will go for. ; 

Norman Luboff: “Songs of the 
World” (Columbia). Having firmly 
established himself as_ versatile 
chorale leader with “Songs of the 
West” and “Songs of the South,” 
Norman Luboff is now spreading 
out on a global binge with a hand- 
some two-pocket LP covering the 
native chansons of 24 countries. 
It’s a wide range that Laboff is 
covering but with the aid of a well- 
trained voice group and some deft 


English lyric translation by Mari- | 


lyn Keith and Alan Bergman it 
turns out into a highly melodic tour 
with plenty of points of interest 
along the way. 

Vaughn Monroe Orch: “There I 
Sing/Swing It Again” (RCA Vic- 
tor). A Vaughn Monroe memora- 
bilia has plenty of commercial ap- 
peal especially when the package 
includes such of his clickos as 
“There I've Said It Again.” “Bal- 
lerina,” “Riders in the Sky,” 


easy, flavorsome ballad pegged for | (Buckeye*) is fast and frantic but it! “Racing With the Moon” and “Let 


It Snow.” The familiar Monroe 
lung-power will help get this across 
the counters. 

Sammy Davis Jr.: “All the Way 
... And Then Some” (Decca). From 


a swinging and an unconventional | 


opening, this package runs all the 
way to the last number showcasing 
the many facets of Sammy Davis 
Jr.’s versatile vocal moods. He 
takes the rhythm and ballad in 
stride and he gets lots of help from 
the orch accompaniment of Jack 
Pleis, Morty Stevens, Dick Stabile, 


Russ Garcia and Sonny Burke. The | 


repertoire is standard and sock. 
Vernon Duke-Pete Rugulo Orch: 
“Time Remembered” (Mercury). 
Vernon Duke composed an intrigu- 
ing score for Albert Marre’s Broad- 
way production of “Time Remem- 
bered,” which shuttered after a 
3l-week run A longer run 
would have helped the album in the 
selling pull but it still remains 
strong enough to pick up word-of- 
mouth interest and occasional dee- 


tion of the score, Duke is sitting 
in at the keyboard with the Pete 


Rugulo orch and they work to-| 


gether nicely over an asortment of 


waltzes, tangos, polkas, etc., com- | 


posed in a mock, but still delight- 
ful, vein. Tony Travis handles two 
vocals, “Ages Ago,” and “Time 
Remembered” in a pleasant ballad 
manner. 

Harry James Orch: “The New 


| jay programming. In this recrea-| 


like Harry James can segue into an 
easy, Swinging groove and make 
nine originais in this set work for 
dancing and listening delight. He 
' gets topflight assist from a quartet 
of arrangers (J. Hill, Ernie Wilkins, 
Bill Holman and Neal Hefti), but 
the James touch combo through it 
all. The maestro still has that 
trumpet under control and more 
important, he knows haw to make 
slick sidemen work together. 

The First Modern Piano Quartet: 
“A Gallery of Gershwin” (Coral), 
Dick Marx, Eddie Costa, Hank 
Jones and Johnny Costa, the 88-ers 
who make up the First Modern 
Piano Quartet, in tandem with 
Manny Albam’s orch, give George 
Gershwin’s melodies the sort of 
workover that makes this package 
a standout item for the jazz as well 
as the Gershwin shelf. The Quar- 
tet gets lots of keyboard drive into 
an 11-tune Gershwin roundup that 
gives a solid sampling of the com- 
poser’s work and serves as an ex- 
cellent showcasing for the piano 
group. The set will be one of Cor- 
al’s bread-and-butter items. 


Tony Bennett: “Long Ago and 
Far Away” (Columbia). The roman- 
tic ballad mood suits Tony Bennett 
and in this package he makes the 
most of it. In a musical setting 
provided by Frank DeVol’s orch, 
|Bennett’s pipes seem struck by 
| moonlight as he goes through some 
of the lovelier items out of the 
catalogs of Rodgers, Kern, Berlin, 
|Porter and other standard tune- 
smiths. The striking photos on 
both sides of the jacket will help 
the promotion on the retail level. 


Carmen McRae: “Carmen For 
Cool Ones” (Decca). Carmen 
|MeRae and Fred Katz (arranger- 
conductor) have set up an exciting 
musical frame for a flock of ever- 
greens. In instrumental and vocal 
settings that are offbeat, but easy 
to dig, each item takes on a fresn 
dimension that doesn't diminish 
the original melodic line. The 
| package won't be limited to the 
'eool cats once the uninitiated start 
spinning “All The Things You 
| Are,” “I Get A Kick Out Of You,” 
“After I Say I’m Sorry’ and “The 
Night We Called It A Day.” 
| Joe Glover & His Collegians: 
“Flames, Flappers and Flasks” 
| (Epic). Joe Glover has compiled a 
|lot of the repertoire that has be- 
come identified with the “roaring 
Twenties” but he’s not recaptured 
jall of its flavor. He's got some of 
the spirit of the period but not all 
of its wild abandon which is evi- 
dent 
genre. 
. Pete Seeger: “American Favorite 
Ballads” (Folkways). There are few 
| folk singers around with the savvy 
of Pete Seeger. In the second 
volume of his “American Favorite 
| Ballad” series, he shows his stand- 
out style once again on such fae 
miliars as “Oh, Susanna,” “The 
| Riddle Song,” “Shennadoah” aad 
|lots of others, not so well known, 
|} but just as good. A banjo and a 


on previous disks in this 


disk sells, Pye will go ahead with | James” (Capitol). The big band 12-string guitar is all he works 


a series based on the idea. | 





VARIETY 


2. POOR LITTLE FOOL (9) .. 
3. PATRICIA (9) . 
4. LITTLE STAR (3) 
5. FEVER (4) 


7. WHEN (5) 
8. BORN TOO LATE (1) 

9. IF DREAMS CAME TRUE 
10. MY TRUE LOVE (i) .. 


JUST A DREAM 
TEARS ON MY PILLOW 
YAKETY YAK 


sete ee 
ey 
ee ee ee 
ee ee | 


LA PALOMA .. 
DEVOTED TO YOU . 





6. EVERYBODY LOVES A LOVER (4) 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song 


business still has hope when a vet 





“ARTY... Best Sellers on Coin Machines................ 


1. NEL BLU DIPINTO DI BLU 


SUNK: ain keas eahex ight eeucne +.. Domenico Modugno ..... Decca 
TELT ee eT Cer Te seettseceee Ricky Nelson ,........Imperial 
VELVET Tere tee ee cocee o Peret Prado ..ccccceces Vitor 
pet vewaviews pessectduccsovessccs BOGGS .. cacececesscess: APT 
OER ee ETT Tree ey . socscceeee Peggy Lee ........++..-Capitol 

WETrer cr yr sscescceee Doris Day............Columbia 


cee eee ee eee eee 


sett ew ee eeneee 


Kalin Twins 
Ponytails tne ce scenes ABC-Par 
i he LEO Oe Dot 
Jack Scott 


Jimmy Clanton .......... Ace 
| ee, 
Coasters ...., ecccccccess Atco 
Dean Martin ........ ... Capitol 
Bobby Darin .............Atco 
Elvis Presley ............Victor 


Jimmie Rodgers ,.....Roulette 
Billy Vaughn 
Everly Bros. ........ .. Cadence 
Patti Page 


has been in the Top 10] 


Pr ee Sere Decca 


.. Carlton 


To umedewinat Mercury 
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| with and that’s all he needs. 


| Gray Rains Orch: “A Shower of 


Moods” (Jubilee). This package is 
a pleasant potpourri of instrumen- 
ta! and vocals pegged on Gray 
Rains’ flavorsome arrangements. 
The vocals are handled alternately 
by The Rainbows, Phil Gray, Chuck 
Stevens and Marti Barris. The 
jecks will find assorted spinning 
fcdder here. 


Audio Fidelity Disking 
4A Stereo LPs in Brit. 


London, Aug. 26. 

Audio Fidelity, U.S. label, is to 
make 44 stereophonic disks in 
Britain using two of British orches- 
tras conducted by Alfred Wallen- 
stein and Otto Winograd. The plat- 
ters will all be for release in the 
States and later in London. Sidney 
Frey, Audio Fidelity topper, left 
London last week for the U.S. and 
is scheduled to return for the 
recording sessions Sept. 15. 

The sessions will take between 
six and seven weeks to complete. 
The orchestras will be the Royal 
Philharmonic and the London Phil- 
harmonic, Frey has done a contract 
hiring deal with Pye Records for 
the stereo recording equipment and 
engineers. However, his own chief 
engineer, John Bubbers, will be 
coming back with him to supervise 
the sessions. 








Bob Yorke, Coast manager for 
RCA Victor disks, in New York 
this week for confabs with home- 
office execs, 
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Maxin Centralizes MGM-A&R, Sales 
Under Craft to Stop Buck-Passing 





Arnold Maxin, prexy of MGM+¢ 


Records, is breaking down the bar- 
riers between the record makers 
(artists & repertoire) and the rec- 
ord merchandisers (sales). In a 
switch from the operational pro- 
cedure of other major company 
execs. Maxin is putting his a&r 
director Morty Craft in charge of 
coordinating production, sales and 
promotion of pop singles. 

The move is being made, accord- 
ing to Maxin, to do away with the 
usual controversy between “sales,” 
which claims “give us the product 
and we'll sell it” and a&r, ,which 
says, “you have the product, why 
don’t you sell it.” Maxin’s belief 
is that in today’s market the initial 
impact must be made quickly and 
the company’s enthusiasm about a 
particular record can only be con- 
veyed by the man who produced 
the record. 

In the tieup between manufactur- 
ing and merchandising, Maxin has 
set Craft as co-ordinator between, 
a&r single sales and promotion of 
the MGM and Cub lines. Charles 
Hasin, will report to Craft for 
MGM single sales, and Ed Klein- 
baum, a new addition to the MGM 
sales force, will handle the Cub 
output. Gordon Gray will continue 
to do disk jockey promotion for 
both MGM and Cub. 

Irving Jerome, director of sales, 
will apply similar co-ordinating 
methods to the MGM album prod- 
uct as well as the lowprice Lion 
line. He will be assisted by Harold 
Drayson and William Taylor. 





| 








Longhair Irving Fine 
To Mills Cleffer Stable 


Mills Music has tapped longhair 
composer Irving Fine te an exclu- 
sive writer’s pact. Fine has re- 
ceived a Guggenheim Fellowship, 
a Fulbright Research Fellowship 
and a National Institute of Arts 
and Letters Award for his compo- 
sitions. 

Many of his works, 


for contralto and piano; “Fantasia” 
for string trio, and a choral work, 
“McCord's Menagerie,” are now be- 
ing prepared for publication by 
Mills. Fine, chairman of the School 


c* Creative Arts at Brandeis U., is | 


in Europe on a sabbatical, where 
he is completing several commis- 


sioned works. 
| 





GOULD’S ‘ST. LAWRENCE’ 
FOR SEAWAY PREEM 


A new work by Morton Gould, 
“St. Lawrence Suite,” will mark 
the opening of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway on Sept. 5. The work was 
commissioned by the Hydro-Elec- 
tric Power Commission of Ontario 
and the Power Authority of N.Y. 
State. 

The suite will be performed at 
the Seaway by the Canadian Ord- 
nance Corps Band under the baton 
of Gould, an RCA Victor disk 
maestro. 


including | 
“Mutability,” a cycle of six songs | 





British Disk Bestsellers 
London, Aug. 26. 
We wécansae ... Kalin Twins 
(Brunswick) 
All I Do Is Dream Everly Bros. 
(London) 
Return To Me ........ Martin 
(Capitol) 
Hard Headed Woman Presley 
(RCA) 
Endless Sleep ......... Wilde 
(Philips) 
— ee) .Bygraves 
(Decea) 
Big Man ....,....Four Preps 
(Capitol) : 
Rave On ..... rr lf 
(Vogue-Coral) 
Splish Splash .........Drake 
(Parlophone) 
Patricia ....... ee 
| (RCA) 








Disk Vocalists Spark 


On ‘Drum Song, 





Connie Francis’ Voice 


For Jayne Mansfield 
Glasgow, Aug. 26. 

Connie Francis, U. S. chirper 

headlining in vaude here, is set to 


bers for Jayne Mansfield in her 
new pic “Sheriff of Fractured 


land. She will do the stint after 
her current week here. 

Miss Francis is also pacted for a 
Mantovani filmed series for 





Juve Ballroom Terping 


Disk singers are aiding the cause 
of ballrooms. Outfits such as the 
Summer Dance Party, which have 
been on a ballroom tour, have been 
cited in a bulletin by the National 
Ballroom Operators Assn. as being 
a good outfit to start kids out on 
terping. As a result Tim Gale of 
General Artists Corp. is setting up 
a second troupe to include Danny 
& The Juniors, Poni Tails, Gerry 
Granahan and the Buddy Morrow 
Orch. 

“Summer Dance Party” includes 
the Kalin Twins and the Frankie 
Avalon Orch. Bulletin came after 
the outfit played a date at the 
Crystal Beach, Ont., in which the 
|group went into percentages. 





new 
tv, and for a second tv variety 
show. Returning ‘to the U. S. to- 
morrow (Wed.), she will embark on 
promotional tour for her disks, 
linking with deejays in leading 
1U. S. cities. She is accompanied 
|here by her manager, George 


| Scheck, and her mother. 


! 


UNIVERSAL RECORDING 
_ IN ECHELON RESHUFFLE 


Chicago, Aug. 26 

| M. T. (Bill) Putnam has resigned 
|as president of Universal Record- 
| ing Co., and has been succeeded by 
| A. B. Clapper. Mason B. Coppinger 
| was elected v.p., Robert A. Weber 
| as secretary, and Frank Richter Jr., 
| treasurer. 

| Universal was founded in 1946 
by Putnam, Clapper and Weber 
| Putnam, currently on the Coast, 
|remains as a board member and 
' stockholder in the firm. 
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Jaw.” now being lensed !n Eng-, 




































































































































































+ yy o -~jmil~.!] | 
, $ $/.{| 1813 gizis} | 
| |é|_lale i =| 2 12/8). 18/2 )8| | 
-—— VARIETY g] |eiglgl2] lglelsiil ielelsizlelei_| 
,; ; SB S/@i_~ s/h E12) | Blelelalsis is! 
Survey of retail disk best zis Ss | : > csiB gis Sie (Sisielgeiaioiait 
sellers based on reports ob- © s ~@ h sisigliz § $ ie | 4 |A alsiziz2ig/o 
tained from leading stores in : sis g s £ Ei. sic ei 2 ls 5 eplielisialégit 
19 cities and showing com- FIL ISBI SIS (Sle /tiOls 8 2igigis ClSleleia 
parative sales rating for this £/2/0/2 y eleit oi%/ai5 | Ris; =| > | kL 
and last week. }ieisiltite & fis s d gilil =~ ft T sis 
Eee Sia ei Lis lB eligi aleleleigi i i7i9 
erm 2 pleisit iz eiligisizeis|s f sisit 
Rating ~ 5 z 3 E sia eictigisisit i mb) eis|N 
This Last g é =is 2 | 8 ai¢ |3 Sle ai £\5/ 1 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 3 SIBIEIElS (Sig is [SiS l/ElOl[elaleiald's 
DOMENICO MODUGNO (Deccz) 
1 1 Nel Blu Dipinto Di aero 1 1 1 1 1 1  §. 3.2 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 158 
ELEGANTS (Apt) 
2 Ce on a vs 5 RIMES Sain peed eeenes ee ‘ 3 3 eS ¢ &§ 3 -_ | 2 4 04 
PEREZ PRADO (Victor) bi 
3 DD FD oo cons dnb ben awon ensues amare 4 5 Ss 2 ¢ 2 2. 8 2 .... ¢..9: 2.3 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) - 
oe ers =" 6 5 7 2 2 2°23 @ 3 70 
JIMMY CLANTON (Ace) . 
4B 8 #£=«Just a Dream eh aa iitaend eeaiee 10 3 4 S.¢ 7 «£8... 8 5 70 
‘ PEGGY LEE (Capitol 
6 6 Fever a 8 ee eee ee 7... 7 3 9 3 6 3 3.-93. 3% 56 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
7 §$ Everybody Loves a Lover...............- 8 9 4 6 6 9 56 5 7 — 2 55 
RICKY NELSON (imperial) : 
8 3 Poor Little Fool ... ee ee eee 3 2s 8 1 4 10 7 10 52 
JACK SCOTT (Carlton) 
S. -Ob ~ BIOOD, ... 0 sickicceaneseestisaes ses. 7 4 8 tu. 8 2 6.3%. 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 
ae ot Bn Oe. WN, 0 os ok ors ev cnstc cedures 7 83 8 = 1 . a 36 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
ao 0) Re Paro ree 4 2 see eS Pe. . 31 
JOHNNY OTIS (Capitol) 
12 9 Willie & Hand Jive ..................--- a 6 2 ‘ —— 29 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
a a). UO ee ee ree 10 us Bi ses 5 6 25 
DUANE EDDY (Jamie) 
Or ee... ca tdnbaticteYnas s4anwe 8 2 6 ° - 20 
PONYTAILS ‘ABC-Par) 
1B-- DB ‘Week Wl GAMO... .~ 0c cdcccescnvcose ——- ee 6 ° mz = G cs. os. wo 16 
CRICKETS (Mercury) 
a oe) , ann re ee aesess ° ca ° o- 6 15 
COZY COLE (Love) 
17 re POET Pe Oe ee — 2. eae — ‘ 14 
IMPERIALS (End) 
18 i Pr: 4's ssxtakavinee se nena eee, =e os os “—Ts es és a 13 
_ OLYMPICS (Demon) 
19A .. Western Movies ........ bes sadeunessecus SOT aT Cee — ee 9 8 12 
- KALIN TWINS (Decca) 
a rare ceatnd gate s ee a ae ee és ee we foe. os 12 
TOMMY EDWARDS (MGM) 
21A It’s All in the Game......... penbeeeegeas fe fe — ae es GT os ° Tr 6 f we 6 11 
JIMMIE RODGERS (Roulette) 
21B 18 Are You Really Mine....... ee eae oe ae a! Oe ae ee 4 os on. 48 8 11 
BOBBY DAY (Class) 
23A Rockin’ Robin....... SEP eT ee eae ee oo ee oe , O .- oy o 9 9 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) 
23B 19 Splish Splash.......... Te ea eT ee Te Se ae a a es ae 
JO A (Columbia) 
25 20 A Certain Smile......... LE ae ee ae” ee see ee a — ee ee, 


Col Grabs ‘Goldilocks’; See Victor 


Cap on ‘Whoop Up’ 


+ The record companies are now 


squaring off in the competition for 
original cast rights to the. Broad- 
way tuners of the upcoming legit 
season. 

The first catch was made by 
Columbia last week in nabbing 
“Goldilocks,” the Jean“& Walter 
Kerr musical with music by Leroy 
Anderson and lyrics by Jean Kerr 
and Joan Ford. The musical stars 
Barry Sullivan and Elaine Stritch, 
Show is scheduled to open on 
Broadway Oct. 9 and Col prexy 
Goddard Lieberson will put it into 
the groove Oct. 12. 

Next tuner due to preem on 
Broadway after “Goldilocks” is 
Rodgers & Hammerstein's “Flower 
Drum Song.” It’s likely that the 
R&H show will fall into RCA Vic- 
tor's lap. Victor is virtually as- 
sured of the “Drum Song” rights 
because it has Pat Suzuki, one of 
the featured singers in the musical, 
under contract to its subsid Vik 
label. Switching Miss Suzuki te 
the parent company for the orig- 
inal cast set presents no contrac- 
tual problems. It’s also understood 
that R&H are favoring Victor be- 
cause of the hefty promotional cam- 
paign the company laid out on the 
soundtrack set of “South Pacific.” 

Following “Drum Song” to 
Broadway will be the Feuer-Martin 
production, “Whoop Up,’ with a 
score by Morris L Charlop (music) 


| and Norman Gimbel (lyrics). No 
company has been assigned the 
cast package yet but it’s under- 


stood that Capitol is making a big 
pitch for it. Tite score will be pub- 
lished by Frank Music (Frank Loes- 
|ser’s firm), which also publishes 
Meredith Willson’s “Music Man,” 
a Capitol original cast LP. 

“Whoop Up,” incidentally, marks 
the Broadway bow of Chariop and 
Gimbel as a writing team. Both 
have been represented in the pop 
field and Charlop broke the Broad- 
way barriers several years ago in 
collaboration with Carolyn Leigh 
~ songs for Mary Martin's “Peter 

an.” 


Bogus Prado & 
Little Richard 
~ Bands on Coast? 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 

A Latin band being advertised 
as “Perez Prado Orchestra” for 
dates in Central and Northern Cal- 
ifornia has occasioned a protest to 
Music Corp. of America’s Los An- 
geles boss, Bob Wilding, and is 
worrying a number of promoters 
and bookers. 

The band this month has played 
dates in Tulare, Stockton and Mer- 
ced, and last week was booked into 
Oakland, just across the Bay from 
Frisco, then cancelled out. The 
booker has been Mark Anthony, 
the promoter, Jimmy Jones, both 


of Frisco. e 


They have also combined to book 
and promote dates for a group 
which in several instances has been 
advertised as “Little Richard Or- 
chestra” in smaller Central and 
Northern California cities. 

Anthony denies that he has ever 
booked a group which was adver- 
tised as the “Perez Prado Orches- 
tra,” saying, “How could I book 
that? Prado’s just back from 
Spain.” 

As for booking a group adver- 
tised as the “Little Richard Ore 
chestra,”” he said: “Well, there are 
four or five Little Richard Orches- 
tras—guys who played with him at 
one time or another. Little Rich- 
ard's going into the ministry.” 

Bookers and promoters in Frisco, 
Oakland and San Jose, however, 
all claim that Anthony and Jones 
are behind advertising for the 
“Perez Prado Orchestra” and “Lit- 
tle Richard Orchestra.” 

One Frisco promoter phoned 
Wilding to advise him of the use of 
the Prado name, very hot at the 
moment because of the click of 
Prado’s “Patricia,” and reports that 
| Wilding phoned Prado in New 
| York to double-check with him be- 
fore starting action. 

The San Jose promoter said An- 
thony and Jones had offered him 
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(Continued on page 48) 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Dick Sinnott, who's been dubbed “Mr. Know Business of Show Busi- 
ness,” by New England club owners and record distributors, is pro- 
filed in the Aug. 16 issue of Editor & Publisher by Guy Livingston, 
VaRIETY man in Boston. Sinnott, newsman working out of Boston's AP 
bureau, is carried in more. than 40 New England papers. His pieces 
cover “big name” singers, comedians and bandleaders and reviews of 
recordings 

Sinnott, now 30, began his show business career at 16 when he had a 
route of 22 jukeboxes in Greater Boston. He commented, “I'm glad I'm 
not in the jukebox business any more, That rock 'n’ roll would have 
had me in a straitjacket by now.” 





Erroll Garner, Columbia Records’ pianist who recently went under 
the Sol Hurok aegis for his concert bookings, has now moved into the 
William Morris Agency for other representation. Garner was formerly 
booked through the Associated Booking Corp. Garner is kicking off 
his concert tour In Chieago, Oct. 12 at Orchestra Hall. The deal with 
the Morris office was negotiated by Martha Glaser, Garner’s personal 
manager, and Sol Shapiro, head of the agency's international depart- 
ment. 





Loyalty of Lawrence Welk fans is reflected in the sales of his bio, 
“Mister Music Maker, Lawrence Welk.” now in its eighth week on the 
national bestsellers, ranging between No. 8 and No. 13. It rose again 
last week into lith place. Book didn’t receive a good press, being 
frankly an overly afféctionate treatment of the popular bandleader, 
but apparently that’s what his fans want and have responded accord- 
ingly. 





A recently formed publishing company in England under the name 
of the Music Publishers Hojding Co. Ltd. is causing some confusion with 
the Warner Bros, music operation, called the Music Publishers Hold- 
ing Corp. The WB firm has no affiliation whatever with the English 


company and is et present investigating the possibilities of legal Feme- | 


dies in opposing the English firm’s use of the name. 





Buster Davis has been set by Jule Styne to supervise activities of 
latter's Producers’ Music Publishers Co. outfit formed to package tv 
musicals. Davis has been associated with Styne in such Broadway legit- 
ers as “High Button Shoes,” “Top Banana” and “Bells Are Ringing.” 
First on Styne’s tv agenda is the musicalization of James Thurber’s 
“Wonderful O,” by Carolyn Leigh and Cy Coleman. 





Mike Merlin, headwaiter at the Tender Trap, eastside New York 
restaurant, is also a parttime songwriter. One of his tunes, “Fibbin’,” 
has just been released on a Patti Page disk for Mercury Records. 


Sydney Mills’ Disk Co. 


Sydney Mills, who exited the 
Mills Music setup last year for his 
own publishing operation, Diana 
Music, has now set up his own disk 
firm, Diana Records. Mills has 
signed two singers, Sam Hawkins 
and Mike Kelly, for his label. 

Mills, son of Irving Mills, v.p. 
of Mills Music, is now also active 
in personal management, handling 
such artists as Mercer Ellington, 
Helen Carr, Bobby Hamilton and 
Jimmy McPhail. 





Paramount Enterprises, 
Among 1st into Stereo, 
Files for Bankruptcy 


Paramount Enterprises, distrib- 
utor of low-priced LP’s under the 





Hollywood and Hallmark labels, 
| has filed a petition in bankruptcy. 
|A public stock corporation with 


offices in the Bronx and with a 


| book capitalization of $300,000, the 
firm has no relationship to the disk 
enterprises of either Paramount 
Pictures or ABC-Pzramount. 

The Bronx firm was among the 
| first to make a foray into the 
stereo disk market several months 
rt but it’s understood that pro- 
| duction difficulties and a high rate 
|of rejects led to financial difficul- 
ties. The Paramount firm owes only 
a nominal sum to the music pub- 
jlishers in disk royalties since the 
Harry Fox office, the publishers’ 
agent and trustee, didn’t issue 
licenses to the company and hence 
insisted on monthly payments 
under the compulsory licensing 





provision of the Copyright Act. 


Cornell Rejoins Thiele in Switch 
To Dot; Atlantic Repacts Connor 


+ After six years with Coral Records, 
° Don Cornell has switched to the 
Roulette Buys Sides 'Dot label. The shift makes it a 
. reunion with Cornell and Bob 
From F irefly Label | Thiele, former Coral artists & 
Roulette Records picked up two | repertoire topper and now veepee- 
masters last week from the indie) eastern a&r topper for Dot. 
Firefly Records. Disks were made | The Corneil-Dot dealsis a long- 
for Firefly by Bob Fisher and Phil! termer calling for releases in the 
Perry. | singles and pop album field. His 
The platters going to Roulette) first single sessions were cut last 
are “The Crawl” and “Where The! week and will be released early in 
Candlelights Glow” by The Fire-| September. 
flys, and “My Promise To You” and | Atlantic Repacts Connor 
“Bop, Bop, Bop” by Paul Anthony,| Chris Connor, Atlantic's leading 
teenage vocalist. |LP seller, has been inked to a 
new longterm deal. Diskery, in 
US SINGER BILL RAMSEY the past, has been pitching Miss 
. | now pariay its promotion into the 
IN GERMAN DISK BOW 22 pure 
| Atlantic’s activity on the thrush 








Connor in the jazz fieid but will 


Frankfurt, Aug. 19. | will be pegged on two recent 
Young American singer Bill| LP's, “A Jazz Date With Chris 
Ramsey is set to record his first} Connor” and “I Miss You So.” 


Songsiress opened at New York's 
rol” a Heinz Gietz and Curt Feltz} Village Vanguard yesterday 
number, backed on the other side | (Tues.) and is set for a date withe 
with “Yes, Fanny, Ich Tu Das”|the Modern Jazz Quarie: at Chi- 
(Yes, Fanny, I Do That). | cago’s Blue Note in September. 
It's the first platter for Ramsey, Cadence’s Carson 
former AFN producer and Cincin-| Martha Carson has joined the 
nati boy, and the rock ’n’ roller|Cadence contingent. Diskery’s 
sings both sides in German. Piece | Prexy Archie Bleyer plans to etch 
and | Miss Carson in her own material; 


platter for Polydor, “Stroll in Ty- 





is also slated for English . ; 

French translations, and will be| She's written about 100 songs, as 
eventually released by Decca in well as entries by other writers. 
the States. Ramsey is now making Miss Carson has grooved for 


his home in Frankfurt, singing at | several other labels before and has 
military nightclubs and recently | been showcased in niteries, tv and 


went on a jazz concert tour in Po- | radio. 
land. 














RETAIL ALBUM BEST SELLERS 


— Local 47 Votes 
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: Recording Quotas 
7 “ ‘ 
t 2 5 & | § | 2 | Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
x a s : n § a) 2 | oie Membership of Local 47 of the 
~ & = ale 4 Hh 5 | aji/giés American Federation of Musicians | 
—_— PVARIETY g gigi e|.| E E £ # 8le 3 | 4 voied 418 to 327 last week to up- 
Survey of retail album best Bi si_ ola & = als ic is Pe z 16 2 ZIT _ oe Ser ae hy 
sellers based on reports from lead 3 FP sls) BIS lel Slalgia isai¢sisie® =|#|0 pol a at - an ite ae 
ing stores and showing comparetive 3 = £i2/3/8 - | | g | BIE is 3 lz |<] §/Q/sS16 T || stuay committee to vented aaeta 
ratings for this week and last. § 3 sits 4 . or oe ei2e@isliSislisi7T sisal " rules for other industries. Action 
; y sis 2 = iareit’ j = | T ® | = |: | was taken to spread work oppor- 
a | £ 2 ] 1 3 & | i il 7 i |@ lA llgclp | tunities among musicians. 
eicvSinige 'S == IZ | | (Sls < Action, already in effect, marks 
é | S/& § = } | d & |& : | Ossi] 3 J 4 | first time in the history of Local 
National © & 4 E iZ\ié | eici=t is & £| 8)! S| |) 47 that such a quota has been 
ee t 7 sigis < 5 | § | E | = E E | | 4 | E ig = T | established. A basic quota of four 
zeis/|s Sifizis * sia|gi s || recording dates in any week for a 
_wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 3 é Sila 3 Si@/E/ElEI6 Bie SiSis &| 8 | musician now exists. However, if 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) records comprise the : musician's 
1 2 Johnny's Greatest Hits (CL1133).. 1 3 3 1 83 6 5 5 2 7, S:-8. 8.3 5 10 1 126 —_ — = a he 
SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) 7 3 a > * 1 1 6 6 11114/8 maximum of six. Masisians whe 
2 1 Soundtrack (Loc 1932)............ .. 4 - | have reached their quotas in other 
VAN CLIBURN (Victor) 3 90 | fields will be allowed to make two 
3 3. Techaikowsky Concerto (LM 2250).. 3 2 8 .. 8 4 2 oe 7 2 1 .. se. | record sessions per quota week. 
GiGi (MGM) Meeting was called by petition 
4 4 Soundtrack ‘E 3641).............. 3 .. __ ££ 2 .§ 3 6 9 =. 85 } | to reconsider the July 28 action in 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) + — 7 ees quotas were first 
5 6 Sing Along With Mitch (CL 1160).. .. 1 .. 2.2 -& 6 Se 3 2 2 80 J | adopter 
MUSIC MAN (Capitol) : ——__—— 
6 5 Original Cast (WAO 990)......... “= a ees 8 5 6 5 1 8 2 4 78 Sweden An Exact Mirror 
PAT BOONE (Dot) 
7 17 Stardust (DLP 3118).............. Te 63 7 4 4 4 3 8 64 | Of U.S. Market, Sales Rock 
SOUTH PACIFIC (Columbia) | . 
8 8 Original Cast (B 2579-80).......... eB ome ee | 4 Oe sa ME et ne ss Upwards Via EP Accent 
SHEARING-STATON (Capitol) T disk ay ti . 
9 wt i et eee CE WOON) occ cdc cc cn oe Ses Ss F 5 —_ 8 6 29 | a4. . A 2... se the Uae 
MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) on the artist and material level, 
10 9 Original Cast (CL 5090)........... .. as Os 8 ‘ 10 7 3 .. .. 8...» 331i sls Borie Eibenn eunect aumnaned 
KING AND I (Capitol) |of Metronome Records on a New 
32 «620 | Girne: (WH TED)... ccc rece oe a wae Loe ae | tom -= last ae. os 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) | ecinted sai th oe 
12 11 Cole Espanol (W 1031)............ 6 = 1 4 22 — Sa ss “7A ~ 0 
LESTER LANIN (Epic) 5 «se 21 || and the clicko artists were cab oo 
13A 21 Goes to College (LN 3474)........ .. Dane i 1 Il Pat Boone, Elvis Presley, Paul 
MANTOVANI (London) | Anka, and Danny & The’ Juniors. 
13B 12 Gems Forever (LL 3032).......... .. ee 96 90 0 8 7 2 6 21}\ “Like the U.S.” he added, 
JONAH JONES (Capitol) “Sweden is a rock 'n’ roll country.” 
15 10 Swinging on Broadway (T 963).... 9 .. .. .. 7 1 7 . 20 Even with the r’n’'r inroads, the 
RAY CONIFF (Columbia) — a has been on a healthy 
16 15 °’S’Awful Nice (CL 1137).......... ee a 3 5 10 9 19 }| upbeat during the past few years. 
| Ekberg noted that 7,800,000 units 
ie a (Columbia) » 3 10 18)| Were sold in 1957 as compared with 
RETR RERS EEE LE MES. a te Le ~ || 7,000,000 units in '56 and 6,000,- 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) | 900 units in ‘55. It's primarily an 
18A 13 Golden Records (LPM 1707)....... os; 7 9 9 16 |EP market, he pointed out, with 
OKLAHOMA (Capitol) the EP’s accounting for about 60% 
| Vp. =a ERR er 8 ee , 8 ed 8 5 7 16 af Re wede bs. sal 
RICKY NELSON (Imperial) Prong ter nge hy Ry a Pcamgpen. 
20A 14 Ricky Nelson (IMP 9048).......... .. — 7 ° 8 7 14 || is in the hands of 800 dealers and 
GLEN GRAY to a'2,000.000 seller. in the U.S. 
20B 24 Sounds of Great Bands (W 1022).. .. .. ee ee 6 3 10 14 The Swedish disk industry awards 
LOUIS PRIMA (Capitol) 2 || 2, gold disk for a 100,000-seller, 
22. ~~... ~~ Las Vegas Prima Style (T 1010)... .._.._.. ,. 8... 2 -. 1 There have only been six such 
AROUND THE WORLD (Decca) platters in Sweden in the past nine 
23A 17 Soundtrack (DC 9046)............ .. 56 20 3 ee 9 10 — : : 
KIRBY STONE FOUR (Columbia) rg, who was house-guesting 
23B Baubles Bangles and Beads. ....... a 5 7 10 =—_ — ae ‘ —— a= 
25 ote — . 9 gf) Stay, returned to his Swedish base 
< ‘ s  APPPereeere o* ** ee | last week. 
ie 
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Randall's Jazz Fest Ain't Learnin’; 
Lotsa Turnaways But No Showmanship 


By LEN LEVINSON > 








| VARIETY Scoreboard 


Third N. Y. Jazz Festival at New 
York's Randall's Island Friday and 
Saturday (22-23), with fine weather 
and exploitation breaks, topped 
first two verses moneywise, turn- 
ing them away Saturday, but drew 
a ding on showmanship and musi- 
cal progression. Promoters either 
haven't learned from previous mis- 
takes or didn’t implement acquired 


know-how into action. A thousand | 


| nice try was the N. Y. Jazz Festival 
Orchestra (18), scored and directed 


open numbers with some polished 
adlibbing. A better than usual 
grouping for occasions like this, 
‘but band economics being what 
they are, doubtful that it can go 
any place from here. 

Only rarely did combos or audi- 
ence catch fire, although none of 
the cardholders did any easy-rid- 
ing on their reps. To be expected, 
the Basie band was the peak, but 





by Ernie Wilkins, featuring quite | 


=== 
i 





Coin. Machines 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 











Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 

















NOTE: 








The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 


nights have passed —— the war pulled no surprises: Shorty Rogers 
er, yet sound and lighting weren't | and Bud Shank came east for two 
adequate, especially for the $2.50 | numbers. Shorty is getting a mel- 
visitors, a quarter-mile from the! jow, big tone out of his flugelhorn 


stand | and angling his output away from 
Staging was poor and stage waits the cerebral into more melodic 
added a good 40 minutes te pro-| emotion. Shank again demon- 


grams which broke at 1 and 2 a.m. 
Routining and talent booking) fiute on the same spheroid with 
ranged from ordinary, Friday | him. Dave Brubeck and Pau! Gil- 
nicht. to wretched the next eve-| bert, George Shearing the Hurace 
fling when a parley of progressive | Silver and Chico Hamilton fives 
limb-climbers ran from the Jazz | and Sonny Rollins served the mix- 
Messengers straight through Thel-| ture as before and Chet Baker 
onius Monk, the Modern Jazz} threw in vocals which were good 
Quartet, Jimmy Guiffre & Bob/| trumpeter-singing, but nothing to 
Brookmeyer, to Miles Davis. Fig-| make Elvis Presley desert. 
ure a half-hour apiece and who can Museum jazz was presented by 
get back into the park when it’s! Max Kaminsky, Peewee Russell, 
over? Jimmy McPartland and Bud Free- 
Friday night, Max Roach, with a| man with a group for each night 
new five, spoiled an otherwise ster- | Twilight warmups were offered by 
ling appearance by hogging the | two combos specializing in repro- 
stage for 45 minutes when 20 of} duction of the antique. They were 
his best would have served better.| Eli's Chosen Sons, from guess 
He did one new number, and there | where, and Russ Bowman's Finger 
were probably four more fresh| Lake Five, from B. B. D. & O. 
pieces out of the 120 or so played.| Promoters could have taken 
Unfortunately, there was no pro-| much-needed lesson from Newport 
gram information available for the} on canny crowd-control, press fa- 
ress, typical of arrangements or cilities, plus setting tone of deco- 
ack of. rum and keeping it under thumb. 
Another lack was vocals. Chris| Worst performance of the fest was 
Connor scored opening night and | by N. Y. Police, who couldn't have 
per usual Joe Williams with Basie,| cared less. Choked aisles, uncon- 
and the Dave Lambert Singers (3) | trolled photographing by Brownie- 
were effective. Saturday the sole| bearers and usurped expensive 
vocalist, Anita O’Day, came on| seats were the order of the nights. 
after midnight to fine reaction. An Randall's Island is a phenome- 
Ella or a Sarah or a Dinah was non in a tight market. The budget 
missing. Otherwise it was the al-| goes down, the presentation deteri- 
most unchanged blowing of yester-/| orates, but a good sell and perfect 
year, so how unprogressive can you | weather—or—something—gave the 
get? free-form finger-exercisers their 
Sole enterprising attempt and a) greatest grosses. 


OF THE 
WEEK 


| Strates that no one can swing a 




















Bogus Prado 


=a—_eee COntinued from page 45 


the “Prado Orchestra” but that he 


“didn’t like the sound of the deal” 
| and turned it down. 
p [ C i | At Tulare, '. the southern sec- 
y MAN tion of California’s great Central 


The 











| Valley, the “Perez Prado Orches- 


|somewhere between 409 and 800 


persons at $2 a head. Draws in the 
T R | 0 jother valley towns were com- 
| parable. 


| There was no explanation of sud- 
|den cancellation of the Oakland 
|date, but one promoter felt that 
|MCA’s alert to Prado might have 


CHICKY 


;gotten Prado’s—and MCA’s—law- 
|yers busy. 
| There were reports that in at 


K 12698 


MG 


jleast one valley town customers de- 
manded their money back, unsuc- 
cessfully, when they discovered the 
Latin band was not Prado’s. 
What particularly irks rival 
bookers and promoters is that this 
type of operation makes it doubly 
hard for them to sell the real thing. 
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THE GAYLORDS 


And The Little Shoemakers 


Now 
THE HOLIDAY HOUSE, Reno 


Current MERCURY RECORD HIT 
Ma, Ma, Ma, Marie 


ASSOCIATED ROOKING CORPGRATION—— 


4O& GLASER, Pres. 
745 Fifth Ave. 203 N. Wabash Ave 407 Lincoln Ru. 
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8619 Sunset Bivd. 


New York 22, N.Y. Chicage, Ill. Miami Beach, Fla. H’wood 46, Calif. 
Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone: 
Plaza 9-4600 CEntral 6-9451 JEfterson 8-0383 OLympie 2-9940 
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arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


POSITIONS TALENT 

This Last 

Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 

1 i DOMENICO MODUGNO (Decca).......... Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu* 

2 2 PEREZ PRADO (Victor) ,.....-.+++++++++ Patricia? 

3 5 ELEGANTS (Apt) .......sesceeseececeees Little Start 

4 3 RICKY NELSON (Imperial) ................ Poor Little Foolt 

5 6  EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) nsesceecsesosootevoted Fe out 

6 7 PEGGY LEE (Capitol) .......c.0--eecccece Fevery 

7 9 JIMMY CLANTON (Ace) ,...............- Just A Dreamft 

8 4 DORIS DAY (Columbia) .........+.+++.+-. Everybody Loves A Lover* 

9 JACK SCOTT (Carlton) ..............+.++. My True Lovet 

10 8 KALIN TWINS (Decca) .....+-++++eeeee+++ When* 

FOsITIONs TUNES 

Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 1 *NEL BLU DIPINTO DI BLU (VOLARE) .............. seeeees Robbins 

2 2 +PATRICIA ee eee eee aud Gos & wha ea waied eae Soo bevenses SORE 2am 

3 DS BE IES hile dc tinsdeccdcebodedcdohessscee chine bieen Erie 

4 4 *EVERYBODY LOVES A LOVER .................. ccsssscccee Rorwin 

5 7 Foe) oS a ee Peer phuceth dwadesesn sds A yee ee Keel 

6 GC FRRW EEE once 0608 Ged cece © cecsdeboescectoeds cnse Jecvasecdeccses MD 

7 5 *IF DREAMS CAME TRUE .......cccccccs corceccees sanéaceses. een 

8 Ke FREE THe BAG icc cndc dees coccccccccccccewerscccce ccccccee Seer Int. 

9 9  FIUST A DREAM occommccccecccccccccccccccccscces pebeebatedenens Ace 
fF 10 10 FBIRD DOG, .....cccccccscesicsccccccrccccccccceeeces sevece A-Rose 
|] * ASCAP + BMI 








C&W No Click 
| At French Lick 


|tra” was reported to have drawn 


Louisville, Aug. 26. 

Country music, as a program fea- 
ture of the annual festivals held in 
|French Lick, Ind., may get the 
| brushoff, after what was described 
as a modest attendance Friday (22). 
According to Al Banks, festival di- 
rector, promoters are now aware of 
what the patrons want, and the an- 
swer is jazz and classical music. 
Less than 1,000 turned out for the 
shows at the French Lick Shera- 
ton Hotel amphitheatre. With tem- 
peratures in the low 60s, most of 
the customers wore sweaters and 
coats. 

Friday's talent included Ernest 
Tubb, Wilburn Bros., Skeets Yan- 
cey, Louisville’s Red Kirk, and the 
squaredancing Susie-Q’s. Satur- 
day's country music performers in- 
cluded Randy Atcher & His Red 
River Ramblers, Sharpe Twins & 
Judy Marshall, Ray Price & His 
Cherokee Cowboys, Wilma Lee & 
Stoney Cooper, and the Clinch 
Mountain Clan. Many of the Sa- 
turday night performers appeared 
Sunday with Hank Snow, Don Gib- 
son and others. 

Saturday’s attendance wag an- 
nounced officially as 800, an indi- 


| Indiana area are not so sold on 
country music. 


Retitled Mixed-Up Kids 


Denver, Aug. 26. 
| The Mixed-Up Kids, a rock 'n’ 
| Toll combo playing Denver's Roxy, 
have been signed by Jolt Records. 
First plater, ‘Fatty Patty,” on sale 
here this week. 

They've been re-billed on the 
label as The Screamers, 





cation that people in the Kentucky-. 





Arc Music Sues on Claim 
‘Billy’s Blues’ Was Lifted 
From ‘Love Is Strange’ 


“Love Is Strange,” the Mickey 
& Sylvia click on Vik Records sev- 
eral years back, was allegedly 
lifted from from “Billy’s Blues,” 
according to a sult filed in N.Y. 
Federal Court last week. 

The action, brought by Arc Music 





against Bobbi Lee and Joseph Rob- 
inson (doing business as Ben-| 
Ghazi Enterprises), RCA Victor | 
(parent company of Vik), Consoli- | 
dated Music, Mickey Baker and 
Ethel Smith, seeks $50,000 dam- | 
ages plus accounting and damages | 
sustained from the alleged in- 
fringement of the tune, “Billy's 
Blues,” by “Love Is Strange.” 
According to the complaint, in 
June, 1955, “Billy’s Blues,” written 
by Billy Stewart and Joe Williams, | 
was assigned to the plaintiff who 
copyrighted it in 1956. The com- 
plaint charges that after '56 the de- 
fendants infringed by publishing, 
recording and distributing “Love 
Is Strange,” composed by Baker 
and Smith, which contains portions 
of “Billy’s Blues.” 
i 











LATEST RELEASE 


You're Looking 
at Me 


JOHNNY 
NASH 


9942 





a ne 
A Solid. Hit! 


JUST 
FRIENDS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 














“A leading jazz exponent." 


Manageme: 
&. LOSBL, JU 46-6900 





PAUL KNOPF’S NEW JASS TRIO 


“A trio with something fresh and very often exciting to 
say ... musical value top drawer.” 


Currently, DUPLEX, New York 
Recently Completed 10 Weeks, COMPLEX, New York 
August 31—THE EMBERS, New York 


DOWNBEAT 
NEW YORK MIRROR 


Press Representative: 
. J. BRADT 
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THE AMES BROS’ 
“Ng 6 p 


WILL BE 
O14!!! 
_ Bade a 


NO ONE BUT YOU 
Se PUSSY > | ee 


Watch for these NBC-TV si:ows, in color and black and white: THE BOB CROSBY SHOW, THE 
INVESTIGATOR, TIC TAC DOUGH, and THE PRICE IS RIGHT. They’re all sponsored by... 


@) Tmuis) ® ' RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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New York 


Tyree Glenn's Quartet 
Charlie Shaver’s all-star quintet 
filling the podium at the Round- 
table Maynard Ferguson's 
band at Birdland for another week. 
... The Four Voices began a week 
at the Town House, ex Pittsburgh, 
Monday (25)... Lou Carter, sing- 
ing cab driver, set for a string of 
dates in the midwest this fall... 
Joe Fuller, recently discharged 
from the U.S. Air Force, pacted 
to the indie Hi Records, based in 
Memphis. 

“B.uebell” and “It Seems Like 
Only Yesterday,” tunes cut by 
Mitch Miller on the Columbia 
label, have been assigned to Frank 
Music from its subsid firm, Em- 
press Music ... Enzo Stuarti into 
Blinstrub’s, Boston, for one week 
starting Sept. 15... Jaye P. Mor- 
gan & Bros., set for a guestint on 
Ed Sullivan’s CBS-TV show Sept. 
14 : Four Aces, begin a one- 
week date at Wedgewood City Vil- 
lage, Oklahoma City, Sunday (31) 
... The Rhythmettes due in New 
York Sept. 5 for a recording ses- 
sion with Brunswick. 

Lee Magid, manager of Al Hib- 
bler, Della Reese, etc., off on a 
European junket .. . Jaybird Dis- 
tributors, Hollywood, and Lesco 
Distributors, Philly, will handle 
the Palladium line . .. The Four 
Voices into the Town House, Pitts- 
burgh, for one week beginning 
Aug. 25... Jackie Paris set for 
“Upbeat Jazz” on CBS Aug 30... 
Gloria Pincus, daughter of music 
publisher George Pincus, married 
to Maurice Tannenbaum, Harvard 
med student, Aug. 17... Mills Mu- 
sic acquired “Articulation and Ac- 
tivity Songs” by John A. Harvey 
from W. Paxton & Co. Ltd. 

Archie Bleyer, Cadence Records 
prexy, recording in Nashville this 
week .. Jack Lazare, WNEW 
deejay, will emcee the jazz festival 
at Randalls Island Aug. 22-3...A 
daughter to the Mike Colliers, he’s 
national promotion manager at 
London Records, June’ 28 Pie 
Cadence Records putting its year- 
old Anita Carter slicing of “Blue 
Doll” on re-release because of 


and! of 





RCA Victor's current Jim Reeves’ 
etching of “Blue Boy.” It’s the 
Same tune. | 

Jack Magraw handling New York | 
promotion for London, Felsted and | 








Fall Season Entries 
Of R&R Masters 
Produced and 
Written by 


PAT BALLARD 


TRUE-FRIENDSHIP 
WALTZ 
b/w 
GIRL OF THETA 
DELTA Chi 


(Melrose Music) 
(Beekman Records) 


LITTLE WILLIE 


b/w 


MAN IT’S HOT! 
(Beekman Records) 


SPOOKS 
THE COWBOY 


b/w 





(Felsted Records) 


AT THE BAZARRA 
b/w 


BONEY JOANIE 
(Felsted Records) 


MR. LUCKY STAR 


b/w 


WONDERFUL LOVE 


(Melrose Music) 


COME BACK MAUDE 








Suite 900, 1650 B'way 





hy " ge eece ae issuing an 
en i, evo to the music | 


Lara, “The Irving) 


A 
Berlin of Latin America.” 


Hollywood 

Tony Bennett will sing title song 
over credits of Metro’s “Party | 
Ga ..éa Komack inked 
with Chess Records, Chicago, te) 
cut single of his own tunes, “Over | 
and Under” and “Tell Me That You | 
Love Me” .. . Julie London joins | 
Liberty Records on new three-year | 
SOG «+s en Faye now exclu- | 
sive with Imeprial Records, sked- | 
ded to wax th albums and sin- 
gles ... Hal Hooner signed record- 
ing contract with Magnet label, . . 
Success Records engaged British 
fashion designer George Grenville 
to supervise clothes worn by artists 
on album covers . .. Margie Rey- 
burn cut a Ross Bagdasarian tune 
with arrangements by Jack (Fever) 
Marshall for Liberty Records .. . 
Rip Records will release Ronny 
Mann’s first recording for label this 
week, “Foolish Dreams” b/w “Last 
Night.” 

Arranger-conductor Jack Mar- 
shall set by Capitol to compose an 
album session for singer Sue Raney 
. .. Howard Keel and Gogi Grant 
will team up for a new RCA Victor 
LP tagged “Showboat” Pat 
Boone will cut a new Dot album 
with his tv musical director Mort 
Lindsey. LP will be called “Yes | 
Indeed.” 

Artie Wayne signed to a three- 
year disk pact by Epic . . . Dan 
Duryea will narrate a HiFi Recerds 
album titled “Music for Resltess 
Babysitters” . . . The Hi-Lo’s will 
record a title tune for the Malvin 
Wald UA production, “Seven Is 
For Sinners.” | 


Chicago 

Gaylords tapped for the Rancho 
Deon Carlos in Winnipeg, Oct, 13. 
. . . Dale Foster foursome to the 
Evansville Embers for three rounds 
Sept. 8... Marian  McPartland | 
combo returns to Chi London Sept. 
i0 . . . Hal Munro orch works the 
LeRoy ‘Ill.) Fall Festival Sept. 6. 
... Jackie Burns, the pianist-comic, 
opens at the Evergreens, Dundee 
(ili.), Sept. 12 for five weeks. . 
Nonchalants current at Duluth’s 
Flame Restaurant ... Virgil Mason 
orch with thrush Lynn Hart open 
a four-weeker at Brown's Subur- 
ban Hotel, Louisville, Sept. 8. . 
8%er Ahmad Jamal current at the 
Peacock, St. Louis. 


London 


Songstress Petula Clark in line 
‘or a three-week stint at the Al- 
hambra Theatre, Paris, m mid- 
November. She'll be apvearing in 
the Henri Salvador Show... 
Drummer Ray Cooper is quitting 
the Joe Loss orch. No replacement 
has yet been named .. . Vie Da- 
mone, Connie Francis, Leoni Page, 


|Richard Lewis and John Hanson 


have been named among artists 
who'll be appearing in guest spots 
in the ABC-TV Mantévani vidpix 
series. 


San Francisco 
Kid Ory opens his “On the 
Levee” Friday (29) . . . Patachou 


follows Tony Bennett into the Fair- 
mont’s Venetian Room . Don 
Cherry booked into Fack’s II, to be 
followed by June Christy ... Joe 
Valino returned to the Pianobat 

Jeannie Johnson into the lowercase 
hungry i... Mahalia Jackson 
booked for a concert in Frisco this 
fall .. . New Chuck Travis group 
playing at the El Dorado in Valles 
Fair ... Louis Armstrong A}|-Stars 


follow Turk Murphy band into 
Easy Street Sept. 5. 
Philadelphia | 


Dick Wharton has revived the 
name of his former boss Jan Sav- 
itt’s band. It’s now Dick Wharton's 
Tophatters, at Wagner's Ballroom 
... Don Rudman, former drummer 
with the Bill Haley combo, con- 
valescing at home after surgery... 
Saxophonist Charlie Ventura will 
be out of action at least four weeks, | 
recuping from five broken ribs sus- | 
tained in a fall on the stage of Las 
Vegas’ Sans Souci... Chirper | 
Joan Harrison, formerly featured 
with the Ted Forrest Trio, has re- 
turned to Big Bill's after three 
years in Miami. . . Johnny Mathis 
set for quick return to the Latin) 
Casino, Oct. 20-Nov. 1. Singer was | 
standout click there in Spring .. .| 
Jay Jerome signed for third 
straight year to play the “Miss) 
America Coronation Ball,” at the! 
Claridge, Atlantic City. 

The Latin Casino moves skedded | 
opening up a week.td Sept. 24, to} 


snag Domenice Modugno for six-}State,Dept., but his overseas pop- | 


day booking... Steve Lawrence & 


}ment in 


iBruno 
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Eydie Gorme inked into spot Nov. 


| 3-8. Couple also slated at Philmont 


Country Club’s Derby Ball Sept. 6 
. . Jay Jerome pacted for third 
straight year to work the “Miss 
America” Coronation Ball at the 
Claridge, Atlantic City . .. Paul 
Judge orch inte Sunnybrook Aug. 
30. 





Pittsburgh 
Ed Bartell, ex-band singer, later 


deejay and more recently night 
manager for Danny's, a downtown 
eatery, is now selling time for 


Station WMCK in McKeesport... 


Wally Gingers band went into 
Roseland in New York for two 
weeks and is being held four, 


through Sept. 2... Al Marsico band 
returns to New Arena when it re- 
opers Sept. 12 after a seven-week 
shutdown . George Liberace 
packaged inked by Twin Coaches 
for 10 days beginning Sept. 19. 











Tooter Unions 


Satch complied with 
Armstrong’s foreign following was 
underscored when he came out 
among the top group in offshore 
votings on top Yank names at the 
American pavilion in Brussels this 
| year. 

| Armstrong will co-star with Dan- 
iny Kaye in “The Red Nichols 
Story” and do a part in Sam Gold- 
wyn’s “Porgy and Bess” before 
starting his Eastern Hemisphere 
trek. Besides his orch, Armstrong 
will be occomped by his wife, Lu- 
cille Armstrong; agent Glaser, a 
doctor, valet, road manager and 
his foreign tour representative, 
Erme Anderson. 

The Armstrong prices and dates 
again point up the international 
pull, and commercial and cultural 
importance, of jazz. In fact, he has 
two weeks of arena dates in West 
Germany under the aegis of a 
|well-known longhair impresario, 
Madame Gunderlag. 


privately. 
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Survey of retail sheet music = a 2/32 siz 2 | - | 

best sellers based on reports a a 4 3 ~|3i3s 3 |S | 
obtained from leading stores in sie Slee Siz l2ig18)2| T 
12 cities and showing com B/SiS/2/S/e/8i 8] 3ic| slo 
parative sales rating for this ._|5 a - 4 & 5 FEigisigizig 
and last week. OL isis liFisieis sl fialAia 
* ASCAP t BMI = 2 viai?iS s =| & i iSiL 
ils | 2 : : 2 i $ : 3/S/ Pp 
National ' $ [la 3 I gi 2121/slz e1Vi\¢ 
Hey Slelsigisizieisiel8/ ei lia 
This Last pislsitisialisieigi<iaisin 
wk, wk. Title and Publisher eo sis gis lSiBleialgsisisi Tt 
? ml Zim |MIMIOISISISO(¥/3/ai $s) s 
11 __ Volare (Robbins).............. 1 116 1 2 1 1 1 7 8. 
2 2 ___+Patricia (Peer Int.)........... aE Be eo! ore as 2 2 3 «8 
“3___3___*If Dr’ms Came True (Korwin) 3 e464 5 2 3 8 573 
4 5 __*Evy’b-dy L’ves L’ver (Korwin) 5 res: 2 eS = et 157 
5 _8 _*Left Right Your Heart (S-B).. 6 ae ES ee 2 4 44 
“6 4 Poor Little Fool (Eric)......... 4... 8 4 9 5... 38 242 
“1 _1_*A Certain Smite (Mille... <2? ~=3 =. SCS 
8 6 ‘Enchanted Island (Korwin)...... 8 8 5 2 5 3.7 10 40 
9 +My True Love (S-Peer Int.) 1 —« 4 23 
i0 *Young, Warm & W’derful (Frank) 2 -% 1 ' 9 20 
11 ___*Rebel Rouser (Gregmark)....... .. .. . 5 10 6 9 9 8 19 
1 9 “Return to Me (Southern) ace EP _ ... 6 oe 
13A_ 11 _+Fever (Lois) 7 7 10 13 
ie 7 8 13 
15 A *Secretly (Planetary) g 10 4 10 

{suggesting engagements which the —== 
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906,000 higher than in June 1957. 
The popularity of 78s is on the 





| wane as is illustrated by the fact 
| that in June last year their sales 


amounted to 2,778,000, while a 
year later the figure returned was 
1,818,000. 

Although the BoT began keeping 
a check on disk sales as late as 
1955, it has published the total 
sales value of disks in this country 
since 1949. The statistics give a 
clear indication of the way the 
industry has climbed to its peak. 
In 1949, the total value, excluding 


sales tax, was $8,826,000; ‘50, 
$10,063,000; °51, $12,522,000; °52, 
$12,334,000; °53, $15,266 900; ‘54, 
$20,398,000; °55, $25,589,000; '56, 
$31,228,000; and °57, $39,458,000. 





Les Elgart orch booked for a 
one-nighter at the Municipal Audi- 
torium, San Antonio, Aug. 30. 
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the making of recorded 
music except for specific purposes 
that is, a final product used by a 
consumer or commercial user). 

4) In the case of films, each 
union shall try to get a pact which 
provides that no soundtrack shall 
be made for a film the major por- 
tion of which was filmed outside 
the country in which the scoring 
takes place. 

5! Mutual exchange of forms of 
labor contracts 

6) Information exchange on de- 
elopments in the making of re- 


|corded music 


Countries represented at the 
conference included the,U. 8. and 
Canada (AFM), Spain, Italy, 
France, Austria, Germany, Switz- 


erland, Great Britain, Sweden, 
Denmark and Norway. A _ half 
dozen other unions from various 
countries were also expected, but 
could not attend. These will be 
contacted for signing the agree- 


ment via the International Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 














Satchmo 
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and Denmark, and‘ then Greece, 


Turkey, Israel, Tunis, Algeria and | 


Morocco, and then hit Europe to 
finish up. Glaser made it clear he 
would refuse any Near East dates 
if they stipulated that they would 
not accept Armstrong if he played 
Israel. Israel will definitely be 


reached, even if the whole Arab! 


section has 
Glaser. 

Also pending fs an Iron Curtain 
country tour of Russia, Czechosla- 
vakia, Hungary, Bulgaria and Po- 
land, to be probably handled by 
French booker and Olympia owner 
Coquatrix. Strangely 
enough, Coquatrix has no plans for 
Armstrong in Paris as yet. 

This will be Armstrong’s 11th 
visit to Europe since he hit the 
international trail 28 years ago. He 
has never bean subsidized by, the 


to be sacrificed, sez 


ularity had the U.S. Government 


Soundtrack Yen 


Continued from page 33 See 








“Damn Yankees’ since it already} 


has the Br@adway version of the 


Richard Adler-Jerry Ross tuner in! 


its catalog. 
kees” negotiation, however, is the 
emergence of the new 
Bros. disk label which may auté- 
matically put WB pic properties 
into WB grooves. Upcoming film- 
ization of “Porgy and Bess” by 
Samuel Goldwyn also has Colum- 
bia and Decca on its toes. Decca 
has an excerpted LP of Gershwin 
musical with Todd Duncan but Col 
is in there pitching because of the 
success it's had with its deluxe re- 
make .of *‘Porgy.” 

Diskeries with original 
packages in their hoppers have a 
lot of angling in store for them 
because of the flock of tuners that 
have been picked up by pic com- 
, panies. Victor, for example, is 
eyeing Jack Cummings’ “Paint 
Your Wagon” and WB's “Fanny” 
| because it has both orginal cast 
sets. And for the same reason 
Columbia is looking to Metro's 
“Bells Are Ringing ana Seven 
Arts’ “West Side Story.” Capitol, 
too, is canvassing the soundtrack 
potential of 20th’s “Can-Can” and 
Columbia’s “Plain and Fancy.” 

The original cast set-soundtrack 


Barrier in the “Yan-| 


Warner | 








From the Paramount Picture 


“HOUSEBOAT” 
Starring CARY GRANT. and 
SOPHIA LOREN 


@ 2 creat soncs @ 


By Jay Livingston and Ray Evons 


LOVE SONG FROM 
“HOUSEBOAT” 


(ALMOST IN YOUR 


BING! BANG! BONG! 


ARMS) 


mPARAMOUNT MUSIC’ CORPORATION 


' 
cast 


rivalry has been evident in the past | 


with such as “Annie Get Your 
Gun” (Decca has the original cast 
set and MGM the track), “Briga- 
| doon” (Victor had the original cast 
| set and MGM the track), “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” (Columbia 
| had the cast set and MGM the 
| track) and “Silk Stockings” (Victor 
had the cast set and MGM the 
track). The MGM diskery had a 
| Virtual stranglehold on pic track 
properties up until a few years ago 
so the rivalry wasn’t as strong or 
| as wide open as it is now. Also 
j the package goods market hadn't 
taken hold on the consumer's buy- 
! ing habits, the way it has today, 
It's-a big business today and the 
diskers want that legit-pic parlay. 

















Exciting New Renditions of — 
® STRAIGHTEN UP 


and 
FLY RIGHT 
De John Sisters 
— Sunbeam — 
®ALL MY LOVE 
Caterina Valente 


— Decca — 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 




















: THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA 
° DIMITRI TIOMKIN COLUMBIA 
:  BAISEZ-MO! (KISS ME) 
¢ TEDDY KING VICTOR 
¢ AT'S ALLIN THE GAME 
i PUBLISHERS 


MGM 
Mh U Si Cc 


HOLDING CORPORATION 
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Salesmanship Vs, Showmanship, Or 


Banquets Vs. 


Names for Niteries 





The increasingly heavy concen- 
tration on pre-selling in niteries 
for convention and banquet busi- 
ness may this season evolve itself 
into a test of sales staffs vs. names. 

One of the focal points is likely 
to be Ben Maksik’s Town & Coun- 
try Club, Brooklyn, currently in the 
throes of a reorganization plan un- 
der Chapter XI of the Federal 
Bankruptcy Laws. Because it is 
under jurisdiction of the Federal 
Court, its budget drastically cur- 
tailed to a reported $3,500 weekly, 
its main reliance will have to be 
on mass bookings via banquet busi- 
ness. 

As a result, Maksik will have to 
go all out in booking parties with 
no names behind him to back up 
his efforts. In its stead, there will 
have to be other lures such as food, 
price and convenience. Whether 
this can overcome the lure of head- 
liners is speculative. The spot, seat- 
ing 1,750, is a tough proposition to 
fill without such help and it re- 
mains to be seen whether a hustling 
sales organization can do it. If this 
works out, other spots may study 


the situation more closely in re- | 


ESE’s Godfrey, Etc. 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 26. 

The Eastern States Horse Show, 
featuring Arthur Godfrey and his | 
palomino Goldie, will be a feature | 
of the Eastern States Exposition at | 
West Springfield, Sept. 19-21. 

Other top attractions will be the 
Regimental Band of the Grenadier | 
Guards and Massed Pipers & High- 
land Dancers of the Scots Guard, 
Sept. 13-16; the Roy Rogers Show, 
with Dale Evans, Pat Brady, Sons 
of the Pioneers, Trigger and Trig- 
ger Jr., Sept. 14-20. 





| 





N.Y. Copa Eyes | 
Modugno for Dec. 


Deal is on for Italian singer- 
| cleffer Domenico Modugno to play 
| the Copacabana, N. Y., early De- | 





gard to their own method of opera- | Cember. Although presently booked 


tion. 

One consequence of the heavy 
concentration on banquet sales is 
the reluctance to close a spot dur- 
ing the summer by some bor ‘faces 
who might have done so ordinarily. 
They have found that once they 
pre-sold several nights during the 
summer, it was impossible to shut- 
ter for any extended period, and 
thus were forced to remain open. 

However, some of the spots have 
found that by remaining open, they 


were able to start plotting fall sales | 


and thus get a lead on the more 
lucrative fall business, which might 
have been impossible with a club 
that’s shuttered. 


Preview of London’s 


7006 Talk of the Town, 





No-Nude Theatre-Eatery | 


London, Aug. 26. 

London’s new theatre-restaurant, 
Talk of the Town, which is situ- 
ated on the site of the London 
Hippodrome, is reported to have 
cost in the region of $700,000 to 
put into running order. 
tors of the establishment, headed 
by restaurateur-financier Charles 
Forte, invited the press along to 
gander the spot prior to its open- 
ing on Sept. 11, and assured the 
gathering that it was “the most 
modern theatre-restaurant in the 
world.” 

It’s certainly luxurious and the 


decor reflects the touch of Robert | 


Nesbitt, known for his lavish stage 
productions, who is also handling 
the stageshow. The theatre-res- 
taurant will be able to accommo- 
date around 700 diners and danc- 
ers, who for $6 will get a three- 
course dinner, plus a two-part show 
and dancing to two bands between 
7:30 p.m. and 2:30 a.m. 

Nesbitt, talking about the show, 
said: “With Bernard Delfont and 
myself connected with it you can 
be sure it will not be a concert 
party. It will be glamorous, color- 
ful, vivid, but not French in any 
sense.” This, he informed the 
gathering, meant nudes were out. 
Delfont added that it was antici- 

ated the show would run fer at 
east a year. Food would not be 
served during the show. 

Forte, adding his bit, explained 
that London badly needed a thea- 
tre-restaurant of this type, especi- 
ally so because of the many tour- 
ists, who on too many occasions 
were at a loss for entertainment. 


Minn. State Fair Tries 
Pub Service Polio Shots 





The direc- | 


for that time period for the Moulin 
| Rouge, Hollywood, he'll play the 
| Gotham date if the Coast stand | 
| can be rearranged. 


If deal is completed this would 

| give Modugno three N.Y. dates in 
| a short period, not counting his 
| television shots. He's set for the 
Elegante, Brooklyn, Sept. 5 and | 
| will play a one-nighter at Carnegie | 
Pall, N.Y., Sept. 18. He’s also 
slated to repeat on the Ed Sullivan 
Show Sept. 14. 

Other dates contracted for the 
Italian import whose Decca click 
| “Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu” (‘“Vol- 
| are”) include the Latin Casino, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24; Twin Coaches, 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3; Town Casino, | 
Buffalo, Oct. 13 and the Desert Inn, 
Las Vegas, Dec. 30. 

Before going back to Italy yes- 
terday (Tues.), Modugno got in one 
recording session for Decca in New 
York the day previous. He cut sev- 





arrangements and conducting the | 
studio band. 





FRIARS RACEWAY BILL 
NABS 6426 FOR FUND 


Two shows put on by The Friars | 
at the Roosevelt Raceway, West- | 
bury, L. IL, benefitted the Long 
Island Fund to the tune of $642,- 
| 000. Admission to the two shows 
on Sunday (24) were only by sales | 
jof a year’s subscription to the | 
Fund starting at $12 annually. 
Thus the kingsized total for the 
event. About 72,000 attended both 
displays. 

The L. I Fund benefits 23 health 
and welfare organizations and 18 
nonprofit hospitals in Nassau and | 
| Suffolk counties. 

Participants in the show, which 
was coordinated by Friars exec sec 
Carl Timin, included Dick Shawn, 
Alan King, Los Chavales de Es- 
pana, Jack E. Leonard, Jackie Kan- 
|}non, Johnny Carson, Jack Barry, 
{Tommy Leonetti, Frank Ross, | 











|several Friar ensemble numbers | 
written by Buddy Arnold origin- 
ally for the Friars Frolic held 
jrecently at the Hotel Waldorf- 
| Astoria, N.Y. 


| 
| 


CELESTE HOLM BOWING 
| NEW SHOREHAM POLICY 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
| The Shoreham Hotel, Washing- 
|ton, will institute a name policy 
jthis year. The Blue Room, which 
jin the past produced its own 





eral of his own tunes, all done in| American Guild of Variety 
Italian, with Jack Pleis doing the |ists with $7 per-diem expenses 


| Pacific 


| Modernaires with Paula Kelly, and | 


Ray Middleton Bows 
Pierre’s Cavalcades 
Of Top Pop Composers 


The Cotillion Room of the Hotel 
Pierre, N.Y., will stress names from 
other fields. Stanley Melba, the 
inn’s entertainment director, is 
lining up legit headliners rather 
than nitery names as one means 
of introducing new talent on the 
cafe circuit and, at the same time, 
carry out the basic operetta and 


legit-musical theme to which he’s | 


gearing the room. 


Overall, the budget, according 


to Melba, will be about the same as | 
| tet, 


|though he were using fullscale 
|cafe names. What's more, with | 
| Surrounding production, budget 
| could exceed the cafe bills which 
carry single performers. 
| The initial show will be topped 
| by Ray Middleton making his nit- 
|}ery bow and will include Jimmy 
Carroll and Dolores Perry. The 
second display will be topped by 
Felix Knight and Earl Wrightson, 
while the third session will have 
former opera singer Mimi Benzell. 

The Cotillion Room series tees 
off Sept. 16 with a show based on 
Victor Herbert tunes. Sigmund 
Romberg melodies will be the key- 
stone of the second show. Sub- 
sequent layouts will be formatted 
with tunes from Jerome Kern, 
Rodgers & Hart and Vincent You- 
mans. 

dt’s possible to get other top 
legit headliners to work cafes 
under this format, inasmuch as it 
spares the names the necessity of 
developing their own turn, an item 
which can be very expensive, and 
entials long preparation. 





USO Touring Em 
Again in Sept. 


Resumptions of regular auditions 
for USO troupes will take place 
Sept. 5 at the Variety Arts Studics’ 
N.Y. USO is seeking to build a 
pool of acceptable talent for tours 
in military posts abroad. Pay is 
|the minimum established by the 
Art- 


Current USO schedules call for 
one show every month for the 
Command, including the 
Far East, which will tour 12 weeks; 
one show monthly for the Euro- 
pean Command which will tour for 
10 weeks; a show for Alaska every 
six weeks for six stands and a 
unit for the Northeast Air Com- 
mand every 12 weeks which will 
tour for four weeks. . 

Bert Wishnew, USO production 


supervisor, will be in charge of | 


the auditions. Accordionists are 
also needed for areas where pianos 
cannot be transported. 


POP’s 502,372, Ist Four 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

First four weeks’ operation of the 
new Pacific Ocean Park entertain- 
ment pier brought a grand total of 
502,372 paid admissions. 

Park formally opened July 22, 
with tabulation running through 
Aug. 18. 





Toppling Tradition, Aug. Beat July 
. At Wildwood, Spurred by TV Ball 





Lakeview’s Name Lineup 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26 

Suburban Lakeview nitery is 
stepping out in booking important 
|; musical attractions on which it 
specializes. i 

Current is pianist Dave Brubeck 
and his trio. Inked to follow are 
drummer Buddy Rich and his quar- 





Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 26, 

| Peak of the season approaches 
with the Labor Day holiday. The 
name lineup will include Martha 
Raye, Gypsy Rose Lee, Joni James, 
Danny & The Juniors, Charlie 
Gracie, Louis Jordan, the Treniers, 
Steve Gibson’s Red Caps, Charlie 
|! Spivak, Lynn Hope, the Honey- 
cones, the Playboys. 

Ture Duncan, vet sports pro- 
moter who has offered wrestling 


Sept. 9-14;. Chico Hamilton 
quintet, Sept. 19-29; George Shear- 
ing, Oct. 13-19, and Count Basie 
orch, Oct. 20-21. 


for 28 years along the boardwalk, 
now has blueprints for a new 
sports arena which would house 
wrestling, ice skating, etc. This 
indicates the possibility of an ice 
show summering in the resort, a 
feature long sought by hotel and 
| motel interests. 





Paris Vauderies 
~ Off and Running 


Paris, Aug. 26. 

The Paris music hall season 
starts Thursday (28) with the re- 
lighting of the flagship Olympia, 
| Yank singing group, The Platters, 
will be supported by Marcel Amont, 
A French impressionist - singer; 
adolescent songstress Marie-Jose 
Neuville, and Georges Reich's Bal- 
let Ho. 

Show runs Sept. 25 to be re- 
placed by one starring singer Luis 
Mariano. Next up, Oct. 28, are 
Georges Brassens and Billy Holi- 
day, with Caterina Valente and Mi- 
chele Arnaud following for a Nov. 
'20 opening. Then Colette Renard 
for Dec. 18, Amalia Rodriguez for 
Jan. 15, and Gilbert Becaud and 
Dalida from Feb. 11 to April 15. 

Afterward, the show becomes a 
revue headed by Josephine Baker, 
who makes her Paris comeback 
after retiring at this same house 
three years ago. This will run 
through August 2nd and then begin 
the monthly vaude bills again. 

The Alhambra-Maurice Cheval- 
ier comes back to vaude, frum 
films, with a show heade@ by the 
comedy team of Jean-Marc Thi- 
bault and Roger Pierre. Pair will 
run as long as they can, and blend 
a sketch revue with vaude acts. 
Policy will remain in that vein. It 
reopens in early October 

Bobino is also slated to reopen 
in October with monthly vaude 
bills. Concert Pacra keeps up its 


weekend bills, and with the nitery | 
spots, Paris will again be the top| , 


vaude city on the Continent. 


CARMEN AMAYA’S TOUR 
OF USSR AND EUROPE 


Carmen Amaya will tour the So- 
viet Union for two months start- 
ing Dec. 1. It'll be part of an ex- 
| tended trek she will make of Eu- 
|rope during the next year and a 
|half. For the Soviet date, Miss 
| Amaya, current at the Havana- 
Riviera Hotel, Havana, will enlarge 
her present troupe from 11 to 25. 

Deal has been in the works for 
three years, having initially been 
suggested by the Soviet Ambassa- 
dor to Canada after he saw her in 
an Ottawa concert. 








Case of BAA 


The suit brought by the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn, against the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and the Associated Actors & Art- 


Federal Court Orders Trial In 
Vs. AGVA and 4A’s 


| status. It is seeking $250,000 dam- 
{ages from both organizations as 


| well as a permanent injunction to 


| stay out of its jurisdiction. 
The AGVA petition to dismiss 


istes of America was ordered to| the case was based on the premise 
trial in N. Y. Federal Court. A/that the Federal court had no 
ruling by Judge John M. Cashin | jurisdiction in this case because 
stated that there were sufficient|/the Federal statute states that 
issues set forth by BAA to warrant | union contract suits, not collective 


St. Paul, Aug. 26. |shows and which switched to a 
Unique “attraction” at the cur-/band policy this year, is again 
rent Minnesota State Fair is the | changing its format having booked 
State Medical Assn. Education| Celeste Holm starting Sept. 26. 
building booth. Adults, 21 to 40,| Deal is presently on for Lisa Kirk 
are receiving free polio shots there | to play the inn. 
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. daily if} Others booked for the Shoreham 
they've never had them before. It’s! include Vaughn Monroe, for two 
an association public health educa-| weeks starting Oct. 7, and Lilo 





tion project. 


who starts Nov. 3. 


ews Scastacccweedccdleectls Oy 4G 


Each person receiving the polio; Ajan Bralove is doing the buy- 
shot also will is being given a fam-|jng for the inn. 
ily and individual health record | 
with the entry of first step in the! A record 23 performances will be 





immunization series, In 1946 the presented by “Ice Capades” in the 
Fait Was canceled bécayse Of tbat Dallas Ice Arena at the State Fair 
< yeur’s ‘pollo’ epidemic," \"<" lof Texas, : 


t. 4 through 19: 
ave -8U uae @ 


fers 


| further investigation by the court. | 
| The defendants had sought to dis- 
miss the BAA action. 


brought by BAA to force the 4A’s | 
to return its jurisdiction which was | 
taken away from it and given to) 
AGVA. The BAA suit declared that | 
the 4A’s, going against its own 


failed to take action when AGVA 
performers violated agreements by 
going into theatres on the BAA 
unfair list. Because of this action, 
the BAA charged that it was vir- 
tually broken wp, and was unable 
ite collect dues and maintain its 
« Dawa ve 6 Lane te ‘ é 





resolution of September, '55, had) 


bargaining suits, may be brought 
into Federal court. Judge Cashin 


bargaining disputes in the law. 

In his ruling, Judge Cashin ad- 
mitted that he went counter to the 
1950 decision in the case of the 
Sun Shipbuiiding & Drydock Co. : 
vs. Industria! Union of Marine & David Bines has been hired as 


In a surprise development, August 
business set the pace this year with 
capacity for the first two weeks 
and near capacity for the third 
week. In recent years, July had 
been the top month. However, the 
onty capacity crowd during July 
was over the July Fourth weekend. 

Continued agitation by motel in- 
terests egged the city publicity de- 
partment into a late season tv ad 
campaign. Shortly after the coun- 
ty set up a tv program, peak busi- 
ness developed almost overnight. 

Poor July business is attributed 

to the fact that the city public re- 
lations department offered no ad 
campaign to the Philadelphia area 
'during the crucial vacation-plan- 
ning month of June. A newspaper 
strike in that city that month can- 
celled out the entire city ad pro- 
gram and no none was wise enough 
to shift the budget to radio and tv. 
This meant a virtual one-month 
blackout in a key city. July busi- 
ness was never able to recover 
from this error. 

Greatly increased trade 

New York, Maryland, Delaware, 
Washington, D.C., Canada and 
points as far west as Oh’o partially 
offset the loss in Philadelphia 
,irade. But now just about every- 
one agrees that top names are es- 
sential to the future popularity of 
the Wildwocds, no matter what 
the asking prices. 


from 





Miss America, Per Usual, 
_ Winding Up A.C.’s Season; 
Vaude, Legit at Resort 


s Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 
‘The Miss America Pageant, 
which opens next Tuesday (2) with 
the annual Boardwalk parade and 
ends Saturday (6) night when Miss 
America will be named at Conven- 
tion Hall, winds up another sum- 
mer season here. 
Labor Day finds most seasonal 
spots shuttering, although many of 
the larger places will stick it out 
for Pageant week. “Ice Capades,” 
which has been playing in Conven- 
tion Hall the past six weeks, exits 
Sunday (31) when it offers its new 
ecition preliminary to its Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., premiere. 
The Hamids will bring Ricky 
Nelson into Steel Pier vaudeville 
Sunday and Labor Day. Henny 
Youngman will appear on bill with 
Nelson and remain for the pageant 
span. Elliot Lawrence wil! be in 
Marine Ballroom. Pier will then 
shutter to reopen weekends only 
jas long as crowds make it worth- 
| while. 

Hamids will close the 4,.200-seat 
Warren Theatre day after Labor 
Day. It will reopen Sept. 15 when 
first of sponsored legit shows, 
| “Drink to Me Only,” a George Ab- 
bott production, comes in for a 
| week, Second show to be offered 
during the week of Sept. 22 brings 
in Sam Levene in a new comedy, 
“Make A Million.” 
| 500 Ciub winds up its season, as 
|far as big names are concerned, 
|with Milton Berle who opened 
jthere Saturday (23) and wili exit 
with Labor Day. At Club Harlem 
Larry Steele’s “Smart Affairs” 


| said that it was clearly the purpose | i) ‘he in for the Pageant week 
Issue stemmed from the suit} of Congress to include collective soot of the smaller night spots will 


cut their talent or shutter. 


| 
| 





Town Casino, Buff, Producer 
Buffaio, Aug. 26. 





Shipbuilding Workers of America| house producer by Harry Altman 
wherein it was ruled that such|for his Town Casino which opens 


Me ZUR, 


jurisdiction doesn’t encompass col- 
lective bargaining. Judge Cashin 
said that “This court feels that (the 
other court) erred in interpreting 
Congressional ‘ purpose." 
5+ we j 


ual au 





|its 14th season September 20th. 
Spot will feature a weekly mus!- 
cal-comedy type of show with a 
resident ‘cast and transient head- 
liners. .. , = : 
\*" s hes eave sat ” 


= 
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Danny Kaye & ‘Canadiana Costar 
At CNE; Ottawa Fair's Vaude Bill 


Toronto, Aug. 22. 
With Danny Kaye in for 16 night 


performances at a _ guaranteed 
$100,000 plus 50° of the take over 
$472,000, the Canadian National 
Exhibition is off to a flying start 


on its 2%4,000-seater grandstand 
show produced by Jack Arthur. On 
Kaye's insistence that he be given 
the whole show, but meeting with 


the opposition of Arthur that three \the 60-man orchestra, Jack Arthur 


production numbers plus many 
veude acts were to be included in 
the schedule, Kaye has cut his 
clowning to 95 minutes and stops 
on the button at 11:15 p.m., this 
giving the concessionaires a chance 
to make a buck from the grand- 
stand attendees. (Last year, the 
headliner was Bob Hope, who 
earned $108,000 for the fortnightly 
chore before the income-tax boys 
took their bite.) 

The last half belongs to the 
comic, who immediately gets the 
audience, at $3.75 top, working for 
him. This includes rhythmic hand- 
claps, plus the customers divided 
in three for community singing 
accompaniment to his scat songs. 
Kaye clouted out a home run and 
touched all bases, when seen; was 
prepared again for the batter-up 
siznal until curbed by the clock 
and the producer. Kaye is there- 
fore worth every dime he’s getting, 
even though this applause means 
culting down the time of the other 
acts who often are bereft of show- 
ing what they can do. 

While Kaye ranges his song 
stylings from “Dry Bones” to 
“Night and Day,” his “concert” 
singing from a tonguetied English- 
man to the bombastics of a Ger- 
man opera star, his intentional flat 
notes in “Begin the Beguine,” a 
finver-snapping “Ballin’ the Jack” 
and a travesty on the Jose Greco 
school of the dance, his double-talk 
and story-telling proved infectious 
to a hilarious audience till the 
Kaye begoff, again on requested 
scat singing. He is finely aided by 
Semmy Prager at the piano. 

Though budgeted by a CNE 
directorate of businessmen who 
shouldn't be in show business over 
a producer but can snap the eco- 


{nomic whip, 





- 

Jack Arthur proves | 
that he can do it again. His “Cana- | 
diana” includes three big produc- 
tion numbers that are choreo-| 
graphed by Alan and Blanche) 
Lund, with Midge (Cousins) Arthur | 
in for the choreography and coach- | 
ing of her terrific 52 Canadettes in | 
their French number for fine} 
precision hi-kicks. 
With Larry Mann in and out as' 
emcee and Howard Cable directing | 





Danny Kaye & | 
Canadiana 
(CANADIAN NATIONAL 

EXHIBITION) 
A Jack Arthur production star- 
ring Danny Kaye, with Lorraine 
Foreman, Larry Mann, Hames Sis- | 
ters (2) Lynn Randall, Three | 
Wiles, Natalia Butko, Four Gentle- 
men, Morlidor’ Trio, Nerveless | 
Nocks (4), Tulara Lee, The Zac- | 
chinis (3), The Canadettes (52)| 
girls, 12 boys), Choral Ensemble | 
(30), Show Girls (10), Howard | 
Cable Orch (60). Choreography 
by Alan & Blanche Lund; Cana-| 
dettes’ choreography, Midge Ar- | 
thur; scenic and costume design, | 
Stuart McKay; original music, 
choral and orchestral arrangements 
Cable; lyrics, Larry Mann, Stanley 
Daniels, Jack Arthur, Saul Ilson; 
lighting. William Dale; stage man 
ager, Drew Crossan; sound co 
ordinator, Len Casey. At the CNE 
Grandstand, Toronto, Aug. 20, °58; 
$3.75 top. 


has * imaginatively devised his 
“Looking Back,” a tribute to the 
80 years of the CNE. This works 
in the parade of the original Big 
Fair, with the girls in pink ging-| 
ham dresses, sun bonnets and para- 
sols, for their “Cuddle Up a Little 
Closer,” the boys in green suits 
and bowlers. The Hames Sisters 
(3) follow with their comedy sing- 
ing of “He’s a Cousin of Mine” and 
the Four Gentlemen with barber- 
shop quartet of the inevitable “I 
agit Girl Just Like the Girl 
that Married Dear Old Dad" go 
over on nostalgic appeal, as does. 


(Continued on page 54) 





Dog Days for P.A.’s 
Chicago, Aug. 26. 

These are hard times for lo- 
cal show biz pressagents. For 
about two weeks they'll have 
to do without the bread-and- 
butter breaks in any of the 
four gossip columns of the 
dailies. 

Nate Gross of the American, 
Herb Lyon of the Tribune and 
Irv Kupcinet of the Sun-Times 
are all on vacation. Tony Weit- 
zel of the Daily News is just 
back from behind the Iron 
Curtain with a seemingly inex- 
haustible supply datelined 
Moscow, Kiev, etc. 








Ottawa Fair Aims 


At 500,000 Gate: 
Grandstand 0 


Ottawa, Aug. 26. 

With a big 48,000 attendance for 
opening day (22), the Central Can- 
ada Exhibition’ got away to a 
healthy start on its bid for a rec- 
ord gate. Aim is to climb higher 
than the 1957 record that went past 
the 500,000 mark for CCE’s first 
time. Jack Clark, exhibition’s g.m., 
said he needs only fair weather to 
achieve the target. 

CCE preemed its 1958 show (the 
65th CCE) in fine weather. Hypo- 
ing opening-day attendance were 
free admission for moppets, sale of 
chances (at $1 a ticket) on a house, 
lot, furnishings, landscaping and 
car in the garage; giveaway of a car 
a day (on admission ducats) plus a 
lavish midway and socko grand- 
stand show. Other lures include a 
customer-pulling horse show, live- 
stock and other agricultural ex- 
hibits, competitions; commercial 
and industrial shows and a televi- 
sion station in operation on the 
grounds with shows originating 
from local CBC air daily. 

World of Mirth midway has some 
new features, including “Tirza,” 
one of three revues-under-canvas, 

(Continued on page 53) 








}Cocoanut Grove opening 











Vande, Cafe Dates 








New York 


Shoshana Damari opens at the 
|Cafe Sahbra Sept. 4. . . Isobel 
|Robbins down for In Boboli in 
September . . . Shirley Jones slated 
for the Twin Coaches, Pittsburgh, 
Nov. 14... . Betty O’Neill pacted 
for the Drake, St. Louis, Oct. 3 
. Ireae Hilda, to return to the 





U. S. soon from Europe, has been 
sign for La Porte St. Jean, Que., 
Nov. 2 a follows with El Moroc- 
ico, Montreal, Dec. 9 . . Wally 


|Griffin in for two weeks at the 
| Condado Beach Hotel, Puerto Rico, 
|starting Sept. 1. 

| Fran Warren and Davis & Reese 
}inked for the Sands, Las Vegas, 
|Sept. 10 . . . Lisa Kirk pacted for 
ithe Ankara, Pittsburgh, Nov. 10 
... Henny Youngman to follow his 
| Aug. 31 week’s stand at the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, with a date at 
| the Chez Paree, Chicago, , . Marge 
|Cameron starts at the Beverly, 
Cincy, Aug. 29 ... Phil Foster 
opens at Jack Silverman's Interna- 
tional Sept. 2 


Chicago 


Dr. Arthur Ellem works the 
Evansville Embers Nov. 21, and the 
Fi. Wayne Embers Dec. 15... 
Estelle Sloan set for the Muehle- 
bach in K.C. Sept. 12 for a pair... 
Susan McGuire & Frank Still in 
for three frames at the private 
Showboat in Peoria . . . Chirper 
Norma Smith, current here at the 
Palmer House, to Louisville's 
Brown hotel Oct. 3 for a fortnight. 
... Yvonne Moray set for the Ev- 
ansville Embers Sept. 29 for two 
weeks .. . Denise Lor signed by 
Chi’s Drake hotel for a month Dec. 
30... June Christy to Mister 
Kelly’s here Oct. 14... Allen 
Drake current at the Black Orchid. 





Hollywood 


Ann Blyth headlines new show at 
Sept. 3 
. . . The Deacons into Desi Arnaz’ 


current California State Fair... 
| Edgar Bergen inked two-year deal 
; with Beauville Hotel, Miami Beach, 
to headline four weeks in 1959 and 
|same in 60... Tony Bennett and 
| Count Basie band pacted for Phila- 
delphia Latin Quarter Nov, 24-Dec. 
6...Leroy Vinnegar joins Joe 
Castro combo at Interlude .. . Ritz 
Bros. go into Cocoanut Grove Dec. 
26 for 12 days. 

| 


Houston 


Barry Sisters headlining at Con- 
tinental Room of Shamrock Hotel 
for two weeks. Claire Perrault 


jorch continues on bandstand . . . 
| Jack Marshall, comedian, and Jedy 


| Gray, instrumentalist and dancer, 
{to support of the Ink Spots at Mu- 
'sic Hall starting Aug. 28. Shep 
| Fields orch backstops .. . Song- 
|stress Wyoma Winters makes her 
local debut with a week's stand at 
the Cork Club with Freddie Gib- 
{bons orch for show and dancing 
|... The Fakes, musical group fea- 
turing Charlie Barry on drums and 
Stan Capps at piano, are at Silver 
| Key Lounge .. . Judy Laughlin, pi- 
janist signed to appear at Stadium 
Lounge, 


Atlanta 


Rock 'n’ roll singer Mark Ben- 
ning opened Monday (25) at Peach- 
tree Club, on same bill with two 
exotic dancers, Snooky DeWitt and 
Tina LaRue, plus comedian Gil 
Raye ... Pianist Jack Collins 
opened at Danny Demetry’s Zebra 
Lounge in Howell House Lobby... 
Exotics Kismet and Jo LaSure are 
ncw faces on bill at Mae Brandt's 
Harem Club, where singing Majes- 





tics are holding over . .. Comedian 
Buster Raye is featured at Clovis 
Club, a switch for this spot, which 
goes strong for the gals and backs 


j}up Raye with a group of exotics 
| headed by Valerie Valaine, Amber 


Penn, Tammy St. John, plus singer 
Toni Roma ... Chick Hedrick’s 


Western Hills Hotel, Palm Springs, | Domino Lounge in Imperial Hotel 


for indefinite engagement . 
Dennis Day emcees San Antonio’s 
Miss Wool Pageant Aug. 29 
David Rose is music director for 








. .|is holding over entire show headed 


by exotic Tana Leigh, comics 


. ..| Wells & Carr, with emcee Mark 


Sanders. 
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Our Thanks to.... Messrs. 
RUSSELL V. DOWNING 








LEON LEONIDOFF and 


all your wonderful 
staff and personnel 


jor ringing bo te DANGING WATERS” 


5% time in 


years 


to the world famous 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, new vorx 


the only featured attraction to be so honored in 


Music Hall history. 


Currently playing with 
MGM'S 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 


7 


Lee 


DANCING WATERS, INC. 


250 West 57 St., New York, N.Y. 


HAROLD STEINMAN 
HANS HASSLACH 


SAM SHAYON 
General Manager 
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4th Annual Tour | 


Of Soldier Show 





— 


Ottawa Fair 


=a Continued from pace 2 Eee 


an expanded Kiddyland which has 
probably the only existing merry 


The Defense Department has | go round without a single “horse” 
long ago taken the viewpoint that! (jt features motorcycles, space- 


the Army doesn’t 
stomach alone. 


travel on its 
There are factors 


ships, helicopters), and a total of 


of morale involved in a complex | 55 rides and 18 shows. Familiar to 
set of logistics that ultimately de-| World of Mirth is Nate Eagle's 


termines its value as an entitity 
equipped to carry out its function, 


midget show, absent for a year but 


Consequently, the Army has paid | back again. The CCE bandstand is 
a lot of attention to troop enter-|for a second year billtopping the 


tainment, whether it’s their own 
homegrown variety on 
supplied by professional 
of USO performers. 

For the fourth year, the Army 
has produced its own show, “Roll- 
ing Along” which preemed at Ft. 
Jay, Governor's Island, N.Y., on 
Monday (18) prior to its takeoff 
on a world tour. Again, the Special 
Services Division has made excel- 
lent use of the talents found within 
its ranks. Those participating in 
the shown had to fight for the spot. 


Rolling Along of 1958 

Department of the Army presen- 
tation with Sp 4 Jerry Holmes, Mel- 
odaires, Pfc. Barry Christy, Pvts. 
Myles & Leonard Kavanaugh, Pfc. 
Robert Fitch, Pfc. Michael Jordan, 
Pfc. Jack Larson, Pfc. Jose Esco- 
bosa, Pfc. Walter Kopycinski. Di- 
rection, Leonard Kobrick; choreog- 
raphy, Ernestine Mercer; vocal di- 
rector, Don Pfost; lighting, Pfc. 
Andrew F. Mihok Jr.; costumes, 
Pic. Robert S. Anielo; sets, James 
Cavan; arrangements, Pfc. Alan 
Kohan, Sp4 Eugene T. Simpson; 
music & lyrics, Kobrick & Mercer. 
Troupe supervision Maj. Joseph 
Donahue. Opened at Ft. Jay, Gov- 
ernors Island, N.Y., Aug. 18. 








They attained the status through 
participation in a talent contest 
sponsored by the Army, and those 
that made it comprise troops who 
were stationed throughout the 
world. In addition, Army person- 
nel aided in the writing and direc- 
tion with civilian help also giving 
an assist into a in an effort that 
rates excellently. 

With the initial showing, there 
tre some flaws evident. The major 
necessity is lopping off about 10 
minutes to provide a faster gait. 
The production numbers at the be- 
ginning need some pruning and an 
eccasional spot here and there 
needs work. Otherwise, the Army 
has another show of which it can 
take a few pittypats. 

The show is themed around a 
fight in space, which permits ex- 
cellent use of the imagination in 
fashioning lyrics and costuming. 
There are some well-written num- 
bers by Leonard Kobrick, Stafi 
Entertainment Director of the 
First U.S. Army, and choreogra- 
pher Ernestine Mercer, who used 
to be a mainstay at the Latin 
Quarter, N.Y., has given the show 
some fluid movement. 

The group numbers are 
staged and provide some lively 
numbers However, the opus 
moves along most solidly when the 
individual talents get their in- 
nings. 

One of the strongest spots is by 
Pfc Jack Larson, an impressionist 
with wit and ability. He scores 
heavily with a series that not only 
includes some top popular figures, 
but dips into history for some 
offbeat charactrizations. He over- 
stays by about four minutes, but 
that lapse didn’t diminish his ulti- 
mate reception. 

Another top spot is by Pfc. Jose 
Escabosa, with a pro background, 
who dances a fanciful malaguena 
and scores with a Afro-Cuban terp. 
Barry Christy showed skill with his 
handling of flaming torches in pic- 
turesque paiterns and did some 
baton twirling for good effects. The 
Kavanaugh Twins perform dances 

(Continued on page 54) 


Atlanta’s Grady Pacts 
Cavallaro in Name Kick 


Atlanta, Aug 26. 

Henry Grady Hotel's Paradise 
Room, shuttered this summer, will 
light up for fall and winter season 
with a lineup of names under new 
policy. Vaude with permanent band 
playing for shows and dancing have 
ruled at PR in past. 

First into the room will! be pianist 
Carmen Cavallaro and his orch 
Starting Sept. 15. He will be fol- 
lowed by Gretchen Wyler, star of 
Bob Crosby television show, Perry 
Como summer replacement. 

Lark Bragg is manager of Para- 
dise Room and hotel’s adjacent 
cocktailery, Dogwood Lounge, 
where Jim Scott Duo performs. 


well 








band of the Uniced States Air 


whether | Force. 
troupes | 


While first-day thousands 


; mobbed the midway and buildings 


in Lansdowne Park, +a relatively 
handful was scattered through the 
grandstand to see the opener of the 
George Hamid show. Whether it 
was threatening clouds, a Friday 
opening when past years saw it 
debut on the Monday of the ex- 
hibition, or weak advance publicity 


| 


jdinner on Friday 
jmatie children. 


jcagoland Music Festival for Trib- 
{une Charities, which, when the tab- 


|ceeds of around $10,000. 


and advertising, the fact remained 


that the show collected less than 
1,000 against a 9,000-seat capacity. 





Personal Management 
SIDNEY A. KURSTIN 


Bob Hope Pulls $37,000 


For Chicago 7000 AGVA Censures Penny Singleton For 
Rapping Bright's Free Speech’ Clamp 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Benefit appearance by Bob Hope 
last weekend helped to raise | 
around $37,000 for charity, most 
of it going to La Rabida Sanitari- | 
um, soft spot of the local show | 
biz heart A $50-a-plate testimonial | 
(22) produced | 

$25,000 for the institution for rheu- | 
Following night, 
the annual Chi-| 





comic toplined 


ulating is finished, may show pro- 


Extravaganza at Soldier Field 
drew 72,000, with Herb Shriner, | 
Miyoshi Umeki and Paul Whiteman | 


also on the bill. Hope alone do-| 


nated his services, but the Chi- 
cago Tribune, which sponsors the 
yearly show, gave him a check for | 
$2,000 anyway. This he promptly 
turned over to La Rabida. 

At La Rabida, a reception room 
is now named for the comic. It is | 
aptly titled “Room of Hope.” 


| flared 


| right 


Warfare between Penny Single- 


ton, acting president of the Ameri- | 


can Guild of Variety Artists, and 
Jackie Bright, its national admin- 
istrative secretary, once more 
into the open after Miss 
Singleton wired Monday's (25) na- 
tional executive board meeting to 
inquire into the legality of 


| Bright’s charges against Paul Val- 
| entine. 


Valentine, in a lengthy 
statement, had charged the union 
with squandering its resources by 
holding its June convemtion in 
Mexico City. 

For her into Bright's 
to interfere with the free 
speech of AGVA members, the 
AGVA executive committee passed 
a resolution censuring Miss Single- 


inquiry 


| ton. 


Telegram from Miss Singleton 
asked by what right Bright—a non- 
member of AGVA since all paid 


employees must give up active 
membership—could bring charges 
against a member and raised doubt 
about this right to bar free ex- 
pression. The board immediately 
began a tirade against Miss Single- 
ton for these allegations against 
Bright. The committee's censure 
resolution brought only one absten- 
tion, that of Russell Swann, 
Irving Grossman was chairman of 
the meeting. Others on the com- 
mittee included Frank Ross, Al 
Tucker, Sally Winthrop, Joe 
Smith, Charlie Dale and Paul 
Duke. 

The committee's action again 
brought accusations that it is 
“impossible” for any opposition te 
Bright to get an impartial hearing 
within AGVA. - The situation ap- 
pears to be getting-serious in view 
of the fact that, while rebellion 

(Continued on .page 56) 
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GI Shows 








is always good to get rid of a few 
thousand dollars, even though the 
club may have been completely 
done over a few months past. 
Latin Quarter in O.D. 

One service club visited had two 
bands furnishing continuous mu- 
sic, a 15-person revue, revolving 
stage, lights and equipment that 
would do credit to the Latin Quar- 
ter and about 25 soldiers in the 
audience. It was reported that this 
same club had fired a complete line 
of girls a few months ago on their 
opening night, before they even 
had done the first show because 
one of the girls refused to go out 
with the Commanding Officer of 
the post. 

The General von Steuben Hotel, 
in Garmisch, which is operated by 
the U. S. Army Air Force for Of- 
ficers and VIPs, seems to be the 
exception to a complete disorgan- 
ization in the Armed Services in 
the presentation of shows. This 
engagement is booked through ma- 
jor agencies in England and great 
care is taken in the selection of 
talent and in its presentation. How- 
ever, this formula certainly is not 
followed elsewhere. 

It was interesting to read an ar- 
ticle in The American Weekend 
(May 17, 1958) in which Major 
Hugh Cardoza, Chief of the Finan- 
cial Review Division of the U.S. 
Army (7th Army) Controller, in 
Stuttgart, Germany, said, “The 
human element can beat the best 
controls in an EM, NCO or Officer’s 
Club... But we have never had 
a 7th Army Service Club go broke 
either because of dishonesty or bad 
management.” He further said, re- 
garding the 7th Army Service 
Clubs, “This club with its annexes 
is doing so well that it can afford 
to pay $9,000 a month for enter- 
tainment while most clubs allot 
only about $1,000 a month.” He 
added, “It puts its profits rights 
back into good shows for its cus- 
tomers.” 

The question most asked and 
most heard from American and the 
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THE GLAMOROUS NEW 
HOTEL 


AVERY 
Show folks are raving about the * 

$ all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, 
beautifully furnished deluxe rooms 
with private bath and television. 
Many Air Conditioned. # 


AVERY & WASHINGTON STS. 
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ofisvs FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 
for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Stars” 
- Big Temporary Special on All 
35 Gag Files for $15, Plus $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 





@ 3 Parody Books, Per Bk. ... $10 @ 
@ 4 Blackout Books, Per Bk. .. $25 @ 
@ Minstrel Budget ee |. 
How to — the Ceremonies 
$ 
No C.0.0's “Always Open” 


200 W. 54th St., N.Y.C., 19 Clirete 7-1130 
(WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY) 
‘Let a Real Professional Train You) 











YVONNE MORAY 
42” tall-Singing Comedienne 
Plantation Supper Club 
Nashville, Tenn. 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
Joe Glaser, Pres. 


in Europe 





better European acts is, “So what 
happens to the money?.” 

One American act, so amazed to 
read this startling information, felt 
compelled to write to this officer, 


answer. He did not get the answer. 
No one seems to doubt or ques- 
tion kickbacks, graft, mismanage- 


correct it. The result, of course, 


with a new sports car, or a credit 


they are worth. 
soldiers are thrown a bone enter- 
tainment-wise. 

Never Had it So Good 


formers, “Many of these third-rate 
agents who supply as many as 500 
installations on a Saturday night 
are all praying for another war 
so they can all become millionaires 
instead of only about half of them.” 
The shows that currently tour 
the U.S. Forces clubs in Europe 
can be roughly classified in four 
groups. 
—1—Special Service Shows using 
first class American talent coming 
direct from the States. (very few 
and they get the red carpet treat- 
ment; after all they are going 
back!). 


cost varies $150 to $500 a show. 
Acts perhaps receive haif, the 
agent gets the rest. 

3—Striptease Shows. These are 
who or how it was booked. 

4—Post Shows. These shows 
usually consist of three acts and 
are paid about $75 for the show 
(10% out to the agent). 

Probably 75% of ali the enter- 
tainment that is presented in Serv- 
ice Clubs in Europe fall in this 
last bracket. It has been estimated 


given on U.S. Armed Forces bases 
in Europe. 

From the $75 dollar gross, 10% 
goes tothe agent (usually German), 
$5 to a piano player who plays 


a break). For $62.50 net how many 
acts and of what quality does the 


brass feel should be secured? The 
usual answer is, “Three acts.” 
According to the Pentagon con- 
tract, these shows should be booked 
through the Special Service officer 
and paid for in 24 hours. What 
really happens is that an enlisted 
man is in charge of a service club, 
buys his shows when and where 
he wishes, and he pays for them 
when he is ready to do so. 
That Rubirosa Influence 


jin the club manager’s office. 


eral times while the girls in the 
show are dressing, with the usual 
remark, “Don’t mind me, I am 
used to show people.” 

In many cases his actual knowl- 
edge of show business is the fact 


fair back home every year, oz per- 
haps he has a collection of hi-fi 
records, or perhaps has seen nite- 
club shows back in the States. It 
is hard to believe that the U.S. 











Army gives this type of man the 
| authority to actually go out and 
| buy and choose entertainment . 

| In many cases these men have 
| never in their life even seen a 
| live act until they got into service. 
| It is most understandable that, 
ben a local agent (usually Ger. 
man) trys to sell a girl singer or 
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Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





There is a gag among the per-. 


2—Special Shows, for which the. 


the show (while the big band takes |= buying service that such repu- 


U.S. Armed Force entertainment | >) 00, agencies supply about 98% 








CAB CALLOWAY | 


Resuming 
LIFE in “"PORGY AND BESS" 
HELDOVER 2nd WEEK 


CAROUSEL THEATRE 
. Mass. 


dancer and he says, “She also has 
another trade,” that this girl gets 
booked in the show. She may be 
horrible but she is a member of 
the world’s oldest profession—so 
she is in. Why? because this man 
knows talent, he knows (?) what 
the soldier should see. What’s more, 
the U.S. Army is there to back 


him up. 


| 
| 








the odd shows and it’s hard to find | 


A book could be written about 


presenting quite a different side | the way real performers are treat- 
of the picture and requesting an/| ed, 


the way non-performers are 
booked, also the conditions that 
allow such things to happen. Nat- 
urally the local agents are happy. 


ment but the answer always is the| They don't complain. Many got 
same, “It’s so big, what can be/| into show business by accident, and 
done?” The job is so big to correct | they have never had it so good. 
that everyone is afraid to try to| If the performer complains he is 


blackballed and can't get another 


is that a few club managers end up | job. 


One top ranking officer in the 


card for call girls, etc. A few of-| Special Service Division in Ger- 
ficers say, “That is not my area.” | many 
A few agents, mosily German, end | who is a homosexual do his book- 
up millionaires. A lot of good acts| ing for him. This made one Amer- 
go without work, and a lot of very | 
bad acts are paid far more than | officer. He 
Worse, lot of; don’t you go home, it’s no business 


has a German civilian 


ican act complain in person to this 
was told, “Why 


of yours.” This act has never been 
able te get another date from that 
office and the act is one that 
has worked some of America’s top 
rooms, ¢ 

‘It Stinks’ 


The best that can be said for 
the current entertainment program, 
as it is now handled by the U.S. 
Armed Services, is, “It Stinks.” 
This is the opinion gathered from 
talking to 98% of the true per- 
formers. 

Is there a solution? Naturally, 
it’s so simple that a child would 
know. The U.S. Army and the U.S. 
Air Force don't allow an enlisted 
man, with no knowledge of the 
product to buy all their require- 
ments from a fourth rate man- 
ufacturer or company. Then why 
do they allow him to buy and pay 
for and ckoose a very important 
product like morale or entertain- 
ment. But they do! 

The U.S. Armed Services owe a 


| definite responsibility to their own 


| buying entertainment 


that, of a Saturday night, there are | 
perhaps 500-600 of this type show | 


personnel as well as to every tax- 
payer and it’s time they realized 
it. 


It’s time for the U.S. Armed: 





Forces to use the same judgment in 


that they 
would use in buying a can of beans 
or a gun, or an airplane. Don't 
let unqualified enlisted men buy 
from ex-truckdrivers, 
ex-secretaries, which some of these 


| local agents are, but make them 


| 


that he visited his annuai county | 


The acts are sometimes treated |" 
like normal people and even of-| expertly; they've been around the 
fered a coke or a beer after a good | pro circuits before coming to the 
show, but usually not so. They are | Army and work with knowing skill. 
| forced to dress in the kitchen or | 





| 


| 
| 


cellence of the proceedings. 


| go to such established dealers in 


Lew & Leslie 
William Morris, 


show business as, 
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CNE, Ottawa Shows 








the carriage-driving of Lynn Ran- 
dall and her hi-school horse and 
the dramatic thundering down the 
track of hackney racers. The finale 
is a rousing “O, Them Golden Slip- 
pers,” with the Canadettes on for 
square dance effects and a great 
footlights finish that has the audi- 
ence lustily applauding. 

For his second production num- 
ber, Jack Arthur has another spec- 
tacular in his “What Makes Paris 
Paree?” Here again, Arthur makes 
use of levels and masses of per- 
formers, with the 52 Canadettes in 
pink and silver evening gowns on 
for a well-disciplined and exciting 
routine, plus the 10 undulating 
showgirls in briefies and gigantic 
headdresses. It’s an_ eye-filling 
scene that bears the Arthur trade- 
mark. Scene also works in the 
Three Wiles, unfortunately cut 
short by Kaye’s time requirements, 
but the trio (two men and a girl) 
are excellent in their French-uni- 
form transformation set to “Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers” for preci- 
sion dancing that was missed on 
long-distance of the granstand 
audience; the Nerveless Nocks (4) 
on their swaying poles in gym- 
mastic and mid-air transfers; the 
Molidor Trio for their rag-doll, 
knockabout comedy; and Tularee 
Lee, in spangles, with a stooge 
from the audience (George Gilbert) 
for fouled-up balancing. 

In this tribute to Paris, Midge 
Arthur’s 52 girls are excellent in 
precision to their hi-kicks and leg- 
drills on midinettes’ hat bees to 
“Mimi.” This is the hit of th: show, 
avart from Kaye's different ap- 
proach to customer conduct. For 
the grand finale and company 
roundup, the whole company is 
back. It’s a rousing finish that in- 
ciudes Kaye as comedy topper in 
second half. A bow should also 
be directed to Stuart MacKay for 
his sets and costumes and the 
lighting of William Dale. 

McStay. 





Spectacle of the Stars 
(CENTRAL CANADA EXHIBI- 
ON) . 
Ottawa, Aug. 26. 
Central Canada _ Exhipition's 
grandstand show is traditionally a 
George Hamid production and this 
tradition continued after the GAC- 
Hamid merger except for last 


ex-dancers, | Year when Barnes-Carruthers came 


in. Hamid is back in 1958 with a 
socko presentation of vaudeville 
and outdoor acts from the U.S. 
spiked by Canadian talent. Opener 
(22) has Four Lads, chant group 


G.AC., |originally from Toronto, to billtop 


M.C.A., the Harry Foster office or | all “Spectacle of the Stars” shows 


table agencies would be more than 
happy to set up for the purpose. 


of the entertainment to the radio, 
tv, variety and other legitimate 
fields, why is it that they are only 
asked by the Special Service Divi- 
sion to provide about 1% to the 
great U.S. Armed Forces. Could 
it be graft? It’s just possible. 


Soldier Show 


Continued from page 33 jem 











Fitch & Jordan are similarly 


He | strong on terps, throwing in some 
usually manages to come in sevy-/ comedy 


to heighten the effect. 
Fitch opens that turn with a spor 
of magic and gives that portion 
of the show some potent moments. 
The songs by Sp. 4 Jerry Holmes 
similarly go over as do the tunes 
by the Melodaires, three Negro 
boys and a white lad, who provide 
an offbeat sound that finds favor. 

One flaw in tne performance was 
the failure of the amplification 
system of Pfc Walter eee 
guitar to function properly during 
the early part of the turn. Once 
the juice came on, he revealed 
himself to be a strummer of par- 
ticular potency. 

One of the strongpoints of this 
show is the ability of each mem- 
ber to do more than his own 
specialty. They all sing, some 
passably, do well in the march for 
mations, and chime in with comed, 
on occasion. In ail, a fairly talent- 
ed troupe. 

Additional material is supplied 
by Pfc. Alan Kohan, Sp 4 Eugene 
T. Simpson and Pvt. John Danser 
who aided in the arrangements for 
the specialty acts, and the costume 
and set designs of Pfc. Robert S. 
Anielo. Sets by James Cavan of 
the West Point staff, and the vocal 
direction by Don Pfost, of the First 
Army entertainment staff, and the 
lighting by Pfc. Andrew F. Mihok 
Jr., contribute to. the general ex- 


’ 0 } 5 sae 





in front of the CCE grandstand 
from Aug. 22 to 30, except Sunday 
when the whole fair shuts down 
for a day. 

Hamid preemed the 1958 show 
personally by introducing a thrill 





Four Lads, Hansen Sisters (2), 
Skytones (2), Albert Rix Bears, 
Kovacs (4), Fay & Bry, Harry & 
Harriett King, Stuart Morgan 
Dancers (3), Tuckers (3), Leo 
DeLyon, Bob Holiday, Rockettes 
(20), Governor General's Foot 
Guards Band (30); GAC-Hamid 
Production, produced by George 
A. Hamid; Lee Barton Evans, man- 
ager; Al: Youngman, music direc- 
tor; Hal Sands, choreographer; 
Glenn Childers, lighting. At the 
Central Canada Erhibition (Lans- 
downe Park), Ottawa, Aug. 22 to 
30, 58 





aerial stint by the Skytones, two 
femmes one trapeze acro on a 
bar dangling from a hovering heli- 
copter. The whirlybirds zoomed 
in from beyond the horizon with 
the girls already in action and 
cruised past the stands as they 
went through their chores 500 feet 
up. Previous bookings had the 
craft less than 200 feet but Can- 
adian regulations sent it up to the 
500-foot level which cramped the 
bit and also eliminated any possi- 
ble recognition of applause by the 
pair of acros. Hamid attempted 
a remedy by asking the customers 
to wave handkerchiefs, but it is 
doubtful if the hovering hangers 
noticed. 

First onstage was emcee-chanter 
Bob Holiday who introduced the 


Continued from page 52 





show's “outer space” theme by gab- 
bing and piping in a space-suit cos- 
tume. He was followed by the first 
of four appearances of the Rock- 
ettes, a 20-girl line showing evi- 
dence of top training and ability. 

Kovacs, three femmes and a 
male, worked a trampoline session 
to big mitting with the bouncing- 
platform taking second place to 
the group’s acro abilities. Fay & 
Bry handled a nine-minute comedy 
panto routine that collected big at- 
tention, hard-working the  tall- 
short contrast between the two- 
some. 

Harry & Harriet King presented 
a clean-cut and able adagio session 


before the Stuart Morgan Dan- 
cers followed in an acro-adagio 
stanza. The Tuckers, two males 


and a femme, were another tram- 
poline act but featured high 
bounces with difficult twists and 
turns plus balancing. 

Canadian nitery and_ television 
stars, the Hansen Sisters, two 
blonde lookers, found their usually 
standout violin dueting mauled by 
the ballpark’s big p.a. system, but 
good staging kept the standard 
nigh. Leo DeLyon’s comedy antics 
fared better over the loudspeakers 
probably because his stint leaned 
heavily on voiced sound-effects. 
With the stage more than 60 feet 
from the front-row seats, his 
facial grimacing counted for little 
but the sound and other sight an- 
tics sold nicely. 

Feature every night (Hansen 
Sisters are the first of a series of 
nightly-changing Canadian televi- 
sion names) are the Four Lads. 
This foursome also suffered from 
weak audio handling. They used 
virtually the same routine they of- 
fer in niteries, consisting mainly 
of disclicks and a medley reprising 
past Lads’ hit tunes. They're bet- 
ter in a room with the customers 
close at hand. 










Currently 


FLAMINGO | 


Las Vegas 


MS 


Business Mgr. 
DON SEAT 
—-——_ | 


CARROLL 
" GORMAN 


Currently 
Aug. 25 to Sept. 28 
ROOSTERTAIL 
Detroit, Mich. 


7810 Harding Ave. 
Miami Beach, Fic. 







G.A.C. 




















“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthiy 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 96th Issue, containing 
stories, one song 
tities, hecklers, audience stuff, mone 








Foreign: 636 Yr—3 Yrs. 680 
Single (ssves $4—Ne C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 




















The DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 
Opening 10th international Tour 





currently 
CHAT NOIR CASINO 
slo, Norway 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr: ED KIRKEBY 
























Ani 


= Howie 


ee ee eee 


Pe en et eee SC Se ee ae Cae ee | 


sonaurte Le 


~» 


ea ae re 





th. eae i. 


s 
” 





Wednesday, August 27, 1958 


VARIETY 


NIGHT CL 


UB REVIEWS 55 





Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Glenn Miller Orch under direc: 
tion of Ray McKinley (17) featur- 
ing Lenny Hembro, Lori Peters; 
Bela Barbi Band (5); $3 cover after 
9:30 p.m. 





Through disk reissues and a bio- 
pic, the Glenn Miller name has 
béen able to hold’on to its b.o. 
magic even though it’s been more 
than a decade since the bandlead- 
er’s wartime disappearance over 
the English Channel. In addition 
to the disk-pic parlay, the Miller 





proportions beneath the neck 
region, more prominently displayed 
by her very low cut evening gown, 
help Berle get yocks as he owl- 
ishly peers down, and then out 
front, and, after her number gets 
her to take repeated bows. Be- 
sides her 42-inch measurement she 
also has a voice which belts out 
“Blues In The Night,” but who lis- 
tened when the watching was good? 

Again when Mitsuko Morigai ap- 
pears to engage in Japanese (?) 
chit-chat with Berle he takes her | 
to the back of the stage for an old | 
but still effective burlesque and | 





longevity has also been helped |night club bit which never will be | 


along by Ray McKinley who’s been | Seen in films or on tv. 


fronting an enthusiastic crew using 
Miller’s book and arrangements. 


The Metropolitan Sextet, mixed 
groups, have a few serious mo- | 


Although the McKinley-fronted | ments when they still the audience | 
band lacks the smooth fiow of the | With well-done bits from opera but 
original Miller sound and fails to|these faded when Berle, in a ridi- 
whip up the musical excitement |culous clown getup, joined to bur- 
that was routine for the band’s | lesque act for top yocks. 


namesake, the familiarity of the 


' 


Goodlooking harmonica virtuoso | 


repertoire and the taste of the old|Stan Fisher shows he is tops in 


orch’s style is enough in evidence | his own right as 
to keep the McKinley menage mov- | longhair alone. 
ing on the in-person circuit and | harmonica to offer 


pull in good biz for the Waldorf’s 
Starlight Roof for its three-weeker 
which began Monday (25). 

There are echoes of the old pres- 
entation show days at the N. Y. 
Paramount in this Starlight Roof 
showcasing but, it’s handled in a 
way that even those who shell out 
the $3 cover can enjoy. And as an 
extra added attraction, the Mc- 
Kinley orch plays “for your danc- 
ing pleasure” fore and aft show- 
time. During these sessions, the 
floor really loads up because the 
band supplies one of the most 
danceable beats around. 

Showtime, a 30-minute- plus 
affair, is best when it concentrates 
on the oldies. An excursion into 
rock ’n’ roll with “I’m In Love 
Again,” could appeal to some of 
the young ‘uns in the crowd who 
are being chaperoned by their par- 
ents but it's not really in the Miller 
mood and just supplies a noisy if 
not appropriate closing. Also a 
segue into a recent platter click, 
“Witchcraft” (with Lori Nelson 
the vocal) seems out of place in 
the overall programming. : 

Music in the Miller manner is 
what the aud wants most and when 
the band concentrates on such 
Miller-memorables as “In The 
Mood,” “Danny Boy,” “American 
Patrol,” “String of Pearls,” “Penn- 
sylvania 6-5000” and “Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo” they’re way ahead of 
the game. 

McKinley is an affable emcee, in- 
troing the numbers in a genial 
manner and he also moves to the 
back of the band now and then to 
show he’s still a dynamic drum- 
beater. Miss Nelson is a pleasant 
thrush who also works solo on 
“Pennies From Heaven” and in 
tandem with McKinley on a so-so 
novelty number, “Go To Sleep,” 
not really necessary but inserted 
for a change of pace. Lenny Ham- 
bro came off for an effective tenor 
sax showcasing on a moody version 
of “Laura.” 

The McKinley crew is spelled by 
Waldorf longtermer Bela Barbi. 
With piano, drums, bass and two 
fiddles an easy dance beat is deliv- 
ered and the band also knows how 
to make the celebrating tablers 
happy with appropriate renditions 
of “Anniversary Waltz” and “Hap- 
py Birthday.” Gros. 


500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 23. 
Milton Berle, Stan Fisher, Jac- 
queline Fontaine, The Dunhills (3), 
Metropolitan Sextet, Bobby Brandt, 
Mitsuko Morigai, Jack Curtis, Joe 
Frasetto and the Pete Miller Orch 
(14); $5 minimum, $2 admission. 





This is Milton Berle’s first time 
out in Paul (Skinny) D’Amato’s big 
Vermillion Room and it takes his 
opening night audience a short few 
minutes to conclude that Berle of 
the saloon league is in the same 
top class as, if not a bit classier 
than, the Berle of the airwaves. 

Unimpeded by the thought of 
having switches pulled by reason 
of lines which could not be used 
on tv but are to be expected in the 
bistro circuit, Berle lets himself 

o and his stuff, most of it cafe 

lue, is good for plenty of yocks 
from a crowd which packed every 
corner of the room. 

Berle is never offensive in his 
drive to make everybody happy, 
and his mild indigoisms are always 
of a socko variety. Strongly sup- 
ported by such as the Dunhills, 
Stan Fisher, the Metropolitan Sex- 
tet, voluptuous Jacqueline Fon- 
taine, Bobby Brandt and Mitsuko 
Morigai, (Miss Tokyo in the Miss 
Universe Contest), he gives 
knockdown 75-minute show. 


! 





| 


| 


| 


a| town Strutters Ball” 


he plays pops and | 
Comic joins with | 
a laff version of 
“Night and Day.” Fisher good for 
heavy mitting and repeated calls. 

Dunhills are old faves here and | 
their neat hoofing is well received | 
with Berle joining to prove that he 
has not forgotten the old softshoe. 

Bobby Brandt proves himself a | 
nice tapster to open the show. Neat | 
dancing plus acrobatics win him | 
good mitt. Wall: 


El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 20. 

Joe E. Lewis, Ann Hathaway, 
Candy Barr, Barry Ashton Dancers 
(12), Dick Rice Orch (11); pro- 
duced by Tom Douglas; presented 
by Beldon Katleman; $3 minimum. 
*s 

After a delayed start because of 
surgery, Joe E. Lewis has returned 
to the Opera House, where he will 
do the final two weeks of a skedded 
five-framer. (The Vagabonds pinch- 
hit for the first three). 

Lewis is in fine form, and first- | 
nighters gave sock reaction to his | 
turn, which contains mostly new | 
material he rehearsed while con- 
valescing. — gags and paro-| 
dies include bits about television, | 
the Russians and his trip to. the! 
moon (“I owe my bookie 20 grand 
—he’ll never find me here!”’). As 
usual, pianist Austin Mack is the | 
ideal teammate for the post-timer. | 

Ann Hathaway, songtress on the | 
bill, is highly impressive in her 
Vegas bow. The shapely brunette | 
looker has a commanding style and | 
quite capably sells a song with 
either belting (“Running Wild”) or 
emotion (“Love for Sale’). Her | 
version of “Stormy Weather” is 
exceptionally good, and has an 
unusual arrangement. 

Candy Barr, the stripper, is held 
over with some new and exciting 
undulating, but because of the con- 
troversy here about nudity, she 
leaves on the bra until the black- 
out. The Barry Ashton dancers 
(12) were also covered on opening 
night, but the covers were rather 
transparent. Dick Rice’s orch (11) 
expertly backs the show. Duke. 
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Statler Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Wilder Bros. (3), Del Rubio 
Triplets, Skinnay Ennis Orch (12); 
$2 cover. 





What with the three Wilder Bros. 
and the Del Rubio sisters on deck, 
it’s a family affair in the Terrace 
Rceom of the Statler Hilton Hotel. 
While each is a good act, it’s highly 
doubtful that there is sufficient 
name draw to bait the tourists or 
conventioneers who usually take in 
this downtown spot. Once the cus- 
tomers are in, they'll probably be 
satisfied with the fast-moving, 50- 
minute show, but luring them in is 
going to be the big problem for 
the Statler. 

Booking two singing acts back- 
to-back, even though one (Wilder) 
indulges in comedics, too, doesn't 
make for much change in pace. 
The Wilder trio click with their 
Capitol disk, “Up Lazy River,” a 
satirical “Hound Dog,” and clown 
it cleverly with “Old Black Magic,” 
a spoof on the old Rhythm Boys, 
and impressions of Liberace, Pru- 
dence Patience, Nat King Cole 
and Mario Lanza, among others, 
Trio are good, solid entertainers 
and packed a lot into their 25- 
minute turn. } 

As for the Del Rubio clan, they | 
register strongly with a variety of | 
numbers, ranging from r&r to 
Latin-American melodics. They are 
especially good with a medley of | 
pops and_ standards, in their) 





Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jules Podell presentation with 
Jill Corey (Jerry Alters conduct- 
ing), Gene Baylos, Bev & Jack 
Palmer, Doug Coudy Line, Lou 
Donn & Moses Pagan Orchs; $5.50 | 
minimum. 





It’s been a long, hard summer for 
the Copacabana, but now that it’s 
in its last stages, proprietor Jules 
Podell can breathe easier. After 
this bill comes Joe E. Lewis and 
with it the official opening of the 
nightclub season in New York. 

The present layout is, naturally, 


|an interim bill—not designed par- 


ticulariy for a boxoffice bonanza, 
but to hold its own, and it prob- 
ably will. The headliners are Jill 
Corey and Gene Baylos with Bev- 
erly & Jack Palmer supplying the 
dance motif to start the proceed- 
ings. 

Miss Corey, a former occupant 
of the “Hit Parade” show and who 
has made a small splash via her 
Columbia recordings, is a pleasant 
enough girl who comes out well with 
her audiences. At this stage in her 
development, she’s been brought 
into the Copa much too soon. Al- 
though her techniques are good, 
her material has been slickly pre- 
pared by Irvin Graham, and her 
coutouriering is first rate, she 
doesn’t carry the weight and au- 


thority necessary in this situation. | 
(12); $3 minimum. 


Miss Corey seemingly does an 
impossible feat in divorcing her- 
self from her material. Her own 
personality and teelings never in- 
trude in her floorstint and it leaves 
a terrible void. Her tunes are gen- 


erally in the standard vein which | 
requires a lot of individualistic in- | 


terpretation. 


Gene Baylos is one of the vet | her 
comics who has played virtually | asides. 


every spot in New York—and 
probably with the same material. 
Yet he’s as potent a laugh getter 
as there is in the craft, and the 


|ler adds a new bit of 


dance steps—Charleston, Black Bot- 
tom, Jitterbug, ete.—to the mod- 
ern, Bolger has solid audience 
hold. His spoof on the Latin steps 
wins heavy approval. And his “Tea 


For Two” rates more than en- 
thusiastic mitts. 
On the femme side, Barbara Hel- 


“it’s differ- 
ent” to the turn. Her impreshes 
of Sammy Davis Jr., La Bankhead, 
and Roberta Sherwood are near 
classic. And her timing with Bol- 
ger is near perfected. 

Rating out-loud approval in a 
te.p offering with Bolger is Muriel 
Landers, roiund, talented and de- 
lightful. On his pantomimes, Bol- 
ger is top league in his “Lily St. 
Sincere” takeoff and his Sad Sack 
manual of arms variation. Bolger 
exils to nostalgic tribute to the 
great terpers of yesteryear, with 
good ovation. 

Opening show are the Skvlets in 


a .‘Lady Luck” production - by 
Healey-Howe. Choreog is interest- 
ing, costuming is smart Eddie 


Fiizpatrick and orch ably back en- 
tire show, with Russ Black at piano 
and conducting for the package. 
Show closes Sept. 3. Long. 


Hotel Roosevelt. N. @. 
New, Orleans, Aug. 22. 
Dorothy Shay, The Farrars (3), 
Bobby Blanque, Leon Kelner Orch 





Seymour Weiss’ latest foray into 
the realm of new faces for the Blue | 
Room of the Roosevelt has paid | 
off again. This time it’s Dorothy | 
Shay, who’s debuting in the plush | 
spot. Miss Shay made quite an im- 
pression on the firstnighters with | 
warbling, throwaways and | 


The bucolic sophisticate is an at- 


| tractive charmer who holds an au- | 


dience with ease once she gets go- | 
ing. Her recitations on love de- 


lines, long familiar to the hep |jivered in minor melodies are live- | 


audiences, bring howls. That guy 
could go very far with some suit- 
able new material. 

Beverly & Jack Palmer provide 


a good warmup. This dance duo | click, Miss Shay opens with a rural 


show good overhead spins and 


graceful dance passages in between | 


their tricks. They go over well. 
The production by Doug Coudy 
still holds up well. Jerry Alters 


conducts the Lou Donn orch for | 
Miss Corey and the Latin relief is 


'House Blues” and “Efficiency” for | 


by Moses Pagan. Jose. 


| ly, 
} 


| 
} 


choice and well-calculated for 
laugh returns. 

Half-hour stint with Richard | 
Emmons at piano is an all-around | 


“Doing All Right,” socks over} 
“You Gotta Have Charm,” “Stout- 


| hearted Men,” “Uncle Fud” and a| 
they love it. There is nothing par- 


parody on “Carmen,” and encores | 
with “Feudin’, Fussin’ 'n’ Fightin’,” | 
“Whatever Happened To The Man 


Who Used To Be Around The | 


'top returns. In the latter bit. chirp | 


Eden Roc. Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Aug. 22. 
Mel Torme, Fisher & Marks, 
Jackie Heller, Mal Malkin Orch; | 
$3.50-$4.50 minimum. 





All-male lineup on hand in the! 
Cafe Pompeii is a crowd-pleaser at 
this time of year when there's a 
mixture of cosmopolites and corn- 
belters around town. 

Mel Torme hasn’t been seen 
hereabouts for several years and, 
on basis of impact he’s making this 
trip, is one of the most improved 
performers to make a return. He 
works with an easy, confident de- 
livery that sets him winging. Han- 
dles the upbeat and the romantic 
softies in equally facile, full vocal 
style, tops matters with medley at 
the piano and for the encore seg- 
ment gets them pounding for more 
with a zesty skinbeating session 
accompanied by the expert Mal 
Malkin crew. 

Fisher & Marks are another act 
that played the area some years 
ago, at the old Five O'Clock club. 
They too make it big with their 
heckler-in-aud opener and dialog 
tossing when the round little fun- 
nyman of the team finally takes 
to the stage. Material is of a fa- 








miliar strain and something of the 
new, but ease of mannen, delivery | 
and timing gets the laugh rise | 
where needed in this big room, to 
wind them smoothly into hoofing | 
sesh that caps a warmly received | 
turn. 
Jackie Heller tees off with a' 
brace of solid songs and emcees 
capably; Malkin and his crew are 
big items in the heavy musical | 
backings. Due end of week, Allen 
& DeWood and the Playmates. 
Lary. 





Mapes Skyroom, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 22. 
Ray Bolger, Barbara Heller, Mu- | 
riel Landers, Skylets (8), Eddie 
Fitzpatrick Orch (12), $3 mini- 
mum, 





Ray Bolger ignores the altitude | 
—and in more than a full hour on- 
stage—proves veteran showman- | 


plucks youngster from ringside to | 
mime her motions for solid finale. | 

Miss Shay supplements her as- 
sorted ingredients with an earth- 
iness that scores with patrons. She 
has a delightful manner of toying 
with a lyric, casting asides and mut- 
tering to the ringsiders to pro- | 
duce yocks. 

The Farrars, dance trio composed 
of two attractive femmes and a 
husky male, open the show. They 


| present a variety of ballroom turns 


simultaneously and do them ex- 
pertly with charm, grace and zest. 
The male handles the lifts, spins 
and whirls with the girls effort- 
lessly and with skill. They're 
polished performers. 

Singer Bobby Blanque continues 
to make a nice impression with his | 
pleasant, easy vocal style. The | 
Kelner crew gives acts backing and | 
supplies smooth, danceable music | 
for the intermissions during which | 
tableholders flock to the =. 

tuz. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 21. 
Tito Guizar, Don McGrane Orch; 
$2.50 minimum, . 


| 
Hotel Radisson, Mpls. | 





Tito Guizar, of course. has been 
around a long time. This is his 10th 


| Twin Cities’ appearance (six in this 


swanky Flame Room where he’s a} 
top favorite), but age and famil- 
iarity don't seem to have made any 
inroads on his entertaining ability , 
and local welcome. In fact, they | 
seem to have enhanced them. 

At his current engagement’s | 
opening dinner show before well- | 
filled tables, he evoked his usual 
heavy palm-pounding response. 
Displaying an amazing amount of 
enthusiam, zest and dramatic fire 
along with excellence of voice, he 
had the customers in his hands 
from the outset. 

Guizar, who impresses as having 
imbibed from a fountain of youth, 
again makes a colorful appearance 
and cuts a romantic figure in his 
dazzling white spangl authentic 
Mexican charro attire and, of 
course, strums his guitar while he 
warbles. And he graciously re- 
sponds to numerous requests dur- 


French lingoed version of “Dark- | ship in a dance and comedy routine | ing a routine of Mexican standbys 


terrific worker, he is out front lot of bounce and energy, and does it with minimum of effort. 


most of the time. 


Berle clowns with the customers | tagious zest and spirit. 


the orch, waiters and busboys. 


punch their tunes over with a con- | 


In a fast-paced turn that would | 


and “Man Is | staged to please all tastes in this | and a few hit parade numbers pep- 
A/a Necessary Evil.” They have a top-of-the town show spot. And he 


red with friendly conversation 
Clewiat songs. He frequently has 
tablesitters joining him in vocal- 


‘defeat some of the younger set,| izing. Result is a lively, preasant 


Skinnay Ennis and his orch (12) | Bolger turns in a command per- | interlude. 


There are few serious moments and | are good at their musical back- | formance in his Skyroom debut— | 


he never misses a chance to get 


yoek, no-matter at.whose .expense. | ing terp music. Show. is. booked | 
At point is‘the appearance of | in for two Weeks, t! paugh* t, & 
Miss Fontaine whose generous were lhe ~ 








Don McGrane and his orch score 


a | stopping for the acts and at provid-| and auditors offer positive en-| equally with their stints. Guizar 
dorsement ‘from the first note of his 
trade bit “Amy.” ° 

Frdm impreshes of the older’ 


cantinues through Sept, 3, after 
w ich eee Tse Denise Lor takes | 
over. 


' Bothered, 


| begged 
| offers “My Kind of Guy,” “Sum- 


| Standup comics’ styles, 
| plus his huge audience rapport, is 


s+ e=" = =Reey, ~~ 


Diamond B’ch, Wildw’d 
Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 22. 

Henny Youngman, Frank Verna, 

Judy Scott, Ann Henry, Daisy Mae 

& Her Hepcats (5), Three Cleffs, 


| Charlie Spivak orch (10); no cover 


or minimum; $1 admission, 

It's the first Wildwood appear- 
ance for Henny Youngman and the 
welcome mat is out. With a twinkle 
in his eye, a violin in his arms and 
an endless supply of breezy one- 
jiners, Youngman pleases the audi- 


,;ence in every way. 


Goodlooking singer Frank Verna 
pays a quick return engagement 
and scores handily with “Sugar 
Lump,” “Amorada,” “Lazy Mary,” 
“Return to Me,” “As I Live and 
Breathe” and “Midnight in Paris.” 

Intreduced as Jerry Lewis’ pro- 
tege, Judy Scott is dsplaved at 
her best on the pops songs. Her hit 
number is an animated “Honey- 
bun.” She also offers “It’s Love,” 
“I'm Nobody's Baby,” “Bewitched, 
Bewildered” and “I 
Never Knew.” 

Resounding hit of the summer 
is house singer Ann Henry. Com- 
ing on cold to audiences that never 
heard her name, the singer has 
off at every show. She 


mertime.” “Birth of the Blues” and 
“Sing, You Sinners.” She jazzes 
up every song with dance inter- 
ludes to win unflagging audience 
interest. Math. 





————— 


hungry i, San Franciseo 


_ San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

'rwin Corey, Kingston Trio, 
Jeannie Johnson, John Mosher, 
Shelly Robin; $2 admission. 

The enormously polished “Pro- 
fessor” Irwin Corey and the fast- 
rising Kingston Trio combine to 
furnish a show which is filling this 
Big Daddy of the Frisco basement 
bistros to capacity nightly. 

Corey's 40-minute act is a jumble 
of fine pantomime, neurotic non- 
Sequiturs, dangling comparatives 
and unsurpassed timing. He is a 


| sad. jittle, baggy-pants comic with 


all the gall in the world. In varying 
Oxford, Brooklyn and French ac- 
cents he cows his audience, and 


ticularly fresh about his material 
— it’s like almost all comedy, some- 
thing new, something old, some- 
thing borrowed, something stolen. 
But it is his style, his sure pro- 
fessional grasp, which makes him 
such a big click. The style is a 
sort of nightmare amalgam of all 
xnd_ this, 


what packs ‘em into the hungry I. 
_Kingston Trio— Dave Guard, 
Nick Reynolds and Bob Shane— 


| provides welcome musical relief in 
| 20-minute stint. Trio uses guitars, 
| banjo, drums, does numbers like 


“Three Jolly Coachmen,” “South 
Coast,” “When It’s Heartache,” 
“On the Sloop John B.,” but, unlike 
most folk groups, doesn’t take any 
of this too seriously, Guard pro- 
vides excellent light patter between 
numbers and music is tops, espe- 
cially “South Coast” with Rey- 
nolds’ solo 

Jeannie Johnson opens 75-minute 
show with standards and pianist 
Shelly Robin and bassist John 
Mosher accompany admirably. 

Stef. 


Adolphus Hotel, Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 23. 
Don Cornell, Joe Reichman Orch 
(1); $1.50-$2 cover. 





Don Corneli, who starred here 
two years ago at another hostel, 
does a near repeat of the earlier 


|stint in a satisfactory 45-minute 


show. Again he belts (and finally 
admits they’re his Coral waxings) 
“I'm Yours,” “Hold My Hand,” 
“Bible Tells Me So” and “It Isn't 
Fair.” Baritone scores heavily 
with these w.k. bits and likewise 
with his “Size 12” segment, abetted 
by a lovely lady from ringside 
who proved a perfect foil at open- 
ing (22). 
Cornell's hefty 


reception is 


‘abetted by new bits, “Around the 


World,” “Love Is Many Splendored 
Thing” and the hot hit, “Nel Blu 
Dipinto Di Blu.” Sock vocal is 
“Autumn Leaves,” backed onstage 
by violinist Bill Tieber of the 
house band. Singer gets maestro 


| Joe Reichman on for a comic vocal 


duet of “Heart of My Heart” for 
solid mitting. After the oldie, 
“For You,” he winds his act playing 
guitar accomp to “Rock Islan 
Line” and has to beg off. 

Cornell reopened the Centu 
Room after an eight-week remodel- 
ing program, and should draw beff 
biz in his fortnight here. Swank 
nitery has removed all booths 
around the walls and terraced the 
spot to increase normal seating 
capacity from 295 to 325 Also, 
the raised dance floor has been 
dropped to floor level, with a slid- 
ing stage (from under the podium) 


‘out over the dance deck at show- 


time. Tt’s'a° plush spot,-and bent 
On’ A6ihy "good "business? * * “Bark: -° 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 27 


Numerais in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show. 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall 28 Corps de Ballet 
Gaston — | Rockettes 
Fileen O'Dare 
Raphael & Model | 8. Paige Ore, 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Horrie Dargie 5 
Tivoli Billy Baxter 
Merry Macs Najas 


Susanne & Escorts 
Max & Cherie 
Arnley & Gloria 
Terry Scanlon 
M & S Davis 
Simone Monin 
Margo Glancy 
Kuban Cossack Co. 
John Broadway 
Sally Richardson 
June Burke 
Norman Yemm 
Deidre Green 
SYDNEY 
Tivoli 
Rolly Rol's 


Alcettys 
Dorothy Costello 


Rae Morgan 
NEW ZEALAND 
Regent 
Larry Griswold 
Johnny Lockwood 
Goer Berryer 


nd 
Barton & Stuchb'r’y 
Edit Juhasz 





Douglas & Priscilla | Frank Ward 
BRITAIN 
BRIGHTON Peter Quinton 
Hippodrome GLASGOW 
Frankie Vaughan Empire 
Jimmy Wheeler Dickie Valentine 
Fayne & Evans S & R Russell 
Elizabeth Laraer David Berglas 
Fraser Hayes 4 Valdettes 
Ron Parry Johnny Silver 
N & P Delrina erre 
Uge Frediani Roy Castel 
Murray Campbell 
Geerge Mitchell Co. Leeos 
George Carden Uo. Empire 
BIRMINGHAM Jill Day 
Hippedrome McAndrews & Mills 
Shirley Bassey in Diagora 
2 Martinis 
Jones & Arnold Granadas 
2 Rosinas Jil Summers 
Metronotes Peter Le = 4 
Allen & Albee Sis LIVERPOOL 
Winters & Fielding Empire 
Billy O’Sullivan Eddie Calvert 
FINSBURY PARK | Arthur Worsley 
Empire Karina & Rosandro 
Carroll Levis ndonairs 


3 Quarters 
Mandos Sis 
Davy Kaye 
Carals 


Barbara Law 
Rondart 


Jimmy Gay 
Jackie German 








Cabaret Bills 


El Cortez 
Dubonnet Trio 
Don Ba - 


Candy Barr 

Barry Ashton Dners 

Dick Rice Orch 

Flamingo 

Ritz Bros. 

Dolores Hawkins 

Don Kirk 

Flamingoettes 

Jack G@athcart Ore 

Dick Contine 
Fremont H 


Turk Murphy 
Ish Kabibble 


Red Skelton 
Ann Mason 
Double Daters 
Dorothy Dorben 


neers 
Shecky Greene 
Billy Williams 
Ray Sinatra Ore 


hare 
Betty Hutton 
Saharem Dancers 
Louis Basil Ore 
Louis Prima— 


Americana 


Ba'moral 
Charlie Farrell 
Billy Mitchell 
Mickey Gentile 
Jose Curbelo Ore 

Carillion 
Carmen Amaya Co. 
Dick Sterling 
Jacques Donnet Ore 

Deauville 
Los Churumbeles 
Jose Fernandes 
Mirivi Ruiz 











NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
Shain Kophin 
Nichols & May 
Randy Sparks 
Jimmy Lyon 3 
Bart Howard 

Chateau Madrid 
Laureanne Lemay 
Marques & Alva 
Ralph Font Ore 
Panchite Ore 
Candi Cortez 

Copacabana 
Jill Corey 
Gene Baylos 
Bev & Jack Palmer 
Joni Roth 
Ronnie Hall 
Downstairs Room 
Alice Ghostley 
Don Evans 

No. 1 Fifth Ave. 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Joan Bishop 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Lenny Herman 
Bill Snyder 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Roberta Sherwood 
Corbett Monica 


St. Leon Troupe 
Gena yo? 


Ma e 
Queti Clavejo 


Mabelle Mercer 
Savoy Hilton 
Emile Petti Ore 


vi 
Belle Carroll 
Tex Fietcher 
Flash Mason 
Karen Thorsell 
Mickey O’Malley 
Bobby Meyers Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Morgana King 
Sam Most 4 
Horace Silver 4 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Glenn Miller Orc 
Ray McKinley 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Bela Babai Ore 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Sam Cooke 
Allen Drake 
Joe Parnetio (3) 

Bive Anael 
Osborne Smith 
Anita Del Rio 
Amo Astra 
Ann Shelton 
Dane Beaumont 
Lord Christo 

Bive Note 
Lienel Hampton 

Cher Paree 
Jack Barry 
Nick Noble 
Betty Colby 
Doris Greb 
Lotti Brunn 
Jim Shelton 
Geo. Cook Orc. 
Chez Adorables (9) 

Cloister Inn 
Lenny Bruce 


{ Luriean Hunter 
Ramsey Lewis Trio 
Conrad Hilton 
Glenn & Coleen 
Menchassys 

Gate of Horn 
Stan Wilson 
Juan Sastre 
Maria Alba 
Jose Marques 
Chinin de _ 


Paimer House 
George Gobet 
Marilyn Hanold 
Ben Arden Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Avant Garde 
Jeri Southern 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
Dave Ketchum 

Band Box 
Billy Gray 
Paiti Moore 
Ben Lessy 
Leo Diamond 
Bert Gordon 
Bob Bailey's ore 

Ben B.ve's 
Ben Blue 
Buddy Lester 
Sammy Wolf 
Joan Kayne 
Dick Bernie 
Joy Lane 
Richard Cannon 
Phyllis Applegate 
Ivan Lane Ore 

Cocoanut Grove 
Liberace & Co. 
Freddie Martin Ore 

Crescendo 
Frances Faye 
Jack Costanzo 


gle & Man 
Joe Castro Trio 
Largo 
The Novelites 
George DeCarl Orc 
Fay DeWitt 
Moulin Rouge 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Dave Barry 
Dorn Arden Revue 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Slate Bros. 
Dick Havilland 
Duke Hazlett 
Terry Gibbs Quart. 
Statler Hote! 
The Wilder Bros. 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Ye Little Club 
Nino Tempo 
Christine Callas 
Joe Felix 


Roger Nichols 





LAS VEGAS 


Desert tun 
Jimmy Durante 
Eddie Jackson 
Sonny King 
Art Johnson 
Donn Arden Dners 
Cariten Haves Ore 


Dunes 
“Minsky's |! ollies 
of 1959"" 


Low Costeve . 


Chiquita & Johnson 
Fredonias 

Chili Pe>oer 

Vera Vera 

Jack Hilliard 
Sharon Randall 
oarbara Evko 
Murray br sco 

Sid Fietc. 

Vickie Denas 





, Cee Davitisom Ore - 


Mario Rey 

| Joselito Cruz 

| Freddy Calo Ore 

| Eden Roc 

| Mel Torme 

| Fisher & Marks 
Jackie Heller 

Mal Malkin Ore 
Sonny Kendis Ore 


Caort 
Sheila Reynolds 
Mitsuoko & Roberto 
Miguel Herrero 
Somavilla Ore 
Calvet Ore 

Hilton 
Los Romeros 
Paul Lombard 
Estelita 
J. Moreno Ore 
Fajardo Orc 

Nacional 
Celeste Mendoza 
Gina Romand 
Manolo Torrente 
Ana y Julio 
Monica Castell 
Manteca 
Dancing Waters 


440 Club 
Larry Winters 
Geneva Valare 
Leonard Dixon 

Blackhawk 
Cal Tjader 

Easy Street 
Turk Murphy 

Fack’s 
Joan Murray 
Mel Young 
Skit Stanley 
Tommy Conine 
Fairmont Hotel 
Tony Bennett 
E. Heckscher Ore 
90's 


ay 
Bee, Ray & Ray K. 
Gomar 
Jack Farrell 
Joy Healy Dncrs 6 


Twan Trines 
Novel Lords 
Herrah’s Club 


W. Osborne Ore. 
Deedy and Bill 
Don, Dick and Jim 
Harrah's Club 
Mickey Rooney 
Jerry Colonna 
Bachelors 








Keeley Smith 
Beachcombers with 
Natalie 
Sonny King 
Sands 


Louis Armstrong 

Marguerite Piazza 

Texas Copa Girls 

Antonio Morelli Orc 
? 


Showpoa 
Shirley Scott 
Garr Nelson 
Showboat Girls 
Vie Artese Ore 

Silver slipper 

Hank Henry 
Sally Rand 
Barbary Coast Boys 
Sparky Kaye 
Red Marshall 
Danny Jacobs 
Annie Maloney 
Geo. Redman Ore 

Stardust 
Lido De Paris 
“Ces’'t Magnifique” 
Billy Daniels 
Happy Jesters 
Wingy Manone 

T cana 
Caro! Channing 
Noonan & Marshal! 
Elaine Dunn 
George Tapps 
Lizanne Truex 
Mary Ellen 
D Williams Singers 
Nat Brandwynne 

Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Luis Varona Ore 
Fontainebleau 
Ballet Espanol 


Rosario Galan 
Rosarie Escudero 
Marai Fabeegas 
Pepe Segundo 
Ana Mercedes 
Murray Schlamm 
Sacasas Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 


ucerne 
Havana Mardi Gras 
Diosa Costelio 


Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler Ore 
Murray Franklin's 
Murray Franklin 
Kay Carroll 
Herkie Styles 
Bob Sennett 
George Karelli 
Eddie Bernard 


HAVANA 


W. Reves Ore 
Riviera 
Carmen Amaya 
Felix Guerrero Ore 
Casino Playa Orc. 
Sans Souci 
Sonny Block 
Coralairs 
Gloria Rolando 
Victor Alverez 
La Serie Ore 
Ortega Orc 
Tropicane 
Liusa Fernanda 
Henry Boyer 
Blanquita Varela 
Daniel Riolobos 
Tropicana Ballet 
S Suarez Orq 
Romeu Org 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wally Rose Ore 
Hangover 
Earl Fatha Hines 

Ore 
Muggsy Spanier 
Joe Sullivan 
Hungry |! 
Irwin Corey - 
Kingston 3 
Jeanne Johnson 
Jazz Workshop 
Mastersounds 
On the Levee 
Kid Ory Orc 
Purple Onion 
Phyllis Diller 
Ronnie Schell 
Betty Wilson 
365 Club 
Ming & Ling 
Moro-Landis Ders 
Bill Weir Orc 


RENO 
Golden Townaires 
Freddie Bell Windsors 
Joaquin Garay Strollers 
Peggy Taylor Noblemen 
Celebrities Signatures 
Harolds Club Mape 
Jo Ann Miller Ray Bolger 


Barbara Heller 
Muriel Landers 
Skylets 





Joe Newman E Fitzpatrick Ore. 
Denis & Rogers Riverside 
Kings IV Lilo 
Lawrence & Elliott | Chase & Mitchell 
Shari Long Billy Reilly 
* Holiday Starlets 
Nick Lucas Bill) Clifford Ore 
Gaylords Bob Braman 3 
LAKE TAHOE 
Cal-Neva — , , 
Sourtney Ore 
Tony Martin Neveda Ledee 
Gallions Carl Ravazza 
Geo. Gobel Victor Vincent 


Frank Moore Four 
Wagon Wheel 

Frank Moore 

Bob Braman 

Meri Ellen 

Sylvia Greer 





Knockabouts 





Aquarama at Topsfield 

Topsfield, Mass., Aug. 26. 
Danny White’s Aquarama is in 
as the grandstand attraction at 
Vopsfield Fair opening Sunday (31) 
for week stand. The Boston-based 
show is to play at $1 admission, 
two shows a day, 14 for the week. 
Last year, the same attraction 
grocsed $18,000 for the week. Show 





Fair. 


SAMMY DAVIS’ STOPOVER 

Denver, Aug. 26. 
Sammy Davis Jr. was in Denver 
Sunday (24) enroute from New 
York to the West Coast. He per- 
formed at the American Medical 
Center’s benefit dinner in the Cos- 
, mopolifan Hotel. Also on the pro- 


gram was Congressman James 
| Roosevelt of California. 
Center researches and treats 











House Reviews 


| 

| 

| Empire, Glasgow 

Glasgow, Aug. 14. 

Marty Wilde & His Wildcats (4), 

Nancy Whiskey (Freddie Harper 

at piano), Clifford Stanton, Two 

| Peters, Speedcats (4), Connor & 

Drake, Georgette, Dorothy Reid, 

Bobby Dowds Orch. 


Marty Wilde, 19-year-old British 
rock’n’roller, is yet another in the 
monotonous line of writhing young 
singers headlining at this ace 
|vaudery. Lineup has few genuine 

vaude acts worthy of the name, 
and is of a quality that will even- 
; tually kill vaude in the U.K. if 
|show biz toppers aren't more 





selective. 
| Wilde himself brings squeals and 
, yells from teenagers in the gal- 
jlery, but his act is lost on more 
| adult customers. Many of his songs 
are indistinct. A sign of the times 
|is his decision to place a ballad or 
| two among the noisy numbers. 

| Nancy Whiskey pleases with a 
|modest song act, with Freddie 
|Harper at the ivories. Chirper, 
| originally a local lass, winds first- 
half of layout to sympathetic reac- 
tion from small audience at show 
caught. 

Two Peters, male and female 
team, is probably best act on the 
bill. Expert balancing brings 
strong mitting, 


leap on hands rouses gasps. Clif- 


ford Stanton’s impressions range | 
through Sir Winston Churchill to} 


| Toulouse-Lautrec, and are pol- 


ished. Connor & Drake are out-| 


dated comedy twosome who ran 
danger of being whistled off-stage 
at show caught. Dorothy Reid 
isqueezes her accordion in Scot 
tunes as opener. 

The Speedcats, two males and 
two femmes, offer high-speed acro 
routine, including a comedy mock 
quarrel among themselves. Novelty 
item is by Georgette, a wire- 
walker, whose forced sexiness 
brings some noisy interruptions. 
Her oldtime fash.on rqytine is 
good, and she has offbeat appeal. 
Bobby Dowds house orch show- 
backs okay. Gord. 


Empress, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Aug. 21. 
Connie Francis, Dallas Poys (5), 
Fran Dowie & Candy Kane, Gran- 
ville Taylor & Valerie, Gaby Gros- 
setto, Barbour & Billie, Dennis 
Bros. (2), Bobby Dowds Orch. 





Connie Francis, U.S. singer, tops 
this lightweight layout on her first 
and only vaude week in U.K. 
Singer registers pleasantly, and 
garners warm 
smallish attendance at 
show caught. 
+“Sorry 1 Made 
switches to hand-clapping spiritual 
“Wonderful Time Up There,” and 
'segues with package of oldies, in- 
| cluding “I'll Get By,” “Melancholy 
Baby,” “Beginning to See the 
Light” and “I Cried for You.” 

Distaffer’s change of tune is 
dramatic. She gives out, f'rin- 
stance, wif.i her only rock number 
“Stupid Cupid,” and follows, in 
|subdued lighting, with “When 
| You're Far From Home.” Later, 
she warbles the Max Bygraves tune 
“You Need Hands,” and follows 
| false exit with her hit tune “Who's 
Sorry Now?” She winds strongly 


opening 


with “He's Got The World in His | 


|Hands.” Femme, petite and bru- 
}nette, is prettily garbed. Addi- 
| tional quota of gaiety would hypo 


jappeal of act, however. As is, 
'chirper scores with essential sim- 
| plicity. 


Dennis Ringrowe batons the resi- 
dent oreh for U. S. singer’s act. 
The Five Dallas Boys are lively 


rhythm merchants in song and in-| 


|strumentalism, and score with 
“Big Man,” “Lonesome Traveler,” 
“Dreamboat” and “Book of Love.” 
Quintet has improved by leaps 
since their last time around, and 
merits attention. 

Barbour & Billie dance skilfully, 
male scoring on high stilts. Dennis 
Bros. are okay opening dance duo. 
Granville Taylor, assisted by part- 
ner Valerie, dispenses drinks in 
cocktail-bar magic, and Gaby 
Grossetto juggles conventionally. 
Fran Dowie & Candy Kane offer 
|their w.k. comedy crosstalk in 
travesty of Western style, and 


lsingle act in comedy 7orm. 


cancer and respiratory sufferers. p Pemiainctitons, Miami Beach 


and male’s final) 


mitting despite | 


Opens quietly with | 
You Cry,” then 
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ROBERTO IGLESIAS & BALLET 
ESPANOL (16) 

| Dance, Song 

| 90 Mins. 


This is first nitery appearance 
|}in a stateside cafe for Roberto 
| Iglesias and his talented troupe, 
but they've played U.S. concert. 
| Moving this many-peopled bal- 
let-styled offering into class bistros 
is a good idea for its novelty alone, 
albeit the run of clubs or cafes 
with large enough layouts to ac- 
commodate the set-piece and trav- 
eller-curtained staging might be 
limited. It’s also strictly for areas 
| where there’s an audience that’ll 
|go for a Latin ballet in a night! 
| club. In the posh La Ronde of this 
| biggery, they're a hit. A 90-minute 
|elick rundown of authentic fla- 
menco, pase doble, zapestado and 
other forms of the gypsy-Spanish- 
Galician song and classie dances 
comes off to sustained plaudits 
from the crowds. Worthy of note is | 
booking of the company for a two- 
week run, where narmal summer 
policy here is for a one-week stand 
for a package. The thinking was 
smart—the fine work of the troupe 
is strictly a word-of-mouth, build- 





ing biz. 
Iglesias and his group work 
throughout with authenticity. 


There’s no trace of the flamboyant, 
more commercialized forms of the 
flamenco and other Latin dance 
excerpts in their patternings. | 
Withal, it remains colorful, a bal-| 
anced blend that keeps interest) 
mounting throughout. The 11 num- | 
bers contained are ~!!!ed from vari- | 
| ous sectors of Sp: “hoice items: | 
| Iglesias and Rosa “alan, a trim, } 
fiery little senorita in a gypsy love 
dance interp; Ana Mercedes in a; 
solo spot, almost stealing the pro- 
ceedings with an Andalusian ance | 
to soft, and beautifully worked out | 
self-accomp on castanets, with 
fine assist from Marina Alonzo. 
who rates bows for her overall 
piano guidance of the troupe. 

Vocal end is in same class of the 
expert dance offerings with Pepe 
Segundo playing an integral part 
in several numbers, notably in a 
|gypsv love poem interp' with 
Iglesias and Rosario Galan. Maria 
Fabregas takes on the contralto! 
solos and backgrounds in excellent 
manner. Troupe of 16 works out 
exciting and colorful Galician folk 
| dance and a sock finale—a “jota 
ansotana” that takes on ritual over- 
tones in a procession theme that 
bears not of religions fervor. It’s 
also distinctively costumed in the 
custom of the region, from which 
the whole is taken, and winds the 
company into thunderous palm 
pavoff. 

Iglesias is the star throughout. 
His solos, tandem and group leads 
svark the overall air of authen- 
ticitv. 
| The La Ronde stage was re- 
worked for the offering, with 
| Sacasas and his fine orch moved 
to the side of the room to accomp 
ably for the engagement. Any svot 
|contemplating booking of _ the 
| troupe will need a full apron fairly 
deep backstage in order to accom- 
;}modate the intriguing set-pieces 
and traveller-curtains utilized to} 
add optimum eye-appeal to the 
smooth staging. Iglesias and his 
company are also a bet for the 
video variety and spec circuit. 

Lary. 











SUZANNE NICOLE i 
Sones 
{18 Mins. 


Gatineau, Ottawa } 


Tall, blonde, zip-stacked looker, | 
socko | § 


|Suzanne Nicole works a | 
thrush stint that covers several | 
tune slots. Onetime opera-concert | 
chirper, femme switched to pops} 
| and the nitery circuits about a year | 
ago and, while her’chores are main- | 
ly in the pop category, she show- | 
cases her concert ability at least 
}once each show. Canary handles 
all her songs capably and adds to 
impact with clicko arrangements 
and classy gowning and staging. 
Stanza is solid for any sight and/ 
or sound medium; should be an 
okya item for disking. Gorm. 





RONNIE SCHELL 

Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Purple Onion, San Francisco 

Ronnie Schell is a quick-witted 
young comic on the basement 
bistro circuit who has to learn not 
|to throw away some of his best 
lines. 

He comes on straight, then goes 
into bits showing a cowboy film 
|} actor and an Indian film actor, does 
| a hilarious parody of a Presidential 
| cabinet meeting and winds up act 
; With its weakest segment, miming 





ais. is booked for the Brockton | Dowie himself does a commendable | to a record of “Be My Love.” 


i He is a fine, rubber-faced comic | 


but evidently has worked out 








enough material of his own so that 
he doesn’t have to depend on mime 
ing for effect. The trouble is that 
he hasn’t yet mastered the timing 
of some of his own material, with 
result that audience misses som 
of his funniest asides. A study o 
Bob Hope or Mort Sahl, both 
masters of the aside, might help 
remedy the timing difficulty, 

Schell also has to be careful not 
to throw too much swish into act 
and has to hone his political gags 
a trifle more delicately (the divide 
ing line between comedy and 
sadism is very fine), though the 
cabinet meeting is his most effec- 
tive bit. Record bit simply tends 
to be offensive. 

Despite all this, he has a nice 
chance because he seems original 





and bright. Stef. 
RICKI COVETTE 
Exotic 
14 Mins. 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Billed es six-feet-eight, exotie 


Ricki Covette has a solid gimmick 
in her unusual height which is 


| probably an inch or so within bill- 
| ing. 


But she doesn’t leave it at 
that. Nicely-stacked blonde looker, 
femme dresses the stanza with class 
for lavish effect and plenty savvy 
goes into the staging. Setting is 
boudoir and stint is lighted for 


clicko impact. Gowning (when 
resent) and props, including a 
ubble-machine “shower,” are 
slick. 


Stanza will inevitably be co:a- 
pared to Lili St. Cyr’s w.k. boudoir 
routining but with long-stemmed 
Miss Covette working it the re- 
turns will be big. Solid for nit- 
okay item for disking. Gorm. 


AGVA Censure 





== Continued from page 33 Seed 


within is growing, Bright’s controi 
of the governing apparatus is fig- 
ured to stymie any outburst. 

The action against Valentine was 


| delayed for four weeks after a 


debate. Valentine, cur- 
rently in rehearsal for a_ stock 
production of “Oh Captain” in 
which he recently played on Broad- 
way, was given a four-week delay 
to Sept. 22. Board originally 
wanted to suspend all of Valen- 


lengthy 


} tine’s union rights except the right 


to work, but reconsidered and ac- 
cepted Valentine's request for a 
delay. 

Censure of Miss Singleton marks 
the second time that a communica- 
tion to the union brought such ac- 
tion. Miss Singleton in her first 
major letter to the union stated 
that she would not serve as chaire 
man of the Mexico convention be- 
cause she wasn’t properly elected, 
and she attacked Bright's “one- 
man rule.” 








Morty Gunty 


Continued from page 1! See 





was ever written. How are you 
gonna come up with something 
new for those guys? 

“It’s a real dilemma—a tough 
thing to figure. You do old jokes 
and the critics pan you. You get 
the sophisticated nods but bomb 
with the audience and the boss is 
ore. A nitery or summer hotel 
owner doesn’t care if you stand on 
your head and whistle. 

“He has a $75 comic on Thurs- 
day who tells every old gag in the 
book and has the people rolling 
off the chairs. You come up on the 
weekend for $300 and he expects 
you to be four times as funny. 
It’s a case of simple arithmetic as 
far as he’s concerned.” 

Critics are inclined to overes- 
timate their audiences, Gunty told 
the interviewer. “Audiences are 
people who eome out once or twice 
a year for a big night. They like 
what they know. Trade stuff and 
private gags go over their heads. 
There is no nitery audience, any- 


way. Now it’s all banquet busi- 
ness. 
“Once you get away from a 


couple of big. cities, the customers 
are completely different. For that 
matter, they're different in the 
Camden and Valley Forge tents 
and they’ie only 30 miles apart.” 





Les Paul & Mary Ford booked 
for the Houston National Auto 
Show to be held Nov. 29 to Dec. 7 
at Sam Houston Coliseum. 
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Where There’s a Will There’s a Way 
For D.C. Theatre Guild Subscribers 





BY LIZ CARPENTER + 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

“To my beloved daughter and 
son, I do herby bequeath my two 
Theatre Guild seats, which I have 
held these many years.” 

More than one Washington will 
as read that way. As a result, 
many of the same families of the 
city’s “cave dweller set” are warm- 





ing the same seats at Theatre | 
Guild subscription shows, particu- | 
larly opening nights and first! 


Wednesday matinees. 

“Tried and true Theatre Guild- 
ers often will their seats to their 
descendants,” says Bess Davis 
Davis Shreiner, the Guild’s man- 
aging director of the Washington 
area for the last 22 years Miss 
Shreiner recognizes such bequests, 
and she observes, “It is not un- 
usual to have third-generation | 
subscribers.” 

The wills aren't so bad to cope 
with—it’s when there isn’t a will, 
or even a cold body, that the sit- 
uation often becomes “disgraceful 
and scandalous,” the Guild repre- 
sentative confesses.” “We had a 
terrible time about one poor lady 
who hadn't even died yet. Three 
of her friends called, each claim- 
ing that she was sure that dear 
"Maude’ would want her to have 
the choice seats when she passed 
on 

Between such bizarre problems 
as these, Miss Shreiner is doing 
a booming business for the coming 
Guild season, with a record num- 
ber of members for this time of 
the year. Last year. the Guild had 
8000 members. “There are al- 
ready 6,500 renewals, which is 
astounding,” she reveals. “On the 
basis of this, I guess there will be 

(Continued on page 62) 








Coward and Vivien Leigh 
Disagree Over His ‘Lulu’; | 
Maybe She’ll Produce It 


London, Aug. 26. 
Noel Coward and Vivien Leigh | 
differ about the merits of his new | 
play, “Look After Lulu,” but | 
there’s not likely to be any ani-| 





Joe Jefferson Plaque 
Stolen from Philly Site 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

A 20-inch-square bronze plaque, 
commemorating the birth in 1820 
of the Joseph Jefferson, the noted 
actor, has been stolen from the 
spot at 6th and Spruce Sts., where 
it has been fastened for 62 years. 
A chain store now occupies the 
site. 

The plaque, with a brief history | 
of Jefferson’s career, quoted the | 
toast from “Rip Van Winkle,” his | 
outstanding role. “Here’s your 
health and your family’s,” it read, 
“may they live long and prosper.” | 
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New Watergate 


Closing, London 


London, Aug. 26. 
The New Watergate Theatre 
Club is closing Saturday (30) after 


They Went Thataway 

Russian tourist Ivanov had 
some trouble understanding 
what the Broadway musical, 
“Say, Darling,” was all about. 
However, according to United 
Press he finally figured out 
the plot in Soviet terms, as 
follows: 

“At first everything goes 
wrong because everyone acts 
individually. Then they get 
together in a collective and 
everything is set right.” 


$110,000 Advance 


On London ‘Mame’ 


Landon, Aug. 26 
“Auntie Mame” will open with 
the biggest advance for a straight 
play in London history. A fort- 
night before its scheduled open- 
ing Sept. 10 at the Adelphi Thea- 
tre there was over $110,000 in the 
kitty, including almost $100,000 
in advance guarantees from ticket 

brokers over a 15-week period. 
The boxoffice opened July 28 
and direct sales at the counter and 
by mail order have exceeded $14.- 
000. Additionally, upwards of 
$11,000 has been received for a 
trio of charity preview perform- 
ances. The theatre has a weekly 











‘Dallas Building Theatre 
By Frank Lloyd Wright 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 

City officials have issued a per- 
| mit for the construction of a 400- 
| seat playhouse designed by Frank 
| Lloyd Wright for the Dallas Thea- 
| tre Center. Robert D. Stecker heads 
the group, which has a $300,000 
| fund for the project. 

The theatre will be allied with 
he drama department of Baylor 
| Univ 





in Waco. 


‘Lady 406 Flop 
After Pic Sale 


The scheduled Broadway closing 
| next Saturday (30) of “Who Was 
| That Lady I Saw You With” will 
leave the production with an es- 
timated deficit of $40,000. That 
|includes revenue due the show as 
| its 40% share of the basic income 





nearly two years at the Comedy! capacity of just under $22,400 for | on the sale of the film rights to 


Theatre. It has 68.000 members 
who, ‘for 70c annual subscription, | 
have been able to see controversial | 


eight performances, including 
standees. The production, which 


is to. be presented by David Pel-| 


|Columbia Pictures for $350,000, 
| plus a percentage of the profits 
As of a July 19 accounting, the 


plays not requiring the sanction of | ham, stars Beatrice Lillie in the | deficit on the Leland Hayward pro- 


the Lord Chamberlain. 

The club previously operated at | 
small premises. It found that it} 
could not compete with other West | 


lind Russell. 
Apart from Broadway musical 
imports, London shows rarely 


| bonds, which are recoverable when 
the play closes. In the ensuing 
five weeks since the audit, the Nor- 


End theatres when it had to rely| have advance sales of over $40,-|man Krasna comedy has had four 
on merely the support of club/| 000, and even those are normally | apparently losing or breakeven 


members. 

The New Watergate will continue | 
to be associated with a number of | 
West End productions, and club| 
members will be able to buy tabs | 
at reduced prices The’ club} 
brought “A View from a Bridge” 
“Tea and Sympathy” and “Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof” to the West End. 
All three had been banned by the 
Lord Chamberlain for public per- 
formance. 

(The initial popularity of the 
New Watergate policy of present- 
ing controversial plays in  the| 
Comedy Theatre in the West End 
was at first regarded as promising 
success for the project, which was 
understood to have been backed 


for productions with such stars es 
Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud, 
et al. 


Cleve. Play House Going 
Equity After 42 Years: 





Ford Grant is the Key 


Cleveland, Aug. 26. 
The Cleveland Play House, one | 


| frames and one profitable stanza. 
Since the production was capi- 
| talized at $137,500, the deficit re- 
|flected in the accounting repre- 
| sented an outlay of $26,534 above 
the amount contributed by 
backers. 
normally the first to be repaid 
| from any income. The production's 
share of the film revenue, after de- 
duction of 10° commissions, 
| should come to $126,000. 


That means that after repayment | 


the | 
Such additional coin is 


of the best known regional theatres | of the additional coin raised, the 
ir: the country, is going Equity. Af- backers will get back about $100.- 
ter 42 years of non-union status, | 000 or nearly 73% of their invest- 
the operation will launch its new/ ment. That's providing the come- 
season next month under the juris- dy makes enough profit this week 
diction of Actors Eauity. The wn-/| to cover closing expenses. 


mosity about it. The playwright is| by Hugh Beaumont, head of H. M. 
dissatisied with the piece. The|Tennents, London, and Roger L. 
actress loves it. Stevens, of the Playwrights Co. 
Miss Leigh would like to present | and Producers Theatre, N.Y. ; 
“Lulu” on Broadway, appearing in (There was widespread feeling | 
it herself, possibly on an alternate-| that, by making something of a 





ion had been trying to organize 
the community theatre for years, 
but it took a $130,000 Ford foun- 


break the ice. 
Under the grant, 10 actors and 


The original production cost was 
' $157,903. The out-of-town losses 
and preliminary New York ex- 


| dation grant to the Playhouse to| penses brought the outlay, as of 


to $191- 
26-week 


opening, 
the 


the Broadway 
| 579. Throughout 


“lost in English.” 


night basis with “Duel of Angels,” | mockery of the “private perform: | five actresses have been awarded | Broadway run, Hayward has taken 
the Jean Giraudoux- Christopher | ance” angle, the plan might bring | three-year acting fellowships as either 1% or a 14% of the gross 


Fry comedy in which she’s cur-|@bout some modification of the | pecident company members of the | as 


rently costarring with Claire 


Bloom at the Apollo Theatre here. power over the British stage—Ed) | switch to Equity status was made 


She's agreed to do “Duel” in New| 
York next year, but must first fill | 
two picture commitments. 

Despite Miss Leigh’s enthusiasm 
for the play, Coward is unhappy 
over “Lulu,” which he adapted 
from “Occupe-toi, Amelie,” an old 
French farce. “It was frightfully 
difficult to translate,” he explains. 
“So many of the French jokes are 





Off-B’way ‘Dark of Moon’ 
Had About $25,000 Loss 


The off-Broadway revival of 
“Dark of the Moon,” which folded 
last May after running a little more 
than two months at the Carnegie 
Hall Playhouse, N.Y., is figured to 
represent a loss of about $25,000. 
That's the amount invested in the 
Temple Productions presentation. 

Listed as general partners in the 
venture in a published limited part- 
nership agreement were Kathleen 
Innes Crowe, Randolph Crowe, 
Lister Hayward and Jacob Craig 
Johnson Jr., all of New York. The 
Crowes were also involved as lim-| 
ited partners, with a combined 
$22,500 investment. The remaining 
$2,500 was put up by Viola W. 
Bernard, also of New York. 





Crazy Gang Switching 
To Once-Nightly Shows 
London, Aug. 26. 
As a concession to the advancing 
years of the members of the com- 
edy troupe, the next Crazy Gang 
revue at the Victoria Palace will 
be given only once a night instead 
of twice-nightly, as formerly. 
The show, which producer Jack 
Hylton is titling “Clown Jewels,” 
will open late in the fall. 





| Karl Schell Opens New 


Lord Chamberlain's censorship | 





GLENNA SYSE CRITIC 
FOR CHI’S SUN-TIMES 


| 
Chicago, Aug. 26. | 

Glenna Syse, second-string critic 
for the Chicago Sun-Times since 
1954, succeeds Herman Kogan as | 
the morning gazette’s drama edi- 
tor. Kogan, now on vacation, joins 
the Encyclopedia Britannica next 
week as director of company rela- 
tions. 
Miss Syse becomes drama and 
ballet reviewer, while Hoke Norris, 
a rewrite man, takes over Kogan’s 
other chore as books. editor. 
Norris, author of the novel, “All 
the Kingdoms of the Earth,” and 
numerous short stories, was once a 
theatrical pressagent in North 
Carolina. 
Before becoming Kogan’s as- 
sistant, Miss Syse reviewed films 
and television for the Seattle 
(Wash.) Times, and earlier worked 
for the Regina Leader-Post in her 
hometown of Regina, Saskatche- 
wan. She is the wife of Norm) 
Syse, news writer at CBS, Chicago. 





Theatre in West Berlin 
Berlin, Aug. 19. 
Karl Schell, actor-producer 
brother of actress Maria Schell and 
actor Maximilian Schell, has 
opened a new theatre in West Ber- 
lin. The 400-seat house, tagged 
Kammerspiele, is located in the 
new Congress Wall in the Tiel- 
garten. It was designed by Ameri- 
ean architect Hugh Stebbins and 
built with the aid of American 
funds. 
A repertory company is operat- 
ing at the house, 





|outlet that is guaranteeing per-| 


a producer's fee. 
As of the May 19 audit, Krasna, 
| who received a $10,000 advance, 
to enable 15 members of the un-|to be refunded when the cost of 
ion to join the company. |production was recouped, had 
Equity’s contract with the Play had waived royalties totaling $20,- 
House places it in the category of 595. Of that amount, $12,337 was 
a Z stock operation, which covers |to be paid him when production 
the smaller setups. However, the! costs were recouped. 


situation with the Play House is | 
unique in that it’s the only stock | SHAFFNER TOBY’ SHOW 
CLICKS §N MISSOURI 


covers the next three seasons. Vandall, Mo., Aug. 26. — 

The minimum salary at the Play| The Neil Shaffner Players 
House for the 15 is also higher “Toby and Susie” tent show played 
than that required for Z com-| here last week, 12th for the travel- 
panies. The regular minimum is | ling repertory troupe for 1958. 
now $60 and moves up to $62.50 | Business was very good locally. 
next April 1. The minimum for Seven additional weeks, all in 


former community theatre. ind 





formers 36 weeks of work a year. 
That’s spelled out in the Ford 
grant for the 15 performers and 





| House. f 
'for the 15 are to be equal to the | Midnight”). 
then prevailing minimum for road assignment 

, tours. 
| the switch to Equity, it’s now pos- 
| sible 


| those employed at the Play House 


under the grant is $60 weekly dur- 
ing the first year and $70 weekly 
the second year. 

During the third year, the actors 
are to be featured in a production 
that will tour middlewestern cities 
under the joint auspices of the 
Ford Foundation and the Play 


Incidentally, in line with 


that the Play House may 
book name performers for guest 
shots. | 





Irish Group to Tour- 


A tour of the U. S. by the Irish 
Repertoire Theaire of Dublin is 


| planned for this season under the 


production auspices of Edward B. 
Shanley, a New Yorker. 

It'll mark the troupe’s first tour | 
outside the United Kingdom. 





sible for the set and lighting design 
for “Make a Million.” 


| Missouri stands, are ‘booked at, re- 
| spectively, Paris, Mexico, Cen- 
tralia, Macon, Green City, Union- 
ville and Kahoka. The portable 


| theatre then hies to winter quar-| 


ters at Sarasota. 

During the appearance here the 
company was visited by novelist- 
playwright Joseph Hayes (“Des- 


At that time the salaries | perate Hours” and “Hours After | Crawford 


Also present on 
was George Eels, 
amusement editor of Look Maga- 
zine. 


Plan Meals-Plus-Show 
At London Art Theatre 


London, Aug. 26 
The Arts Theatre Club will in- 
augurate an “eat-drink-and-see-a- 
play” policy Sept. 16, with the 
opening of the Tennessee Williams’ 

double-bill, “Garden District.” 
Members, now numbering 20,000 
may get a stall seat for $1.20, and 


| three-course meal, with a glass 
Paul Morrison will be respon- | 


of wine and tip, for another $1.50 
The meal may be eaten either be- 


| fore or after the show. 


Hint Settlement of Press List Row, 
But Shuberts Keep Out-of-Town Ban 


* The 


Shuberts are apparently 
jready to modify their recent ac- 
|tion in reducing the first and sec- 
ond-night press lists for shows 
playing their Broadway theatres. 
However, they are believed refus- 
ing to budge on their refusal to 
allow press seats for out-of-town 
critics and drama editors visiting 
New York. 

At a meeting last Thursday (21) 
with members of the pressagents 
chapter of the Assn. of Theatrical 
Pressagents & Managers, Shubert 
executive Leonard Sang reported- 
ly agreed to concessions in the 
| first and second-night list. Every- 
‘one present agreed not to reveal 
|what took place at the session, 
| however, and in any case, it's fig- 
|ured nothing conclusive can be de- 
cided in the absence of John Shu- 
bert and his father. J. J. Shubert, 
head of the firm. They are in Eu- 


rope. 
Subject to John Shubert's anti- 
cipated approval, the difficulty 


over the first and second-night list 
can be worked out to the satisfac- 
tion of virtually all the pressagents. 
Almost all chapter members at- 
tended the confab, and they vnani- 
mously approved the proposed new 
setup. 

From what can be pieced togeth- 
er, it appears likely that if the 
modified list is approved by John 
Shubert the entire pressagent 


| role created on Broadway by Rosa-| duction was $164,034, exclusive of | group will try to have it adopted 


as official for all theatres, inde- 
|pendent as well as Shubert-oper- 
|ated. All publicists would agree to 
abide by the new list, with the idea 
of thereby being better able to re- 
,sist the endless requests for addi- 
tions, especially at premieres. 
The entire settlement agreement 
awaits John’s return from Europe, 
or sometime later when his father 


(Continued on page 61) 


Payoff Settlement Of 
Gar Kanin-Max Gordon 
‘Yesterday’ TV Dispute 


A dispute between Garson Kanin 
and Max Gordon over the payoff 
from the television rights to “Born 
Yesterday” has been settled. The 
compromise calls for Kanin to pay 
$8,500 of his reported $50,000 
author fee to Gordon, who pro- 
duced the comedy originally on 
Broadway in 1945-46. The case 
had been due to go to arbitration 
soon. 





The issue involved interpreta- 
tion of two contracts, one the 
original agreement for Gordon's 


legit production, the other the sale 
of the screen rights to Columbia 
Pictures. A clause in the film deal 
forbid any stock presentation for 
seven years. 

That voided Gordon's subsequent 
share of the comedy’s subsidiary : 
rights, Kanin claimed. However, 
the seven-year stipulation repre- 
|/sented merely a hiatus, Gordon 
| argued, and his participation in 
| the subsidiary rights resumed upopm 
|expiration of the seven-year per- 
iod covered by the film deal. 

Judy Holliday scored a personal 
success in the original stage ver- 
sion of “Born Yesterday” and be- 
came a star on the basis of her per- 
formance in Columbia's film edi- 
tion. Mary Martin played the role 
in the telecast. 


Trio Have New Theatre 
At Black Mountain, N.C. 


The new Silo Circle Playhouse, 
Black Mountain, N.C., is being op- 
erated by Dale Meador, Tinka 
and Norman Kean. 
Meador is a member of David 
Marshall Holtzmann’s New York 
law firm and has managed Holtz- 
mann'’s Cape Cod Melody Tent, 
Hyannis, Mass. Miss Crawford was 
formerly on the television produc- 





tion staff of Denver Univ. and 
Kean has stage-managed several 
Broadway productions. 


James Rumley, of the Virginia 
Museum of Art, Richmond, is resi- 
dent stager. Kean, incidentally, 
is directing several plays this sum- 
mer at the Straight Wharf Play- 
|house, Nantucket, Mass. 





Sylvia Drulie, production assoc!- 
ate on “Music Man” and “West 
Side Story,” returned over the 
weekend from vacation in Italy and 


i Spain. 








LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, August 27, 1958 











Elliot Norton Writes 








Actress Has 
| Greatness | 


O F THE THEATER'S younger stars, Geraldine 
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Page is one of those most likely to take over, 
eventully, the mantle of greatness worn now 
by Helen Hayes, by Katharine Cornell and by Lynn 
Fontanne. She has had little luck in finding great 
parts, but she has done commendably with what has 
been offered and on the summer theater circuit now 
she is acting on a high level of excellence. 
“Separate Tables,” the two short but trenchant 
dramas of Terence Rattigan give her two chances to 
show in a single evening the variety and honesty of 
her acting, and to demonstrate that she can transform 
herself into characters that bear little resemblance to 
one another or to Geraldine Page. This is a rare gift. 
Most actors of this theatrical era change costumes 
and stage names but not much else from one part to 
the next. The mark of their own personality is often 
-stronger than that of the character they aim to play. 
2 @ 


ALTHOUGH she is young, Miss Page is in the 
older tradition. In “Separate Tables” she presents on 
the stage not Geraldine Page, but a pair of English- 
women who are totally dissimilar in appearance and 
in almost all other possible ways. She makes each of 
them live as an individual, shows how they live and 
what they feel and then finally drops them, to be- 
come Geraldine Page again, after the final curtain. 
This is real acting. 

The first woman in “Separate Tables” is a di- 
vorcee, handsome and glamorous, a former model 
who has had many men at her beck and two of them 
for. husbands. But hers is the kind of beauty that 
fades fast and now, at 40, she is showing her years a 
little; and now, having driven both husbands out of 
her life by selfishness she has come to find the first; 
for he loved her in his vio!ent fashion, and she is now 
desperately lonely. 

Miss Page wears a flashy red wig and a slinky 
black gown to play this woman of fashion. She walks 
with the studied grace of a model. When she sits on 
a chair or curls up on a sofa, her movements exhibit 
her charms. 

Her voice is small and high and artificially sweet. 
She laughs and smiles self-consciously, like a woman 
who is aware that men admire her. Miss Page makes 
apparent at every moment, in every movement, that 
she is essentially shallow, dreadfully vain and accus- 
tomed to being spoiled by men. 

S. Oi 


BUT THIS IS the surface picture. Under the pose 
and the posturing, the woman is frightened. The 
glamor is wearing off. Youth has begun to drop away 
with terrifying speed, as it does with some unlucky 
women. The men who used to run after her and, 
more important, submit to her whims and tricks are 
bored now. She is alone. 

Miss Page carries the character along to self-rev- 
elation on a path of absolute truth. When the di- 
vorcee begins to break down, the actress drops the 
tricks of voice and movement. When she speaks now 
the false sweetness is gone and her eyes are now 
those of a woefully lonely and frightened woman. 

When she tells the man who still loves her and 
whom she‘had badly treated, “I need your help,” she 
speaks very softly and you know from the way she 
says it that the bravado and the falsehood are gone 
now, and this is the truth. 

oh an 


IN THE SECOND part of “Separate Tables,” Miss 
Page appears as a totally different character. She 
is now a simple spinister of 32, the patient and fright- 
ened victim of a possessive mother. The red wig is 
gone. So has everything else. 

This girl is meek and timid and dreadfully plain, 
with pale blonde hair tied in a knot. She follows with 
quiet patience whatever her ruthless mother says, 
sits hunched over like a bookworm, stares intently 
when she is not wearing her glasses. She stands and 
moves like a woman afraid, and when she hears re- 
volting news, her-pale face seems to become ashen, 

In a crisis, this girl finds herself, and that means 
finding inner strength to help a man who needs her 
aid. That also means throwing off the cold hand of 
her mother. Miss Page acts with a great feeling for 
detail in this scene. Each word and each movement 
is expressive. You are caught up in the girl’s anguish. 
You feel her pain and you want with all the force in 
your being to see her find the strength she needs. 

This is first-rate acting, and first-rate acting is rare 
and most commendable. 








| 
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Personal Management 
LEE-DRAPER Agency 
113 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N.Y. 
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Stock Reviews 


Edwin Booth 
La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 26. 


La Jolla Playhouse (Lamont Johnson, 
producer) presentation of three-act drama 
by Milton Geiger; staged by Jose Ferrer; 
scenery and lighting, Zvi Geyra; costumes, 
Edith Head, Stars Jose Ferrer, Lorne 
Greene. At La Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse, 
Aug. 25, °58; $4.40 top. 
Junius Brutus Booth Sr..... 
William Winter .......---- 
Edwin Booth .............. Jose Ferrer 
John Wilkes Booth .... Robert Geiringer 
Edwin Booth as Young Man David Garcia 
Edgar Barrier 

Marion Ross 
Patricia hane 


Lorne Greene 


Junius Boeth 4th 
Asia Booth 
Mary Devlin 





Jose Ferrer has put together an 
undeniably captivating piece of 
theatre in this stock tryout at the 
La Jolla Playhouse, preliminary to 


Jose Ferrer | 


, others of the cast are inaudible at 
Smee, as is the star. 

Terese Hayden's staging reflects 
the unyielding material, but 
Jerome Liotta’s hunting lodge set, 
complete with picture window, fire- 
place and bar, is a bright element, 

| Gilb 


| Show Abroad 


A Hatfual of Rain 


London, Aug. 12. 
Andrew Broughton & Anthony Knowles 
| revival of London Studio Production of 
| three-act (five scenes) drama by Michael 


a regular tour and Broadway pres-| V. Gazzo. Staged by Al Mulock. At Princes 


entation in partnership with the 
Playwrights Co. In its theatricality 
the new Milton Geiger play is a 
winner. 

There are problems of drama- 
turgy to be solved before “Edwin 


Booth” is ready for Broadway. At | Putzki 
brilliance, | 


present its theatrical 
along with Ferrer’s soaring per- | 
formance in the title role must, 
compensate for basic dramatic de- | 
fects. With revisions and the addi- | 
tion of unifying elements, the show 
should make the grade. The funda- 
mental values are there. 


| Theatre, London, Aug. 11, °58; $2.50 top. 


| John ~~ Fe eiyipt George Coulouris 
| Johnny Pope ............ Peter Boretski 
| Celia Pope ..cccccccccces Jennifer Phipps 
DUE ccccescconconeces Irvin Allen 
PD iss cntes bade sued George Eugeniou 
oO ere Daniel Moynihan 
Se DUO cascveeseeveses James Douglas 


Joy Webster 





The front of house billing for 
this revival of tlte Broadway drama 
| stresses “the Method,” rather than 
the play itself. “A Hatful of Rain,” 
presented at the same theatre less 
than 18 months ago, has been 


| brought back by the London Studio 


“Edwin Booth” is essentially bio- | and directed by Al Mulock, who ap- 


graphic, in the style of the “This 


Is Your Life” television show, with | presentation. 


a narrator holding the _ book. | 
Booth’s life had both sadness and 
triumph, and a running theme of 
impending tragedy. All this needs 
to be presented with more defini- | 
tion and impact. ° 

But the play has the advantage 
of the author’s gift with words, 
both in dialog and narrative. The 
fact that numerous Shakespeare | 
passages are spouted doesn’t de-! 
tract, either, and it’s rewarding to 
hear lines articulated for their own 
sake. 

The performances are in the 
manner. Ferrer does a 
superb job as the ill-fated trouper 
with so many crosses to bear. Also, 
his staging is first class. Lorne 
Greene has authority as the nar- 
rator, in the person of William 
Winter, the New York drama critic 
of the period. 

Robert Geiringer, despite occa- 
sional heavy-handedness, has the 
proper dash and zeal for John 
Wilkes Booth. Others who con- 
tribute ably include David Garcia. 
Edgar Barrier, Patricia Kane and} 
Marion Ross. 

The setting and lighting by Zvi 
Geyra are ingenious and helpful. 
Six Days to Live 

Spring Lake, N.J., Aug. 20. 
Ivy Tower Playhouse presentation of | 


three-act melodrama by James Gordon; 
staging, Terese Hayden: setting, Jerome | 


Liotta. Stars Scott Brady. At Ivy Tower | 
Playhouse, Spring Lake, NJ., Aug. 18, 
"58: $3.65 top. 

Jeff Cornell .....ccseee Peter Brandon 
Pe POE on ccvcscces Philip Kenneally 
George Lucas .......-. John Heldabrand 
Micky MaMte ....2-cecees Paul E. Richards 
Mrs. Kay Douglas ........ Monica Lovett 
Mrs. Laureen Lucas ....... Caroll Brooks 
Peg Norton . Jane Huszagh 


Averil Logan 
Paul Lilly 
Scott Brady 


Fern Standish 





Dr. John Smith ... 
Mark Douglas .........+.0. 





“Sik Days to Live,” a confus- | 
ing psychological murder meller by | 
James Gordon, was suggested by a| 
situation in “Shadow of Madness,” | 
a novel by .Hugh Pentecost, a! 
pseudonym for Judson Phillips. | 
There’s a fair amount of suspense | 
in the piece, but it’s so vague and | 
cloudily written that * interest | 
wavers. 

While variations of Gordon's plot 
are familiar, both on Broadway and 
in films, it’s difficult to see how 
even a major rewrite could remove 
the ambiguity from “Six Days” and 
improve its theatrical prospects. 
For, in an attempt to divert sus- 
picion from the real culprit, so 
many motives have been tossed into 
the yarn that the issue becomes 
obscured. 

The play concerns a young law- 
yer who's been blackmailed for six 
years, invites eight suspects to his 
Canadian Rockies hunting lodge 
and threatens them all with death 
unless the culprit is exposed. A 
criminologist conveniently enters 
and comes up with the solution— 
but not before a woman is mur- 
dered and many sides of dialog 
have been uttered. 

Scott Brady, who's been touring 
the summer silos in “Detective 
Story,” is a menacing figure as he 
cows the suspects with a sub- 
machine gun. But the part is no test 
of his ability, for he’s frequently 
offstage and the role of the crim- 
inologist is a meatier one, This is 
portrayed in mechanical fashion 

y Paul Lilly, who must pains- 
takingly explore everyone's rela- 
tionship with the lawyer in an 
effort to clear up the situation. 

Faring somewhat better than 
the principals*are Monica Lovett, 
as the wife who hates the lawyer 
because he doesn’t want children: 


peared in the original West End 
This production suf- 
fers by the inevitablé comparison. 

As the earlier version of Michael 
V. Gazzo’s powerful drama is still 
reasonably fresh in the mind, the 
contrast between the editions is 
easy. Although the original show 
failed to pay its way, it impressed 
by its dramatic force and powerful 
content. This time it loses much 
of its emotional impact and evokes 
audience giggles at what should 
have been the most dramatic mo- 
ments 

But by far the worst feature of 
this production is the inaudibility 
of some of the characters, particu- 
larly Peter Boretski as the dope ad- 
dict. This tends to impose a strain 
on the audience and makes it 
tough for anyone unfamilar with 
the play to follow the action. By 
comparison, also, Irvin Allen's in- 
terpretation of the dope peddler 
lacks the power with which Mu- 
lock himself gave the role. 

George Coulouris, who played 
the father in the original version, 
repeats his part with familiar ac- 
complishment and there is a 
worthwhile performance by James 
Douglas as the dope addict's 
brother. Jennifer Phipps has lit- 
tle life as the pregnant wife and 
Joy Webster hardly has a chance 
as the rich dope fiend. 

The decor is strangely conven- 
tional except for the use of a lad- 
der dangling from the flies, which 
stops about eight feet from the 
stage and is used for some of the 
early entrances. Myro. 


DICK SMART 


Currently Co-Starring In 


“CALL ME 
MADAM” 


Fort Worth, Texas 


Direction: 
HENRY WILLIAM WEISE AGENCY 


=" FOR SALE ©) 
" SHUBERT and COX THEATRES 


in Cincinnati, Ohio 


BLACKSTONE THEATRE 


: and lease of 


_ GREAT NORTHERN THEATRE 























i In Chicago, Illinois 
~ te purchasers Intending to use the 
& property bought as Legitimate 
= Theatres. 

‘ Reply to Box V-8058-59, Variety, — 
| 154 W, 46th St., New York 36 
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New York's ha Actors 


THE WEST 42nd ST. 
EXCHANGE 


Wisconsin 7-7474 
for 24 hour 
phone message service 
$2.25 p-r month 








Carroll Brooks, forthright and at- 
tractive as a jilted blonde, and 
Paul E. Richards, frequently amus- | 


‘ing as the comedy relief, Some! 


{only one rate) 





Suite 203 
226 West 42nd St. New York City 
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Barns Sprinting to Season Finale; 
Julia Meade SRO $8,080, New Hope 


After a generally disappointing 
summer, trade in strawhat field has 


1 


LP) (10th wk), nearly $43,100. Pre- 
vious week: same repertory, house 


been perking a bit in recent weeks, |record, $43,631. Current: same. 


and such spots as the Corning 
(N.Y.) Summer Theatre and tie 
€na Theatre, Saratoga, N.Y., may 


wind up with their best season $61 912). 
? ears. As before, |About Nothing-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 
Stratford Shakespeare | Lp) (9th wk), nearly $54,500. Pre-| 


totals in some 
the two 





STRATFORD, ONT. 
Shakespeare Festival ($5; 2,196; 
Henry IV-Much Ado 


Festivals, in Connecticut and On- vious week: same repertory, $58,- 


tario, are booming. 
Estimates for Last week 

Parenthetical designations for 
stock are the same as for the road, 
except that (TS) indicates Tour- 
ing Show and (LP) indicates 
Local Production. Engagements are 
for single week unless otherwise 


noted. 
Outdoor 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Starlight Musicals ($3; 3.050; 
$36,000). Can-Can (MC-LP), about 
$28,500 for the final and best week 





ef the season. Previous week: 
Naughty Marietta, $16,800, 
KANSAS CITY 
Starlight Theatre ($4; 7.600 
$70,000). 


| 





| 


100. Current: same. 





Smaller Hardtops 


CHICAGO 

Drury Lane Theatre ($3.50: 485; 
£9,800). Oh Men, Oh Women (C- 
TS) (1st wk), estimated $8,700. 
Previous week: Spider’s Web (Jan 
Sterling), £9,000. Current: Oh 
Men, Oh Women. 

Hinsdale Summer Theatre ($3.50; 
838; $15.000). Light Up the Sky 
(C-LP) (2d wk) (Denise Darcel), 
about $8.800. Previous week: same 
show, $6,500. Current: Waltz of 
the Toreadors (Claude Dauphin). 





CORNING, N. Y. 
Corning Summer Theatre 
611; $10,500). 


($3; 
Champagne Com- 


Most Happy Fella (MD- plex (C-LP), nearly $4.500. Previ- 


LP) (1st wk), about $49,000. Previ- | ous week: Visit to a Small Planet, 
ous week: Guys and Dolls ‘Frankie | $3500. Current: Boy Friend, sea- 


Laine), $57,000. Current; 
Happy Fella, as season finale. 





ST. LOUIS 
Municipal Opera ($4; 11,937; 
$95,000). Oklahoma (MD-LP) (Helen 
Gallagher), season finale, estimated 
$37,000. Previous week: Hansel 
and Gretel and Nutcracker Ballet, 
$49,000. 





Tents 


CHICAGO 

Edgewater Beach Playhouse 
($3.95; 959; $23,500). Uncle Willie 
(C-TS) (1st wk) (Mensaha Skulnik), 
house record at $23,083 for eight 
performances. Previous week: 
Kind Sir ‘Ann Sheridan), $12,500 
for seven performances. Current: 
Uncle Willie, season finale. 

Highland Park Music Theatre 
($3.90 1,500; $31,500). Boy Friend 
(MC-LP) (1st wk), estimated $18, 
600. Previous week: Brigadoon, 
£16,300. Current: Boy Friend, 
season finale. 

Tenthouse Theatre, ($3; 1,400; 
$21,750). Hole in the Head ‘C-TS) 
(Hal March), estimated $12,800 
Previous week: No Time for Ser 
geants, $11,000. Current: Papa Is 
All, season finale. 

CINCINNATI 

Cincinnati Summer 
$3.50; 
(C-TS) (Lyle Talbot, Ann B. Davis), 
new house record and first profit- 
able week of the season, $24,800. 
Show is currently at the Cherry 
County Playhouse, Traverse City, 
Mich. and is being sought for a 
four-week stand in Las Vegas. 


Theatre 





DETROIT 
Music Circle ($3.30; 1,686; $31,- 
400). Rose Marie (OP-LP), about 
$11,600. Previous week: Most 
Happy Fella, $11,300. Current: 
Where’s Charley, season finale. 





INDIANAPOLIS 
Avondale Playhouse ($2.50; 1,000; 
$12,000). Chalk Garden (D-LP) 


(Frances Farmer), $6,500. Previous 
week: Goodbye, My Fancy (‘Irene 
Hervey), $9,500. Current: Light 
Up the Sky (Corine Calvet). 


PHILADELPHIA 

Playhouse in the Park ($3; 1,436; 
$26,000). Middle of the Night (D- 
TS) (Sam Levene), nearly $22,100. 
Previous week: Triple Play (Jessica 
Tandy, Hume Cronyn), house rec- 
ord, $23,848. Current: Hole in the 
Head (Hal March). 


WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
Qakdale Musical Theatre ($4.80; 
2.150: $47,000). Burlesque (CD- 
TS) (Dan Dailey), about $30,100. 
Previous week: Porgy and Bess 
(Cab Calloway), $33,000. Current: 
Oh, Captain (Denise Darcel). 


Large Hardtops 


DALLAS 
State Fair Music Hall ($3.75; 
4.120; $73,500). King and I (MD- 
LP) (ist wk) (Jan Clayton), over 
$37,800. Previous week: Most 
Happy Fella, $40,500. Current: 
King and I, season finale. 














ETROIT 
Northland Playhouse ($3.85; 
1,000; $21,000). Tonight at 8:30 (C- 
TS), about $13,500. Current: Visit 
to a Small Planet (Bert Lahr). 


STRATFORD, CONN. 
Shakespeare Festival ($5; 1.453; 
$45,000). Hamlet - Midsummer 
Night’s Dream-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 








! 


1.350: $16,000. Matchmaker | 





, 000). 


Most | son finale. 





EPHRATA, PA. 

Legion Stay Playhouse ($2.50; 
490; $7,000). Inherit the Wind ‘D- 
TS) (Walter Abel), about $5,500. 
Previous week: Reluctant Debu- 
tante (Sloan Simpson), $5,000. Cur- 
rent: All About Love (Wendie 
Barrie). 





IVORYTON, CONN. 
Iveryton Playhouse ($4.40: 650; 
$15,500). Night Must Fall (D-TS) 
(Van Johnson), about $10,800. Pre- 
vious week: Damn Yankees, $8,900. 
Current: Happiest Millionaire. 





MILLBURN, N. J. 

Paper Mill Playhouse ($3.90; 972; 
$18,500). Separate Tables (D-TS) 
(2d wk) (Basil Rathbone, Geraldine 
Page), over $11,700. Previous week: 
same show, $12,000. Current: 
Same, and has been extended a 
fourth week through Sept. 6, then 
plays a return date at New Eng- 
land Mutual Hall, Boston. 


NEW HOPE, PA. 

Bucks County Playhouse ($2.50; 
432; $7,818). Boston Love Story 
(D-T-LP) (2d wk) (Julia Meade), 
new house record for regular eight 
performances, $8,080. Previous 
week: same show, $7,173. Current: 
Frenzy of Peace and Quiet. 


NYACK, N. Y. 
Tappan Zee Playhouse 





($4.40; 


| 600; $16,000). Damn Yankees ‘MC- 


TS) (ist wk), estimated $7,300. 
Previous week: House on the Rocks 
(Tallulah Bankhead), $10,000. Cur- 
rent: Damn Yankees. 


OLNEY,. MD. 
Olney Theatre ($3.50; 650; $10,- 
The Enchanted (D-LP), sea- 
son finale, over $5,900. Previous 


| week: Under Milk Wood, $10,100. 


SARATOGA, N. Y. 

Spa Theatre ($3.85; 594; $11,500). 
Third Best Sport (C-T-TS) (Celeste 
Holm), about $10,700. Previous 
week: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Di- 
ana Barrymore), house _ record, 
$11,831. Current: Holiday for Lev- 
ers (Don Ameche). 


WESTPORT, CONN. 
Country Playhouse ($4.40; 761; 
$17,500). Calls (D-TS) 
(Cedric Harwicke, Melville Coop- 
er), estimated $13,000. Previous 
week: Visit to a Small Planet (Bert 
Lahr), $10,000. Current: Third 

Best Sport (Celeste Holm). 


WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. 

Adams Memorial Theatre ($3; 
479; $6,000). Bus Step (CD-LP), 
about $3,800. Previous week: 
Matchmaker, $5,400. Current: Cy- 
rane. 











Touring Shows 
(Aug. 25-Sept. 7) 
At the Grand (tryout) @aul Muni)— 
§.F. (25-6) Reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 8, °58). 
Auntie Mame (Eve Arden)—Biltmore, 
L.A. (25-6). 


“Auntie Mame (Constance Bennett)— 
Shubert, Det. (25-30); , Chi G6). 
Auntie Mame Sylvia Sidney)—Lecust, 


Edwin Booth (tryout) (Jose Ferrer)— 
La Jolla (Cal) Playhouse (25-6). 
mh eens (tryout)—Erlanger, Philly 
Handful of Fire (tryout) (Roddy Me- 
os James Daly)—National, Wash 
Howle (tryout)—Wilbur, n (2-6). 
Mask and Gown (T. C. Jones)—Geary, 
&.F. (25-30); Hartf LA, 4-4). 
Musi¢ Man @d Co.)—Philharmonic Aud. 


@d Co.)—Shubert, Chi 


My Fair L 
itely). 


(continues in 





‘Tunnel’ Truck Tour 


The Theatre Guild, in 2 move 
; to beat the expense of railroading 
ja touring production, is swinging 
over to truck transportation for the 
upcoming “Tunnel of Love” road 
hike. The scenery, props and light- 
ing equipment for the production 
will be hauled by Allied Van Lines. 
It's figured one truck wiil 
enough to carry the physical setup. 
The production, siarring Eddie 
Bracken, is scheduled to begin 
touring Oct. 6 in Louisville, Ky. 





Anouilh’s London Agent 
Stresses That ‘Dinner’ 
Wound Up in the Black 


London, Aug. 18. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We are writing to you upon in- 
structions from Jean Anouilh and 
Edward O. Marsh, author and 
translator of the play, “Dinner 
With the Family,” for whom we act 
as exclusive agents and with re- 
gard to an article entitled “13 Hits, 
14 Flops, 5 Unclassifieds Among 
Half-Year’s London Shows” by 
Harold Myers, which appeared in 
your issue of July 23, 1958. In the 
ast paragraph of this article, the 
following statement is made: “The 
uncertain entries were “The Egg,” 
‘Bells Are Ringing,’ ‘Tunnel of 
Love,’ ‘Paddle Your Own Canoe,” 
‘Dinner With the Family,’ ets., etc.” 

It is obvious from the contents 
jof the article that the term “un- 
certai nentries” signifies produc- 
tions which, at the time of the 
writing of the article, had not 
proved to be a financial success or, 
at least, recouped their criginal 
investment. 

Against this statement, let us 
mention the true facts as ascertain- 
able from the auditors to the pro- 
ducers, Donmar Productions Ltd., 
Messrs. Baker, Todman & Co., Nor- 
folk Street, London, W. C. 2.: 

“Dinner With the Family” was 
re-staged, after an artistically and 
financially very successful pro- 
vincial tour of 10 weeks, at the 
New Theatre, London, in Novem- 
ber, 1957, and ran for six months, 
acclaimed by the whole London 
press unanimously as an outstand- 
ing event. The production in the 
West End was capitalized with 
£3,000 and this capital was re- 
couped within six weeks after the 
first performance. Consequently, 
the production resulted in a con- 
siderable profit for the manage- 
ment and the investors and we are 
prepared to let you have, at your 
request, a certified copy of the 
audited final account of the pro- 
duction. 

In the _ circumstances, our 
clients, and in particular Monsieur 
Anouilh, whose reputation should 
be well known to you, feel that con- 
siderable damage has been done 
to them by your correspondent’'s 
negligence and/or bias and a copy 
of this letter is being sent to the 
American producers designate of 
the piay, Messrs. Producers The- 
atre, Inc., in order to find out 
whether their determination to 
present the play on Broadway, 
New York, has been negatively 
influenced by the above mentioned 
article. 

Apart from any claim of damage, 
which may be directed against you, 
we have to insist on an immediate 
rectification of the facts which you 
had previously wrongly stated, in 
the same position and style as the 
article in question. We feel that 
a paper of the standing of Variety 
should do everything in its power 
to correct misreporting, of which 
our authors take a very serious 
view indeed. 

Dr. Jan van Loewen 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres Set) 
BROADWAY 


Howle, 46th St. @-17-58). 
Swim in ce 











12 ‘ 

Up, Shubert (12-18-58). 

OFF-BROADWAY 
Young Provinciels, Cricket (9-68-58). 
Chaparral, Sheridan Sq. -9-58). 
Streetcar, Carnegie (9-17-58). 
dackknife, Royal ¢ ». 
Heloise, Gate (9-24-58). 
Lulu, 4th St. (9-29-58). 
Golden Six, York (10-13-58). 
Saiad Days, Barbizon-Plaze (11-11-58) 
Man Who Never Died, Jan Hus (11-19-58). 





Bway Better; Lunts $17,700 In 5, 


| H 


be | 





olliday $50,800, Darling’ $31,709, 


‘Story’ $46,209, Homeward’ $22,500 


+ 


Plan Schiller Cycle 


Stuttgart, Aug. 19. 

The compleie dramatic works of 
Johann Friedrich Schiller will be 
presented by the State Theatre 
here next year in honor of the 
200th anniversary of his birth in 
the nearby town of Marbach. Ger- 
man-language legit groups from a'l 
parts of Europe wil! participate in 
the program. Marbach, incidentally, 
is a'so planning ann‘versary events. 

The playwright died in 1805 at 
the age of 46. 


Road Continues Pickup; 
‘Music Man’ $75,200, L.A.; 
Muni Hefty $55,200, S.F. 


Business picked up for most 
teuring shows lasi week with tue 
approaching end of the summer 
doldrums. Grosses may be off a bit 
this week in the pre-Labor Day 
lull, but are due to start climbing 
next week and continue through 
the fall period. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetic designations for out 
of-town shows are the same as for | 
Broadway, except that hyphenated | 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. | 
Also, prices on tourng shows in- | 
clude 10% Federal Tax and local 
tax, if any, but as on Broadway | 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of | 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 








J 
| 


CHICAGO ? 


My Fair Lady, Shubert. (MC-RS) 
(42d wk) ($7; 2,100; $72,979). Over | 
$70,000. Previous week, $64,900. | 
Continues indefinitely. } 





LOS ANGELES 

Auntie Mame, Biltmore (C-RS) 
(2d wk) ($5.50-$4.40; 1,636; $51,600) 
(Eve Arden). House record, almost 
$51,500. Previous week, $29,200 in 
four performances. Continues 
through Oct. 4, then plays Frisco. | 

Music Man, Philharmonic Aud. | 
(MC-RS) (1st wk) ($6.40-$5.90; 2,- | 
670; $75,500). Opened Aug. 18 to 
four raves (Carroll, Herald-Ex- 
press; Goldberg, Times; Greene, 
Examiner; Kearns, Citizen-News) 
and one favorable (Kendal!, Mir- | 
ror-News); grossed over $75,200 | 
on Civic Light Opera subscription. | 
Continues through Sept. 30, then | 
moves to Frisco. 


| 





SAN FRANCISCO 

At the Grand, Curran (MD-T) (2d | 
wk) ($6.40-$5.50; 1,758; $58,000) | 
(Paul Muni). Nearly $55,200 on | 
Civic Light Opera subscription. 
Previous week, $55,000. Under- | 
going major revision and recasting; 
extending tryout tour. 

Mask and Gown, Geary (R-RS) | 
(Sth wk) ($4.95-$4.40; 1,550; $42.- 
000) (T. C. Jones). Nearly $12,500. 
Previous week, $12,000. Ex-ts next 
Saturday (30) for Los Angeles. 





WASHINGTON 

Auntie Mame, National (C-RS)| 
(2d wk) ($5.50-$4.95; 1,677; $46,-| 
307) (Constance Bennett). Over 


$41,700. Previous week, $43,600. 
Exited last Saturday (23) w con- 
tinue tour. 


British Shows 
(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 
Ah, Quelle Folie, Wint. Gard. (6-28-58). 
Any Other Biz, Westminster (4-10-58). 
At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57) 
Breath of Spring, Cambridge (3-26-58). 
Bey Friend. Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Duel of Angels, Apollo (4-24-58). 
Expresso ville (4-23-58). 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58). 
Flowering Cherry, Haymarket (11-21-57) 
For Adults Only, Strand (6-25-58). 
Hatful of Rain, Princes (6-11-58). 
irma Le Deuce, Lyric (7-17-58). 
Living for Pleasure, Garrick (7-10-58). 
Merry Widow, Coliseum (7-31-58). 
yy ag Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). | 
Not In the Book, Criterion (4-2-58). 
Party, New (5-28-58). } 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57). 
Rape of Belt, Picadilly (12-12-57) 
toar Like # Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
balad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 
im Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58). 
Speaking of Murder, St. Mart. (6-458). 
Trial Mary Dugan, paver (7-2-58). 
Tunnel of Love, Majesty's 
Unexpected Gvest, Duc’ 
Variation on Theme, Globe (5-68-58) 
Where's Charley, Palace @-20-58) 
You Can Have Body, Vic. Pal 2-58). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Brovhaha, Aldwych (8-27-58) 
Major Barbara, Royal Ct. @-28-58). 
Boy Growing Up, Globe (9-2-58). 
Auntie Mame, Adelphi (9-16-58). 
Garden District, Aris (9-16-58) 
Long Day’s Journey, Globe (9-24-58). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 








| 152). 


| 1,062; $36,625). 





Three Wey Switch, Aldwych (7-86-58). 


Business generally improved for 
Broadway shows last week. Only 
two entries registered substantial 
drops, while a few others held 


| steady. 


Of 15 shows running, “Music 
Man” and “My Fair Wady” were 
again the only sellouts. 

Estimates for Lest Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MY (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 


| etta), 


Other parenthetic designations 
rejer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices ‘where 
wo prices are given, the higher is 


t 
| for Friday-Saturday nights and the 


lower for weeknights), number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of taxes 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(8o0ch wk; 700 p) ($8.05; 1,453; $58,- 
101) (Judy Holliday). Almost $50,- 
800. Previous week, $48,900. 

Dark At the Top of the Stairs, 
Music Box (D) (38h wk: 300 p 
($5.75-$6.90; 1,010; $33,000). Nearly 
$21,000. Previous week, $21,100. 

Jamaica, Imperial, (MC) (37th 


/wk; 292 p) ($8.35; 1,427; $63,000) 


(Lena Horne, Ricardo Montalban). 
Over $38,600. Previous week, 
$40,900. 

Look Back in Anger, Golden (D) 
(47th wk; 375 p) ($5.75; 800; $25,- 
Over $14,000 on twofers, 
Previous week, $14,100 on twofers. 
Exits Sept. 20, to tour. 

Look Homeward, Angel, Barry- 
more ‘D) (39th wk; 308 p) ‘$6.90; 
1,076; $40,716) (Miriam Hdpkins). 
Almost $22,500. Previous week, 
$21,700. 

Music Man, Majestic (MC) (36th 
wk; 284 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $68,658) 
(Robert Preston). Another $69,400. 

My Fair Lady, Helliinger (MC) 
(128th wk; 1,019 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 
$68,210). Steady at $69,400. 

Romanoff and Juliet, Piymouth 
(C) (46th wk; 364 p) ($5.75-$6.25); 
Almost $17,900 on 
twofers. Previous week, $17,500 on 
twofers. Exits Sept. 13, to tour. 

Say, Darling, ANTA (MD) (21st 
wk; 164 p) ($7.50; 1,185; $50,460) 
(David Wayne). Over $31,700. Pre- 
vious week, $28,600. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (T°) 
(30th wk; 236 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $37 - 
500) (Ralph Bellamy). Almost $36,- 
000. Previous week, $37,100. 

Two For the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(32d wk; 252 p) ($6.90; 780; $31,- 
700) ‘(Dana And-vews). Nearly $30,- 
100. Previous week, $30,200. * 

Visit, Morosco ‘D) (10th wk; 77 
Pp) ($6.90; 946; $37,500) ‘Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne). Nearly 
$17,700 for five performances. Laid 


| off previous six weeks. 


West Side Story, Winter Garden 


| (MD) (48th wk; 380 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 


$63,203). Almost $46,200. Previous 
week, $42,800. 

Who Was That Lady, Beck (D) 
(25th wk; 200 p) ($6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
000) (Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Healy). Over $37,000, with Play of 
the Month Guild patronage. Previ- 

us week, $22,400. Closes next Sat- 
rday (30). 

Miscellaneous 

Auntie Mame, City Center (C) 
(2d wk; 16 p) ($3.80; 3,090; $61,812). 
(Sylvia Sidney). Almost $30,000. 
Previous week, $28,400. Ends lim- 
ited three-week stand next Satur- 
day (30). 


Off-Broadway Shows 


Blood Wedding, Actors Play- 
house (3-31-58). 

Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1,25- 

) 


Children of Darkness, Circle in 
the Square (2-28-58). 

Comic Strip, Barbizon 
(5-14-58). 

Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58). 

Guests of Nation, Marquee (6- 
26-58). 

lIonesco Plays, Sullivan St. (6-3- 


0 
u 





Plaza 


8) 

Playboy of the Western World, 
Tara (5-8-58). 

Threepenny Opera, deLys (9-20- 
55). 

Ulysses, Reoftop (6-5-58) 





Waiting for Godot, York (8-5- 
58); closes Sept. 13. 

Former Broadway star Mary 
Morris, acting instructor at the 


Carnegie Tech drama school, is 
currently playing the Salvation 
Army officer in “Guys and Dolls” 
at the Cleveland music tent. She 
recently had a cataract operation 
on one eye and is due for a repeat 
on the other. 
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See Chi Lyric Offering Blueprint 





Italian Government Contribution ond Cooperative 
Deal with Frisco May Be Solution of Opera Costs 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 
. A pair of new “arrangements” | 
involving Chi’s Lyric Opera Co. | 
may indicate ways of meeting the 
annual deficit of grand opera in the | 
U. S. without compromising the | 
grandness. Lyric last week received | 
a financial subsidy of about $16,000 | 
from the Italian government for | 
the coming season and entered into 
a mutudl aid pact with the San 
Francisco Co. on their common 
problems, particularly financial. | 
Costumes, scenery and overseas | 
transportation for foreign artists 
are three items that substantially 
inflate grand opera costs in the | 
U. S., and it is mainly in these 
three areas that_the co-op arrange- 
ment between the Chi and Frisco 
companies will focus this fall. The 
Coast company is shipping settings 
for Puccini's “Turandot” to Lyric | 
this year in exchange for the lat-| 
ter's “Don Carlo” sets. } 
S. F. Opera produced “Turandot” | 
in its 1953 season, and Lyric did | 
“Don Carlo” last year. 


| 


In addi- | 
tion, the two companies will try | 
to work out a method of importing | 
the same stars from abroad on a) 
split-season basis, each outfit being | 
responsible for half the transpor- 
tation expense. | 

A Lyric spokesman says it is im- 
possible to estimate how much 
‘ach company will save by the | 
single exchange of scenery and cos- | 
tumes, but he indicates it will be | 
substantial. Lyric’s annual deficit, 
despite excellent attendance in re- | 
cent years, has been averaging | 
around $200,000. | 

The grant from Italy is the first 
subsidy of its kind that Lyric has 
received and is understood to be 


the first of that country’s “reverse” | 
aid grant tothe U.S. Lyric, since pjest 


with that government in promoting 
opera in other countries. 

An attache in the Italian foreign 
ministry is quoted as saying of 
the grant, “We concluded that it 
was at least worth that eontribu- 
tion to have our foremost singers 
heard in Chicago.” 

Lyric, by the way, appears en- 
route to a banner season, having 
set a new company record in ad- 
vance subscription sales. Series 


purchases totaled more than $240,- | 


000, which is $40,000 more than 
last year’s advance. That amounts 
to abovt 51% of the opera season's 
total money capacity. 


PAY, REHEARSAL TILT 
FOR BRITISH DANCERS 


London, Aug. 19. 

Under a new deal negotiated by 
British Actors Equity, rehearsal 
pay for ballet dancers is being 
raised to $25.20 a week. The old 
rate was $11.20. Minimum salary 
has also been hiked to $25.20, a 
boost of $5.60. 

A provision in the earlier pact 
for a lower minimum rate for be- 
ginners has been abolished, and 





daily working hours have been low- | 


ered. The new agreement was the 
subject of an award by Lord Esher. 


HELEN BONFILS’ SEASON 


One of Six Events Hails ‘Rush To 
Rockies’ 











Denver, Aug. 26. 
A season of six attractions is set 
for the Denver Civic Theatre to 
open Oct. 9 with “No Time for 
Sergednts.” 
Other events include “The Hap- 
Millionaire,” ‘Missouri 


its inception, has depended entire-| [egend” and “Guys and Dolls.” 


ly on boxoffice sales and public 
contributions. 

Subsidy was inspired by the fact 
that Lyric every year imports 
quantities of opera stars from Italy, 
among them this season Renata 
Tebaldi, Tito Gobbi, Giuseppe di 
Stefano, Fernardo Corena and 
(juletta Simionato. Pino Donati, 
hired this year as musical advisor 
to Lyric general manager Carol 


All will be presented in the Bon- 
| fils Memorial Theatre. 
| Civic Theatre, per Helen Bon- 
fils, is negotiating for one of the 
| hit dramas of a recent Broadway 
season plus a mystery drama. This 
| is the 30th season for the Civic and 
|the sixth in the present Bonfils 
theatre. 

“Missouri Legend.” a play about 
Frank and Jessie James, will be 


| BALLET SERIES, LONDON 





| ¢-neenth Season of Dance Troupes 


Opening Sept. 10. 





London, Aug. 26. 


A three-month ballet season 
starts Sept. 10 at the London 
Coliseum, following the current 


run of “The Merry Widow,” which 
transferred recently from Sadler’s 
Wells. The opening dance offering 
will be the International Ballet of 
the Marquis De Cuevas, 
Rosella Hightower, Nina Vyrou- 
bova,, Serge Golovine, with Leo- 
nide Massine guesting. 

Antonio’s Spanish Ballet will be 
next, opening Oct. 7 for a six-week 
run, Both presentations will be 
under the Leon Hepner banner, in 
association with Victor Hoch- 
hauser. The final offering of the 
ballet season isn’t set. 


As previously reported, the Coli- | 


seum’s Christmas show wili be the 
| Rodgers and Hammerstein version 
of “Cinderella.” 


‘IRISH PROTESTANTS 
REGRET ‘HATE’ PLAY 


Edinburgh, Aug. 26. 
International Festival here per 
usual developed some controversy. 








| Play presented by the Ulster Group | 
Northern | 


|Theatre Company from 
Ireland, “The Bonfire” by Gerard 
McLarnon, at the Lyceum Theatre 
Monday (opening Sept. 1) has al- 
ready aroused 4 comment 
from city council: belfast. 


i 


Along with the .- other mem- 
bers of Belfast city corporation, 
Councillor Horan was invited to 


{the opening perforraance of the 
play at the Opera House, Belfast, 
prior to its arrival here. 

Later, Horan cc:nmented: “It is 
|a great slur on the intelligence of 


|the Ulster people who saw it and | 


on the Orange Institution. It 
portrays a way of life which does 
not exist.” 

(The Orange Institution, strong 


in Northern Ireland, is a pro-Pro- | 


testant movement which condemns 
Roman Catholicism and organizes 
regular street demonstrations). 
“There is no hatred between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics 
as depicted in this play,” cdded 
Horan. “I do not think it fair 
to the citizens of Belfast that such 
a terrible show should be allowed 
to go to the Edinburgh Festival.” 


Action of “The Bonfire” 
place near Belfast on the night 
before the Twelfth of July (Orange 


























Fox, is understood to have instru-| given in March as part of Colora-|Day) celebrations, and ends in 
mented the contribution from) do’s “Rush to the Rockies’ Cen-|the suicide of a young Roman 
Italy, having worked previously | tennial celebration. Catholic sailor on a street bonfire. 

aibony 

, = \N ARRIC 
us nd \ bony 
News, A 
KING co UARRICK ORES 


Thank you 





MR. RODGERS and MR. HAMMERSTEIN 
FOR THE THRILL OF HEARING 
CHEERS, TEARS and BRAVOS! 


trom 
audience roosted ger atest 
“The vat gewed o* 3. wth br 
tae — : end viveciow pleasant singing 
OF + wroattive invorpretetion 
voice.” 


Ruth Warrick 
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takes | 
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Mark Hanna Agency Continues | 

Molly Binion (Mrs. Rogers), for | 
| 24 years general executive aide to 

| the late Mark Hanna who died sud- 

denly in New York two weeks ago 
of a cerebral hemorrhage, is carry- 
ing on the literati and theatrical 
agency bearing his name. Miss Bin- 
ion is sole beneficiary of his estate. 
He left no known relatives. 

Will will not be filed for probate 
until attorney Howard Reinheimer, 
now vacationing at his Sun Valley 
(Idaho) ranch, returns after Labor 
Day. He was Hanna’s attorney and 
upon news of his death advised 
Miss Binion that she had been 
willed the business, his cooperative 
apartment and all that went with it. 


Danton Walker’s N.Y. Guides 
Carlton Cole, who agented Dan- 
ton Walker's book “Danton's In- 
ferno” and Hy Gardner's *“‘Cham- 
| pagne Before Breakfast,” has set 
|a deal for November publication 
|of “Danton Walker's Guide to 
|New York Nitelife,” via Putnam. 
| The tome will be issued annu- 
ally in both deluxe hardcover and 
| paperback editions, with the col-| 
umnist updating material for each 
new edition. 


| 





S&S’ Pipeline To H’wood 

Five titles from the Simon & 
Schuster spring list have been sold 
to Hollywood, more than in any 
previous year of the outfit’s history. 
Spring list items going cinematic 
are Sloan Wilson's “A Summer 
Place,” Walter Ross’ “The Immor- 
tal,” Romain Gary's “The Roots of 
Heaven,” Roger Manvell’s “The 
Dreamers” and John D. Mac- 
Denald’s “The Executioners.” Also 
one of the four stories from Martha 
Gellhorn’s “Two by Two” was sold. 


From S&S's forthcoming list, 
Hollywood pacted Rona Jaffe's 
“The Best of Everything.” J. R 


Salamanca’s “The Lost Country,” 
“Mildred Savage's “Parrish.” Vahe 
Ketcha’s “The Hook” and Romain 
Gary’s “Lady L.” 





For Longhairs 


Doubleday has three concert- 
opera books on its fall agenda. 
Milton Cross’ “Favorite Arias 


|} From The Great Operas” is a com- 
panion to the vet radio-tv announc- 
er’s previous books. This is a $7.50 
item, annotated by Henry W. Si- 
mon, piano arrangements bv Alex- 
ander Steinert and new transla- 
tions into English by Chester Kall- 
man 

“The Concert.Goer’s Annual” is 
edited by Evan Senior, English 
music critic who edited all 1957 
annual 

Harold Rosenthal has edited the 
“International Opera Annual,” as 
he has four previous volumes. He 
was for many years archivist of the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Gar- 
den, London. 

Harold Hobson, who edited the 
| first two editions in this series, has 
a new “International Theatre An- 
nual” due in October. Besides the 
English theatre, the American the- 
atre and off-Broadway he has 
pieces on the theatres of South 
Africa, France and India. 
day also the publisher. 





‘Durango Kid’ Lengel 

William C. Lengel, editor-in- 
chief of Fawcett World Library, 
made the Denver Post recently as 
|result of a facetiously-phrased let- 
| ter he got off to municipal officials 
{in Durango, Colorado, to whom he 
|had written for a copy of his birth 
certificate. 

Lengel wrote the authorities 
(forgetting they are mostly a hu- 
|morless breed) that he was the first 
white child born there when there 
|‘‘was nothing around but Indians,” 
|and that he was known in literary 
|circles as “The Original Durango 
| Kid.” As a result of his letter, the 


| Denver Post appeared with a yarn | 


|that Lengel claimed the title of 
“Durango Kid.” Lengel actually 
left the town of his birth at the 
age of six weeks. The church 


courthouse housing 
|} were subsequently 
| fire. 


the 





More Show Biz Items 
Robert Carson’s “Love Affair” 


novel, as was his “The Magic Lan- 
tern,” a Book-of-the-Month selec- 
tion. Carson also authored the 
Academy Award-winning screen- 
play of “A Star Is Born.” 

Also from Holt, as is Carson's 
book, will come “Television: 
Techniques for Planning and Per- 
formance,” by Samuel L. Becker 
and H. Clay Harshbarger. 


Len O’Connor’s Book 
Len O’Connor, NBC newscaster 








Martin's Press (N.Y.) is issuing this 





Double- | 


where he was baptized and the | 
records | 
destroyed by 


is a Hollywood-backgrounded | 


in Chi, has authored a book, “They | 
Talked to a Stranger,” which St. | 





rati 





fall. Volume is named for a spe- 
cial pubaffairs radio series O’Con- 
nor conducted on WMAQ, Chi, in 
1955 in which he interviewed teen- 
age hoodlums for sociological in- 
sights into juvenile delinquency. 

_O’Connor’s book is mainly 2 com- 
pilation of transcripts of those 
shows. 


ITU To Continue Publishing 

International Typographical Un- 
ion concluded national convention 
in Frisco last Friday (22) by re- 
jecting motion to end its ownership 
of newspapers. 

ITU, through its Unitypo Corp., 
owns the Colorado Springs Free 
Press, the Jamestown Sun and a 
string of weeklies in Miami area. 

Attempt to have the convention 
direct that these papers be sold by 
March 1961, was defeated after 
president Elmer Brown said papers 
would be disposed of whenever un- 
ion can sell “at a reasonable price 
to responsible persons.” ITU is 
scheduled to meet in Philadelphia 
next vear. 


CHATTER 

Mary Astor’s autobiog, “My 
Story,” will be published next Jan, 
8 by Doubleday. Gloria Safier 
agented the deal. 

British Empire rights to the Bar- 
ney Ross autobiography, “No Man 
Stands Alone,” co-authored with 
Martin Abramson, purchased by 
Stanley Paul Publishing Co., Lon- 
don. 

Long Island Golfer Inc. author- 
ized to conduct a publishing and 
printing business in Roslyn, LI. 
Also Fago Magazines Inc. and 
Technical Education & Manage- 
ment Inc., both New York. 

Photogenic Franco-American au- 
thor Catherine Arley, Paris-born 
actress long wth the Theatre des 
Ambassadeurs, Paris, and later in 
French pix, decorates both the 
front and back jackets of Random 
House's just published “Woman of 
Straw.” It’s her second novel 

Bill Boss, w.k. Canadian war 
correspondent (Europe and Asia), 
has left his post with The Cana- 
dian Press news service to head 
the new department of public re- 
lations and publicity with the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa. He will also 
lecture on political science at the 
school. 

Richard M. Elman, Brooklyn- 
born writer who works in the New 
York office of CBS News, has a 
novella in the third issue of the 
new Texas Quarterly, published by 
the University of Texas Press. El- 
man’s piece is called “A Coat For 
The Tsar,” and fits into the Rus- 
sian focus of the Quarterly’s Aug. 
22 issue. Ten pen-and-ink illustra- 
tions provided by Austin architect 
Bubi Jessen. 











Franklyn Fox 








Father Grieg 


1 “Song of Norway” 


Jones Beach Marine Theatre 
Long Island 

















COUNTRY ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


48 acres, lake, waterfall. 100 
year old manor house. Care- 
taker's cottage. Barn, shed 
and other outbuildings. One 
hour from midtown Manhat- 
tan. $7,000 per annum. 
Box V-825-58, Variety 
154 W. 46th St. New York 36. 
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OPERA HOUSE AS MUSEUM 


Building in East Haddam, Conn.. 
Now Used as Storehouse 


Hartford, Aug. 26. 
The East Haddam Opera House, 





Talent Requires No Neurosis 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 

In certain circles of American and British show business, notably 
the legitimate theatre, there has for a long time been a more or 
less openly expressed theory that “talent” is another name for 
a painful tail-burr. The implcation of genius or talent was the 
existence of inner conflict, tension, drive. The father of royalties 
was torment. 

Now comes Dr. Lawrence S. Kubie to say, in his new book, that it 
isn't that way at all. To be creative it is not necessary to be 
neurotic, conflicted, homosexual or phantom-ridden. Nobody is 
talent because of such conditions, though some are talented despite 
them. No form of illness or phobia make a person talented but 
always psychological sickness and conflict “block and corrupt the 
creative act.” 

Kubie cites neurotic writers and composers whe repeatedly 
turn out the same story or the same tine because of an interior 
“crippling of the capacity to assemble new data or to arrange old 
data in new patterns.” Unconscious forces, in other words, de- 
velop “stereotyped and rigid repetitiveness.” j 

In arguing that the talented neurotic ought to stop congratulat- 
ing himself for his peculiarites, the psycho-analyst asserts that 


“the neurotic in art is no more self-healing than is the (ordinary) ‘Cathedral’ Is Murder 
neurotic in the clinic. is - 
The just-published volume, bearing the title “Neurotic Distor- At Ellenville as Rain 
Dents Tent and the B.0. 


tion of the Creative Process” (U. of Kansas, $3), is the full state- 
ment of a thesis the same doctor presented in the spring of 1957 
before the Authors and Dramatists Assembly of the Authors 
League of America at the Biltmore Hotel, N.Y. This was the Storm-burst tent and summer 
best-attended and most curiously-inhibited panel discussion of downpour that cancelled the opera 
America’s first national writers convention. The writers divided “Murder In The Cathedral” at El- 
as to whether their profession was or was not an idiosyncrasy. lenville, N.Y., last Thursday (21) 
The book repeats some of Kubie’s own needlessly self-conscious capped a jinx summer for operator 
tendencies to apologize for his own argument and to fall from Frank Forest. Neither the weather 
ready clarity into professional mumbo-jumbo phrases like “what I nor the paying public proved bene- 
call the bipolar anchorage of symbolic process.” volent. “Cathedral” washed out 
Nonetheless in the book, as before the Authors League, Kubie after postponing from the previous 
has imaginatively attempted to come to grips with a great modern Thureday date, originally sched- 
myth among intellectuals and artists. If Kubie’s prose is uneven, uled. 
occasionally admirably lucid, at other times murky and laborious, Forest sought during 1958 to re- 
the good doctor may be illustrating in his own work the validity of coup his losses of the previous sum- 
his own doctrine, namely, that deep, hidden personality trends mer by switching from all-longhair 
to supposed “pop” bookings. The 
switch to the farce “No Time For 
Sergeants,” at a time when the 





nearby East Haddam, may become 
a theatrical museum. That's the 
plan of the Haddam Historical 
Society. 

The State Highway Dept., which 
uses the building for storing elec- 
trical equipment, is willing to give 
up the premises if it is made safe. 
Gov. 
tentative approval of the project. 

The Opera House, built in 1876, 


tions through the early 1900's, in 
many cases companies coming here 
by boat from New York. 


rise to “corrupt, mar, distort and block creativeress in every 
field.” 
One of his finer insights should be quoted: 

“Without self-knowledge in depth we can have dreams, 
but no art. We can have the neurotic raw mcter‘al of litera- 
ture but no mature literature. We can have no adults, but 
only aging children who are armed with words and paint with culture. Gross was reported 
and clay and atomic weapons, none of which they understand.” crimson-tinged and Forest was 


— | looking forward to “Cathedral” and 
° |\“*La Boheme’ ’ ed th 
Culture Center Voted But |Anne Rogers Will Get policy Which in turn was suppose 
lowan Sneers at Aid oie 
. & f th 
For Toe & Tap Dancers resis ‘tad tourer, wait 
t 


grind houses, was peculiarly down- 
beat for a sum:ner tent identified 














Chi’s Sa~ah Siddons Nod | oy seteeuinn set a 
ent was first struck in the after- 
hicago, Au. _ noon and the attempted perform- 
receive 
, y Chi ‘ : 

Washington, Aug. 26. pod Pccgy A sy as pone th | short respite, though perhaps 1,500 
The House waited until almost | of the year. The local playgoer or-| Were inside. Audience was protect- 

the last minute, until there was | lc gets _\ed since canvas was tr 

: | ganization annually awards a 40-| b 
doubt whether there was enough) ong bronze and marble statuette | 20ve stage. The bass viol. st had 
time left in the session to act, ANG | O96 aire Siddons. the 18-19th cen- | an umbrella up over his instrument 
then it went ahead and approved | try British star, to an actress ap- | when the music began. 

a bill to make a national Cultural | pearing in the Winay City, either! Desperate not to lose the advan- 
Center possible by a surprisingly i, » -egular legit show or in| ‘@8¢ of having the American pre- 
lopsided vote of 261-55. The Cen- strewbhet miere of 
ter, when built, will presen: opera, | “niice Rogers is the third British- | 4tal.” Forest was trying over week- 
ballent and other “cultural events.” 14.5 player to receive the award, end to get Carnegie Hall or some 
Rep. H. R. Gross (R., Ia.), WhO tne others being Beatrice Lillie | Other suitable Manhattan house be- 
has used up thousands of dollars! ,44 Deborah Kerr. 














Congressional Record to attack | j,ception in 1953 are Helen Hayes, 

would eventually be the subject Atlanta Group Elects 

too, cost the government money “Lies Like Truth” by Harold for a second term as president of 

million. He assailed Gevernment | 4ramatic criticism of the past dec- | tion of the local amateur outfits. 
|morrow, among other sources. Book| Other officers are George Good- 


worth of expensive space in the| \+4 have won the award since its Outlook was reported poor. 
eve minor expenditures of Fed-| hirley Booth. 
ere| funds, warned that the Center | Nancy Kelly and Shirley Boo 
’ 
of a als to Congress for Federal Clurman undu Atlanta, Aug. 26. 
poem He added that it would, s Ro P Richard Aeck has been re-elected 
i : : ts ; 
since the land to be donated must Clurman (Macmillan; $6); presents | Theatre Atlanta, community group 
be worth at least $5 million to $10) # cross-section of the author's 
‘ led from his articles in| 
nding for “toe dancing and tap 24e, cul , | Max Cuba, treasurer of group since 
y aera . ° | The Nation, New Republic and To- | its founding, also was re-elected. 
|is dedicated to actress Stella Ad- | win, executive vice president: Kitt 
DOLLAR OPERA NOW $4.25 jer, his wife, and treats theatres in | Anderson, Mary Nell - ome fhewend 
| America, England, France, Ger-| Zenas Sears and L. T. Shoemaker, 
many and Israel. Author analyzes | yjice-presidents, and Jean Roth- 





Cosmopolitan Lives Up Month's 
Spring Season 





the works of most of the estab-| stein, secretary. 





on the Connecticut River shore in. 


Abe Ribicoff has expressed | 


played various theatrical produc-. 


Warner film version was hitting the | 


| ance, exploiting a lull, did not start | 
j until afier 9:30, only to prove a’ 


only | 


“Murder in the Cathe- | 


Americans | fore the involved talent dispersed. | 


formed last year by the amalgama- | 


Legit Bits 


Selma Lynch, formerly with the 
Gloria Safier agency, has joined 
| David Susskind’s Talent Associates 
production office as casting direc- 
tor with Rese Tobias. 

Michael Perkins, stage ;manager 
at the Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring 
Lake, N. J., was seriously injured 
in an auto crash last Thursday (21) 
at Belmar, N. J., and is in the Fit- 
kin Memorial Hospital, Neptune, 
N. J. 
| Frederick Brisson is due next 
Tuesday (2) on the Queen Marvy 
from Copenhagen for the start of 
| rehearsals of “The Pleasure of His 
Company,” which he's co-produc- 
ing with the Playwrights Co. 

Marty Shwartz, who's been out 
jahead of the Sylvia Sidney com- 
pany of “Auntie Mamie,” has re- 
turned to the office of Broadway 
pressagent Richard Maney. 

William and Jean Eckart wil! de- 


sign the scenery, costumes and 
lighting for “Far Away the Train 
Birds Cry.” 


Robert Anderson, whose “Silent 
Night, Lonely . Night” has been 
/postponed by the Playwrights Co. 
until next season, is writing the 
screenplay for Romain Gary's 
novel, “Lady L,” for Metro. 

Ernest Flatt is choreographing 
the Mary Martin touring show 

Elinor Green, managing editor 
of The Playbill, gets home next 
| week from a European vacation. 
Incidentally, the publication has 
moved its offices from lower Man- 
hattan to Madison Ave. in the mid- 

s. 
| In a memory-bee during lunch 
last week, producer Max Gordon 
bet theatre manager Louis A. 
Lotito that there was never a 
| Broadway musical titled “The 
Canary.” He lost. 

Cyril Ritchard is due back next 
Tuesday (2) from a vacation in 
Honolulu. 
,in “The Pleasure of His Company.” 

Kermit Bloomgarden, back from 
attending the Los Angeles open- 
ing of the touring edition of his 
production, “The Music Man,” is 
generally taking it easy after his 
heart attack of last spring. He 
comes in from East Hampton, L.L., 
only every week or so. 

Theatrical Interests Plan. Inc., 
will not be partnered with William 
|Darrid in the upcoming Broadway 
| production of “The Disenchanted.” 

Reginald Denenholz, assistant to 
pressagent William Fields, is on 
the Coast for advance work on the 
tryout of “This Is Edwin Booth.” 
| Mrs. Claire Degener has joined 
| Curtis Brown, Ltd., as head of the 
|office’s play-film-tv department. 
She'll be assisted by Jo Stewart, 
formerly of the Sydney Sanders 
Agency, which recently merged 
with the Brown office. 
| E. P. Clift is resigning as direc- 
|tor Minster Productions, a British 
| firm, to concentrate on a new pro- 
ducing organization he’s forming. 

Malcolm Wells, formerly with 
staff of the Playwrights Co. and co- 
producer of last season's revival of 
“Country Wife,” has joined Rob- 
ert Whitehead’s production staff 
with Producers Theatre. 

An off-Broadway production of 


James Forsyth’s “Heloise,” which. 


preemed in London in 1951, is 
slated for a Sept. 24 opening at the 
| Gate Theatre by Gene Dingenary. 
Hillard Elkins, currently on the 
| Coast with his wife, actress-dancer 
| Mary Ellen Terry, for the opening 
| there of the new personal manage- 
ment office. which he’s operating 
/with Herb Eiseman, {s due back in 





lished playwrights as well as en-| 
San Francisco, Aug. 26. |tries by later arrivals, Samuel 
Cosmopolitan Opera Co. will) Beckett and John Osborne. 
give a month-long spring season | Clurman’s directorial chores 
of eight operas at the Frisco Opera | serve as background material for 
Mouse, says General Director Dario much of the book, which is an ex- 
Shindell. ~ cellent successor 
Season will run from Feb. 24 tome about the 
through March 24 and will consist “The Fervent Years.” 
of “Madame’ Butterfly,” “La Bo- | 
heme,” “Carmen,” “Lucia di Lam- | 
mermoor,” “Rigoletto,” “La Tra- | 
“Tosca” and “A Masked | 


British playwright John Osborne 


Rodo. 





Press Lists 


aes Continued from page 57 See 


gets back. The two Shuberts left \“The Summer of the 17th Doll,” 
last Wednesday (20), but although | Seesaw,” “Under Milk Wood” and 


two works produced in the U.S. 





from Italy for American debuts— 


Gian ¥ i 
Roberti-‘and hae cleo saned An |John will be back shortly, his fath-| are by U.S. authors. 


oni _|er plans a longer vacation. by Ketti Frings from Thomas 
ge Bane ag ny y Warensk- | While the New York press list | William Gibson). 

aran, Brian Sullivan, Giuseppe situation seems to be due for set- 
ampora, Sally Hazzard and Rich- tlement, however, there’s no sign | last week at the Terrace Theatre 
erd Tucker for Cosmopolitan de- |! modification of the new ban on 
buts. passes for visiting critics and dra- 

Cosmopolitan {3 no longer “dol-|™4 editors at the Shubert’s Broad- 
lar opera” as it started ou. crix | W8¥ theatres. Meanwhile, the un- 
years ago, but $4.25 orchestra and favo.able comment in out-of-town 
prand tier seats are still lose tian ¢'ama column in. even in edi- 
alf the price of Frisco Opera | ‘rials, is g-owing both in volume 

and severity. 
In some cases there have been 


several_key scenes. The show is a 
way. 


a child. 


seats. Capitalist Campbell Mc- 
Gregor, president of the company, 


H practically unintelligible to native 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


will get an unusual distinction with 


to his earlier) the forthcoming publication of the 1957-58 edition of Dodd, Mead's 
Group Theatre, annual “Best Plays” series, edited by Louis Kronenberger, drama | 
| critie for Time mag. Osborne, as the author of both “Look Back in 
| Anger” and “The Entertainer,” wil! not only have two plays cited Ring Gallery Theatre, Hollywood, 
among the 10 “best,” but will be joining the select circle with his first 


The other eight “bests” as picked by Kronenberger, are “Dark at the 
Top of the Stairs,” “Look Homeward, Angel,” “The Rope Dancers,” 
“Time Remembered,” “Two for the 


“The Visit.” Only three of the 10 


“Stairs” (by William Inge), “Angel” (adapted 


Wolfe's novel) and “Seesaw” (by 


“Yerma,” the Frederico Lorca-Paul Bowles musie drama tried out 


of Denver Univ., will probably be 


possibility for production on Broad- 


When “Come Back, Little Sheba” was produced in Turkey, it was 


playgoers. For although the Turks, 


He'll stage and costar | 


sias picked up any deficits in the 
past. 





George Bonyai, general manager 
for producer Gil Miller, re- 
turned to New York last week 
from a six-week business-pleasure 
trip to Europe. 





mentions of the unsatisfactory con- 
ditions of the Shuberts’ old thea- 
tres, sarcastic references to the 
Government consent decree against 
the firm and unflattering com- 
ments about various Shubert ef- 
forts over the years to throttle 
newspaper criticism. 


unlike most strict Moslems, drink wines and spirits, alcoholism is vir- 
tually unknown there. That is reported by Kenneth Macgowan, one- 
time Broadway producer and emeritus faculty member of the UCLA 
drama department, who recently returned from a visit to the Near 
East. Both “Death of a Salesman” and “Born Yesterday” survived 
translation well ar4 were popular with Turkish audiences, Macgowan 
says. 





New York this week. Incidentally, 
new additions to the ETkins-Eise- 
man talent stable include writer 
John Bradford and director Ted 
Post. 

Betsy Von Furstenberg began a 
two-week stand in “Cat on a Hot 
| Tin Roof” at the Long Beach (L.1.) 
Playhouse last night ‘Tues.). The 
production was directed by Rich- 
ard Poston. 

The run of “Song of Norway” 
at the Jones Beach ‘L. L.). Marine 
Theaye has been extended one 
week through Sept. o. 

Stuart Allen, who was with CBS- 
TV for eight years as a studio man- 
ager, has rejoined the John R. Rog- 
ers Producing Co. as producer-di- 
rector and business consultant for 
civic celebrations. 

A musical version of Robert 
Bright’s novel, “The Spirit of the 
Chase,” with book by Ronald Alex- 
ander and music and lyrics by 
Jerry Herman, is planned for 
Broadway production late this sea- 
son by Lehman Engel, John Rob- 
erts and Lawrence Kasha. George 
Schaefer will direct. 

Neil Hartley is production stage 
meneane for “The World of Suzie 

cng.” 

Sets for the upcoming off-Broad- 
way production of “The Golden 
Six” are being designed by Rebert 
Soule. 

“Lady of the Manor,” an original 
Ivvaeli drama by Leah Goldberg, 
has been translated by T. Karmi 
and adapted by Ruth Hill for off- 
Broadway production next October 
by Eris Productions, Inc., ‘a newly- 
formed American-Israeli company, 
Founders and producers of the firm 
are Jacob Baal-Teshuva, Albert 
Ben-Zwie, of Tel Aviv’s Kamerli 
l'heatre, where the original version 
of the play ran for 250 perform- 
ances, and Paul Tyras. 

“Talent °'58,” a showcase for 
young and unknown theatrical 
vilent, will be presented the after- 
noon of Sept. 16 at the Majestie 
Theatre, N.Y. 

Byrne Piven has replaced Bill 
Butler as director of the forthcom- 
ing off-Broadway production of 
“Jackknife.” 

The John Golden Theatre, N.Y., 
will be re-decorated after “Look 
Beck in Anger” ends its runs there 
Sept. 20. 

Paul Foley and Marjorie Win- 
field will be respective stage man- 
ager and assistant for “The Man 
in the Dog Suit.” 

William Gyimes and a co-oper- 
ative group of Negro actors will 
present a musicai version of “The 
Feg and I” at thef Jan Hus Audi- 
tcrilum, N. Y., beginning next 


| Wednesday (3). The music for the 


‘tuner was composed by Frank 
| Brents, the lyrics by Wilford Sa 
and the book by Hal Pockriss. Ed 
| Cambridge is director. 

| Elmer Rice’s “The Adding Ma- 
chine’ is being performed Satur- 
; day nights at the Actors Repertory 
Theatre Workshop, N.Y. 

Actor Karl Lucas recently com- 
pleted a variety of Coast assign- 
ments that took in “The Cave 
Dwellers” at the Dah! Theatre, 
Hollywood; the Paramount film, 
“The Trap,” and the upcoming 
Four Star Productions series for 
tv, “The Rifleman.” 

Marijane Maricle, who recently 
returned to New York from Atlanta 
where she was featured in a series 
of musical at Theatre-under-the- 
Stars, began a tour last Monday 
(25) of the Music Fairs in Valley 
Forge, Pa. Camben, NJ., and 
Westbury, L.1., as Donna Lucia in 
“Where's Charley?” 
| George Boroff reopens his Circle 
' Theatre, Hollywood, in September 
with “River in a High Place.” @ 

Buck Class will star in “Dead 
Pigeon,” melodrama by Leonard 
Kantor opening Sept. 5 at Players’ 


| 





Elizabeth Huntington, daughter 
of John and Connie Huntington, 
respective producer and treasurer 
al the Spa Summer Theatre, Sara- 
toga, N.Y., made her acting debut 
at the barn recently as one of the 
|moppets in “Cat on a Hot Tin 

oof.” 

Richard B. Shull, former execu- 
tive assistant to the late Broadway 
producer Gordon W. Pollock, has 
succeeded W. Francis Wilkins as 


revised to suit Libby Holman, star and principal backer, and to clarify | poeral manager of the Kent Musie 


Circle, Detroit. 
“Gigi,” with Margaret Banner- 


Miss Holman frankly conceded that she is too old for the leading man and Catherine Payne as — 
role, as written, of a young woman obscessed with the idea of maternity, | will begin a four-week run Sept. 
and with the passing years, increasingly upset over her failure to have at tne Alley Theatre, Houston. 


Vern Goldsmith, formerly with 
Warner's press department in New 
York, will be production stage 
manager for “And Every Spirit 
Bird,” which will be presented nex 


Saturday-Sunday (30-31) at tbe 
White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn. 


“Love Letters With Fostini” will 
be presented for three performe 
ances Sept, 12-13 at Theatre East, 
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Broadway 


Legit producer Herman Levin's 
cable address is “Hermsville.” 

Martin Manulis and Arthur 
Hornbiow Jr. back from Europe 

esterday (Tues.) on the Queen 
elizabeth. 

Harold M. Goldblatt, w.k. show 
biz attorney, in N. Y. Hospital with 
heart attack. No visitors, but get- 
ting better. 

Harry Revel, the songwriter, was 
rushed to the New York Hospital 
Sunday (25) suffering with stomach 

ains. Najor surgery was per- 
ormed on Monday. 

Theatrical attorney I. Robert 
Broder and agent Jack Davies off 
to Las Vegas for the preem of “Li'l 
Abner” at the Riviera. Broder con- 
tinues on to the Coast and thence 
to Mexico City. 

A $14 blue-plate-special will be 
the table d’hote dinner dance tariff 
for Julie Wilson’s reopening of the 
St. Regis’ Maisonette Sept. 4. 
There will be a $2 and $3 (Sat. 
night) couvert for the regular a la 
carte policy. 

Jerome Lawrence (and Robert E. 
Lee) wonders when VarIETY will 
incept an Over The Pole sailings 
department; “and, with the Nauti- 
lus’ pioneering, pretty soon it'll be 


Under The Pole,” observes the 
playwright. 
Charles L. Casanave Jr. suc- 


ceeds his late father, former film 
exec, as president of the Fred As- 
taire Dance Studios Corp., and his 
brother, Chester F. Casanave, 
named exec v.p. and treasurer. 
Astaire is board chairman. 

The Walter Reade circuit, which 
alsc operates restaurants on New 
Jersey's Garden State Parkway, 
will open a gourmet restaurant in 
a suburban shopping center. Eat- 
ery, to be known as the Continen- 
tal, will bow early in November in 


the Garden State Plaza Shopping| 


Center at Paramus, N. J. 
Showmen-visitors to Cleo and 
Carl Brisson at the Hotel d’Angle- 
terre, Copenhagen, where he is re- 
cuperating, report the Danish- 
American song interpreter making 
excellent progress, especially since 


the Freddie Brissons (Rosalind 
Russell) and their son, Lance, 
visited them. 

P. Howard (Klondike Percy) 


Secor, vet linotype operator at the 
Rogowski Press where Variety is 
printed, is retiring next week. A 
longtime Florida aficionado, he’s 
uncertain whether to encore Miami 
Beach or try his predilections as 
“Klondike Percy,” in the Yukon 
belt of the 49th state. 

David Blair MeClosky, former 
opera singer and concert artist, 
appointed to the faculty of Boston 
U. He was previously with Ameri- 


can symphony orchestra and sang | 


with the Chicago Opera Company. 
At Boston U. he will be an associ- 
ate professor of speech in the 
school of fine and applied arts. 
Republicans are starting to con- 
tract gubernatorial candidate Nel- 
son Rockefeller’s name to Rocky 
It may land a few Italian voters. 





Three), together with Yank jazz 
clarinetist Albert Nicholas. 

Abbe Lane leaves soon for Spain 
to continue work on “Sailors, 
Women, And Trouble,” in which 
she has Maurizio Arena as partner. 
Pie is Jtalo-Spanish coproduction. 

Cecil’ Parker follows up his re- 
cent “Indiscreet” stint with an 


Italian feature, “Patto a Quattro,” | 
for Intercontinental Film. Thesp_ 


arrived, here to prep his part, only 
English-speaking role in pic. 

Franca Gandolfi, wife of “Nel 
Blu, Dipinto di blu” composer 
Domenico Modugno, mother of 
baby boy during husband's brief 
U.S. trip, where he was feted on 
hit disk. 

Earl Blackwell to Venice for 
Film Fest after brief Austrian 
swing. Miss Maxwell already in 
lagoon city for fall society season 
there. She'll give her usual party 
during pic fete. ; 

Mario Lanza still vacationing in 
Germany, after which he'll prep his 
upcoming production tentatively 
titled “Silent Melody.” Rudolph 
Mate may direct, Julie Harris, Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes, may costar. 

In-and-out-of-Rome: Irving Paul 
Lazar, Gayelord Hauser, Anthony 
Havelock-Allan, Teddy Wilson, Ed 
Sullivan, Steve Allen, Shelley Win- 
ters, Ginger ‘Rogers, Mrs. Burt 
Lancaster, George Stoll, Maria 
Gambarelli, Mari Blanchard. ; 

Mario Soldati, on leave from his 
third unit “Ben Hur” direction 
chores, directs comedian Renato 
Rascel in Titanus’ “Policarpo de 
Tappeti,” while putting finishing 
touches onto his newest novel, “The 
Two Cities.” ’ 

Valentina Cortese looking for 
male partner for “Two for the See- 
saw,” which Luchino Visconti will 


been submitted to Walter Chiari, 
after Marcello Mastroianni and 


due to previous commitments. 








Drive-In Diet 


= Continued from page | ae 


the lowest instincts of teen- 
agers. The program will sub- 
ject youngsters to a dusk-to- 
dawn parade of hopheads, 
dragstrippers, violence, licenti- 
ousness, psychopaths and hood- 
lums.” 

Paper said that the parent who 








permits his offspring to attend 
such shows “should have his head 
examined.” And the editorial 
writer said he was “speechless” 
over the idea of theatres present- 
ing such programs. 

Reader reaction, as printed by 


| the Trib, was quick in coming. A 


dark seclusion of the parked cars,” 
but maybe an editorial such as the 
Trib’s might give juves certain 
| ideas. 

| A clergyman pinned the blarme 





*| partially on the Trib itself for ac- 


What's this? South Africa boasts cePting the ads. 


that it 


recently shipped 200,000 | 


Another vox pop opinion was 


gallons of its wine to France, home | that the Trib ought to “clean up its 
of the grape, with 720,000 gallons | pornographic movie section” be- 


in all contracted because of two 
poor vineyard years in France. 
Information on the whereabouts 
of Ernest Gordon Hall, at one 
time partnered with Bert Gordon 
in the team of Gordon & Gordon, 
being sought by his wife, Kathryn 
Wilen Hall, 3012 Ruth St., Phila- 
delphia. He is also believed to 
have worked with a medicine show 
under the name of Dr. Vane. The 
Halls were married in 1921 in San 
Francisco and separated in 1938. 
The Justus B. L. Lawrence ap- 
pointed by the Senate as one of 
sevaral delegates to UNESCO. is 
better known in show biz as Jock 
Lawrence, longtime film p.a., now 
heading his own pr. outfit in N. Y. 
Former White House assistant 
Maxwell M. Rabb, now practising 
law in N. Y., was another dele- 
gated to the General Conference 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific & Cultural Organization, 





Rome 


_ By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; Tel. 675 906) 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr. vacation- 

ing at Mediterranean village of An- 
sedonia. 

Elsa Martinelli slated to leave 
for coast soon to start work on 
“Midnight Sailing,” her first Holly- 
wood pic in two years. 

Yvonne DeCarlo here with hus- 
band Bob Morgan to ready for role 


of Mary Magdalen in “The Sword | duction. 


fore embarking on such a cam- 
paign. 


the Trib confessed in past to slip- 


deed, some of the Brigitte Bardot 
advertising that had been accepted 
was “awful.” But measures are 
taken to keep out false advertisin« 
generally and there was nothing 
fraudulent in the ozoner ads, said 
the daily. Too, there’s the question 
of the editor’s job. If he were to 
ban such advertising he'd be sin- 
pressing “a perfectly legal «ap- 
nouncement.” People buy news- 
papers to find out what's going on 
and some things “the editor doesn’t 
like worth a damn,” observed the 
| Trib. 








Mandour 
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“Face of Lincoln.” In addition, he 
has won prizes at Cannes for “The 
Nile” and “Duel in the Valley of 
the Nile.” While a resident of 
Cairo, he worked as a resident as- 


can films shot in Egypt. 
In his U.S. undertakings, Man- 





| with whom he is partnered in the 
| Mandour studio and in telepix pro- 
Company .is_ presently 


and the Cross,” divected by Italian | shooting a series based on winners 


Carlo L. Bragaglia. 

Eddie Constantine expects to 
vacation near Rome at Fregene 
latter part of August, also will 
appear at three galas in Milan, 
Turin, and Bologna. 

June Richmond guested on sea- 
son's last television variety show 
stanza, “Uno, Due, Tre” (One, Two, 


of Congressional Medals of Honor. 

As part of his effort “to in- 
troduce” the Moslem world to the 
West, Mandour is also planning a 


film on the Aga Khan. He said he| 


had held talks on the project with 
Ali Khan and the present Aga 
Khan, 


direct here next season. Role has | 


Gabriele Ferzetti turned it down, 


16-year-old commented that noth-. 
ing untoward happens at “in the, 


In rebuttal to the last objection, | 


ping in the area of taste for, in-| 


sistant director on several Ameri- | 


dour associated with Lew Sherman, | 


London 


(COVent Garden 1035-6-7) 


Toni Carroll opened at Colony | 


Restaurant for a short stay. She is 
also booked for a tv date. 

George Roy Hill named to adapt 
and direct “Any Other Business” 
on Broadway. 

Rev. John Hester is newly named 
secretary of the Actors’ Church 
Union, replacing Rev. Claude 
Evans. ’ 

Leslie Frewin Organization. cap- 
tured publicity job for “The Talk of 
the Town,” London's new theatre- 
restaurant, 

Coauthor Jerome Lawrence took 
over final “polishing” rehearsals of 
“Auntie Mame” which opened in 
Oxford. 

Keith Andes arrived to make 
British film debut for British Lion. 
It’s a thriller called “Model for 
Murder.” ; 

Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th-Fox 
veep, in town for production hud- 
dies with Bob Goldstein, 20th’s 
European production topper. 

John Huston signed to direct 
next Hecht-Hill-Lancaster pic, 
“The Violent Land.” It will be shot 
in Mexico for UA release. 

Silver Jubilee Radio and TV Ex- 
hibition has opened at Earls Court. 
Top personalities will appear 
throughout the show’s 10 days. 

“The Lorelei,” Pinewood’s Juli- 
ette Greco starrer, was recently 
retagged “Whirlpool” for U.K. dis- 
| tribution. New it reverts to “The 
Lorelei” throughout the world. 

Three cinema managers elected 
members of Circuit Managers Asso- 
ciation’s “Circle of Showmen.” 
Maurice Cheepen, manager of Step- 
ney Troxy, G. Lockyer of Stafford 
Qdeon and D. P. Lowe of Ipswich 
Gaumont. 

Cc. J. Latta, Associated British 
Pictures topper, and Jack Good- 
boss of Associated British 


| latte, 


| Cinemas, have both completed 10) 


years in their respective jobs. Occa- 
| sion was marked by surprise party 
hosted by their senior execs. 


Paris 

By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette, Odeon 49-44) 
In and out of late are Robert 
| Cummings, Arthur Hornblow Jr., 
Kathy Carlyle, Olivia De Havilland. 
| Italo actor Massimo Girotti set 
for his first French pic stint in seven 
years opposite Francoise Arnoul in 
*Asphalte.” Herve Bromberger di- 
rects. 


Audiences applaud here follow- | 


ing Charles Chaplin's impassioned 


speech of hope in firstrun reissue | 


|of “The Great Dictator” (UA). Pic 
is doing nice summer biz. 

Zizi Jeanmaire plays reformed 
joy girl in her next pic stint 
“Guinguette” which starts early 
next season. Jean Delannoy di- 
| rects with Henri Jeanson scripting. 

Also holding up well in spite of 
vacation exodus are “Mon Oncle,” 
of Jacques Tati, Russo “Flying 
Cranes” and longrun “River Kwai 
(Col) and “10 Commandments’ 
(Par). 

' Aleta Morrison, Anglo chirper 
now at Nouvelle Eve nitery, set to 
star opposite Georges Guetary and 

Bourvil in a new French _ stage 
musical next season “Reveillon a 
Paris.” 
| Francis Winikus, UA production 
pub head, transfers his sphere of 
operations from Paris to London 
in October. Winikus will continue 
servicing all UA pix shooting 
abroad. 


| Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 
| (1755 Calais Dr.; Union 5-5389) 

Lou Walters on mend at his 
home here. 

Frank Sinatra-Frank Capra film 
adaptation of “Hole In The Head 
will be lensed at small south Beach 
inn, the Cardozo, with local cafe- 
terias and restaurants utilized for 
| background authenticity. Starts in 
early November. 
| New Diplomat Hotel in Holly- 
| wood looking for a top name to 
premiere its posh nitery. Ex-Eden 
| Roc topper George E. Fox is gen- 
eral manager and Sol Geltman 
cafe-restaurant director for the 





$20,000,000 inn and golf course. 
Official opening is sometime in 
December. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
(2123 Fremont Ave. So., Fr 7-2609) 
Tit. Guizar continuing at Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 
Key club nitery held over Four 
Ink Spots. 
Old Log summer theatre present- 
ing “Harvey” for a two-week run. 
Dave Brubeck into Lakeview nit- 
|ery for a fortnight. 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
|ing “The Women.” 
Minneapolis Pops orch wound up 
Lake Harriet park season. 
Dukes of Dixieland band Into 


suburban Excelsior Park ballroom 
for a one-nighter. 

St. Paul Civic Opera’s ensuing 
season to include “Wizard Of Oz, 
“King And I” and Rigoletto.” 

Glenn Miller orchestra, the Stan 
Kenton band and Four Freshmen 
played Prom Ballroom one-night- 
ers. 

Capitol Airlines offering week- 
end all-expenses New York week- 
end tours, including tickets to three 
Broadway shows, for $175. 

Dick Clark of “American Band- 
stand” (ABC) here for a three- 
night Armory dance parties en- 
gagement. : 

Minneapolis -Star 
|urged public to support attractions 
playing local State, new legit home, 
so that more shows would want to 
come here. 

With Buddy Weed as guest artist, 
Paul Whiteman conducted Minnea- 
polis Symphony orchestra in its 
final “concert under the stars” 
series at baseball stadium. p 


Boston 


Guy Livingston 





editorially 


George Roberts, Hub theatre 
exec, appointed coordinator of all 
Councils in District No. 1, B‘nai 
B'rith. 

Hub’s new $12,000,000 audi- 
torium (5,000 cap.) will be opened 
in fall of 1960, according to Mayor 
John B. Hynes. 

Joe Levine, Embassy Pictures 
prexy, off to Europe to finalize dis- 
trib arrangements on new big 
budget film for fall release. 

Lee Morris, tunesmithing history 
teaching Hubber, back from Man- 
hattan where he has three new 
songs out and two in the can. 

Hub’s legit season opens Sept. 2 
with preem of new play, “Howie” 
at the Wilbur where Mike Kava- 
nagh will again be at the helm. 

Blinstrub’s 1,70G-seat nitery set 
to open Sept. 8 with Cathy Carr. 
Gogi Grant and Nat (King) Cole 
have been booked for October 
dates. 

City Council of Fall River voted 
to name new stretch of highway, 
William S. Canning Drive, honor- 
ing showman for Nathan Yamins 
Theatres now partially inactive by 
illness, 


—————— 
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| the femme impersonator prompted 
| Ellis to team with Leonard Sill- 
man in sending the production on 
tour. Sillman and Bryant Haliday 
had presented the revue at the 
Playhouse in 1957, prior to bring- 
ing it to Broadway, where it 
folded after five weeks at a loss 
of approximately $28,000. 

In going after backing for the 





| tour, Ellis made a personal pitch | 


| to audiences attending the Bucks 


| County offering to invest $10 in| 


|the venture. He also sent letters 
| cut soliciting the same amount of 
|coin on the premise, “No one will 
get rich if it’s a hit and no one 
vill go broke if it isn’t, but you 
might get a kick out of being an 
‘angel’.” 

One of the letters to William 
Cornell of the public relations firm 
of Cornell & Prass, Detroit, re- 
cruited 50 local residents as back- 
ers. Some investors, naturally, 
put up more than $10, as there 
was no limit on the amount of in- 
dividual antes. 

The revue launched its tour July 
21 with a scheduled three-week 
stand at the Curran Theatre, 
Frisco, but was then moved to the 
Geary, where it plays through next 
Saturday (30), then goes to the 
Huntington Hartford Theatre, Hol- 
lywood, for three weeks. 


oo 
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| 10,000 to 11,000 members this 
year.” 
When Miss Shreiner started 


| with the Guild In 1936 there were 
}only 1,800 subscribers in Wash- 
ington. The number grew to 15,- 
000 during World War II, when 
the town was filled with lonely 
servicemen and women. She’s still 
aiming at that figure again. Al- 
though the war-swollen population 
is gone, many service organiza- 
tions are headquartered here, and 
remain regular theatre-goers, and 
Guild subscribers. 

“Blocs of Guild seats are sold 
to the Navy wives,” Miss Shreiner 
explains. “And when Mrs. So-and- 
So and her husband are trans- 
ferred to Hawaii, some other Navy 
wife takes her seats, Then, we 
have a regular bloc of balcony 
seats we sell to several generals’ 
wives each year.” 





By 
(344 Little Bldg.; HAncock 6-8386) | 


Hollywood 


Helen Ainsworth home from N.Y, 

Clayton Moore returned from 
British p.a. tour. 

Cameron Mitchell and Ja 
Whitmore to Stockholm. een 


Edward Lewis back from Lon- 
don talks with Laurence Olivier. 
| Marilyn Monroe havin 
trouble. 7 
Edward G. Robinson underwent 
| surgery. 
Katherine Dunham returned to 
Tokyo to resume work on memoirs, 
Mort Sahl hospitalized in St. 
John’s (Santa Monica) . 
Hugh French back from three 
weeks in Europe. 
Charles McGregor here from 
| Gotham. 
' Bernie Kamins home from Man- 
hattan trek. 
Samuel Goldwyn luncheon guest 
of L.A. Chamber of Commerce. 


Fred Harpman off to Europe for 
exchange of ideas with entertain- 
ment designers. 

Carl Dudley sidetracked to Mos- 
|cow from Brussels before skedded 
Aug. 28 U.S. return. 

Meredith Willson in San Diego 
for rehearsals of “The California 
Story.” 

James H. Nicholson and Samuel 
Z. Arkoff back from eastern ‘tour 
for A-I. 

Jane Russell sailed for Hawaii to 
finalize plans for Hawaii WAIF 
chapter fund-raising party. 

Benay Venuta cracked two ribs 
in “Auntie Mame” performance. 

Heinz Roemheld in from year in 
| Europe. 

; Orville Fouse’s 30-minute docu- 

|;mentary, “The Museum of Art,” 
roduced for U.S.1A., entered in 
dinburgh Film Festival. 

Lou Irwin off on fourweek Eu- 
ropean tour to tape interviews with 
top political, religious and show biz 
personalities for KPOL. 

Lou Morheim heads for Tokyo 
next month to scan Japanese films 
with view to adapting them to 
American screen. 

Robert Busch new assistant to 
«(th-Fox talent director Ben Bard, 
succeeding Bernie Wiesen who left 
post to direct. . 

Andy White and Frank Pittman 
hit road in September to bally Oct. 
8 BC-TV bow of Ziv'’s “Bat Mas- 
terson” teleseries. 

Tina Louise en route to Italy to 
attend showing of “God's Little 
Acre” at Venice Film Festival. 
| Bill Burton hospitalized for ob- 
servation, 








Las Vegas 


By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 2-6100) 

Jack Entratter to L.A. for Jerry 
Lewis Greek Theatre preem. 

Ray Anthony and his manager, 
| Fred Benson, in town. 
Felicia Atkins, Tropicana show- 
| girl, —. in a L.A. hospital. 
+ Silver Slipper has installed an 
8-by-10 tv screen to entertain kid- 
| dies while Ma ang Pa are gambling, 
| Tommy Noonan and Pete Mar- 
| Shall_had their Tropicana options 
| picked up, which means they will 
be there at lesst until November. 

Jim Arness made an impressive 
entrance at Variety Club’s “Night 
of Stars” when he arrived at Cash- 
man Field in a helicopter for his 
benefit skit with Red Skelton. 

William Deutsch, Las Vegas rep 
on seven-man State Tax Commis- 
sion which issues gambling licenses, 
says, “It might be wise to consider 
some sort of limitation on new 
major Nevada gambling licenses in 
order to prevent harm to those 
casinos already established.” 


Cleveland 
By Glenn C. Pullen 

K. Elmo Lowe putting “Diary of 
Anne Frank” into hopper to tee 
} wd nore for Euclid-77th theatre 

ct. 1, : 

Howard da Silva, stager for Cha- 
grin Valley Playhouse, turning ae 
tor again in lead role of “Holiday 
For Lovers.” 

Jack Pollock, musical director of 
legit Hanna pit orch, joined ery 
Caine theatrical agency as band- 
booker. 

Joan Kibrig doubled at Korn- 
man’s Back Room for week with 
vocal routine while rehearsing lead 
role opposite Slapsy Maxie Rosen- 
bloom in Musicarnival’s “Guys and 
Dolls.” 

Company of Cleveland Play 
House talent, which toured its pro- 
duction of “Mousetrap” to Chau- 
tauqua (N. Y. Summer Theatre, 
repeating tour for Mrs. Margaret 
Klump’s reopened Rabbit Run 
strawhatter. 

Mrs. Milton Geiger, wife of for- 
mer Cleveland radio-tv scripter, 
in town to see relatives. us- 
band’s new play, “Edwin Booth,” 
staged currently at La Jolla (Cal.) 








Playhouse with Jose Ferrer as 
star, director and coproducer. 
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OBITUARIES 


KURT NEUMANN 





is survived by his widow, Rose, and 
by two sons, Bernard G. Segal, at- 
torney for RCA in its antitrust 
|suits and also Philadelphia cvoun- 
sel for most of the motion picture 
studios; and Irving R. Segal, also a 
motion picture lawyer in Philadel- 


|played with leading orchestras 

th here and abroad and last sea- 
|son he accompanied the Russian 
|Moiseyey Dance Company during 
its U.S. tour. 





' Carl Mauer, 82, a retired cornet- 


| peared many times in serious plays, | phia and former counsel for AGVA | ist and trumpeter died Aug. 21 in 


Kurt Neumann, 50, vet film di-, including the Teatro Nacional, get- and AGMA. 


rector, died in Hollywoed Aug. 21 
after having been admitted io a 
hospital the previous night as an 
emergency case. He had only com- 
pleted his latest assignment, Met- 
ros “The Return to King So’'c- 
mon’s Mines,” 10 days before his 
death. 


Brought to Hollywood from his | 


native Germany in the late ’20s by 
(Carl Laemmle Jr., he first directed 
Spanish and German versions of 
Universal pictures before taking 
over megging of Slim Summerville 
comedies at the same studio for 
two years. Later, he freelanced tor 
many film companies and also indie 
produced and scripted. 

Surviving are a son, Kurt, a sec- 
ond assistant director, and daugh- 
ter. His wife preceded him in 
death July 12 while he was in the 
midst of “Mines.” 





WALTER SCHUMANN 

Walter Schumann, 44, composer- 
conductor and choral director, died 
Aug. 21 in Minneapolis. 

He began his musical career in 
1936 at the law school of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, 
where he managed the campus 
band and learned the art of writing 


In Memory of 


JiM POWELL BUYS 
MONTE MEACHAM 


CURTIS PAUL 
August 24, 1955 
A Loving Friend 





the next 
years, he worked with a number of 
Hollywood studios and with Vin- 
cent Lopez’ band, and also ar- 
ranged music for such performers 
as Deanna Durbin and Bobby 
Breen on the Eddie Cantor radio 
show. 

Later he became a choral direc- 
tor for RKO and Universal studios. 
During World War II, he was mu- 
sical director for the Armed Forces 
Radio Service. Later, he wrote 
background music for numerous 
radio and tv programs. In 1935, he 
created the music and effects for 
the Broadway production of “John 
Brown's Body.” A year later, he 
organized a choral group called 
The Voices of Walter Schumann. 

In 1955, he wrote the musical 
score tor the Broadway production 
“Three For Tonight.” In the same 
year his composition of the “Drag- 
net” theme for the tv program won 
him an Emmy award. His songs 
included “Melancholy Moon,” “I 
Walk Alone,” “There Was a Little 
Girl,” “It's Dream Time” and 
“Lonesome Gal.” He also com- 


arrangements. During 


SYDNEY G. STEVENS 
August 29, 1956 


“How often are we to 


die before we 
got quite off this stage? In every 
friend we lose a part of ourselves, 
and the best part.” 


Shirley and Paul Clarke 





posed the music for the Walt Dis- 
ney film, “The Sleeping Beauty.” 

His wife, son and daughter, sur- 
Vive. 


DICK DAY 
Dick Day, 44, bandleader, com- 
poser and pianist, died of a heart 


attack Aug. 20 while playing thé’ 


piano at his Somerset House nitery 
in Riverside, Cal. He sarted his 
career at the age of 13 with Ted 
Weems’ orch. hree years later 
he formed his own food, 

Day joined Eddy Duchin’s orch 


when only 19 and was the outfit’s | 
“second pianist” until World War | 


Il. He then did a four-year stint 
as a public relations officer in the 
Air Corps. After the war he was 
Coast publicity manager for BBD 
& O before touring with Carl Bris- 
son in 1952. 

Day, who recorded for Kem Rec- 
ords, acquired the Somerset House 
in Riverside last February. Only 
recently he had signed with Celes- 
tial Records and Grosvenor House 
Music for recording and writing. 

Surviving are his wife, son and 
daughter. 


VASCO SANTANA 

Vasco Santana, 68, legit, tv, 
radio and film star, died recently 
in Lisbon of a heart attack. Of a 
theatrical family, who wanted to 
make a lawyer of him, left school 
te join a touring show with which 
he went to Latino countries and 
Africa. At 24 he was already a 
leading comedian in revues and 
operettas. 

For 30 years Santana has been 
the best paid Portuguese actor in 
any show biz medium he consented 
to appear, 





For art sake he ap- 


lting plaudits of critics and the 
press. 

Survived by his first wife legit 
star Mirita Casimiro, at present 
working in Brazil; and his second 
wile and tour sons, two of whom 
manage their own legit company. 


DR. DANIEL M. BRUMFIEL 
Dr. Danie! M. Brumfiel, attend- 
ing physician at Will Rogers Me- 
|morial Hospital and Research La- 
boratories, died Aug; 20 at his 
|home at Saranac Lake, N. Y. Dr. 
| Brumfie! was a consultant at Will 
Rogers since 1928, and in 1954 he 
became attending physician. He is 
|survived by his wife, Katherine 
Rutledge Brumfiel, who he married 
in 1917. 





Dr. Brumfiel’s life was dedicated | 


,to the study of diseases of the 
‘chest and heart. He was a fellow 
lof the American Medical Assn., 
and, among innumerable other so- 
cieties, a member of the National 
| Tuberculosis Assn., and the Ameri- 
can Heart Assn. 





SYDNEY CARROLL 

| Sydney Carroll, 81, Australian- 
|born theatrical producer § and 
|drama critic, died Aug. 24 at his 
home in Bognor Regis, England. 

A former actor, he became 
drama critic of Sunday Times in 
London after World War I. In 
|1931, he began producing plays in 
leading theatres. He established 
|the Open Air Theatre in Regents 
| Park in 1933. 

While president of the Critics’ 
Circle in 1931, he came to New 
| York. Here he produced, with 
' Dwight Deere Wilman, John van 
| Drutan’s plav “After All.” His 
| books include “Some Dramatic 
| Opinions” and “Acting for the 
| Stage.” 





MURRAY J. HOWARD 

Murray Jay Howard, 62, former 
vaude performer who teamed with 
his brother, Alan Howard, in the 
comedy act of Murray & Alan, died 
of a heart ailment Aug. 21 in At- 
| lanta. The brothers were billed at 
various times as “Jesters of 3,000 
Years Ago,” “Original Red Hot 
Mummies” and “Singing Ambassa- 
dors of Fun.” 

A native of Russia, Howard 
toured the U.S. on the old Keith- 
Orpheum circuit and other vaude 
wheels. # resident of Atlanta since 
1944, he had headed a beverage 
firm bearing his name there. 

Surviving are his wife, two 
brothers, Alan and Harry, and two 
sisters. 





JOHN E. SAVAGE 
John E. Savage, 79, a top Seattle 
boniface and nitery operator for 





' Aug. 16 in Los Angeles. He came 
|to Seattle in 1909 to operate the 

St. Regis Hotel, and seven years 
|later acquired the Butler Hotel as 
| well as the Rdse Room, early day 
| Seattle nightclub. 

Savage subsequently built and 
operated the Trianon ballroom in 
|Seattle, largest terpery in the 
|northwest. More recently he had 
| operated the Pig 'n Whistle chain 
{of restaurants in L.A. 
| His wife, son and two sisters 
survive. 





HENRY SANTREY 
Henry Santrey,-vet bandleader, 


| died Aug. 17 in San Francisco. He 
was a pioneer maestro-emcee in 
building a versatile stage band to 
entertain as an act, and not wy 
to accompany the rest of the bill. 

He worked the top circuits in 
vaudeville and toured for many 
years. He married singer Adele 
Seymour. 

Services were held in New York 
on Aug. 21, his brother, Rabbi 
| Lewis 
by wife and six brothers. 


LEO BLECH 
Leo Blech, 87, German operatic 
composer and conductor, died Aug. 
| 25 in Berlin. He was best known 
\for his operas. “Aschenbroedel” 
‘and “Versiegelt.” 
| He fled Germany in 1937 to es- 
, cape the Nazi regime. From 1940- 
|49, he was conductor at the Riga 
| (Latvia) National Opera. He was 
also court conductor of the Royal 
Opera in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Blech returned to Berlin in 1949, 
and for five years was conductor 
of the West Berlin Municipal Op- 
era. He retired in 1954, 


SAMUEL IL. SEGAL 
Samuel I. Segal, 76, retired fur- 
niture manufacturer, and father of 
Mrs. Florence §S. Lowe, longtime 
VARIETY’ correspondent in. Wash- 











|ton, died Aug. 20 in Philadelphia. 
In addition to his daughter, he 


| credited with being the first to) 
lead a band on vaudeville stages, | 


ross, officiating. Survived 





JOE NOVAK 
| Joe Novak, 66, vet cameraman, 
|died of a heart attack in Holly- 
| wood Aug. 19 while at work as 
| lenser on “Man With a Camera” 
| teleseries. 

Novak, one of the industry’s pi- 
oneers, worked with William S. 
Hart and Tom Mix in his early ca- 
reer and had been associated with 
virtually every studio in Holly- 


had been with Desilu. 
| His wife and three sisters sur- 
| vive. 





GLENMORE W. DAVIS 

Glenmore W. Davis, 78, a former 
New York newspaperman .and the- 
| atrical press agent, died Aug. 20 in 
Detroit, Michigan. He worked for 
the old New York Globe for a num- 
ber of years as reporter, editorial 
writer and then as a drama critic. 
Later he was press agent for the 
late Sam Harris, Broadway produ- 
cer, the Hippodrome, Coney Is- 
land’s Luna Park and the Ringling 
Brothers & Barnum and Bailey 
Circus. 


vive. 


ERNEST W. JONES 





|with the Atterbury-Hornbeck En- 
| terprises Shows, was killed Aug. 
18 when he fell 40 feet while as- 
sembling rigging for a performance 
in Sioux City, Ia. Jones’ wife, 
Yvonne, and Max Stevens also took 
part in the aerial acrobatic turn. 

Two children survive in addition 
to his wife. 


CHARLES E. BOEHLER 

Charles Emile Boehler, 87, a for- 
mer bandmaster and music teach- 
er, died Aug. 21 in New Orleans 
after a long illness. He served as 
bandmaster with the U.S. Army 
during the Mexican War and World 
War I, and with municipal band 
groups until 1928 when he retired 
to operate a music school. : 

A daughter and two sons survive. 











MORRIS M. COLE 

Morris M. Cole, 65, vet publisher 
of hillbilly and western tunes, died 
Aug. 19 in Chicago of cancer. He 
was prez of Chi’s BMI-licensed M. 
M. Cole Publishing, which turned 
cut the early Gene Autry hits and 
such other songs as “Mexicali 
Rose” and “Canadian Capers.” 

Survived by wife, daughter and 
a son. 


WILLIAM S. LEONARD 
William S. Leonard, 44, adver- 
| tising exec, died in Chicago Aug. 
| 18. He was chief account exec with 





| the Quaker Oats account. Earlier 
he had been a v.p. of Young & 
— in Chicago. 


wood. For the past two years he | 


His daughter and brother sur- | 


Ernest W. Jones, 44, aerial artist | 


| Jamaica, Long Island. For more 
| than 30 years, until 1939, he was a 
member of the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra. 





Otto Zarek, 60, press chief of 
the Schiller Theatre in West Ber- 
lin, Germany, died Aug. 21 in that 
city, He was well known in the 
| = as a playwright and biogra- 
pher. 


Father of Dick Campbell, NBC- 
TV central division salesman, died 
Aug. 10 in Chicago. 


Mother, 73, of film actress Joan 








wood. 


Rosalind Russell, died Aug. 11 i 
Waterbury, Conn. 


MARRIAGES 


June Bryant to Allan Ganley, 
| London, Aug. 20. Bride is a model; 
he’s a jazz drummer. 

Arlene Wells to George Hunt, 
San Francisco, Aug. 24. Bride's a 
vocalist; he’s a theatrical booking 
agent. 

Ellie Graham to David Janssen, 








Las Vegas, Aug. 24. Bride’s a dec- 


orator; he’s a tv-film thesp. 

Susan Nordlund to Joseph Ra- 
. Wallingford, Conn., Aug. 24. 
fe is choral director at Oakdale 
Musical Theatre, Wallingford. 

Marianne Gaston te Ziggy Lane, 
July 30, secretly in Havana. Groom 
is the comedian-emcee and prez of 
Carousel Records; bride is “MBG,” 
fashion illustrater, chiefly allied 
with Best & Co., New York de- 
| partment store. 

Mary De Vithas to Chico Marx, 
Aug. 22, Beverly Hills. He's the 
| piano-playing member of the Marx 
| Bros. 

| Ann Miller to Bill Moss, Aug. 22, 
|La Jolla, Calif. Bride is film ac- 
tress and dancer; Texas oilman 
|Moss was divorced in 1955 from 
,actress Jane Withers. 

Doris Allen to Jock Easton, Lon- 
don, Aug. 16. He's a film stuntmap. 


| 


| don. Aug. 16. Bride is an actress 
/and stage manager; he’s production 
|assistant to Sam Wanamaker. 

| Susan Brooks to Arnold Leeds, 
|New York, Aug. 21. Bride is a 
| singer; he’s on production staff of 
| Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. 

| Ann Dickins to Derek New, 
| Glasgow, Aug. 13. Both are tv 


thespers. 
Lella Saenger to Franz Wax- 
Rome, Aug. 14. Bride is 


| man, 
former assistant to Metro producer 

Arthur Freed; he's a composer- 
| conductor. 


| Leander Fedden to Keith Gallo- | ly news sheets. 


way, London, Aug. 14. Both are 


'30 years, died of a heart ailment | J. Walter Thompson Co. in Chi on | stage hoofers. 


Susan Yette to David Schmall, 
Buffalo, Aug. 16. Bride is the niece 
of Mrs. Louis W. Schine, widow of 


Wife, three daughters and Pa-| the co-founder of the Schine Cir- 


| rents survive. 


JAMES E. BARD 

James E. Bard, 87, former acro- 
| bat and a member of the original 
!Four Readings, died Aug. 22, in 
Philadelphia. He toured Europe 
|performing before royalty and 
‘through North and South America. 

A daughter survives. 


SAMUFL MANUS 
Samuel Manus, 74, a music pub- 
lisher, died Aug. 23 in Flushing, 
New York. He founded the Alfred 
|Music Company in N. Y. in 1930 








also a member of the Boston Opera 
Orchestra. 
His wife and son survive. 


DR. DAVID J. GOODMAN 

Dr. David J. Goodman, 45, presi- 
dent of David J. Goodman, Inc., 
producers of still film strips used 
as visual aids in education, died 
| Aug. 20 in Brooklyn, New York. 











His wife, daughter and two 
brothers survive. 
TED SEARS 


director for Walt Disney for past 
|27 years, died Friday after short 
iliness. 

Survived by wife, daughter, 
ices held Monday. 


FRANKLIN CHALLEE 

Franklin Challee, 50, wife of ac- 
tor William Challee, died of pro- 
gressive muscular atrophy Aug. 18 
in Hollywood. She once danced 
professionally under the name of 
Franklin Crawford. 

Her husband survvies. 





Norman Secon, 49, concert pian- 
ist, died Aug. 22 in New York. He 
made his concert. debut in New 





York at. Carnegie Hall in 1949. He! 


and was its president at the time | 
of his death. At one time, he was | daughter, 


|Mother is 
| Picker, v.p. of Loew's Theatres. 


Ted Sears, 58, writer and story | 


Mr. 
a, 
father, three sisters. Funeral serv-| Parents are screen writers and 
|thesps, mother acting under name 





cuit. 

BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Peter Butz, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 19. 


| Mother is Laurel Hurley, Metopera 
|lyrie coloratura. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Tony Georgilas, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


{Father is connected with “Perry 


| Mason” teleseries, 

| Mr. and Mrs. William Steif, 
/ daughter, San Francisco, Aug. 16. 
|He’s Variety's Frisco correspond- 


nt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Firstenberg, 
New York, Aug. 17. 
daughter of Eugene 
|} Mr. and Mrs. Hilly Rose, son, 
Chicago, Aug. 15. Mother is Son- 
ldra Gair, Chi radio-tv actress; fa- 


| ther is v.p.-general manager of film 


| department at Knipschild-Robinson 


cy. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schultz, 
son, New York, Aug. 12. Father 
is an NBC sales exec. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Mattox, son, 
New York, Aug. 21. Father is a 
choreographer; mother, a dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Costello, 
daughter, Aug. 21, New York. 
Father is an actor. 
and Mrs. 
Hollywood, 


‘of Jan Englund. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Good, daugh- 


ter, London, Aug. 15. Father is a) 


tv producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Foley, 
| daughter, Teaneck, N. J., Aug. 19. 
Father is prez of Gothic Corp., 
| consultant firm to indie tv pro- 
ducers. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Daniele Barioni, 
son, Rome, Italy, Aug. 20. Mother 
|is concert pianist Vera Frances- 
chi; father is Metropolitan Opera 
tenor. 


Crawford died Aug. 15 in Holly-} 


Ann Finch to Stuart Allen, Lon- 


Mark Lowell, 
Aug. 20.) 





Gressinger’s 
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minimizes jumps, keeps them play- 
ing a “route” that is circumscribed 
by minimum mileage since the 
Monticello - Liberty - Ferndale < 
|Kiamesha spots are within a few 
‘miles ef each other. 

| In the same manner that -Fisher 
jeame to attention there are two 
| personable singers who augmented 
|the permanent Eddie Ashman band, 
Both are fresh out of service and/ 
er college and both Dick Ellis and 
|Jimmy Dooley may well point 
{back at Jennie’s class joint as 
their original proving ground. They 
are tall, personable lads who know 
| their way with a pop. Dooley, in- 





! 


Mother, 82, of film-legit actress | cidentally, tenoréd “Israeli’s 10th 


| Anniversary,” a pop paean which 
| Jessel authored for the occasion. 


Undisciplined Humor 


Larry Alpert is a comic who {s 
| Surefire in the mountains but who 
;must revise his script if he’s to 
make the vaudeos or the wider 
| audience fields, He’s a personable 
|performer, assured, now pretty 
, welll seasoned, with a Jan Murray- 
jtype personality, but is obviously 
| playing it surefire with the local 
| jokes and the bilingual dialectics. 
| Understood he recognizes need for 
'a wider orbit. On the show with 
| him was a typical No, 2 layout, i.e., 
| Friday night, with Leonard & 
| Leonard, colored male combo, 
| with legmania, and Sylvia Saynt, 
| Songstress not unknown to the 
, borscht belt. She's a belter who 
| differs from Trudi Adams’ impact 
because of her reliance on pops, 
| Where the latter has a change of 
| pace, variety and comedienne po- 
tentials that bespeak important 
| outlet. 

Jerry Weiss is the Grossinger 
show buyer-producer and Julie 
| Karson the somewhat over-ebulli- 
jent emcee. His pacing is profes- 
sional but the superlatives betimes 
| superfluous. 


i 
| In keeping with the bigtime 
shows top dansapation and Latin 
, bands are booked for the summer 
| season, Every spot worth its tourist 
| trade makes with the cha-cha-cha 
| Letunes, and also has a permanent 
dance studie on the premises. 
Lena’ Horne’s daughter, Gail 
Jones, is assistant to George J. 
| Bennett and Joel Pomerantz who 
edit the Grossinger daily and weck- 
They, in turn, are 
| major-domoed by Milton Black- 
stone, the Boswell of the borscht 
| beet. 
| Betty Maywood, long with the 
| Lew & Leslie Grade agency in 
London, is reservations manager of 
| Grossinger's. 
The Concord—‘“the mostest”— 
| has two golf courses and outdoor 
}and indoor swimming pools. It 
| also is building a new 1,600-capaci- 
;ty nitery, with the last word in 
|lighting and staging; and unlike 
most resort hotels which discour- 
age gatecrashers and have a system 
of admission cards and check- 
points, the new Concord cafe will 
operate like a class saloon, accept 
reservations from _ nonresidents, 
| charge a minimum, etc. Mostly now 
| it's just for the guests, no couvert 
;cr minimum, just pay for the 
| drinks, 


Irving Berlin's Mountain Hideout 


Irving Berlin’s retreat at Lew 
Reach is some 23 miles from Gros- 
singer's and he w#ed Ellin have 
their three grandchildren (two 
girls and a boy) with them while 
| Mary Ellen (Mrs. Marvin) Barrett 
—he's a Newsweek and Cosmopoli- 
| tan writer—are vacationing. Berlin 
gifted them with a swimming pool 











ifor their new Westport (Conn.) 
home. Berlin has a counterpart 
private cottage, with his trick 


| movable-keys piano, a la the ones 
in his office and his home in Beek- 
man Place where, too, he has a 
private top-floor suite in the town 
house in order not to disturb the 
family when he works at irregular 
hours. “I wrote ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun’ and ‘Miss Liberty’ here,’ 
says Berlin, who is anxious to get 
| back in work stride, “and I'm bagk 
at it again.” He has a Sol Siegel 
picture bid for a Metro special 
which he would rather defer and 
complete a legit musical. Still 
pending is a book based on the late 
Alva Johnston's Satevepost. series 
Aand book).on “The Fabulous Miz- 
ners” (Wilson and Addison), 
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